
THE PRESENT SITUATION AND 

THE TASKS OF THE 

«Within the limits of this territory, an 
evolving form of political authority has 
continud without interruption from the . 
early Je t enteenth untury to our own 
lime, git ing Lebanon a separate and 
distinct ;dentity.» 

«Among the emirs and sheikhs differ
ence in religion was no barrier to doJe 
cooperalion . .. A ll belonged to the same 
po!;Jic:zl : S't:. a d +e• daf bieftaJ"S o+ 
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The Modern His/Or) of Lebanon 

It has become clear that the conflict 
in Lebanon is a class one. The reactiona
ry forces supported by the reactionary 
Arab regimes and imperialism are trying 
to achieve two aims : 
1. To strike the Palestinian resistance 

movement in order to weaken it and 
force it into the proposed settlement 
as a very week partner. 
To strike the Lebanese masses move
ment and abort their struggle for 
social, economic and political re
form. 

These two_ aims are complementary to 
each other and one can not be achieved 
without the other since the Palestinian 
resistance movement and the Lebanese 
national and progressive forces are allied 
together. Hence their immediate future 
is one. During the earlier part of the 
clash~s, t~e dominant force on the pro
gressive s1de was the Palestinian militia 
forces. This has been altered and the 
~alestinian for_ces now, play a support
mg role ~peoally in the areas neigh
bouring the camps. 

As the battle developed, it took its 
natural and more accurate dimensions. It 
clearly ~bowed that the struggle is one 
of the oppressed classes against the re
actionary bourgeoise forces. Although 
there is a dominant Moslem majority 
within the progressive forces rank and 
f~le, this should not give the impres
Sion that the conflict is a confessional 
one as the bourgeoise news media tried 
to show it. Two events lately pro•·:d 
that progressive forces whether within 
the Christian or Moslem population of 
Lebanon can not be I)Utside the battle 

and that they will carrv their strugple 
against their class enemies regardless of 
their religion and wherever these class 
enemies exist . We can also say that the 
rightist forces regardless of religion have 
also acted according to their class affi
liation. 

The last month witnessed wide clashes 
in the area of Koura , which is fully 

Christian. These clashes 
f 

c:x.m1p e 1 e 
bourgeoise leaders 
against the leftist for:es inorder to sa 
tisfy their class ambitions anJ by th;;, 
crossing over to the clear fi eld of Arab 
reaction. Saeb Salam, one of these Mos-

Publishing any type of newspaper or 
magazine during these times has become 
quite an ordeal. Local Beirut newspapers 
had difficulty in securing the workers, 
enough paper and distributors. Many 
daily newspapers and weekly magazines 
still have their work interrupted. Beirut's 
only English language newspaper does 
not come out during clashes, which is 
often, because its offices are located in 
downtown. For foreign correspondents 
it was finding a safe place to send theH 
news stories from. The least of our pro
blems; we admit, was to find safe places 
although at time the continuous shelling 
by the fascist reactionary forces did in
fluence our ability to concentrate. But 
this made us more determined to get 
the PFLP-Bulletin out to our comrades, 
supporters and sympathizers in Europe, 
the Americas and the rest of the world. 

At times we felt it impossible to pu
blish the Bulletin in its regular form. 
We searched for new methods but final
ly found a press that is ready and en
thusiastic-although it is its first ex
perience in setting up latin words. With 
our humble abilities but sincere dedica
tion to our allies and readers we publish 
this issue. Our task would fiave been 
easier if we had access to more facilities 

This issue concentrates on Lebanon 
We tried to give the reader an objec
tive view of what is going on with a 
necessary background and without con-

PROGRESSIVE 

!em leaders, pushed certain Moslem cler
gymen to . attack communists and com
munism. The event took place after 
Salam visited Saudi Arabia, center of 
Arab reaction , and conferred with the 
officials there and received some «finan
cial help» that will help him hire more 
mercenaries to his side. But the strong 
response from the masses and the leftist 
parties forced Salam to si lence. 

The · 

e genera c ass 
th~ sec~ pa

:a~~rapn shows, t 1::: hi ~her c!asse~ alwavs 
en jo'yed good relation~ even during the 
most blood) da\·s of ,onfessional con· 

fusing him too much since Lebanon ts a 
very peculiar case. We also took into 
consideration that the Palestinian resis
tance sympathizers have been following 
the daily developments through the local 
media of their countries The issue also 
documents the developments of the pro
posed settlement and the recorded posi
tions of the PFLP during the last three 
months. 

One last point. We do not know when 
will this issue and future issues reach 
our readers. Considering the circum
stances and the non-existence of mail in 
Lebanon most of the time, we hope that 
every reader will make hH· effort to pass 
his copy to another Bulletin reader who 
has not received it. 

We hope to receive a word from our 
readers now and then that they are re
ceiving the Bulletin. We believe we have 
a majority of dedicated readers and most 
credit will go to their support as we 
pursue the continuation of publishing the 
Bulletin. 

The PFLP-Bulletin, 
International Relations 

Committee, 
Beirut - December 22, 1975 

WE WISH YOU A HAPPY NEW 
YEAR FULL OF SUCCESS AND 
VICTORIES AGAINST ALL O.ASS 
AND NATIONAL ENEMIES. 

FORCES 

flict in Lebanon . These two character
istics of Lebanon gives a 
of political groups, which 
are: 

I . The Christian reactionary fascist 
forces . These are confessional in char
acter and they represent the sector of 
the society which benefit; most from the 

They are represented in 
Party, the National Li
e ameel Chamoun ( Pres -

n e -resen 
Lcashe- an are ::>es· repre:.en·ed 10 tl e 
N attonal !:Hoc oi Ra)mond Edde. 

3. The Moslem reactionary forces 
Also confessional and benefit from the 
present ~ystem but to a lesser degree 
from the first group. They are repre
sented by the traditional Moslem lea
dership of the present Prime minister 
Rashid Karami and by the former prime 
ministers of Lebanon. Their alliance 
with the progressive movement at this 
stage came as a result of the efforts to 
bring down the military cabinet which 
lived for a short period after the be
ginning of the clashes. They stand 
against any radical change but fear 
losing the support from the rank and 
file of the Moslems who are their main 
electoral constituents. 

4. The traditional patriotic forces 
who are part of the regime and demand 
a change in the main institutions and the 
constitution in order to transform Leb
anon into a modern secular s~ate . These 
parties who have been established for 
tens of }ears have not been capable to 
mobilize the masses or to draw the ne
cessary program that would Ie~ d them 
to secure the necessary minimum of th~ 
masses demands. 

5. The radical Ief~ist parties 
are relatiYely new and adopt a clear l i n ~ 
from the regime and believe that revolu
tionary violence is the only method to 
bring about a radical change in the so-
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volutionary dimensions is based on: 
1) what social and class forces does it 
ally Jtse'f with; 2) has it been able to 
determine the specific qualities of the 
historical conditions upon which it must 
operate; 3) does it view national and 
social revolution as a dialectical unity; 
4) upon what social classes does the 
,mcessful implementation of its program 
Jepend;» (p. 12) . 

Our is not the condemnation and 
rejection of this political settlement, but 
it is of the utmost of importance that 
we struggle against all the dimensions 
of the present settlement, whose purpose 
is the consolidation and accentuation of 
imperialist interests and penetration of 
our region . Sadat's agreement to these 
accords has helped the acceleration of 
class polarization in the Middle East 
This leaves us with the option of choos
ing between the Sadat solution or the 
Vietnamese one. At the risk of being 

redundant there is only one solution
The Vietnamese have taught us well! 

As for Sadat, we remind him that 
leaders come and go but people stay. 
Engels pointed out in the quote cited at 
the outset: «This power, arisen out of a 
society but placing itself above it, ... is 
the state.» As the implicit and explicit 
class antagonisms are resolved, the state 
at whose helm Sadat remains will surely 
be toppled by the proletarian forces of 
Egypt. 

NOTES 

1) Even among previously progres
sive writers, a new wave of narrow re
gionalist thinking is seeping into their 
writings: See, Anouar Abdel-Malek «Al
Khousousiya Wa-Al-Asala» (Particular
ism and Originalism») Kitabat Masriya 
No. 9, Stopt. 74 Beirut, pp. 189 199; and 
Mahmoud Amin Al-Alam's critique in 
the same issue, pp. 200-223. 

2) Christian Science Monitor, Aug. 
11/75, p. 12. 

3) New York Dec. 4/ 74. 
4) Khalil Abou-Rashed «The Speed

ing up of the 'Open Door' Policy, After 
the Formation of the New Govern
ment» Kitabat Masriya No. 3, July 75, 
p. 34. 

5) Al;::Akhbar June 6/ 75. 
6) Khalil Abou-Rashed, op. cit., p. 45. 
7) See, Yousef Abou Hajaj «The Eco

nomic Open Door Policy - Whom Does 
It Serve? » Kitabat Masrlya No. 3, July 
75, pp. 89-126. 

8) Khalil Abou Rashed, op. cit., pp. 
33-54. 

9) Yousef Sayegh «Arab Oil Policies: 
Self-interest Versus International Res
ponsibility». Journal of Palestine 
Studies, Vol. IV, No. 3, Spring 1975, 
p. 70. 

10) A-Safir, June 9, 1975. 
11) Theotomio Dos Santos; «The 

Structure of Dependence» in The Poli
tical Economy of Development and Un
derdevelopment edited by Charles K. 
Wilber, Random House, No. 9, 1973, p. 
116. See also Paul Baran, The Political 
Economy of Growth, 1957, Monthly Re
view, No. 9, pp. 13•-248. 
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REJECTION 

On November 29th, the occasion of 
the 28th anniversary of the 'Partition of 
Palestine' the Front of Palestinian Forces 
Rejecting Capitulating Solutions held a 
mass meeting ;n Beirut. Comrade Geor e 
Habash delivered .1 spet. ., on behalf of 
the 'Rejection Front'. Other speakers in
cluded representatives of the Ba'ath Arab 
Socialist Party-Lebanon, The National 
Social Party, The Nasserite Organization 
(Corrective Movement) and the Ma
kassed Graduates Society. Speakers em
phasized the necessity of continuing the 
revolutionary alliance between the Pales· 
tinian revolutionary forces and the fight-. 
ing Lebanese organizations against the 
fascists in Lebanon. The following are· 
excerpts from the speech delivered by 
comrade Habash on behalf of the 'Rejec
tion Front'. 

« .. . From this, we say with all respon
sibility and seriousness to Mr. Wald
heim, the representative of the United 
Nations: If he has really heard that the 
Palestinians want to be part of the set
tlement plans . . . what he has heard does 
not represent in any way the will of our 
people md does not fit in with the his
toric struggle of our people, specially 
during the last 28 years. 

The Palestinian Revolution is waging 
a battle on three fronts: 

1. The battle in Lebanon. 
2. The battle in the occupied terri

tories. 
3. The battle with the Arab masses 

against the settlement. 
The battle in Leb®on: The first aim 

of the enemies' plans in Lebanon is to 
strike the masses movement ... 

The second aim is to strike the Pales
tinian resistance' presence ... 

The third aim is to cover for the 
capitulationist agreements that are being 
adopted by many Arab regimes and 
rulers. 

The Palestinian 'Rejection Front' sa
lutes with all pride the gun carried by 
the Lebanese National Mcm:ment. This 

FRONT - MASS RALLY 

does not mean that the Palestinian Rev
olution is neutral in this battle... . we 
shall not let them succeed in what they 
call neutralizing the (Palestinian' res.s-

e T r r t I 

protect the masses u ho adopted o11r Hllf

guards and protected them frqm th' 
conspiracies of the enem;. upon 
!his, we are not neutral, but we are with 
the Lebanese masses. The present battle 
must be conducted within the framewo-rk 
of a Leb®ese-Palestinian front, headed 
br the Leb®ese National Mqvemenl. 
. The Palestinian revolution should be 

very proud of the great changes that has 
taken place during the struggle in Leb
anon. In 1969, 1970 and 1973, the Leb
anese reactionary authorities attacked the 
Palestinian resistance, the Lebanese 
masses stood behind Palestinian re
sistance. Now we find the Lebanese 
facing the enemy, supported by the Pa
lestinian resistance. 

That is not all. The Palestinian rev
olution knows, and works on the basis 
that the Lebanese revolutionaries should 
be on its side when it goes back to Pa
lestine. 

The battle in the occupied territories: 
The battle in the occupied territories 
against the elections and the 'local admi
nistration '. Their aim is to distort the 
nature of our masses· struggle there and 
to create hireling committees in order to 
-claim that they are dealing with the as
pirations of the Palestinian people. What 
was the answer of our people in the 
occupied territories? Demonstrations, 
strikes lind mass demonstrations under 
clear slogans, which the oppressed and 
the po_or wrote on the walls. The slog:ms 
say: We will nbt vote, we will not yield, 
out from our homeland!-This was our 
people's answer. 

The battle against the settlement: The 
most important battle is the one that the 
Palesinian revolution wages together 
with the Arab national liberation move
ment. The settlement is not an abstract 

thing any more and it is time that we 
learn from our experiences. We tell the 
Palestinian leaders and the Syrian lea-
der h d e;:tJ 

•f the) are smcere. 
The PLO should adopt a revolutionary 

position and withdraw from the frame
work of the settlement. There is a his
torical chance for a fighting unity be
tween Syria, Iraq and the Palestinians. 

Some people ask «'What does the 'Re
jection Front' want h> We want to fight 
the settlement and we will continue the 
struggle until the PLO is outside the set-

tlement ... I would like to clarify some
thing on behalf of the fighters, cadres, 
leaders and masses of the 'Rejection 
Front'. If a Palestinian delegation will 
go to sit beside the Israeli delegation in 
Geneva or anywhere else, then our 
masses will step with their feet over this 
leadership. Do not let them think that 
they can slip to Geneva under the con
ditions of the battle in Lebanon, or under 
any other condition! 

We appreciate the pqsitions of aJI the 
countries that condemned Zionism as a 
form of ra,cism at the U.N. We feel 
that this is a great victory achieved by 
the struggle of qur masses. We consider 
this as a clear permission to continue the 
struggle on behalf of hum®ity to des
trOJ' the racialist entity which the U.N. 
haj thus condemned. · 

This should not be understood as a 
chauvinist position. Recently Iraq and 
earlier Libya took decisions allowing all 
Jews who emigrated from there or any 
other Arab country to return. All other 
Arab countries should follow suit. Our 
battle is against Zionism and not against 
Jews.» 

•• 



Since March this year, the Lebanese 
national and progressive movement grew 
both qualitatively and quantitatively. The 
clashes proved to be a big test for many 
of the progressive organizations. Many of 
them took up urns when they found 
themselves threatened by the attacks of 
the fascist:; and the forces of the regime. 

Even though che national movement 
as ,\ hole wages one battle against one 
enemy , it does not have a united pro
gram on the political and practical level, 
the necessary condition for effectiveness 
.md sound military practice that ensures 
victory. But this is not the time or place 
to enumerate these mistakes, which we 
consider loopholes . As long as these 
forces preserve the minimum level of 
·unity ' we will continu~ to fight with it 
in the same shelter . 

The Lebanese national movement is 
composed of many organizations. Unfor
tun.ttely some of the forces that are most 
effective in taking political decisions are 
least effec,ive on the battlefield. The 
Arab Socialist Action Party (A.S.A.P.)
Lebanon is not formally in the National 
Progressive Front, it is the local branch 
of .1 pan-Arab organization and sister of 
the PFLP. It played an essential role 
during the fighting and has lead the 
n.1tional forces in more than one major 
:1re.1 

The major political difference between 

to strengthen their forces and to gain 
'confidence' which they had lacked at 
the beginning of the clashes. It is most 
apparent in the periods of cease-fire that 
the national movement had the illusion 
that it could achieve some results through 
reconciliation and by withdrawing the 
fighters and taking the arms from the 
hands of the masses. The A.S.A.P. issued 
,1 statement which said: 

«We call on the members of the orga
nizations and the armed masses in all 
(/re(IJ to protect their rifles and to remain 
firlll in facing the fascists. We u·arn all 
the forces who took thiJ decision fro111 
the dan!!.er of continuous retreat j-ro111 
the fascist forces which are continuing 
their preparations in order to blackmail 
the national movement into more re
treats.» This emphasizes the fact that fa
scist reactionary violence cannot be 
stopped by retreats but only by orga
nized revolutionary violence ... 

Another point of difference is the po
sition rowards the liberal right-wing 
forces and elements. These are best re
presented in the person of prime minister 
Rashid Kar.1mi. This torce, the liberal 
right cannot fully separate itself from 
the national movement because its base 
used to be the lower social classes. As 
such its main concern .1nd aim is the pre
servation of the status-quo of the sys
tem. Hence it has advocated a cease-fire 

tlut does not guarantee nor insure the 
adoption of any of the demands. Its 

method is best described as a tribal re
conciliation. On this matter the A.S.A.P. 
issued a communique stating: 

«The stmggle waged by o11r masses 
in the popular areas is a class-stmggle . .. 
stl'll ggle of the oppressed of Lebanon 
t~gainst the monopolist class of mer
ch(mts. capitalists and state officials . .. 
011r masses u ·ho carried arms to defend 
then!Jelt es and the Palestinian re!'olution 
do not think for one second that the 
sit11ation can end b) a reconciliation be
tu een the President and the prime mm
ister or belll'een Clll) 'zl'o leaders ... » 

«The retreating . method of what is 
cilled the 'K,trami-plan· is only one way 
to abort the demands of the masses after 
they failed to strike them through the 
re:1ction.uy-fascist forces ... 

Let us r.1ise our condemnation of the 
trib.t! :econciliation <llh! prepare our
seh·es for the next rounds of the battle .. 
We will continue our J'Olitical struggle 
under the protection of the guns of our 
fighters.» 

The following events proved the cor
rectness of the above position. 

The fascists were only gaining time to 
strike ,1gain and to create a favourable 
atmosphere that would permit the in~er
vention of the army ,1s ,1 full force in 
the clashes. 

«The bringing in of the army little by 
little a~ happened in the north. and the 
Uekaa, or declaring martial laws or car
rying out a coup d'Etat are all different 
dimensions of the same thing. . . The 
conspiracy against the masses.» 

Based on this it was necessary that 
the more revolutionary and radical line 
should ~pply its plan in the last dashes 
and lead the battle according to the fol
lowing: 

I) To direct suere blows at the ene
ll l ) forces . 

2) To e.\pose the ref{ime's. policy of 
JNIIrinK protection to ihe threatened ene
lll) forces. 

.) ) To reject all reconciliation that is 
ItO/ based on political reform and the 
adoptioll of the demandJ of the national 
11/0/'elllent. 

-1) To abort all political gains thcll 
the fascists 111ay attain throttf!.h reconci
/;ation u itb refo!'lllist forces. 

Thus it is most important to punish 
the fascists severely until they admit 
their military defeat and this is reflected 
on their political positions towards the 
m.tsses' demands. 

., 
ARAB SOCIALIST ACTION PARTY (ASAP) 

the A.S.A.P. and other Leb:mese na
tional organizations (that does not mean 
that the A.S.A.P. stands :ilone) is the 
L1ct that it does not accept compromise 
with the fascist elements within the 
regtme. Realizing very well that at this 
st<1ge the situ:~tion is not yet mature 
enough to call for the establishment of 
. ! new authority, it is nevertheless i.m
portant to tell the masses that their des
tiny will be determined br their efforts 
to protect themselves and the level of 
struggle they put to <1chieve their de
mands. 

It is ironic that until the first week 
in December it was the fascist forces 
who determined the time and nature of 
,tny cease-fire. This is contrary to the 
national role that the revolutionary 
movement should adopt. 1l1e socialist 
p:trties should be on the offensive to 
. tchieve the masses' asp irations-none of 
the previous cease-fires has been predi
cated on a minimum demand for the re
forms that are essential in the new situ
,ltion of Lebanon. It is a fact that in 
this field the fighting masses are ahead 
of the leadership of the national move
ment. The second difference is militari
lr. While most organizations have 
<:dopted <. defensive tactic, it was neces
sary to adopt a defensive-offensive one 
in order to direct hard and serious blows 
.1t the fascist forces so that they would 
.1cquiesce to the demands of the masses 
because of a political and military advan
tage in favour of the national movement. 
This became obvious during the first 
week of December when the fighters of 
the national movement launched their 
attacks and forced the fascists to retreat 
because they had suffered heavy losses. 
The previous tadic allowed the fasnsts 

s 
Comrade Y ~:b itJ Deeb. member ot the 

po!tt cal b11rea11 of the Aral SoaaliJt .1c
lton Part) (A.S.A.P.)-Lebanon uas 
kidnapped on September 9 1975 b) ele
IJ!ents of the fasast phalanKists on the 
roaJ from Tripo!t and u·as tort11red for 

Jet era/ dap before be u·as 11/Nrdered. 
The comrade uas bom 111 Tripoli . 

Lebanon m 1950. He joined the A.S.A.P. 
in 1969. He u·aJ a prominml leader of 
the teachers' mouement in Lebanon. Dm·-
111,1!, these las/ months the A.S.A.P. lost 
,1 lll!tiJber of itJ fighters· and cadres. 
Comrade Deeb was a symbol of the com
mitted comm11nist. He had participated 
111 the battles of Beimt · and Tripoli. 

The A.S.A.P. hono11red its martyr by 
callmf!. the first 11nit of its fiKhters u·ho 
ocmpied part of Ain El Rmmnaneh the 
«Comrade Deeb Unit». The) were the 
first fithters to enter the fascist ref!.ion. 
The second 11nit u·as another A.S.A.P . 
11nit carryinf!. the name of another mar-
1\r: «Ali Sheab>>. 

The PFLP. 'l 'he Peoples Revolutionary 
Party of Jordan, other A.S.A.P. brancheJ 
and rarious ortanizations of the Arab 
national liberation mot'e111ent sent mes
Saf!.eS of salutaJion to tbe A.S.A.P.
Lebanon leadership expr·essing their 
sympathy for the loss and their solidarity 
with th~ir ruolutionary line. 



MESSAGES AND 

During the past 3 months a series of 
occasions passed that demanded from 
the PFLP to send messages and declare 
positions. The following are excerpts 
from a number of these messages salut
ing important historic events. 

«Palestinian Rejection Front» with 
the self-determination of the people of 
the u·estern SahartJ. 

The Front of Palestini~Jn Forces Re
jecting Capitlllating Sol11tions issued a 
coJJ/Jilumque on the ongoings in the 
u estern Sahara. 

November 18, 1975. 
«The Rejection Front» declared since 

its Formation that the proposed settle
ment aims not only at the Palestine na
tional liberation struggle but against all 
sectors of the Arab liberation forces, 
especially those that engage in armed 
struggle. 

The revolutionary vanguard that has 
been carrying the armed struggle in the 
SAKI AT AL HAMRA and the GOLD 
VALLEY against Spanisf: colonialism is 
an expression of the masses' will to 
evict the colonialists and establish the 
democratic society as part of the pro
gressive democratic unified Arab soci
ety. For all of this, the 'Rejection Front'. 
which believes that armed struggle is 
the main method to achieve the masses' 
aspirations and freedom cannot but be 
with the struggling forces which carry 
arms to kick out the Spanish colonial
ists. . . and its right to auto-determina
tion without any pressure, external or 
internal.» 

The Central C omuil of the 'Rejection 
Front' Jent a telegram to the Central 
Committee of the Soviet Com11111nist 
Pa1·ty on the occasion of the October 
rn·olution. 

«On the 58th anniversary of the great 
October Revolution, which opened the 
road in front of the struggling pc:oples 
to defeat colonialism and imperialism, 
the Central Council of tye 'Rejection 
Front' takes the opportunity to extend 
its congratulations and wishes to the 
Soviet peoples .. . this great occasion will 
make us more determined to continue 
the revolutionary struggle against the 
imperialist-zionist-reactionary alliance to 

liberate all of Palestine and to establish 
the ·democratic state' . .. » 

ANGOLA - M.P.L.A. 
The PFLP sent a Jalutation cable to 

comrade Dr. Agostinho Neto . President 
of the People's Republic of An Kola on 
the occasioN of achierinR, independence 
under the leadership of M.P.L.A. 

«Revolutionary greetings. The PFLP 
salutes the independence of Angola and 
the establishment of the People's Repu
bl ic of Angola This is a real expression 
of }'OUr chievemen 2fter on ears o 
struggle and sacrifices. Your victory is 
one of all national liberation movements 
that struggle for liberation and progres~, 
specially for the Palestinian revolution 
and the struggle of the Palestinian Arab 
people. 

On <his historic occasion, the PFLP 
realizes well the dangers that surround 
your victory resulting from the impe
rialist intervention. . . The PFLP would 
like to emphasize its support to the in
dependence of Angola under the leader
ship of M.P.L.A . and its support to 
your continuous struggle against impe
rialist conspiracies ... » 

PEOPLE'S REPUBLIC OF CHINA 

A message to the Central Committee 
of the Chinese Communist Party on the 
anniversary of the Chinese rez,olution' s 
ttictory. 

«Your revolution has been a great ex
ample of people's determination and 
ability to fight for their freedom and 
independence. . . specially for our Pales
tinian Arab people who struggle against 
the Zionist enemy and the imperialist 
tools in the area. 

Your revolution for 26 years from its 
victory, has taught that the people are 
the ones who make the victory in spite 
of all conspiracies to abort their 
struggle ... Our revolution and our peo
ple are, at this particular stage, facing 
an imperialist-zionist-reactionary conspi
racy that will guarantee U.S. imperialist 
interests and concede the Zionist pre
sence on our land . . . 

Your revolution's victory will remain 
a guide to our struggle against impe
rialism and its tools. Once more allow 
us to salute you on the anniversary of 
your victory.» 

DECLARATIONS 

G.D.R. 

On the ndlional da; of the Gerrn~Jn 
Democratic Republic, a mess~ge by com
rade Habash was sent to the polit-burem~ 
of the Socialist Umt) Part; . 

«On my behalf and that of the com
rades of the Popular Front for the Li
beration of Palestine, I salute you and 
the people of the G.D.R., on this oc
casion. 

. . From 
lfi,o thl 
tion tCI contmue .he revolutionary 
struggle and that of thf' Arab masses 
for liberation ... your people play a very 
important role under your party leader
ship. You give a live example to all 
peoples in building socialism ... » 

P.D.R.Y 

On the 12th ~nniversar1 of the Y eml· 
ni rez,o/uticm, the polit-bureau of the 
PFLP sent a meuage to the National 
Front of P.D.R.Y. for the occasion. 

«The more revolutionary achievements 
that you can realize inside the P.D.R.Y. 
will strengthen the revolution and its 
roots while facing the conspiracies of 
reaction. The extension of the Omani 
revolution is another 3ign of the ability 
of the revolution to challenge the ene
mies . We take this opportumty to em
phasize on the same position that the 
Palestinian revolution and the revolu
tion in P D.R.Y. share with all the .Arab 
revolutionary organizations. So let us 
struggle more to defeat the conspiracy 
which aims at liquidating the progres
sive forces .» 

CUBA. 

On the occasion of the convening of 
the first congress of the Commumst Party 
of Cuba, lhe PFLP sent the following 
message Qf solidarity: 

«On behalf of ,the Popular Front for 
the Liberation of Palestine (PFLP) it 
behooves me on this great historic oc
casion to extend our most revolutionary 
greetings to the people of Cuba, to their 
Communist Party and to the members 
of the first congress. 

The convening of your first congress 

is only one of the many living examples 
of the victories ' you have scored in the 
course of your ardent and continuous 
struggle . In fact it is an event of great 
significance to all revolutionary forces 
the world over. 

We impatient!} await the successful 
termination of the congress so that we 
could benefit of the rich lessons of your 
struggle for liberatio:1, the struggle 
against underdevelopment and the 
•ru_._le wism Onh· recent-

.mz2 ere e , real disp of 
the qualitative differences between the 
democracy of socialism as opposed to 
bourgeois parliamentary democracy. Cuba 
is a small country with a formidable 
heart and strength. It3 strength lies in 
its people who are the backbone of its 
defense and development. Cuba and the 
Cuban revolution are a /iz;ing impira
tJon to all ret-·o/utionaries. As you pro
ceed to lake bold and imaginative mea
sures in building socialism and miles 
away from the heartla!1d of U.S. impe
rialism, you help to accelerate the process 
of world revolution. 

The people of Cuba have a rich his
tory and your struggle to build socialism 
in the present is of great histoncal sig
nificance. As you proceed in this process 
you are inflicting major setbacks upon 
imperialism, the enemy of the peoples. 

We too are part of a small people, 
but our people have big hearts. We have 
learned from Cuba and Vietnam that 
there are no insurmountable obstacles. 
Your leaders have taught us that the 
seemingly impossible, with time will be
come the revolutionary possible. We 
have learned that no matter how de
vastating the imperialist attack, it can 
never destroy the revolutionary spirit and 
practice of our people. 

Our people have not defeated impe
rialism yet, but with the support and 
solidarity of the progressive and socialist 
countries, we will certainly be victorious. 

On behalf of our militants, cadres and 
leadership, we salute your first congress 
and wish that you will achieve and attain 
all the needed and hoped for goals. 

We eagerly await the results and al
ready we are certain of the success you 
will meet. ... 



THERE - ASCENT OF THE RIGHT 

IN PORTUGAL AND THE 

HESITANCY OF THE SPANISH LEFT 
«World history moves clearly, without 

any doubt towards the dictatorship of 
the proletariat, but it does not move 
towards it in an easy, simple or straight 
way.» LENIN 

Spain and Portugal are witnessing 
importaut and historic developments. Up 
till lately and particularly before the last 
right-wing turn in Portugal, there were 
good chances that the Iberian sub-con
tinent would witness radical changes that 
might lead to the establishment of na
tional democratic regimes. But the 
struggle of the leftist forces in the two 
countries has been dominated by two 
negative characteristics. The first is dis
unit} and the second is hesitancy. 

The coup d'Etat which took place in 
Portugal about two years ago found the 
leftist forces disunited and without clear 
and precise programs. But this situation 
could have been altered. The parties 
could have established and affirmed a 

re ses · .e 
aspirations of the Poctugese masses 
Unfortunately this did not take place and 
the forces remained disunited even on 
the account of seeing its allies and later 
themselves being liquidated one after 
another. 

The radical left advocated the esca
lation of the struggle against all rightists 
while still lacking the strong base that 
would enable it to carry out such a task 
or even to turn it into a popular demand. 

On the other hand the Communist 
party was satisfied in the earlier days 
with the favourable adoption it received 
trom the Armed Force~ Council. With 
its status decreasing it did not direct its 
efforts towards the left, but more to
wards the center forces and the military. 
Its compromising tendencies led to the 
weakening of its bargaining power on 
the higher level with the Armed Forces 
Council and the other political parties. 
It decreased also its ability to lead a 
mass movement that ·would force the 
authorities to yield to its demands. As 
Lenin said, the power of a communist 
party docs not consist in the number of 
votes it receives, but by its ability to 
carry out the program that expresses 
masses' aspirations. The third forces, the 
marxist elements in the Armed Forces 
Council were also aspiring for more 
power but without committing them
selves or strongly being associated with 
the communist party or the other marxist 
organizations. 

This disunity enabled the rightist 
forces to seize power and to oust the 
marxist elements from rhe Armed Forces 
Council starting with the ex-prime
minister and lately Generals Caravalho 
and Fabio. This shows that the right has 
shifted the balance of power in its favour 
and is bound to continue this line of 
liquidating the left. It is also trying to 
blackmail the Communist Party by offer
ing it to stay in the government on the 
condition of 'not interfering' with the 

decisions of the Armed Forces Council. 
When the left was ousted from the 

Armed forces Council the Communist 
Party distributed leaflets calling on the 
masses to keep calm. It warned its allies 

.from 'going too far' and 'overestimating 
.their power' which might lead to despe
rate actions. The other leftist orgamza
tions also kept quiet during this period. 
These positions clearly show that the 
leftist parties prefer to avoid any clashes 
with the regime at the .present time. But 
the last events, the rise of right-wing 
officers to influential positions and the 
move to bring Portugal closer to capi
talist Europe, is expected to lead all 
leftist parties, including the Communist 
Party, to review their positions and roles 
in the present situation. The gradual 
transformation of power to the rightist 
forces will eventually leave the left witi1-
out any ability of taking the initiative 
necessary to save Portugal from once 
more falling under the dictatorship of 
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the left from gaining any solid ground 
in the battle for power, the Spanish 
right excludes the possibili~ of aHowin~ 
the left to come again to open political 
life in the country. The new king is 
not yielding any power but only bar
gaining on the possibility of liberaliza
tion through the same government ap
paratus tnat always extsted under the 
previous Kmg' Franco. 

The conditional change which Juan 
Carlos is offering does not represent a 
real change. Up to now this is proved 
by two examples. First the conditional 
amnesty act regarding some political pri
soners. This act excluded the prisoners 
accused of 'terrorist .tets', propagating 
'terrorism' or belonging to 'terrorist or
ganisations'. Since all revolutionary or
ganisations are conside1ed ·as 'terrorist' 
the amnesty did not include the majority 
of political prisoners jailed under 
Franco's reg;me. 

The second example is the govern
ment decision to ban the Socialist Labour 
Party from holding a press conference. 
When a 1egime bans a liberal party such 
as the Socialist Labour Party from ex
pressing its views, it is not allowing the 
first principle of the bourgeois democra
cy that Juan Carlos promised, to be prac
tised. 

«Nothing has changed in Spain». This 
sentence by one of the opposition lead
ers best describes the present situation. 
The opposition front should not have 
illusions regarding the policies of Juan 
Carlos. If the declarations and promises 
made were aimed at splitting the oppo
sition front which extends from the li
berals to the extreme left, the choice of 
Juan Carlos to preserve the oppressive 
machinery of the state should unify them 
more. 

TiL now the opposition front has not 
worked out a clear position. All political 
observers were surprised that there has 
not been any serious opposition to the 

moves of Juan Carlos. The hesitancy of 
the Spanish opposition to take major 
step> would cost it the enthusiasm ex
pressed by the masses immediately before 
and during Franco's illness. It also will 
enable Juan Cados to tighten his grip 
on the situation. The present period is 
the most critical and for the regime. It 
is trying to gain time in order to force 
the opposition to retract. 

Another characteristic of the Spanish 
opposition is its disunity, which a brief 
survey of the different parties clearly 
illustrares. 

4. - Freedom for political parties. 
5.- Release of all political prisoners. 
While this program is a reasonable 

.ninimum platform for the Spanish left, 
the C.P. opposes the confrontationary 
method .:dvocated by the FRAP. The 
C.P. prefers an alliance with the Socialist 
Labour Party, which is supported by the 
European ·regimes. Their action plan is 
limited to political struggle-specifically 
to strikes; but so far these two parties 
have not made any effective moves. 

Meanwhile the Socialist Labour Party 
hopes to gain Juan Carlo~· favour through 

TANKS OF LOYALIST ARMY UNIT BEFORE MOVING AGAINST LEFTISTS 

1) 

2) 

The Communist Party which still 
enjoys~ strong support and has a 
solid secret organization is facing 
internal problems. On the one hand 
are its 'moderate' leaders, repre
sented by the elements living in 
Paris, on the other hand the more 
leftist elements "re leading the 
party inside Spain. 
On the left of the C.P. is the Work
ers Party, previously known as the 
International Communist Party. But 
the weakness of this organization 
consists in the fact that its major 
support comes from students. It has 
not been able to build a solid work
ers organizations. Traditionally the 
C.P. lead this sector of the society 
along with the 'Workers Com
mittees'. 

3) The FRAP and the C.P.-Marxist
Leninist gain their popular support 
through their militancy and because 
they carry out limited operations 
within the line of armed struggle. 
These two organizations, the first 
of \\hich is believed to be a cover 
for the C.P.-M.L. have proposed 
a program that calls for the fol
lowing: 

1. - Abolishment of the monarchy. 
2. - Land reform. 
3. - Nationalization of foreign com

panies and big enterprises. 

the pressure of social-democratic parties 
in Europe. Therefore it does not want 
a close affiliation with the Communist 
Party. The Socialist Labour Party is with 
the liberal forces of the regime in. their 
anti-communism and efforts to decre.tse 
the influence of the leftist forces: This 
policy is pursued in spite of the efforts 
by the C.P. to convince the liberal forces 
of its 'moderation'. 

It is the dilemma of the left in Spain 
that it waits for the initiative of the 
regime instead of playing the role of the 

1vanguard. It does not put forward a 
clear and solid prvgram that would mo
bilize the masses and unify the left. For 
military, economic and political reasons 
the Iberian sub-continent is vital to west
ern Europe and the U.S.A. Therefore the 
revolutionary forces have to f.1::e a bigger 
enemy-an internal one who is strongly 
supported by imperialism Such a situ-. 
ation should not lead the revolutionary 
forces to yield to compromise. On the 
contrary it clearly identifies their tasks 
and the program necessary. The hesitan
cy and disunity of the left in Portugal 
and Spain have only helped the right. 
A successful communist movement is the 
one capable to realize its role and play 
it at every particular stage. 

•• 
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ciety and to establish a national demo
cratic regime instead of the reactionary 
one existing now_ Among these forces 
is the Arab Socialist Action Party 
( ASAP)-Lebanon. 

The tactics of the battle so far has 
been according to the following: 

A . The battles has been of the short 
span ones, followed by a cease-fire of 
shorter periods. This has benefited the 
reactionary camp both on the military 
and political levels . Mili tarily , they in
crease their combat ability in the areas 
where they were threatened and bring in 
more arms to the areas which are cut
off from their supply depots. Political
ly, they try to achieve some of their im
medi ate points ; such as neutralizing 
certain forces. The best example is when 
the PLO \\ itndrew its md·u.. r • e 
Chiah area in the montr. of June and 
left the «Rejection Front» and the Leb
anese re,·olutionary forces to fight alone 
against the Phalangists . Also the at
tempts to show that the) are with cer
tain Arab progressive regimes. The last 
invitation by the Syrian regime to Pierre 
Gemayel, the leader of the Phalangist 
Party, aimed itt breaking the isolation 
wh ich the Phalangists faced after their 
massacre ·of the bus in the month of 
March. 

13. The battles has spread from one 
are,1 to another- from Beirut to Tripoli 
and to the other smaller towns and vil
lages where exists major presence for 
the two sides. The beginning of the 
clashes in every area was caused by the 
provocation of the right-wing forces 
through massacres that they carry out 
against civilians-usually just because 
they are Moslems. They hope to draw 
the other side into the same type of 
practice and thus destort the nature of 
the struggle in Lebanon. 

C. Escalation of the terrorist and fa
. scist acts in order to spread a state of 
chaos tha! would lead a large sector of 
the society to accept the interference of 
the Lebanese Army under the name ~f 
«securing the law and order and pro
tecting the citizens.» 

D . The attempt to arabize the con
flic, in Lebanon. This attempt has so 
far failed. When the foreign ministers 
of the Arab countries met to discuss the 
issue, these could not reach any objec
tive solution because Libya, Syria and 
the PLO boycotted · the meeting. This 
was followed by attempts to internatio
nalize the Lebanese conflict. There were 

and are still attempts to present the case 
to the U.N. under the false claim that 
there is a «foreign intervention». Other 
attempts were made through the «invi
tation>) of the French President emissa
ry former Premier Maurice Com'e de 
Murville. 

E. The best the reactionary forces 
had hoped for was .l «solu tion» like 
that of 1958 which carried the title of 
«no vanqUished no conquer» after the 
tradi tio:ul leader>hip then accepted a 
compromise. Th1s in fact IS norhmg more 
than a tubal way of sellmg out on the 
masses demands, and this is exactly 
what the right-wing (both Christians 
and Moslems) hope to reach. Thus they 
will preserve their system, the ~ystem of 
the bour:.:e01s 

D. he esca o the ttack 
against one group within the national 
movement or the resistance movement in 
hope to divide and ~plit these move
ments by praising the other side and 
offering certain possible deals of co
existence in the future. The attempts so 
far has failed, but the danger is still 
existing. During the past the PLO pre
sented the Dialogue Committee with a 
memorandum stating that it is not in
volved in the conflict and that it res
pects and acts according to the agree
ments of the official lebanese authori
ties. That can mean that the PlO will 
not be part of any conflict that con
tradict the existing agreements between 
the resistance movement and the Leb
anese authorities. Another example is in 
the interview which was published 
in the New York Times with 
Nayef Hawatmeh, leader of the Demo
cratic Front for the liberation of Pales
tine (DFLP). He said that the role of 
the Palestinian resistance in Lebanon is 
concerned with the protection of the Pa
lestinian revolution and the Palestinian 
presence in lebanon. What about ·the 
Lebanese progressive movement? We 
hope what was written will not be truly 
practiced---although we still object and 
condemn this cunning method which is 
not frank and clear with the masses or 
the news media. 

As the right-wing started to feel the 
heavy lo~ses that they suffered during 
the last clashes, another cease-fire was 
being prepared. But like previous times, 
the cease-fire is not expected to last. 
The losses of the right-wing forces 
caused a great disturbance to the Pres-

ident of Lebanon, Suleiman .Franjieh and 
forced him to come out with his most 
clear and most aggres.;iye attack on the 
leftist forces. This left little room ,o 
wonder where the regime really stands 
and on whose side the «special units» 
of the army have been fighting. Fran
jieh said: «I wonder: can u·" separah 
between the course followed by 2iomslll 
and that followed by the Lef t-notmg 
that they are fellou· lra1 ellers ez en 1f 
thetr ROals are dtfferent :> The Pres
ident under he on,tHutJOn h.t> no u .:h 
to take poliucal stands and decisiOns. 
When .Franjieh took his biased position 
with the isolationist reactionary fascist 
forces, he left little possibil ity if any to 
reach any political solution 1.. le 

,1 new president can be elected. 
Under this present ,ituation the task-; 

of the progressive forces should be: 
1. '1 o emphasize the class ch.tracter 

of the battle-in other words this is the 
battle of the Lebanese masses .1gamst 
the monopolist comproder and c.tpi,alist 
classes. Thus any cease-fire should b~ 

followed by a strong escal.ttion of polt· 
tical struggle in order to achieve the 
demands of te masses on the political , 
social and economic levels. 

2. To struggle for the unification of 
the patriotic and progressive forces. This 
can not be reached before all parties and 
organizations declare clear and precise 
positions from what :s going 0~-.md 
to give up for good the policy of illu
sionary thinking of the possibility to 1 e
form within the regime 's insti tutions. 

3. The mobilization of the masses on 
the basis of their class character and to 
destroy any existing obstacles that result 
from confessionailsm, which is advo
cated by the right-wing forces. 

4. The co-ordination with the Pales
tinian resistance. The ~ejection of any 
force that hopes to play the role of the 
policeman on the national movement. 

5. To reach out for the Arab masses 
support and also that of the patriotic 
regimes. The battle is that of the Leb
anese masses and the Palestinians on the 
land of Lebanon. But the battle is part 
of the Arab masses battle against the 
settlement which aims at liquidating ~dl 
Arab progressive force:; . 
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LEBANESE NATIONAL CRISIS 
A BACKGROUND 

Thus the internal and external forces 
mostly involved in the conflict helped 
to a great extent to safeguard the con
fessional character in Lebanon and to 
bring back to the regime the same tra
ditional leaders that have governed Len
anon since its independence in 1943. 
The slogan which was raised after the 
clashes of 1958 «No Victor No Van
quished» expresses best the spirit of the 
result. 

But the clashes of 1958 brought to 
the attention of the new regime the ne
cessity of social changes, particularly in 
the southern part of Lebanon. Studies 
were made in hope to find a solution, 
but the same regime which propagated 
wages, but the major programs of land 
irrigation and building a major dam in 
the south of Lebanon were never 
achieved 

At the same time, the progressive 
movement was more concerned with the 
legal battle of its existence rather than 
the demands of the oppressed classes. 
The priority g!ven to the legal recogni
tion overshadowed the demands of the 
progressive forces. Actually it forced it 
to compromise-the legal reco~nirin'l 
which w.1s g iYen to some leh p.u 
was on the cond_ Jon t esc 
do not come mto a G1lJOr co lie 
he re.: me 1 -, on \\ only 

tered .1fter the Palestiman 
came to existence in Lebanon 
the Lebanese progressive movement · a 
h · storic1l chance to be liberated from 

fess10nal phenomena, the reader 
realize that the traditional Arab Libera
tion Movement has historically been as
sociated with Islam, although not in a 
chauvinistic or confessional way. Many 
Christian thinkers have played a major· 
and important role in introducing the 
secular Arab nationalist thought. The 
inability of the progressive movement's 
leadership to give the oppressed classes· 
struggle its real dimensiOn have enabled 
the reactionary side to keep confes
sionalism a major factor in every clash . 
The forces of confessionalism have dur
ing the last two centt:ries, been more 
successful in their aims than those 
struggling for a secular Lebanon. 

This fact started to change only after 
the Palestinian resistance movement en
tered Lebanon and spread its revolu
tionary strategy and the slogan of the 
Palestinian democratic state, which over
comes confessionalism and presents the 
radical revolutionary solutio11 to the con
tradictions. (See PFLP Bulletin Nos . 
16 and 17) . 

This was the situation of Lebanon in 
its previous crisis. The present clashes 
are between the forces of progress, who 
aim to change this ~ituation, and the 
forces who have their interests in the 
status quo and as such are doing theu 
best to give the present clashes a con
fessional character. While the battle is 
still going on there is a historical chance. 
for the progressive movement to achieve 
results that can represent a historical 
change in the nature of clashes and con
flict in Lebanvn. 
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