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Forward

In the spring of 1981, the PFLP held its 4th National Congress where
the political report contained in this book was adopted. While the docu-
ment was s00n published in Arabic, work on the English translgtion was
disrupted by the subsequent Israeli invasion of Lebanon. Thig'led to the
Palestinian revolution's evacuation from Beirut, and the reestablishment
of the PFLP's headquarters in Damascus. I'also created a new situation
and overturned some of the predictions made in the congress report. This
-applies in particular to the expectation that the Lebanese Army would play
the main role in the efforts to liquidate the Palestinian revolution. In fact,
‘Israel’ itself shouldered this task, waging a genocidal-war against the
Palestinian and Lebanese people. 5

The other prediction in question was thatJordan would be the s 4
Arab regime to enter into the Camp David negotiations. Indeed, one of the ,
‘aims of the 1982 Israeli invasion and subsequent US intervention was to -
force Lebanon to join the imperialist-Zionist ‘peace’ plan, For a while, this
appeared to succeed with the signing of the May 17th, 1983 agreement,
between Lebanon and 'Israel’. Then this was in turn reversed dué to Ihe
_ . heroir struggle of the Lebanese nationalist forces, supported by the
| . Palestinian revolution. Today, in 1986, we are again faced with a situation_

Political Report of the PFLP's 4th Congress - : ‘where Jordan appears 1o be the most Iikely candidate.to.enter negotia: |
Puplis'hed by the PFLP's Central Informati ) iG under US auspi Thus, the analygis conlained inthis

N ation Committee. 1986 “~feport provides a goad background for the current situation, if updated by~ °
PFLP Central Information cOmminée : knowledge of developments that have occurred in the interim. } ¥
Box 12144 = Comrade George Habash, General Secretary of the PFLP, dealt
Damascus, Syria specifically with these two points in an interview if autumn 1982, which we

print below in excerpt.
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On Lebanon

axpe‘c:t :gw_ezx_w o_f the dlh‘congress political report shows that we did not
b v :u' ca’omst offensive to be of such size and extent. We foresawhal
s attempt to deal a blowto the Palestinian revolution in Leba-
o yet we though that the basic arena of the offensive would be in South
1; i::?_;;bwme carrying out the auac}t. 'Israé! would be paving the way
el anese Atrmy, \_yh_n:;h was being prepared in terms of armament

rtalmqg by US imperialist support, so thal it would be able to eliminate
the Palestinian revolution in Lebanon. '

M_ore specifically, we believed that had ‘Israel’ expanded the
occupied border strip and driven the revolution northwards, a question
v_vr{uld r?ave grisen inthe mind of the Lebanese citizen: Why ar'e the Pales-
lrnnii;s in Beirut? Why are they outside the circle of confrontation with 'is-
rae’ ? Afterwards, the Lebanese authorities would take advantage of such
l?o : ]x etoa :;T?rl)ea?btﬁee :gi::l:itr:il‘f)?‘n of the Palestinian armed revoly-

s were nol accurate, and we do not
feel any embarrassment as a result of this admission, On the contrary, we
feel the necessity and significance of objective self-criticism. '

I{ know that many forces say that they foresaw all these develop-
ments, but l‘lhink itis my right, as itis the right of every citizen, to ask: What
\.1.Iras‘74 e military plan adopted by those forces that anticipated the inva-
sion?Where was the military plan of the Joint Forces that were positioned
o prd_lect l!_w military presence in the positions invaded?

[ mention this issue, for we find some forces claiming to have antici
Qa_ff.'_c_‘iﬁ\f_e_n_fg!ﬁng. but they did not prepare themselves for the confront
tion. Arialysis and prophesies are one thing. and programmatic position
are something else. One of the issues that must be reviewed by the Pales

tinian revolution is relations with the Lebanese National Movement. Di
vthe Pq!estinian revolution deal with it as the leadership of the Lebar::ese
frr!as_sqs and_the basic force concerned with confronting the imperialist-
Zionis -reactionary offensive against Lebanon? Did the Palestinian
revolu 'IDI"I ponsider itsell a supporfing force to the Lebanese National
Noven? nti banqn? inuously stressed the significance
ol thé Lebanese National Mo role and its leadershin of 1he mas-

ﬁ{.‘zs.._ e also _str‘esse_d good revolutionary behavior and applied the
i2Cessary restrictions in order to, a least, set a minimal example to otr_}e:/

vwvolutionaries in dealing with the masses.

; O\{r stands duripg the war were also discussed by the Central Com-
mrittee, ‘a‘nd some mistakes were pointed out, Yat in general, the military
#r.d poljtical stands taken during the fighting were highly estimated,

e
f

On J_ordan _

The PFLP's poiitical report states that Jordan will be the
second link (after Egypt) in the Camp David process, while
events have shown that Lebanon is targeted as the second
link. What is your comment on this? .

First we have a tradition that we have practiced for many years: Bet-
ween every. two successive PFLP congresses, we have critically
reevaluated all our political positions taken in the interim. I we find that we
have made a mistake in one position or another, we never {éel hesitant or

~embarrassed o anmmuriceE s Heading through our 41h congress politi-

“Cal report, one WUty fimg Tiore than one misjudgement.

7 Second, we have to distinguish between three things: the general
analysis in light of which the PFLP proceeds in every stage, political pre-
dictions and expectations, and specific political positions. There are
analysis, expectations and stands. Concerning the basic analysis dealt
with by our 4th congress in the section of the political report enfitled «The

~ Stage of Camp David~, we feel proud that our analysis has proven cor-

recl. .
Concerning expectations, we were of the opinion, but not definitely,

.that Jordan would be the second link in the Camp David process. At the

time. we said that the plot aims at eliminating the Palestinian armed pre-
sence in Lebanon, and that weakening the Palestinians militarily would
“facilitate the Jordanian regime's moves towards joining the political settle-
ment. For this reason we thought that Jordan would be the second link,
Now in light of the present facts, [ accept the self-criticism implied in the
question, since the situation looks as if Lebanon will be the second link...
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, In an atmosphere brimming with confidence in'the revolution and the '
24 i _ masses, and with unshakable faith in the inevitability of victory, the Popu-
B lar Front for the Liberation of Palestine (PFLP) held its 4th National Con-
ks _ ey . , ' - gress in late April, 1981. The theme of the congress was expressed inthe
following slogan: «The 4th National Congress is an important. st
towards completing the PFLP's transformation into a Marxist-Leninist /
party; establishing a united Palestinian national front; stepping up the
: armed struggle; defending the revolution and reinforcing its militant posi-
i tions; aborting capitulationist settiement efforts; and str ing milit-
s | ant inter-Arab and intemn lations.
: : ' The congress convened at-a time when the
| e ; ’ ! wegnmbrea Hion oa-the-ghe-nand, and mperi S the
' ! ~5iher. had become more fully exposed through the conclusion of the
| ~Camp-_David—acsoras;” the establishment - of military bases for. the
' imperialists on Arab territory, and affording them naval facilities. This was
{ I concurrent with increased encroachment on liberties, repression of the
| -masses and crackdowns on nationalist and progressive efements.
DR i : The congress convened at a time when the Zionist enemy, supported
[ i) b5 | by imperialism and Arab reaction, had become adamant about liquidating
} SBE AN ! “the Palestinian cause and revolution. This was primarily manifested In the
T : | ‘abortive attempts to impose the «autonomy» plan in the occupied West,
B ; .
|

Bank and Gaza Strip; in the stepped-up military operations against the
forces of the Palestinian revolution and the Lebanese National Movement
| in Lebanon; in the heightened hostility and aggressiveness of the Phalan-,
[ gists, and their coflaboration to impose the Israeli-Phalangist scheme for
[ Lebanon.
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ress was in full compliance with the princi-
: Central Committee had finished the
drafts for the political, organizational, military:and financial reports. In due
course, these had been circulated to'the party rank and file, where they
ware seriously and extensively discussed; many additions, deletions and
amendments were proposed. The party's organizational units then held
conferences to discuss and finalize their proposals, and elect delegates to
the congress. Thus, the final reports were a compilation of the contribu-
tions of all party units and, consequently, a true expression of their views

l The convér.jiiﬁggf't_jhﬁbfdng
ples of democratic centralism

and convictions. All in all, the congress, in its preparations, proceedings®
2 ané = o des

e awarenass and creative application of Mar-

I
[ xist-Leninist principles in the life of the partys It was carried ot in an
atmosphere of democraty, comradeship, responsibility and oonstmcii\'.re/

criticism. ;
i Over the past years, the' PFLP, guided By/he documents and resolu-
tions of the 3rd National Congress, has waged-an arduous-and consistent
e to accomplish its tasks on both the Palestinian and Arab levels.
| Inthe organizational sphere, the 4th National Congress was a major
juncture where the PFLP | _ 10 consider the progress ma
Sforming.into a ist-Leninist partylTransformation organi-
zational task. Without this, we will never be able to lay a sound basis for
developing our national struggle and leading it to victory. Having reviewed
the course of the Palestinian revoiution over the past years, we see more
clearty than ever before the primacy of this task above all others. It is the
main prerequisite for insuring that we and the revolution are set on the
ri'gh‘ri:bnl.!rse, to achieve the goals for which our people have been struggl-
ing for the last 33 years.

We firmly believe the 4th National Congress has contribisted to the
crg@z:;lzfé_ﬁon of & number of ideological, political, organizational and
military matters, which-will incréase our capabiltties to advance and
develop our struggle on both the Palesti 7

ian and Arab levels.

B

&
l
_The'ts

at the 4th Nationali( ?grass adopted all the reports and
ortarit resolutions, concerming the various aspects of our
jfies to the solid ideolox ical; political and organizational unity
.congress discussed profoundly and in detall the thesés and
by the revolution sinca itsibaginning. It dealt at length with the
ificance of the:Jordanian arena. Tha congress

: 9 capitulationist settisment trend which has

/ominously permeated the Arab region; it stressed the necessity of struggl-
I

ing to remove the harmful effects this trend has on the Palestinian and
Arab magses.)

In appraising the PFLP's political stands conceming Palestinian
affairs, the congress discussed in detail the role played by the PFLP bet-

ween 1972 and 1981, The congress stressad that tba-E’.ELB_vzaamo_n_mn_

embodiment of our faithfulness to the memory of the comrades who have
sacrificed their lives for our cause. It is a strong testimony to our confi-
dence in the inevitable victory of the revolution, however greatthe difficul-
ties and sacrifices may be. e

The congress paid homags to all the comrades who had been mar-
tyred in the period between the 3rd and 4th congresses, while fighting the
anemy in the occupied homeland or defending the revolution outside its
borders. Particular mention was made of the late members of PFLP's
Politbureau: Ghassan Kanafani and Mohammad Al Aswad (Guevera
Gaza), and the late members of PFLP's Central Committee: Abdul Karim
Al Khateeb (Abu Amal) and Abdul Wahab Al Taiyeb. The congress greatly
valued the sacrifices made by our masses in Palestine and Lebanon inthe ,
heroic struggle for the victory of our just cause. |

Let us march on, mdiduﬁngltnposiﬁonsofourre_vﬁuﬂpnandom-u
people's struggle for liberation, democracy, socialism and unity.

« Victory to our revolution! o
Glory and immortality to our martyrs, noblest and.most
dutiful of men! A -




Part One

 The International
 Situation

-The Realities of the International Situation
-The Nature of this Epoch _
-The General Course of History =
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Introduction

— Despite set inor the world or ther, the forces of lib-

eration, progress, peace and socialism are steadily scoring successes
and victories in the worldwide struggle against imperialism and reaction.
This confirms that the course of history in this epoch is that of transition
from capitalism to socialism. -

_ This crucial political thesis, the most effective weapon inthe hands of
revolutionaries, no longer derives its validity solely from the objective laws
of social change. It is now being confirmed by the realities of the present
historical process and the truths deduced therefrom. Thus, the purpose of
this report is not to repeat the scientific analysis which Lenin made, con-
cluding thatimperialism is capitalism in the stage of monopoly, decay and
downfall; that it bears within itself the seeds of the socialist revolution and
its inevitable triumph, as well as the alfiance of the oppressed peoples of :
the world with the intemational working class movement. Rather the pur-
pose of this report is to confirm with facts that the course of history in this
apoch Is actually moving in that direction. The period between our 3rd and
4th congreaseSprovidedplentyoﬂactsand eventsmatconﬁrmmevalid-
ity of this thesis. - . : .
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‘The General Crisis of the
International Capitalist System

1
|
|
i

turai?-izir: |: ::tlr:aeq ham to _realfirrn that capitalism is suffering a struc-
kﬁowladgé; . atis ropled in the capitalist system itself. It is common
e mperialism undergoes constant aggravation of its gen-
pélilical a}:l Ie:;:.‘;hl;';g; all fields of the capitalist system - economic, social
o g Sl ogical. Though the capitalist countries are suﬂering; '
Soloricked ng degrees, these crisas have a ripple effect and-ara all-
et . ently, the trend is towards aggravation of the general
o crlcs):sﬂ::h?;cn:mlc level, the capitalist system has undergone a series
gllcraswhich us?d the outbreak of two world wars. The most severe
it r1{}mona economic crisis in 1929-33. Here we are not under-
b il mod;’gfwe\;:.f_.ﬂjls-phenpmenm which is part and parcel of
T oo production. The capitalist crisis stems from the con-
s g e social chg_raci_tg[ of production and the private form
z %1 ﬁm‘buﬁon Ef s ‘:u means of produiction. This contradiction affects the
e e Totrane tf? fruits of produgction, What is of critical importance to us
i ® escalation ofthe crisis over the past few years, and the
& Il?f’sh‘no: s new, qualitative character. '
. are is a decrease in the gro:

25 im;qt_e;lol,éftfhe infiation rate is ever soaring.
P rialists, for the prospects for growth-

¢ Kl;;: s p_he_no;nenon of escalating economic crisis is couple'dgwith oc:r;
i e ﬁdden'étasesl _i:mporary revivals. Such revivals are attributable to short-
ahgﬁ safnng = credc;r__z_sumer demand as & result of incentives to industry
arintling on craat, as means of expanding the market. The stockpiling
y | cts, 0.hope of selling them, also plays a role in the sporadic

)
|
je
)
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growth of production and temporary, artificial booms. Recession is not an
anticipated danger, but an existing fact. William Miller, chairman of the
board of governors of the US Federal Reserve Bank and Secretary of the
Treasury, acknowledged that recession is not only a potential danger, but
an ac™al reality. The gross national product in capitalist countries

. declined on an average of 3.3% inthe first half of 1979, as compared to

the previous year. _
The current crisis of the capitalist economy stands out from previous

ones interms of inflation. Inflation has acquired a new, qualitative charac-
ter that exerts a great influence‘'on the overall economy, leading toward
recession. Although inflation is an inherent characteristic of the capitalist -
system, it used to run at 3-4%. Though such an inflation rate has a nega-
tive impact on the masses' standard of living, capitalist experts consider *

‘ it a normal phenomenon. However, when the inflation rate jumped to 15‘%‘1

in 1977, this aroused anguish in capitalist circles, because a crisis of this |
dimension has devastating repercussions on the international capitalist /
system. The inflation problem worsened throughout the capitalist coun-|
tries in 1978 and the first half of 1979. US newspapers reported that the
inflation rate rose higher than any time in the past 28 years. cug

The crisis of the capitalist system is also manifest in rising unemploy-
ment. At the time of the Tokyo Summit, held by the greatest industrial pow-
ars to find solutions for the energy crisis, newspapers reported that the
number of unemployed in these countries was more than 18.5 million
workers in 1979.

The crisis also plays a role in aggravating relations between the
imperialist countries on the one hand, and the developing countries that
remain dependent on the intamaﬁoqa’l capitalist system on the other. The
crisis in the developed capitalist countries led ta a decline in the demand
for the raw materials exported by the developing countries, and a decline
in the prices of these materials, except for oil.

_ Theescalation of contradictions among the major industrial capitalist
countries is another characteristic of the crisis of the capitalist system.
This crisis is no longer manifest in the kindling of global war; as was the
case in World War | and I, because the development of the socialist com-

- munity's economic and military power acts as & restraint on the aggres-

ngsi\m tendencies of the capitalist system. The developed capitalist coun-

ries are foreed to inhibit their mutual contradictions for the sake of a united
position in the face of the socialist system. Nonetheless, the internal

Crmechanisms of the capitalist system give rise to such contradictions and

9




: id 1em. The ces ation of war among these countri
::?Q'.‘:-,:::Ta.:fﬁaf?{?“_deg-"_"héﬁ‘ ec'fmomic wars whic% loday aSSUI':ES t:'?i;uosl
"-Japaﬁese?nia:;’:t war (tt:_e !I\_le_on Administration’s decisions concerning
smichamg ports), the .manc:a_:l war [f:e_mcellation of the Bration-Woods
i for.m e perm_a_nen!- monetary crisis and currency devaluation are
g s of the ongoing, undeclared economic war: Another form of
f1 e economic war is fluctuation in the prices of basic resources. An exam-
: ﬁf:,- gf !f"ns was thf.-.L_IS rolein the 1973 oil price incréése. lo gair; the upper
B phgno r.:_r:encal:)rn;:;eemmn with Japan and western Europe. All these
P reflect'the persgstgn? atte_mpts of the stronger capitalist cir-
. es to evelop and insure their interests at the experise of the waake
| caprtaflst co!.;_n‘tries on the one hand, and the 'third worid' countries link r;
¥ to thggnfgenallrstt market on the other. )
... Obviously, his crisis’is closely linked to the i ificati -
L _Igsc:;?chon_s_l_n the respective capitalist countries, beti::/!::r? Itfrlmceaggﬂrggocios?e
) dlhe‘re l?‘n:‘ Qam-jagr.\g the working class and other harmed strata on the
[ D ‘t-i' o midst, 9.7_ tpa current crisis of the capitalist economy, the
L pita |sts._st_e_p up their fierce aftacks on the interests of the working class
.,in l_hg ca__gltallst countries. The standard of living of the working class is
.ugjateneratlng;-f;a.;aIIei'lo this, there.is a rise'inthe struggle of the working
__._éigss .on the pq_h_t_!_pal.aqd'eoon_omic levels. Statistics point to the mounting
“class stn.{_ggle beh_-_veen labor and the capitalists. The number who tak:
partin strfkes rises annually. Statistics show that 50 mill s
_ Wm course, the level of strike
B cy is not the Al these pounlries. as shown by the data of the
58 l_o;:»ean Common Market's statistics bureau. One of the distinguishing
iea ures of the current labor movement in the capitalist countries is the
_ opg.durelltron of strikes. Strikers are often forced to wage a protracted
sil;roL;ggle in grder to a_chievé their legitimate demands. There were many
| 20 'alqr:?:: ‘iaobrzf conflicts in 1977, such as the strike declared by 160,000
. j‘monlhs. ers in 22 states 01 the US in January, which lasted several
l. : -Ioghis _'5.,“?.9 pit;i;{re of__ the, international capitalist system during the
[_ {ﬁsrh covered by this 'pqhtfli;:%l‘_re’poﬂ. as confirmed by facts and figures.
-535& a n:::rt:numg and de'qunjng cr{sfs that contributes in an unpre-
e e er to decllneand instability in production, which is both
jeasean uring. Tl?e international capitalist system is also charac-
teriz .-yalow level of investment, chronicpartial use of industrial capac-
|ity, inflation of a qualitatively _n:ew--cﬁar'acier; chronic unemplofmeniind

|+ cansalidate themi The o
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the escalation of jntemal and external contradictions. In view of the dialec-
tical relation between the economic base and the superstructure, it is
natural that the econornic crisis of the capitalist system is reflected in the
political, social, cultural and ideological domains of the society. The

capitalist system is facing 2 general, comprehensive and aggravated

crisis.

Next we must stress a fundamental and critical subject: The current,
acute crisis has a qualitative and particular character. It is not caused by
coincidental or superficial factors as portrayed in the various analyses of
bouirgeois ideologues who attribute the cause of the crisis to the energy
crisis and soaring oil prices. The real cause of the crisis is to be found in
a set of factors inherent in the capitalist economic system and the laws
that govern its functioning. The crisis is also caused by the growing might
of the socialist system, the victories of the national liberation movements
and the consequent liberation of new countries from dependency on
jmperialism.

The mechanisms which govern the course of the capitalist system
lead to increased concentration and monopolization of the means of pro-
‘duction. This intensifies the root cause of capitalism's crisis, i.e., the struc-
tural contradiction between the social character of production and the pri-

vate form of ownership of the means and fruits of production. These

mechanisms remain in effect despite all the reforms and gnasthetic mea-
sures taken by the bourgeéoisie. There is an ongoing concentration of the
means of production and growth of monopolies in every single capitalist

state and internationally. :
On the national level, the power of the monopoly capitalist state is

steadily increasing: State intervention in the economy is broadening,

whereby the state purchases industrial and agricultural products from the-

: loans and credits. The govemment thereby-

capitalists and grants them _ :
trol the devastating factors inherentin the

aims to increase production, con
capitalist system, and puta lid on the econormic crisis. However, the ulti-

mate effect of this intervention is to serve the interests of the monopolies
and continue the process of concentrating property and the means of pro-
duction.-This process severely damages or destroys small and medium-
sized enterprises. In 1977, more than 18,000 firms declared bankruptcy in
Japan - 20% more than in the previous year. In West Germany, Britain
and other West European countries, the number of firms that went out of
business rose by 10-15% in 1977, as compared to 1976. Hence the pro-
cess of concentration and monopolization continues on the national level

o 11
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*” importan antirole in intensifyit
: .-_'capitallst system at a dead er
-~ system to its inevitable colfap?é in the face of the growth of the revolution's
' forces. The national democratic revolution triumphed in more than one

i ’-‘abfﬂe;;atihg thi

5. L "

= *and plays an Increa’smg rolein aggravating the contradiction between the

social character of prnductnon ‘and the private form of ownership. This is

& the fundamental cdnfradqct:on that underiies the crisis of overproduction
: .'" the capitalist system.

“On the international Tevel, the activities of multinational menopolies
are ever increasing in the imperialist countries. This marks a new stage in
the concentration of production and capital, which plays a special role in
the escalation of the current crisis of the capitalist economy. This concent-
ratlon is: the main characterisﬂc of the'imperialist system at this'stage. In
‘the nties, 40% of the industrial production:and 60% of foreign
5 -ada were. aubordinated to the selfish interests and control of a few
‘hundred rnulhrtatibna{ companies The activities of this network of multi-
“national compatnie‘s;‘--which extends throughout the capitalist world in the
“fields of product@p ind marketing, intensified the capitalist system’s con-
“tradictions and wem an Importanl factor in rapidly expanding the crisis
hich' aequired,a i nprecedentsd dimension. The crisis of capitalisim can

y be explained in terms of the structural crisis of the capitalist system
JISe!I All me,aaﬂampts of the bourgecnls economasts will not succeed in

owaver, 'thfs fundamemal factor is no longer the only factor that lies
‘behind. eapitalism s crisis. There are other fundamental objective factors
that contributa to’ deepening: and aggravahng the' capitalist system's
ciisis. Thesa consist of the trigmph. ofithe 1917 socialist revolution, the
'construction of socialismin 1 7% of the globe and the achievements of this
em; the ﬁctor)f'gf ;.ocIah 'in a nimber of other counitries, the con-
solidati i jstem on the intemnational Jevel, and the grow-
\q fole of the soclallst economy in th&lntemationa! production and mar-
JZ‘et' The. mportance Sitector in destabilizing ths capitalist system wil
:2 jer the,nature and exient of the economic

altst'system ;
s S _lructural contradiction and the growth of
afion movements-and their victories play an
'the crisis-of capitalism, putting the entire
“This factor is leading the entire capitalist

atfsm,;me ationalli

country and opted for socialismi‘and relations of mutual support with the:

' socialist countrigs: This has narrowed the intemnational geographical field

where imperialism can plunder the wealth and resources of the peoples.

By the same token, it has restricted the imperialist market and com-
pounded its difficulties.

Hence. it becomes evident that the general crisis which the capitalist
system.is experiencing is not transitory. It is deep- -rooted and headed
toward far more complications and eventually explosion, desptte all the
panaceas prescribed by the bourgeois economists. These can only miti-
gate the symptoms. The capitalists cannot find any real remedy for this

enduring crisis.

#The Bratton-Woods accord bears the name of the place vmare ilwas signed in July 1944, The
accord conferred upon the US dollar the valus of gold, for the purpose ol determining the
sxchange rate of the currencies of other countries. Thus, the inlamational monetary system
transcended the gold standard and became a combined dollar and gold standard. The US has
thus lar breached this accord on two essential issues. First, the US has drastically depreciated
the value of its currancy more than once. Second, it rejected the principle that the doflar can be
‘exchanged for goid al its nominal value, and refused topay ils foreign debts in goid. This state
of affairs led to the so-called Eurndoliar problem, L.e., the European paper dollar,




Chapter 2

The Successes of the World
SOC!&/!ST System

The aggravation of the general crisis of capitalism is the first parame-

ter of the course of history, marking the transition from capitalism to

:socialism.The successes achieved by the socialist countries in every
‘sphere, particularly-economics; constitute the second parameter.

. The world capitalist system is heading for decay and collapse in

accordance with its own objective laws. In contrast, the economic system

¥ af woﬁd socialism is developing by virtue of its objective laws. Despite the

“difficulties encountered, itis advancing the development of the productive

forces and the various material and spiritual aspects of lite. Here we will
leave it to factual data to make the contrast between the two different
somal systems.

" Between 1971 and 19?6 the rate of economic growth in the
developed capitalist countries averaged 3.2% annually, while in the
socialist countries it was 8%. The industrial production of the COMECON
cﬁounMes whosé populaiuon is only half that of developed capitalist coun-

3 tries, became equal to three quarters of the latter's industrial production.

The socialist community accounts for one-third of world industrial produc-

| tion; thirty years eariler, this percentage was only 18%. The national

|income of the COMECON countries increased sevenfold between 1950

“aind 1976; whereas tincreased'only threefold in the countries of the EEC.
In the same period investrient in the COMECON countries rosa tenfold,

| while it rose only by 3.5 times in the EEC countries: Per capita output rose
“by 5.1 times in the Soviet Union between 1951 and 1976; it rose only three
i:times.in the EEC countries.:

" Moreover, it must be remembered that the per- capita share of the
natuonal product drﬂers ln character in socialist and capitalist countries. In

the former, it is a genuine expression of the extent of improvement in the
standard of living of the toiling masses and the society in general. In the
latter, it essentially reflects greater enrichment of the more affluent sector
of capitalists. Indeed, the average per capita share of the national product
in capitalist countries disguises the great disparity between the share
going to the respective classes and the vast differences in people’s living
standards.

Kosygin, in his report to the 24th Congress of the CPSU, said: «The
steady march of our country manifests itself first and foremost in higher
rates of economic growth and faster growth of production capacity. Con--
sider the following data on the latest period including 1870: To double its
national income, the USA needed 20 years, Britain more than 30, and
Federal Germany about 15; the Soviet Union, on the other hand, needed
only 10 years. Whereas it took the USA 18 years, Britain 22, and West
Germany more than 11 years, to double their industrial production, it took
the USSR only 8.5 years to achieve the same. The USA managed to dou-

 ble basic capital assets within 22 years, Britain 19, and West Germany 10, ¢

but the USSR succeeded in achieving the same in only 8 years; Such is
the paca of the socialist economy. This is convincing proof of thg systema-
tic development and dynamic quality of our national economy, which is
without parin the economies of the aforementioned capitalist countries. By
«The real per capita income approx:mata!y doubles once every 15
years», said Kosygin in his report to the 25th Congress of the CPSU. «In
other words, within the life span of a single generation, thie socialist soci-
ety rises to a qualitatively new standard of consumption several times.»
~ In his report to the 26th Congress.of the CPSU, held this year, e
Minister Tichonov said:: «Increasing {abor productmty is the primary fac-
tor of economic growth. The productivity of social labor should be
increased by 17-20% during the 11th five-ysar plan. In this way, 85-90%
of the increase in the national income must be obtained. Itis proposed that
a big increase in the growth rate of labor productivity be secured in indus-
try, construction, railway transport and agriculture, compared with the
10th five-year plan.» N
These are some of the general facts about the econamy of the
socialist community as regards production capacity, whereby 10% of the
world's population accounts for one-third of world industrial production,
anda.sregardsitsgrowﬂrratescomparedwnhthoseofmeadvanced
capitalist countries. The significance of these facts becomes clear when
they are viewed in-terms of the relative youth of the socialist system: Only
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- 64 years have p" ad since the October Revotution, and only about 35
since the emergence of the socialist community. This is a brief period in
historical terms and in comparison with the several centuries of the
capitalist system. Moreover, in the majority of cases, the building of
socialism took place in underdeveloped capitalist countries. Even Czarist
Russia was only a weak link in the world capitalist system, further
weakened by World War |, The socialist revolution had to establish the

. .material and technical base for building socialism. When we.take these

" facts into oonsidaratlon we can with full confidence and clarity perceive

the result of the economic contest between the two mutually opposed
‘social systems over the next few decades.
| Having focused on the overall picture, we should point outthat we are
iy aware that the socialist mode of production has its difficulties and
yg_blems')To this day, the total production of the capitalist system is still
igreater than that of-the socialist countries.} A The measures taken by
capltaﬁsm to alleviate its crisis are daiaymg its total defeat and collapse.
All this, however, raises no doubt as to the final outcoms of the ongoing
‘economic contest between the two systems.

' The'fact that'we streéss the economic aspect of the ongoing confiict
between socialism and capitalism should not be construed to mean that
the successes of the socialist system are restricted solely to this aspect.
Naturally, the economic successes of sociafism constitute a solid founda-
tion for successes in'the political, social, cultural, scientific and ideological
fields. They also constitute a base for building the military might required
to deter imperialism and its aggressive tendencies and plans which aim at

- destroying - socialism -and. perpetuating imperialist hegemony over the
. peoples of the world and the p[under of their wealth.

/" The economic davebprnent of the socialist countries is not the resutt

of the exploitation of the workers and other toilers in these countries; or of

" the domination of other peoples and the plunder of their resources, as is
‘the case with the capitalist system. Rather it is the result of resolvmg the

; contradicﬁon between the forces of production and the relations of pro-

{. -1duction, wherebythe produmng masses become the proprietors of the

\il :’fri.uts of prqductron Thus thé pr rocess of progress and development favors

7 e interésts:of its makers;:spcialism’s economic successes.are con-

. iverted into social, scientific;€ulturaland spiritual advances that benefit
| ithe'people of mgsocia!rsﬂntiuntdes and all the forces of progress and lib-

ation in theiworid.

For the peop!e in the countnes of the socialrst oommumty every five:

e
I
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year plan implemented means a multitude of achievements in terms of
education, culture, medical care, housing, clothing, welfare and the satis-
faction of various other material and spiritual needs. It is not our purpose
here to enumerate and evaluate all the achisvements of the countries of
the socialist community in every field; we will only point out some main
ones:

- Socialism provided a democratic, Leninist solution for the problem of
national minorities within one state.

- There is social and economic equality betwesn the socialist states on the
basis of economic integration; the slight difference between the standards
of living in the respective socialist countries attests to this equality.

- According to the principle of proletarian internationalism, socialist coun-
tries extend strong and unselfish support to the oppressed peoples' strug-
gle against imperialism. All these achievements revolutionize relations -
among the people of the same country, among the socialist countries
themselves, and between them and other peoples. In this way, democ-
racy, equality, justice and solldamy are deepened and consolidated as a

- basis for such relations.

As for the military defense capabilibes of the sodallst countries, the
USSR in particular, global evidencs Indicates great progress and growth.
It is no longer possible for imperialist and reactionary circles to stop the
deterioration of their own conditions. This is thanks to the victories scored
by the peoples of Asia, Africa and Latin America with the support of the
Soviet Union and other socialist countries.

The growing military defensive might of the socialist community is
one of the main elements checking the world imperialist forces and their
constant inclination to wage war in order to overcome their difficulties and
succassive, periodic crises. This frustrates imperialism's incessant efforts
to dominate other peoples and control their markets and resources. Thus,
the socialist community’s defense capacity complements the liberation
and revolutionary process, accelerating the demise of the capitalist sys-
tem in its highest form, personified in the imperialist forces of the world.




GhabterS ey :
The Victories of the National
Liberation Movements

[1
The third pSrameter that confirms the character of the-epoch, as
that of transition from capitalism to socialism, is the victories scored
3 naliona! liberation movements and the qualitative change in their
ie. Inthe period between the 3rd and 4th congresses, national libera-
i movenents . achieved victory *in Vietnam, Laos, -Cambodia e}nd
shanistai in Asia, as well as in Angola, Mozambique, Ethiopia and Zim-
ibwe in Africa.’ In additior), there was the triumph of the:revolution in
Jdichragua snd Grenada in Latin America. Thus we have before us more
/than ten victories won in‘a period ofnine years. e
"™ This séries of victories won by the oppressed peoples, despite
imperialism's might and potentials; is not due to coincidental factors.
Common to &l these victorigs is the current international situation, and the
growing role of the Soviet Union and other countries of the socialist com-/
_munityin orting the peoples” anfi-impenalist struggle.

! What distinguishes the national liberation movements is not only the
_inéraasa in the-number of victories won, and the ability to inflict mili
_défeat ‘on_imperialism, despite its military suipg_n;o_rm%iﬁere is also the

change that has taken place in the structure of these movements.and the |
class character of their laadership, The national liberation. movements
Teferrad to above are marching towards a genuine national democratic
révolution with a socialist orientation, in order to solve the economic and
*6tial problems confronting them. What is the explanation for this change
that has taken place in the nature of.the national liberation movements?
‘What has introduced a social element into their national content, and
' Qéaken fi

ed the leakiing role of the national bourgeoisie, o be replaced by

“tHe working class and its allies?

Cay e e e mes

B ___J'Tmparialisr%ﬁfronted the bourgeois-led national liberation move-
ments with neocolonialism, whereby colonies were granted formal politi-

_cal independence on the condition that imperialism's economic interests

‘be _pr,g_servggﬁ On this basis, the majority of independent nations of Asia
‘and Africa came into baing, particularly after World War Il. This increased
the UN's membership to over 150 nations as compared to the 50 con-
stituents of 1945. . :

The majority of these nations are still eco ependent on

imperi egree of their politicalindependence and

the position of most in the so-called non-aligned movement, This depen-
Fﬁ%ﬂﬁﬂmized in legal agreements binding these countries
to the imperialist camp. Yet it exists implicitly due to the international divi-
sion of labor and imperialism's domination of the world market. The
;bourgeoisie_of these countries, owina_to their dependency on the
/ bourgeoisie of the imperialist nations, and being the weakest link in the
{_chain, is rendered incapable of accomplishing the economic liberation. of
‘{‘@_g@unm&& They are content with crumbs from the profits reaped by
the imperialist boufgeoisie through plundering the resources of the
peoples and the fruits of their labor. The contradictions that sometimes
arise between the bourgeoisie of the three continents and imperialism are
internal ones, within the same camp. They arise when the local ruling
class tries to increase its share of the plunder of the people of these coun-
tries. -
Under these circumstances, such countries and their peoples are
- frapped in 2 vicious cycle in terms of development and economic growth,
despita their formal political independence. In many of these countries,
the rate of growth in production is scarcely ever higher than that of popula-
tion increase. The gap between developed and underdeveloped coun-
tries widens year after year; the dependence of the three continents on the
capitalist countries, even for food products, increases with time.

With this in view, the only.solution is a national democratic revolution .

-that_shakes_off_the—domination-.of imperialism_and the dependent
_bourgenisie, This paves the way to ic_liberation that can be
achieved only by an alliance betwaen the working class and the peasan-

Aoy, _together with other toilers and certain_sectors_of. the_ national.

bourgeoisie. In the battle against imperialism, this alliance will find itself
allied with the countries of the socialist community. This latter alliance is
the second essential condition for the process of development, growth
and genuine economic independence from the fetters of the capitalist sys-
tem:.
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4 '/?rh'iisrexpla_ir_ls what happened in Angola and Afghanistan; itis the path
of development open to all countries of the three cofitinents. These objec-
tive conditions play a role in the people's movements which acquire a

ational democratic content, placing them at the beginning of the road to
socialism. The course followed by Vietnam, Afghanistan and Democratic
Yemen mests the aspirations of the peoples of the three continents, for it
is' the only way to initiate and sustain the process of growth and develop-
ment. 4
" . The new worldwide objective conditiops pave the way for the vic-

tories wonby tHe nationalliberation movements over imperialism. Yet this

does not mean that such victories are automatically realized; subjective,
; orp———

- condifions also play an essential role in Ihis process)

™ These are the three main paramelers determining:the progress of
history'as 'seen in the facts and events of the period covered by this report.
This overall view does not deal in détail with the contradictions within the
imperialist camp.and the future repercussions thereof, or with the difficul-
ties of the international communist movement and the secondary con-
tradictions betweenthe socialist countries; nor does itdeal with the so-cal-
ied non-aligned countries and their prospects. Nevertheless, it-Sketches
the conflict currently going on in the world and pinpoints its main paramet-
ers with fatts. : . '

Armed with these scientific facts that are constantly being proved cor-
rect in practice, we shall be more confident that out revolution is bound to
triumph: we feel assured as to the future of our just struggle against
imperialism, Zionism and reaction.

[, IR
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Chapter 4 |
The Course of the Political Conflict
in the.International Arena’in the
Objective Perspective of the Epoch
-Current Realities and the Policy-of Peaceful

Coexistence |
-The Battle Raging Within the Bounds of the

Policy of Peaceful Coexistence

The following developrments compelled imperialism to reconcile itself
to the existence of the socialist system and its own inabili destroy thi
system through war without risking total destructionf The firm stand of the
glorious October Revolution in the face of all attempts to destroy it; the
triumph of socialism in a number of other countries in the wake of World
War II; the alliance and solidarity between these countries as a socialist
community; the great successes of these countries in the economic and
other fields; the consequent increase in their defense capacities and their.
beginning o achieve military superiority over the imperialist camp; the
socialist community, first and foremost the Soviet Union, acquiring nuc-
lear weapons with which to face those of the imperialist camp; the
stockpiling of such weapons by the opposing systems to an extent that
threatens-all-humanity with destruction. e

War has been the means to which imperialism resorts to overcome its-
crises, to resolve contradictions among its component powers in t
interest of the strongest, and to preserve full domination of the world.)iri
{Gday's circumstances, no imperialist power can
resort to global war to preserve imperialist hegemony and interests. If the

‘imperialist powers resort to war against the socialist system, they them-

selves will be threatened with total destruction. Recourse to war as a
means of resolving contradictions among. the imperialist powers has
become out of the question in view of the increasing development and
consolidation of the socialist system, which threatens the future of the
imperialist powers as a whole.

In.contrast, the laws governing the growth of the sociali
do not lead to war. Rather, peacerur coexistence provides the most favor-
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oreover, the ideological and political
Sy con a5 of the world anti-imp 5V
ad on the: struggle:of the workin toge

.Jine of the
“Tion as b

~pacples dominated by imperialism; it does not envision a global wartobe ,
the:socialist:

- : S :over the imperialist systemagJhis is why the
October Revolution proclaimed a policy of peaceful coexistence. Lenin
formulated this policy, putting forth its theoretical, economic and political
principles. The Soviet Union has constantly followed and promoted this

i-policy, defining its positions on this ba

 imperialism has been linked to war. Imperialism conceasd and reconciled
“'itself to this policy-only after new, concrete facts crystallized in the intema-
tional arena, making global war equivalent to its own utter destruction.
No sooner.had the October Revolution triumphed than imperialist
military attempts began, to strangle the first socialist state. These con-
_tinued until around the end of the twenties. During World War Il, imperialist
" Nazi Germany tried invading the Soviet Union to destroy the first socialist
experiment. Soon after the end of World War II, Churchill and other
imperialist leaders began beating the drums of war against «the com-
munist threat». Thus, the cold war started, threatening to turn hot at any
morment, and continuing throughout the fifties. The SALT | agreement was
not concluded until 1971, i.e., as,a consequence of the socialist system's
having become strong enough to destroy the entire imperialist system,
should imperialism resort to war. Ultrareactionary imperialist circles still
cry war now and-thear—calling for unchecked nuclear armament and
“peaceful coexistence depends o alance of nuclear power and on
the fact that it benefits the economic interests of both systems (technology
‘for the Soviet Union, markets in the socialist countries for certain products
of the imperialist countries, and the general expansion of trade between
_ i the two systerns). However, within the bounds of the barrier erected by
| peaceful coexistence, imperialism, especially the USA, conducts aggres-
- sive policies and schemes that sometimes threaten a relapse to the cold
war and piace the world on the brink of the abyss.

sis. Thus, the cause of socialism is-

now linked to the question of ﬁgﬁg&xiﬂ%&; as much as

1. The Policy of Peaceful Coexistence

After il was formulated by Lenin, the policy of peaceful coexistence
was debated at length within the CPSU itself. This led Lenin to wage a
serious ideological struggle against the opponents of this policy, elaborat-
ing its principles and explaining its benefits for socialism. Later, detente
was restored on the international level; SALT | was concluded; trade
increased between the two systems as did relations in other fields. The
policy of peaceful coexistence again became the subject of debate among
the anti-imperialist forces of the world revolution, particularly in the three
continents. S~

At one time, the PFLP was among those who feared that this policy
might have adverse repercussions on the national liberation movements.
We admitted that peaceful coexistence was a Leninist thesis, providing
the most favorable conditions for the development of socialist construc-
tion. We did not demand that the Soviet Union undertake direct military

Jonfrontation of the capitalist system, or export revolution. However, we
warned against this policy leading the socialist countries to reduce sup?

“port to national liberation movements, or t ssure them to gi the
policy—~oi-violence against imperialism,/and_mod ic_politica

ional tensign: The Soviet Union's attitude
towards our national cause, at that time, called for a political settiement of
the Arab-Zionist and Palestinian-Zionist conflict on the basis of preserving
‘Israel’ and recognizing the legitimacy of its existence This was a basic
‘factor sustaining our apprehension and determining our attitude towards
the policy of detente. However, actual developments have dispelled our
fears, and led us to reconsider our attitude and adopt a sounder stand, It
fs_‘now evident that the policy of peaceful coexistence led to the steady
growin of the socialist economy; it also led to deepening capitalism’s crisis
and imensiying contradictions among the imperialist powers and arnong
Ahe monopolies within individual imperialist countries. Above all, while this
policy was in force, several victories have been won by the national fiber-
ation movements, with the support of the Soviet Union and other countries
of the socialist community. i
it was in a climate of peaceful coexistence and detente that fhe great’
victory of the heroic Vietnamese people over US imperialism was won; the
support rendered by the Soviet Union and other socialist countries was
among the factors that contributed to that victory. Then we witnessed the
political, moral and military support they afforded the revolutions in Angola
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a:-.anéé‘thmﬁé‘ 'T‘henfearne Soviet support to the Afghani revolution. This

- prbwdeddaciswe evidence that the policy of peaceful coexistence neither
bars:nor, dimmrshes‘th&" ntemationalist solidarity of the socialist commun-
ity with natrdnal Ilberatuonfmqyemen!s when the subjective factor is not
tackmg in lheSe revolutions. Imperialism will no doubt always attempt to
exploit the pollcy of peaceful ooextswnoe, it will constantly pressure the*
Sovret Unlon and the.entire soc:allst commum on their inter-
\ Uty towards na movements, as a price for this
policy. Tmperialism will also keep frying o hamess this policy so as to.
_ impede the world process of revolutionary change and undermine the
’ alliance between the forces of socialism and liberation in their common
struggle against imperialism and reaction. The imperialist powers will,
moreover, keep trying to present the policy of peaceful coexistence as a
bargain between imperialism and socialism at the expense of the oppres-
sed peoples. However, facts and events have proved the fruitiessness of
all these attempts.

The PFLP is an organization that believes in the principle of criticism
and self-criticism, and their role in setting things right. We now admit the
unsoundness of our former stand on the thesis of peaceful coexistence.
Wa see the necessity of boldly réconsidering that stand and crystallizing
a sounder and more appropriate view. The policy of peaceful coexistence?
does not impede the national liberation movements, provided the move- 1'_
ment in question does not lack the subjective factor, i.e., the revoluhonam\

tool, to lead the struggle against imperialism{ Regarding the diflerence
between s and the socnahstoounlnes on tha pohtical settle 3

- 7 s sd-by-arcombinatien-effactors Chief among
these isthe perseverence and growth of the Palestmaan revolution in gen-
eral the crystallization and growth of its leftist-elemant in particular, and
the radical deepening of its antagomsm to imperialism and reaction. To
this will be added the continlious exposure of 'Israel’ as an embodiment

of the world Zionist movement, which the socialist community considers
rea t, racist, auda lool of :mpenalrsm in the entire regiongin

addition, there is'the comradely
mﬂrtam solidarity, in a protracted:battle such as the one we are waging to
eradicate the existence of imperialism, Zionism and reaction in our region.

2. Imperialism’'s Aggressive Schemes During
Peaceful Coexistence

Untlike the socialist countries; imperialism does not pursue a policy of
peaceful coexistence due to faith in its ability to win the economic contest
between the two systems, or on the basis of an ideological stand. The
imperialists observe this policy only because they cannot resori to global
war, owing to the balance of nuclear power. Apart from this, the policy of
imperialism retains the aggressive character inherent in its exploitative
economy, which is imposed by force on the exploited, dependent and
oppressed nations. With the victories accomplished by the forces of
socialism and liberation, it is only natural that imperialist aggressiveness
escalates. This impacts on the international political situation, despite the
difficulties that prevent imperialism from waging a third world war. This
explains the recent increase in international tension and the reemergence
of the cold war refrain.

What, then, is the gist of the aggressive master plan through which
imperialism strives to stop, or even reverse;-the march of history and the
process of revolutionary change currently in effect on a worldwide scale?

Before addressing this matter, it must be pointed out thatimperialism,

uniike the socialist community led by the Soviet Union, does not constitute

a harmonious and unified whole. Contradictions exist among the
imperialist powers and within each of them (such as the differences bet-
ween the military-industrial complex and other industries in the%
~DRresents us with a variety of conflicting programs, though they fiay have:
much in commonX However, with the victories won durnng The 14sT Tew
years by the forces of socialism and progress, the hawks have moved to
a position of confrontation; it is now their programs that are put forth for
implementation. Reagan's success in the 1980 US elections is an indi-
cator of this. In the light of international developments in the interest of the,
forces of liberation, progress and soma!rsm we expect such imperialist
programs o continue.

The plans of the hawks in the US and other imperialist countries can
be traced to the writings of President Carter's national security adviser,
Brzezinski, and to the documents of the Trilateral Commission which
includes Carter. This commission represents the awareness of the main
imperialist countries (the USA, capitalist Europe and Japan) that their
common interests are imperiled by recent international developments.




rlateral:Cor [ an functioning in 1873. It represents a
fresh altarnpt by e aii’gm to find solutions for its economic and
political crisis. The mgnif‘ canée o! the commission hes not merely in its
being a. think- lanl@ F{atha‘--" - \

i D rsofc eans

iNcludes in 115 ranks mn reprasen:rng the acme of power. It is best
described asan attemptt'- hecome a fedaration for the unions of the inter-
national mon advan als about which Lenin
Jwrote. Hence it can bé maintained that the programs and propositions of
this commission represent, in general terms, the main orientation of the
Influential economic cwcles of the US and other major imperialist coun-
i trias :

The Plans and Alms of the Trilateral Commission:

“that the ﬂnperraffst camp- srands umted in the face of the
chaﬂenge resufﬁng from the great, continuous change in
. the balance of forces s between capitalism and socialism. In
this context, US imperialism plays a leading role, whereby
it fmagmes it can stem the growing international role of the
- socialist community.
“.; ' The confradictions among 'the |mpenal|st centers_have played a
. ‘major role in. intemational politics. They were behind World War | which
~“provided the objective conditions: for the triumph of the October Revolu-
* -tion and the emergence of the world's first socialist state. They were also
behind World War I which provided the objective conditions for the
4 tnumph of socialismina number of European and Asidn countries and the
ernergance of the socialisl communrty cl_g other words these contrad‘ ic-

After Wcmd War Il Mm tao*tﬁe deﬂeal of Japan and the vast destruc-
t:on suﬂared by capitalist Europe ‘the USA became the leading imperialist
pawer, oeo.rpxing the central pgsit:on among the capitalist countries. The
“dollar became' the most powerful currency*of the capitalist world.

Japan and the imperialist centers of Europe became economically, politi-
cally and militarily dependent on the USA, as'seen in the Marshall Plan,
NATO, etc. This state of affairs continued for some time. Yet things never
remain static; they are in constant motion. In the |mper|ahst system, this
motion is governed by the very laws of the capitalist system. %e economy
of Euro an began to recover: S was interested ininitiatin

this r italist Europe could stand up 1o the grow!h and

ity. Besides, it w nomy
that was shouldering the main burden of defending the capitalist system.
‘in Vielnam and the bUrGEnS WS placed onTh

Then came the US war in Vietnam and the bur isplacedonihe

US economy. This contributed to changing the constellation of relations
among the imperialist centers. %Mmmmam
%WWSA by the end of the sixties and the
M Japanese and European producis began (0
limit the opporiunities open to the US economy. Some beganto invade the

US markelt itself. An increasing deficit began in the US's balance of pay-
ments. All this aggravated the contradictions among the imperialist coun-

" trig§” The socialist community's policy of peaceful coexistence, by con-

centrating on the question of Europe’ s security, played a part in deepen-
ing these contradictions.

The new realities of the mternatuonal S|tuat|on ruled out resorting to
global war, in the traditional sense, as a means for resolving these con-
tradictions. Prime among the new realities was that the socialist commun-
ity had grown strong enough to-menace the entire capitalist system. How-
ever, the new international realities have not prevented these contradic-
tions from expressing themselves as a virtual economic war waged by the
USA against the other imperialist centers, aimed at sub;ugatlng them and
perpetuating its own domination of the entire capitalist system. In this
respect, one can cité the Nixon Administration's cancellation of the Bret-
ton Woods accord of 1945, the devaluation of the US dollar as a means of
encouraging the export of US products; the imposition of customs duties
on specific imported commeodities, particularly Japanese; the benefits
reaped by the US in 1973, as a result of the oil embargo and the increase
in oil prices; the US demand that Europe and Japan increase their share
of the burden of defending the capitalist system; the US generating inter-
‘national tension to compel Europe and Japan to follow its economic, polit-
ical and military policies.

With these measures US capitalist carcles succeeded in regaining
their position of relative superiority in the imperialist camp.' A major con-
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ern for the Trilateral Commission, and the monopoly interests it repre-

sents, is preserving the unity of the capitalist camp, controlling its con-
tradictions and unifying its pol:cqes in ‘every sphere, in the face of the
socialist system. The concentrated effort to unite the three main centers
of capitalism under US leadership. is the central link in the chain of policies
advocated by the Trilateral Commission. This line was pursued by the
Carter Administration as we shall see later.

Second: To shift to the offensive vis-a-vis the socialist com-
munity, adopting policies that would put the socialist com-
- munity on the defense.
The Trilateral Commission, and the monopolies it represents, believe
that the Soviet Union and socialist community have benefitted from the”
"policy. of paaceful coexistence, thanks to the policies™of the Nixon
. Administration, Wrwit%m
o coex:stence is'made to operate in favor of ecagﬁallslooun rigs,
: soclanst countries kept on the def sive.
; e mission speaks of alleged représsion and coercion in thé
countries of the socialist community, thus the necessity of focusing on the
question of liberties and human rights. The commission also speaks of the
Soviet Union's alleged domination and hegemony over the other socialist
countries: from this follows the necessity of making use of this question,
determining the weak links, and breaking these links in order to dtsm:egﬂ
. rate the socialist'community and flirt with some of its members, €<
Last year, 1980, when the. disturbances erupted in Poland,
imperialism thought its opportunity had come. It exploited the situation
ruthlessly in order to promote the aims stated above, sparing no effort to
break this Tink in the socialist community. Facts, however, indicate that it
is the United Workers Party of Poland thatis responsnble for the sntuation

i

' hawng deleriorated to this level. The currént acute crisis in Poland is being-

further aggravated by imperialist-reactionary circles. We believetiatto-
ve this crisis, the United Workers P should

_ments thal idve infiltrated its rankss The party must devote serious atten-
tion to the Polish working class with-a view towards mobilizing and
-orgamzmg it to-defend Polands gains and oppose the real enegue.s..
; e‘must
: ;erarswhich-have been cornm:tied inthe past years, forthese underly the
.emergence of the crisis. _
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avote all efforts 19 ]

. rébuilding and Tortifying itself, purging bourgeois and. opportunist “opporiunist ele-

To retum to the plans of the Trilateral Commission: Imperialist.circles
also speak of alleged Russian chauvinism and oppression of other

nationalities in the Soviet Union, mwmmmm
oontradncUcons ln addition they spéal of Islam in certain Sowet republics
“advocate putting the Soviet Union on the dafenswe sothat its «true face»,
as they assert, will be exposed to all, i.e., to the people of the socialist
countries and of the oppressed countries, who consider the Soviet Union
and other socialist countries as the main supporters of their struggle for
li ion and development.
From a military point of view, imperialist circles declared that they
must free themselves of the Vietnam Syndrome, achieve military
superiority and confront any threats to the imperialist system by militar
means.

Third: To consolidate relations with China, benefitting fron
the Chinese leadership's deviation.- .

This aims at establishing an imperialist-Chinese alliance in the fac
of the Soviet Union and the' rest of the socialist community. This line is no
a result of the r US and China, particularh

hanistan, It has been part of the commission's documents from the
szan. long before US-Chinese relations reached their present level.

Fourth: To consolidate relations with the countries of the
three continents in order to keep them dependent on the
capitalist system, and so that the capitalist system remains

the ideal which they strive to emulate.
The commission's documents pay lip service to the freedom of the

. peoples of the three continents. They speak of the necessity of abandon-
ing fascist and dictatorial regimes, of supporting liberal, democratic Yen->
dencies, of offering economic aid and other such myths. In reality, we find
that imperialist policy results in greater dependency and backwardness;
greater repression to ensure the continuation of this dependency; the use
. of all means and the instigation of religious, communal and ethnic strife to
keep these countries weak; and undermining any-mass movement ta
keep them in the orbit of imperialism. i

=%~ Inourarea, the Camp David policy and tha related fascist-imperialist-
’Zk)nlst sactarian scheme in Lebanon, the sectarian scheme concocted for




. Syria ‘én‘d other sin

0
designs, consfitute the real translation of all the

£ lofty 1deals espoused by the Trilateral Cofmission. Similarly, the feverish
" imperialist moves in the Caribbean, Latin America, Southeast Asia, the

Indian Ocean, the Guli, Africa and elsewhere are concrete instances that
reveal the real stances of imperialism towards the three continents.

Sugh are the:main features of the plans of the imperialisl circles rep-
resented in the Trilateral Commission and the US Pentagon. The Carter
Administration exemplified this policy in action. Carter began his term by
raising the issue of human rights, receiving dissidents in the White House
and visiting Poland. Romania and Yugoslavia. There followed a series of
‘capitalist summit meetings. There were talks about the qeed for
strengthening NATO; a resolution was adopted in May 1978 lo increase
its budget. The Carter' Administration also began talks to conclude the
SALT Il agreement, while deciaring the neutron bomb and bud.gets forthe
production for new missiles and aircraft capable of delivering nuclear
warheads and bombs. As the price for US ratification of SALT II, the Carter
Administration enacted various maneuvers to extort concessions from th_e

" Soviet Union, such as Soviet collusion wi i rds. This
“was followed by the NATO decision to install the Pershing [l and cruise
missiles network in Europe, which directly jeopardizes the security of the

- Soviet Union and the socialist community and, consequently, world

eace. :
? _The people's victories in lran a‘nw\a%ii@in dealta pa[n!ul blow to
" imperialism and its stooges amlans‘ ISYmpeiled imperialism to exer-
cise its aggressive policies in‘the region in'a flagrant, unrestrained man-
" ner. Thus, after the triumph of the Iranian revolution and the collapse of
the Shah's regime, Carter visited the region, and the Camp David accords
were concluded. US Secretary of Defense Harold Brown also toured the
“area, and there was talk of establishihg the Fifth Fleet and the Rap_id
Deployment Force, and reinforcing US military bases on Diego Garcia

1 and'Masirah (Oman),-as well'as other political and military maneuvers.
~~& After the events in Afghanistan, the‘policies of the Carter Administra-

(::-o; the Trilateral Commission and the Pentagon generals. became crys-

{ tal.clear, expressing the interests of the mightiest monopolies. Carter

i announced a number-of anti-Soviet measures. He put pﬂ submitﬁng the
VSALT Il agreement to the Congress for ratification. He tried to mobilize the

‘entire imperialist camp and to distort the image of the Soviet Union. He
iried 1o use Islam to serve imperialist designs, and sought new bases in

Kenya and Somalia. He sent Brown to visit China, after which Sino-Ameri-
can cooperation became more avident. These policies strained the inter-
national situation and brought the world to the verge of a new cold war,
thus seriously jeopardizing peaceful cosxistence and international
detente. : = ‘

Imperialist circles have tried to blame the strained international situa-
tion on the Soviet military presence in Afghanistan. Some liberal circles try
to explain that the US administration's attitude was dictated by the presi-
dential election campaign. However, careful examination of the course of
political events in the international arena reveals that such imperialist
policies are really a logical consequence of imperialism's impasse and the
victories won by the socialist camp and liberation forces during the last
few years. The imperialist policies are the implementation of ‘the line
adopted by Carter and his adviser Brzezinski, which has been advocated
for some time by the Trilateral Commission and other imperialist circles.
Indeed Carter's State of the Union address, particularly the introduction,
provides the explanation for the factors underfying the imperialist policies.

. The address reads in part: «Three main developments have contributed
to the emergence of the challenges now confronting us. They are: The
steady growth of Soviet military forces stationed outside the Soviet Union:
the overwhelming dependence of industrial democrarcies on Middle East
oil supplies; and the pressure for social, religious, economic and political
change in many developing countries, such as exemplified by the revolu-
tion in'lran.» : ‘

Careful examination of the thoughts entertained in these phrases,
voiced by Carter himself, reveals the real causes behind the aggressive
preparations being made by US imperialism. The social, economic and
political change in the developing countries, which Carter speaks of, is
what we view as the successes scored by the national liberation move-
ments. The overwhelming dependence on oil supplies from the Middle
East refers to a factor in the economic crisis afflicting the international
capitalist system; this system is based on the exploitation and plunder of
the resources of other peoples who have now become conscious and are
struggling for their right to control these resources. The US is totally
dependent on import for 26 of the 36 basic raw materials needed for its

industry. In the present international political situation, the US can only
escalate its war preparations and aggressive policy to retain control of
these raw.materials. Concerning the stationing of Soviet troops on forsign
soil, this simply means that the military might of the Soviet Union and the _
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socialist community: has grown to an extent that enables them to exercise
international solidarity; this ended the era when imperialism could bully
the people of the world without restraint.

In this State of the Union address, Carter was compelied to admit, in
his own terms of course, the main factors underlying the general crisis of
imperialism, which impel it to adopt aggressive schemes that endanger
civilization as a whole. Soviet military support to the Afghani revolution
provided the US with the pretext for unveiling all the plans which had been
accumulating asa result of the historical process and the steady aggrava-

tion of imperialism's general crisis. Events in Afghanistan unmasked the
reality of the policies and plans whereby imperialism would confront the
socialist community with increasing aggressiveness.

¢ A national democratic revolution took piace in Afghanistan in April

/1978t is common knowledge that this was the work of indigenous forces,

{not exported by the Soviet Union.Imperialism, together with reactionaries

t Afghanistan's borders and counterrevolutionary forces inside the coun-

try, was quick to ‘start hostile activities in order to abort the revolution.

Soviet support was forthcoming to enable the Afghani revolution to put an

end to the imperialist-reactionary intervention. Foreign intervention was
initiated by the impérialist and reactionary forces. Soviet support came
later to counter-this intervention-and help the Afghani revolution face the
counterrexolutionary forces motivated by imperialism and reaction.
ilitary support to the Afghani revolution is a clear indication of the
_policy adopted by the-Soviet Union and socialist community in response
to imperialism's aggressive schemes. The countries of the socialist com-
/| munity adhere tenaciously to peaceful coexistence, but they will by no
/means allow imperialism a free hand to carry out hostile activities against
! the‘peoplé:c rarrest the worldwide process of revolutionary
3rialism to exploit the socialist commun-
stence on peaceful coexistence will never
Lo ' with imperialism at the expense of the
i peop Soviet Union, or other countries of the
| ‘socialist cominity, from;cafrying out their internationalist duties in tull.
“ " For the countries of the socialist community, peaceful coexistence
ns that they will not resorttowar as ameans of solving their contradic-
Ay s-capjtalis emathey will not export rave tion.’ At the same
76, it means:gtting the worldwide process of revolutionary change pro-
géd unrestiicied; it means: standing: firm in the face of imparialist

. Lschemes to impede this process( The Soviet Union and the countries of
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the socialist community will spare no effort to_make necessary_com-
Wmmﬂme. Theydosoforthesake
of hurnanlty.an progress, to expose the totally raactionary.'aggressive
pature_s _of imperialism and to aggravate contradictions within the
"!E'Qe_ﬂgh_s_t_ camp. However, such.compromises will be limited, not affect-
~"ing the line that has materialized over the past years. This line is charac-
terized by firm confrontation, no submission to blackmail, and mutual sup-
port between all the forces of liberation and socialism in the common

{ struggle against imperialism

—Intherlightof the-abave, we can make the following statements:
~The policy of peaceful coexistence will remain imposed on the imperialist
camp because of the destructive consequences entailed by nuclear war ﬁ
-There will continue to be conflict within the framework of peaceful ooexis-:
tence; there will be upsurges of conflict, and imperialism will resort to
every available' means short of global nuclear war.

;gz::!gias of :hq international situation will lead to the heightening of
i ict, resulting in limited w. ili i i i
i ol g ed wars, m.llltary lrlreals.. international tension
-_The ir]lernational balance of forces will enable the camp of socialism and
liberation to achieve more successes which imperialism will be forced to

sgal!ow; despile its war cries. - : :

-During the coming years, the curve showing the course of historywi -
tlr.iue upwards; there may be downward turngs atcertain juncturlgg‘tf::ﬂf::
WI"_II"IOt affect the general trend. al® : L !
-Our epoch is that of transition from capitalism to socialism. This has been

affirmed inthe past years and will be further and more disti
s lalionl ‘ . e distinctly confirmed
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Chapter 5.
“The International

Communist Movement

1. The Chinese Leadership’s Retrogression
2. Eurocommunism

. A historical review of the international communist movement shows
that at various stages it was, naturally enough, subject to contradictions.
These sometimes grew quite acute, causing.the movement to split for a
time, then reorganize in the light of new developments and the lessons
derived. The First International came to an end after the Paris Commune.
It was replaced by the Second International which failed to survive the cir-
cumstances brought about by World War 1. Then came the Third Interna-
tional which had to dissolve its central organization in 1943.

* Using scientific socialist tholght, this phenomenon was analyzed. It

_was attributed partly to meJ'ﬂﬁMﬁQMWW‘
resulted in lefiist and rightist tendencies It was also attributed to inability
to master dialectics; there was inability to:apply dialectics to the concrete,
objective conditions facing the working class movement, or to confiicting
points of view elicited by new developments. There was inability to apply
dialectics for understanding the dynamics of the conflict, the phenomena
issuing therefrom; and the positions fo be determined. Dialectics were
moreover needed to formulate the lessons to be derived from this
phenomenon of internal contradictions, and to determinie the correct way
to handle it. :
% . We deem it beneficial to Introduce this chapter ift this way, to provide
an objective view of the ciirrent conflict within the international working
‘class movement. Otherwise, this phenomenon might throw us into a state
of confusion, doubt or despair about the future of the conflict between
sncialism and capitalism. Céntradictions and disputes within the interna-

“Yional communist movement are a natural phenomenon, accompanying

its development. They have never halted-the-ayer advancing merch, nor

will they ever do so.
(3

=

1. The Chinese Lead’efship 'S Retrogression

When the Chinese revolution triumphed under the | i
Corpn}unist Party of China (GPC), this was regarded as aegar{;::ts\:goo’ If%?
soc@lsm and the international working class movement. China's grgo -
rapr_nc_ and demographic size gave that triumph special signiﬁcancg'
Socialism rr?en encompassed one-third of the world population. :

Ip the first years after the victory of the revolution, China maintained
an alh‘ance and solidarity with the Soviet Union and the communist move-
ment in general. Then, in the latter half of the fifties, differences-began to
appear ll:tetween the Soviet Union and China on a number of ideclogical
and political questions. At that time, these differences were considered
natural ones, attributable to the differing conditions and experiences of

the two oountnes: Even when China began to speak publicly of these dif-
ferences, publishing the memoranda sent by the CPC to the CPSU, this
was not regar;fa_d as acting contrary to the rules that govern relations' bet-
\iveen fwo socialist countries. On the contrary, many among the national
liberation movements, ourselves included, considered China's action as
a sound embodiment of relations between socialist countries. These
st;ouid be b_ased on independence and mutual respect, in accc;rdance
uf:th the principles of proletarian internationalism. O;I>en ideolégieal
dnalogue_was seen as an important means of developing the international ﬁl
communist n_'novemant and preserving its unity on sound foundations j‘""'
At that tl_me, China's political position called for in(ennsifi<:ati‘c;;'f—c;‘ir= the )
| struggle against imperialism and Zionism; this irifluenced our position /
\causing usto strg:ngiy sympathize with China in the Sino-Soviet dispute 7
However, this dispute took a new turn when the Chinese leaders“ﬁfs
began to speak of social imperialism and the Soviet Union's deserting the
re\:'oluuonary camp. We did not support this view of the Chinese leader--
sprp;as can .l;rs confirmed by the publications of our central bodies. Yet we
d|q not anticipate the serious, adverse repercussions it would havé on the
::::Iy mqtfhmt: :or$:;ut?:stt n:’ov?ment. Nor did we realize that it was inconsis-
at shou i ( icti
e d govern the handling of contradictions bet-
Unable to foresee the consequences of the Chinese vi
cal_linq for !he unity of the soclalist camp. We mmainadlea‘;é;eegeg
%hmg sr attllud? vis-a-vis imperialism, the more so on account of
Imperialism's refusal, until the beginni i i
il ginning of the seventies, to recognize the
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" Then the Chinase leadership declared the thesis of «the three
) .xmm.ig:'e This _de_ﬁiﬁi%%;tj;a international conflict pot as.a class strugale
between capitalism and socialism, between the bourgeoisie and the pro-
letariat, but.as a struggle betw untries. with-ditferent levels-of
'; economic development] At first, this thesis put the Soviet Union in the
-same camp as US imperialism. It later began to consider the Soviet Union
as constituting an even greater danger to the peoples of the ?ﬂ‘.‘lﬁd than l?S .
imperialism. This led to the slogan for a woridwide front against the Soviet
Union: During his visitto Washington, Deng Xiaoping explicitly c_alied for
such a front. This explains the current alliance between China and
‘imperialism against the Soviet Union. ; _
‘m?aﬁr?es&ingew leadership's propositions were applied to foreign policy.
This helped us to pinpoint China's new position as regards the interna-
tional conflict, as well as the conflict in our region. We_clte (}hma s position
towards the Pinochet dictatorship in_Chile, Mobuto in Zairs, the-Shah.of
ran, Numeiri in_Sudan, and Sadat of nggg.ﬁ\_w_b_ofvg_a,s_r.egardedﬁ.as-e-
na{ipnal hero wbn.hadAibemted—his-wuatry—!rcmSevseLlnﬂy,&ng&’On the
other hand, there was the Chinese position against the MPLA in Angola.
At last came China's premeditated aggression against Vietnam. At that
time, the PFLP adopted a firm position and declared its condafnnatlongf
this aggression. These political stances culminatled in open S‘_“o'Ama’_‘é'i
can cooperation in supporting the oounterraw_:luhon in 'Afg!mnlstgn. Thi f
definitively determined the Chinese leadership’s ppmhqn in the internay
tional conflict as one of retrogression and cooperation w;t!:n 1mpenatfsm,é
Naturally, there are a number of factors that explain th§ Chmasg
leadership's retrogression and deviation. Prime_r among _these is the petit
;_t_agg;g_ep‘s character of the Chinese.leadership itself. This class structure
ur.ia\ked the way for the deviation and contributed to its assuming such pro-
portions. Othier factors contributing to the deviation are: the class struc-
ture of the Chinese society onthe eve of the revolution’s triumph, the great

difficulties that faced socialist construction, and the setbacks suffered in

the.course of development. The deviation expreslsed i!gelt in erroneous
political and theoretical positions; resufting in this particularly Chinese
way of handling contradictions within the Chinese revolution and the CPC
_on the one hand, and between China and the countries of the soclal.usl

"\ ommunity on the other.
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(providas fertile soil for the growth of idealist, subjective, adventurist and
chauvinist tendencie

s ) .
There are thr: rgctors involved: the policies of the Chinese leader-

ship, the nature of the Chinese society on the eve of the revolution's
triumph, and the class structure of the CPC leadership. These factors
combined explain the Chinese revolution's deviation, its lsadership's
retrogression and the opportunist tendencies that led to a series of adven-
turist ideological, political, organizational and economic positions which it
is not our purpose to discuss here.

On the eve of the victory of the revolution, the Chinese society was
primarily an ‘agricultural one. In contrast, Russia was not exclusively-an,
agricultural society on the eve of the triumph of the Qctober Revolution,

although it was not a developed industrial country..lt was an agricultural ...

industrial_society in which capitalism_had developed to a degree which,
provided only the minimal material base for buildiqg_,sﬁo_c__ig!i_g@_ﬂ.{On this
foundation, the October Revolution managed to begin the process 6f

. socialist construction, thanks to sound economic policies worked out by

Lenin after bitter ideological struggles within the party. The CPSU later
completed the process under the leadership of Stalin, with great efforts
and sacrifices. j

In contrast, socialist construction in China started at an extremely low,
level.dictated by the conditions of the Chinese society itself; Influenced by
a subjective, idealist desire to surmount this situation, Mao formulated his
policy of «The Great Leap Forward». This aimed at accelerating the pro-
cess of development and eliminating certain stages. This policy resulted

_infailure, which in turn accentuated tensions within the CPC and with the
Soviet Union which opposed such policies.

The fallure of Mao's program for socialist construction weakened his
position in the party. His response was «The Cultural Revolution» and the
conflicts that followed within the CPC. The setbacks suffered in the pro-
cess of socialist construction complicated China's relations with the
Soviet Union, for the Chinese leadership began to accuse the Soviet
Union of failing to perform its proletarian internationalist duty, by not pro-
viding, China with what was needed to manage the objective obstacles.
The Soviet model was achieving more and more successes, while that of
China was suffering failures.

It was under these contrasting conditions of the two countries that
China's hostility to the Soviet Union developed; the theory of social
imperialism was elaborated. This was followed by the theory of «the three
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and the ‘Soviet's successful. socialist construction. The theory of «the”

- three worlds» is a subjective expression of China's economic conditiog.
as compared to the US:on the onej_gnd. and the._Saoviet Union on the
“Blhes TToraly Alsregards (he qualiative differencesbetweenine.wo sys:
dems MM%WMdemmpmsnmndpmducﬁom
general. ye! totally Giflerent in. tlerms-ot-heir structural natuce, the laws-
gaoverningeachy Bic.social.and political.objsstives—~

" In view of the theories of «the three worlds», social imperialism and
the two super powers' struggle to.redistribute spheres of iqﬂu,ance. and
the total disregard for the qualitative difference between Qaps!at:sl US and
“socialist USSR, China's shift to alliance with US imperialism is foresee-
able and explicable. Based on the above outlook, it was sufficient for the
US to pursue a policy of rapprochement with China, to lrnake’ China
tespond positively on the basis of mutual hostility to the Soviet Union and
ofher socialist countries. Thus the theory of the «two imperialisms»,
capitalist and socialist, turned into a theory of old imperialism and new
imperialism; the latter was considered more youthful and d_angerous, and
applied to the Soviet Union. From this view sprang China's c’al! for a
worldwide front to check the alleged newly emerging, advancing and,
hence, more dangerous imperialism. o

The increasing clarity of China's explicit alliance with US i|.-npenahsm
today fills the hearts of revolutionaries with deep sorrow and_paln. ?o does
thé Chinese leadership's hostile campaign against the Soviet Union, and
the unmistakable reflections.of this position-in-bafriending-the forces of

) .y 7 . * 4 2= 1 . L ...
reaction,-and anlagomz|ng.the_m%0f|'rbjr_§ygg_x.n_Assa._A__r1cgggﬁd Latin_

_America At the same time, this clarity puts an end to the state of confusion
“'and division which some revolutionary forces experi_enced at the .t?egm-
“ning of the Sino-Soviet dispute. At that time, China'’s firm opposition to
imperialism, and related ideological and political theses madg |l. possible
' to create confusion and divisiof in the ranks of the anti-imperialist camp.
For a time, Maoist parties mushroomed in various parts of the world.
. Sorme contingents of the national liberation movements, ourselves
"inchided, viewed China as a supporter and ally that exceeded the Soviet
"Union in hostility to imperialism. Now, when China's position as an ally of
impérialism has become evident the picture isno longer blurred: Increas-
ingly, it shows the Soviet Union'as consistently ar_ld in p.rlqmple _ho_shlq to
imperialism, continuously attaining achievements in socialist construction
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worlds, » wh'@ch-\;r‘és.ﬁﬁdbﬂubi:éd{y connected with China’s failures on lh’ta“'l
ecanomic front. in contrast to both the US's developed capitalist economy -

and excelling in the economic contest with the capitalist system. This
further consolidates the international communist movement and the anti-
imperialist front. This is perhaps best evidenced by the fact that none of
the recently liberated countries in Asia, Africa and Latin America have suf-
fered splits along pro-Soviet / pro-Chinese lines. They are carrying on
with their national democratic-socialist revolution, finding in the countries
of the socialist community their principle allies. The same applies to
national liberation movements that are still struggling for victory. In a word,
the world revolutionary movement is marching .on and winning victories
despite the Chinese leadership's retrogression.
This reappraisal of China's place in the international revolutionary
process naturally includes reconsideration and criticism of our earlier pos-
ition, dating back to the time China began to speak of social imperialism.
For a time, we were preoccupied with only one side of the picture: China
as a socialist country led by a communist party, adopting a strong anti-
imperialist position, supporting the Vietnamese and Cambodian-peoples’.
struggle against imperialism, anq\_getusing-te-reeognizeihe-ﬁenist entity.
We ‘were unable to foresee the repercussions of China's views and posi-
tion vig-a-vis the Soviet Union, on the world socialist system. We can point
to a number of factors that led us to adopt.our position; one of them was.
Vietnam's appeal for the unity. of the-socialist.camps Yet this will only ex-
plain, not justify; our inability to perceive the dangers of the line China pur-
sued in relation to the Soviet Union and the socialist community, from the
time it began to consider contradictions with the Soviet Union as
antagonistic, as contradictions with the enemy.

Such reconsideration is now a basic necessity for us in order to
remove any confusion or ambiguity as to the world revolutionary process
in the present era and our position in this. The socialist community, led by
the Soviet Union, is the pole representing socialism as opposed to
capitalism; itis the pole where the national liberation movements find sup-

"port in the struggle against imperialism. With this reconsideration, we
place ourselves in the framework that today represents the unity of the
communist movement. On the basis of profound understanding of Mar-
;:_is_m-Leninism and ‘commitment to proletarian internationalism, we con-
sider ourselves responsible for making political decisions concerning the
Palestinian and Arab cause. At the same time,_we are fully aware. that

" alliance with the countries of the socialist community, led by the Soviet
Union, links the Palestinian and Arab révolution to thie world revolution; it
Tnterconnects e national democratic and the_socialist. revolution; it
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lizes the Slogan «Workers of- All Cdiintries and Oppressed Peoples,
' Unitel» deologically. and politically, we consider this reconsideration a
. decisive 'end to a situation which'was for-a time dominated by confusion.
Does this mean we no longer considér China a socialist country? The

| ‘character of any country's regime is primarily determined by the mode of
- production. This in turn is determined by the forces and relations of pro-.
_ duction. prevailing in the given society and constituting the base of ils
*- socioeconomic formation. Yetthis is not enough, for the superstructure is
“"an inseparable reflection of the economic base. The dialectical relation-

ship between the economic base and the superstructure must be in full
harmony if the superstructure is to fulfill its role in furthering the develop-
maent of the economic base. In'the light of the disharmony between the
‘'socialist economic base and the superstructure, we can say that loday.

.- China is socialist in terms of its economic b g_monﬁsocim_gljgﬁute_n'ni

1of the -laédershig'smm"aﬁh ifical line. TAUS China stands at a
crossroads: Either socialism will triumph completely in the superstructure,
which requires drastic changes almost amounting to a revolution; or the
non-revolutionary line will persist; this will be reflected on the economic,
&l gradually removing the socialist content. o

- 2. Eurocommunism

It is not our purpose here to present a comprehensive study of
Eurocommunism. We will not cover all its tenets, supporting arguments or
their impact on the European communist parties’ positions on central
poiitical issues, as currently being debated in Europe and globally. Here,
we are interested in only the most important questions of Eurocom-

munism. ‘
As expressed by Santiago Carrillo, Secretary General of the Spanish
Communist Party, in his book Eurocommunism and’ the State, the
. essence of Eurocommunism is that it is no longer.necessary that the Eure-
pean communist parties employ force to seize state power: concurrently,
“thedictatorship of the proletariat is no longer necéssary to keep the pro-
letariat in power and complete the socialist fevolution.
" To support such propositions, Eurocommunism paints to the change
that has taken place in the nature of the contemporary capitalist state.
Eurocommunism maintains that the emergence of the monopoly state
means that severai classes oppose the state. Thus, revolution is the
demand not only of the proletariat, but of the majority of the masses. This
«makes accession to power possible through the ballot boxes, by winning
the majority of votes.» Eurocommunism maintains that once slate power
is seized, there is no need for the dictatorship of the proletariat, or smash-
ing the old state machinery. They say it is not possible in the modern state
to destroy the army in the traditional manner. They assert that it is possible
«t0 transform the military mentality democratically» by reforming the milit-
ary system. According to-Eurocommunism, this is feasible because the
underprivileged classes predominate in the army. .

Eurocommunism also argues that the international situation and the
balance of nuclear power no longer permit any substantial disequilibrium
in the international balance of forces. Hence, Eurocommunism counsels
;a;tﬁgn_lgsj_@ional liberation struggles develop into a nuclear world war.

imilarly, it preaches that the mﬁﬁmm
should be made gradually, by peaceful means, to avoid upsetting the
balance of forces and unleashing a universal nuclear disaster.

Eurocommunism's arguments have been reflected in its political
attitude toward the conflict between the forces of socialism and liberation
on the one hand, and the forces of imperialism and reaction on the other.
Thus, some European communist parties justify their country’s remaining
in NATO after their coming to power. They even speak of the necessity of
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a European milltary organization established on a purely national, not

class. basis. Such argumiénts were behind opposition to the Soviet

Union's «intervention» in Czechoslovakia in 1968. Such arguments were

. behind the Italian and Spanish communist parties’ opposition to the Soviet

Union's support to Afghanistan’s revolution, to enable it to face the coun-

terrevolution manipulated by imperialism and the reactionaries. Eurocom-
munism does not stop here. Carrillo goés even farther, declaring that the,
next stage will be neither socialism nor capitalism, but ua‘stage of long-

lasting coexistence between the two forms of property, private and pub-
lici»

Now we are entitled to ask: What is left of Marxism, ge_minisrn gnd
communism? In the light of these arguments and their political applica-
tion, where does Eurocommunism stand vis-a-vis the world rgvoiuuor_wary
movement? These arguiments discount all the lessons dern{ed by the
working class in the long and strenuous struggle against _ca;_:itallsm and §_I!‘
forms of revisionism. Where are the lessons of the Paris Commune?
Where are those deduced by Lenin, without which the October Revoluhon?
would not have triumphed and survived the countiess attempts to des:troy-
it? Without these lesséns, working class struggles would have remained,

- trapped in the bog of reformism.

Marx's contribution, says Lenin, is not discovering the class struggle;

writers had spoken of this struggle hundreds of years before. His cqntribu-
tion lies in deducing from the class struggie the necessity of the dictator-
ship of the proletaria®: «Only a Marxist deduces fromthe class struggle the

" _necessity of the dictatorship of the proletariat» (The State and Revolu:
tion). Lenin also says, «The proletarian revolution is not poss[ble _w.m}oul

. destroying the boUrgeoiss rachinery by force and replacing it with a
new machine» (The Proletarian Revolution and the Renegade Kautsky).
“Tenin says, «The dictatorship of the proletariat is precisely the e;‘.sence (o]
‘Manx's doctrine...(it) is of the utmost importance for all countries, espe-
:élally for the advanced, especially for countries at war, and especially at

“the present time.» : . _
“Eurocommunism discounts the foundation on which the proletarian
revolution stands:; it scraps all the lessons the working class has accumu-
' lated through long and arduous struggle. However, neither our arguments
nor the lessons derived by Lenin will convince Eurocommunists, _for they
_see themselves as attempting to develop Marxism, to bring it in hng with
" new conditions. Eurocommunists correctly postulate that Marxisrn’ is nqt
a rigid doctrine; hence, it should always be reconsidered and criticized in
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order to be further developed.It is true that reconsideration and criticism
.are'essential ingredients of Marxist theory, but there is a great difference

__between developing Marxism and revising it.# _ :
" "I Cenin's conclusions are 00 old and too theoretical a responsé to

Eurocommunism, the example of Chile, which occurred at the same time
Eurocommunism was making its views public, is certainly an up-to-date
and practical retort. The Chilean example did-show the possibility-of-the-
revolutionary forces coming to power through the ballot box without
resorting to violence; Nevertheless, Tproved the impossibility of retainin

power and effecting socialist transformation without destroying the ol

state machinery and imposing proletarian dictatorship -on the forces of
counterrevolution, who will never be reconciled to their defeat.—.——-+
v «The transition from capitalism to communism constitutes an entire
historical epoch. As long as it is not complete, the exploiters will inevitably
retain the.hope of returning - .aﬂop&wﬂi'c&@_m&igmnempts to retumn,...
and.they.will.rush to fight,... drawing behind them the largest part of the

petit bourgeoisie» (Lenin). History.has not recorded a single incident
where the exploiters stood by, calmly walching a revolution being -géijrjg;l.
out and established Exploiters will defend_their_class privileges and
‘power to the Iast breath. If they are ousted from power, they will again and
again attempt a counterrevolution. This happened in Russia, Hungary,
Czechoslovakia. Cuba and elsewhere: it is now haopenina in Afahanis:
tan.

Euracommunists do say that the bourgeoisie will probably resort 1o
war if the democratic solution proves unsuccessful. To Eurocommunism,
the resort to war remains a probability, whereas in reality it is an inevitabil-
ity. The bourgeoisie will remain strong for a long time, even after the
triumph of the proletariat. It will draw strength from international capital,
and from the financial, organizational, managerial and military capabilities
it can muster. It will derive strength from its knowledge of the state's se-
crets and fromn the mentality it cultivated in the society during the genera-
tions of its power. It will draw strength from its ability to make use of the
economic difficulties faced by the revolution in the initial period following
its triumph. It is impossible for the bourgeoisie to lay down its arms after
the first defeat. Rather it will wield all weapons in order to regain state
power and recover its former positions and privileges. The only force cap-
able of facing all such attempts is the dictatorship of the proletariat’ '

Our view on Eurocommunism is related to our analysis of the infiltra-
tion of petit bourgeois elements, influences and thoughts into the working
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Sk dh i paries. 11 goedinio & from earlier analyses of this
class 4nY its ‘parties. it does not differ an this
' ‘bhenomenon. Moreaver, the'bribes paid by the bourgeoisie to cerla.l‘n.ln
7 flugtial working class circles. together with certain relormist po |c‘|re15
adopted by the 'state, provide favorable objective conditions for the

* emergence of such trends,

-% . Chinese fevi;ionism. Eurocommunism, the Ne“f Left and the v_ari'ous-.
" trends bred by the struggle within the world communist movement in ear

Our appraisal of Eurocommunisim dogs-noi. however, ;nzar;l:;\a; ::a
regard 'these communist parties as I:xawng totally dese :a ishidsd
imperialist, anti-Zionist camp. Thus, it is only nat_urall for us 1a:u s; sl
tions of cooperation and alliance with these 'parhes in the inter o
national cause, notwithstanding the reservations stated above.

lier stages.'do not-radically change the ovaralldD:.:Nfe Ol:_:lgeeg;goaizg
pitali : d, and the worki

struggle between capitalism on:the one hand, _ _

the oggpréssed peoples on the other. The substantial successes, _ach:efx;gg

by- the countries of the socialist community, keep the oonfsiellatlonlp o

struggle crystal clear: Imperialism and the forces of reaction area |g{ 1:

against the forces of world revolution represented by the countries of the

" socialist community, the national liberation movements and all the work-

[ é ic i italist countries.
ing class and democratic forces in the capi ries.

; The phenomenon of differences. dissent qnd spi;ts within the wciric:
communist movement is concurrent with the grf:thh an‘d c!evelppmg:r ?ﬂ
the working class movementin its struggle against capitalism, in or

create a new society: socialism.
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Chapter 6

The Countries of the
So-called «Third World»
in Asia, Africa and Latin America

Our reading of the international political situation and its horizons is
not complete without considering the state of affairs in the countries of the
so-called «third world». We will try to chart their future course in the light
ofthe redlities of the epoch and their experience over the last thirty years.

These countries account for more than half tho globs, and inore than
half its population. Extrapolations, based on rates of population increass,
indicate that the population of these countries will be more than two-thirds
of the worid population by the end of this century. It is, therefore, natural
for these countries to play a special role in determining the future of
humanity and Iobaﬁ.lggle we dealt with in earlier chapters.

The term &third worlds. is really an expression of certai tical

economic and ndition 0 to most countries of Asia, Africa
Amdéatiumtfﬁcem\ﬁ_spmrelaﬂvely insignificant ditferences between

one country and another. In the time of colonialism, these countries were
directly colonized by the capitalist countries, which rasulted in the total
destruction of their national economies, In many colonies, agricuitural__
uced to a single crop, such as cofton-f
eir economies were totally subor- -

to foreign capital which plundered their natural wealth and controlled their
agricultural and industrial production in a manner suited to the interests of
capitalist production. Under such conditions, it was unavoidable that the
process of economic development in the colonies be arrested. This
adversely affected all aspects of ife: social, cuttural and scientific, Thus
these countries were placed in a state of backwardness, colonialism hay-
ing sealed off all prospacts of development and progress.
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In:this“situation, it was natural that the people's struggle in these
countries focused on this overt colonialism and its military presence. Simi- Y
larty, 0, that the bourgeoisie in the colonies was among the
classes fighting -the colonialists. Due to its grea m’&ﬁﬁi_!n!es and
shrewdness—as-eompared With other classes, this bourgeOIS{a often...
occubiad the leading positions in the struggle against cc_:fonliallsm. To
these anti-colonial people’s struggles were added the conflicts in the form
of World War | and Il between tha capitalist nations, as well as the tiumph
of the October Revolution, and later the emergence of the socialist system
on an internatiorial scale. The combination of these developments forged
the colonialists to pull out of most colonies and grant them forma.l polhrca_l
indspendence. Scores of newly in_dependantjcountriqs joined lh_e UN. At
this juncture, generally speaking, traditional colonialism was practic_aﬂy
ended: Most colonies had bacome formally independent nations, each
with its own national flag, anthem and seat in the UN.
But how did things go in these countries after they attained formal
independence? _ " B
(ﬂ . Generally speaking, the national bourgeoisie held poiitical power,
.. whila tha country remained subordinate and economically dependent on
/tha metropolis. The bourgedisie of the «third world» was unable to com-
"pete with the bourgeoisie of the metropolis; their economies were control-
led by the laws of the world cdpitalist market. Thus, the «third world»
bourgeoisie was unable to create an industrial revolution as had the
bourgeois classes of Europe, North America and Japan. Instead, this
bourgeoisie reconciled itself to its second-rate status, dependent on tha
metropolis; it contented itself with a share of the imperialist bourgeoisie’s
exploitation and plunder of the peoples of the «third workd», )
Owing to the chains binding the countries of the three continents to
neocolonialism, their economic development process has hardly been
proceeding better than before. While a small bourgeois class has become
.- increasingly more affluent and extravagant, the: ma}onty of the masses
have sunk deeper and deeper into poverty and backwardngss. The gap
between capitalist and dependent countries has been widening year after
year; the majority of the masses in the latter countries are unable to get
efiough nourishment. It has become increasingly evident that unleashing
‘the 'development process in:these countries is largely contingent on a
national democratic revolution against neccolonialism and the parasitic,
" local bourgeoisie. This bourgeoisis is the lackey of Imperialism, oppres-
-sing the peopie and continuing their exploitation and subjugation on
behalf of the imperialists.
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By the fifties, it had become, evident that the parasitic, dependent
bourgeoisie was unable to lead the development process, that its
interests were interwoven with thosa of imperialism, and that it oppressed
the people on behalf of imperialism, At this time, other strata of the
bourgeoisie, namely the petit and middle bourgeoisie, undertook to lead
the development process. The readiness of the Soviet Union and other
countries of the socialist community, to support the peoples in any battle
against imperialism, was an objective factor that contributed to this ten-
dency. The middie and petit bourgeoisie tried to pursue an independent
course of their own. Politically this was based on non-alignment. Econom-
ically, it was based on development plans, planned economy, agrarian
reform, the public sector, and, in some cases, attempts at industrializa-
tion. In this, they relied on tactical alliance with the Soviet Union. These
sectors of the bourgeoisie regarded their course as «non-capitalist
development», allegedly neither dependent on imperialism nor requiring
strategic alliance with the socialist community. The actual process, how-
ever, soon revealed the laws that governed this course and the results to
which it would lead, :

~Atfirst, the political and economic battles fought by the petit and mid-
die bourgeoisie gave the impression that thare really was a third course of
development open to «third world» countries. Representative leaders of
this course include Nasser, Nehru, Sukamo and Nkrumah, Time, how:"
ever, soon showed the people of these countries, in practice, the limits oﬁ
such independence and its ability to solve the problems of development,
and the results to which it would lead. For a time, these countries man-
aged to wrench some concessions from imperialism, though the latter:*
continued to wield the baton. However, as their power was prolonged, the T
petit and middle bourgeois promoted their own private and class interests. :
As these interests grew, they gradually intertwined with thosa of the big ;
bourgeoisie and ultimately imperialism. Gradually, the policy of these
strata began to divert accordingly. Even if they had opted to carry on the
anti-imperialist line, these strata would not have mounted areal assautt on
imperialism, bacause they lacked the necessary weapons, namely,
organized, mobilized masses and a principled, strategic - not tactical -
alliance with the socialist community.

This, of course, does not mean that the petit bourgeoisie, which now
leads the masses’ revolutionary struggle against imperialism, is ultimately
bound to reverse and identify itself with imperialism. Far from it; there ars
revolutionary democratic forces in the petit bourgeoisie who possess cer-
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tain subjective conditions, mainly unreserved commitment to Marxism-
Leninism. These elements do have the ability to carry on with the struggle
against imperialism and its local, reactionary allies, and to press ahead in
the direction of radical, socialist transformation of the society. This hap-
pened in Democratic Yemen, Angola and Mozambique. There, the prog-
ressive forces managed to withstand the onslaughts of imperialism and
reaction; they mobilized and organized the masses, amd developed a
strategic alliance with the Soviet Union and other socialist countries. They
are'now pressing ahead to complete the national democratic revolution as
a prerequisite for socialism, providing its material and technical base.
Moreover, the peoples of Asia, Africa and Latin America admire the
stand of the pro-socialist democratic revolutions of Vietnam, Cuba and
others. These revolutions are in possession of the subjective conditions,
namely revolutionary theory and 2 vanguard party. The peoples see their
progress towards genuine political and-economic liberation and develop-
ment. They thereby discern the only course open to them for development
and advancement: This is the course of the working class and its party in
alliance with the socialist community; the course of national democratic
“'revolution that provides the material arid technical basis for the-socialist
revolution. e
" In the context of the realities of the times, the national democratic
revolution has become an integral part of the socialist revolution. There is
no longer any perspective for a bourgeois democratic revolution such as
occurred earlier in some countries. We consider this an essential thesis in
connection with the struggle currently going on in various parts of the
globe between the forces of socialism and liberation on the one hand, and
imperialism and reaction on the other. Today the course of development
‘has been defined for the peoples of these countries which account for half
of the world, in terms of both area and population. In the context of the
‘worldwide struggle and ttie pressing need for development, the road to
-~ the future becomes crystal clear before the peoples. Their choosing the
right option is of utmost importance, since these countries' liberation from
‘sconomic dependence on imperialism will further aggravate the crisis of
imperialism; it will provide the objective conditions for the working class in
the capitalist countries to accomplish the revolutionary task it is assigned:
_smashing the capitalist system and bullding socialism.
Now it remains to underline the magnitude of the difficulties met by a
democratic revolution in the course of accomplishing its tasks and.paving
the way for the socialist revolution, Recently, some ‘such revolutions
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occurred in the vicinity of the Arab homeland (in Afghanistan and
Ethiopia). This created an atmosphere of optimism among the Arab mas-
ses. Itisimportant for us to be sure that this optimism is based on a realis-
tic view of what these revolutions stand for and the difficulties they have
to overcome. First, they face a state of extreme underdevelopment owing
to long years of economic dependence on imperialism. They have inher-
ited a dependent, backward economy; there is hardly any industry of sub-
stance; agriculture is distorted and no less backward. Naturally enough,
this economic backwardness is further complicated by social backward-
ness and widespread ignorance. In Afghanistan, for example, illiteracy
affiicts 90% of the population. The societies of the «third world are dormi- ,
nated by backward, feudal and bourgeois ideologies, by mystical notions |
and backward social customs. All these factors combine to make revolu- b
tion an extremely difficult and complicated task. ' '

In addition, the subjective conditions for the revolution are not fully
developed or mature. For instance, the takeover in Afghanistan in 1978,
was effected chiefly through a coup d'etat by the national armed forces; it
did not come about as the culmination of a long struggle by organized, 5
mobilized masses, led by a people's revolutionary party: 1fis does not
mean that we disapprove of revolutionaries seeking the help of the armed
forces to accomplish a revolutionary takeover; we only want to draw atten-
tion to the difficulties that await the revolution after the takeover.

One such difficutty for the Ethiopian leadership is the national ques-
tion: it has not yet proposed a solution based on the right to self-determi-
nation. For the past twenty years, the Eritrean people have besn waging
a struggle for this right, using all means. With the.overthrow of the Haile
Selassie regime, it was expected that the revolutionary regime would find
ample scope for a democratic solution to the Eritrean question. However,
nothing of the kind seems forthcoming so far, despite the efforts that have
been made in this connection. The PFLP believes in the right of a people
to sel-determination, and that it is necessary to find a peaceful solution for
the Eritrean problem. Such a solution should be based on self-determina-
tion and on the necessity of uniting all democratic forces in the African
Hom to face the imperialist and reactionary plots which aim * to destroy
them all.

Inran, the revolution has adopted a political lina that is hostile.to both

imperialism and_the_socialist_ community;:Yet it persecutes the leftist

_ﬁ forces-thet fought the Shah’s reaime; it has not proposed a democratic

solution to the question of national minorities in Iran; it does not seem to
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nﬁfysis accomphsmng the national democ-
$.is:an arduous task, fraught with dangers
"fﬁam tools accessible to the revolution in

ag thelr potenua]s and stimulating. theur initiative;
lations with the socialist community; adopting a

‘on tﬁe one hand, andths forces of lrnperiahsm and reaction on the other.
Obﬂously itis only. a sketch; it does not cover all details or particularities
involved. Yetitdoes. pinpoint the main forces in the field and the paramet-

Ty

r§which éh‘apethe future of‘the s‘lruggle‘ Within this framework, details

Tl et

Part Two

On the Arab Level




Introduction

During the period covered by our palitical report, numerous important
avents and developments occurred, including the 1973 October War, the
Geneva Conference, Kissinger's shuttles, the war of attrition in the Golan
Haights, the disengagement on the Egyptian and Syrian fronts, the Arab
summits in Algiers and Rabat, and the civil war in Lebanon.

Of all thess, the most decisive event was the conclusion of thé Camp
David accords following Sadat's visit to Jerusalem, and the &aa@ams
peaca.trasty behween tha Sadst ragime.and tha Zionist entity# This par-
ticular event was the result of accumulated concessions on the part of the
Arab regimes in the seventies, It placed the Arab national liberation move-
“mentatthe lhreshold of a new stage with a drastic change inthe character
of the conflict and the alignment of forces involved. This accelerated the
national struggle's merger with the social, class struggle. In the process,
the true position of the reactionary forces and the bourgeaisie vis-a-vis the
struggle is revealed; the classes siding with'the revoiution, and the special
role of the working class, is more clearly defined, as is the nature of the
next stage of the revolution and its prospects. All this makes the Camp
David accords stand as the title of a new stage in the history of the Arab
struggle. Therefore, to understand, analyze -and define the tasks of this
stage, will be our guide to action for a long time to come. Hencs, it-is
natural that these accords are the focus of our political report on the Arab
level.

Camp David, with the treacherous peacse treaty entailed, is not a
!ransltory political incident. Itis more than an Jmponanl eventinthe history
“of the Arab nation's struggle against its enemies. It is comparable to the
Sykes-Picot agresment of 1918, which substituted British and French col-
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Chapter 1

The Stage of Camp David .
What is It and What are the Factors
that Led to It?

The novelty of the Camp David accords lies not only in the fact that an
frab_ regima, that of Egypt, admitted its inability to confront the Zionist
ntity and concluded a truce. The Egyptian regime went so far as to
accept what for all practical purposes amounts to unconditional surren-
«der,. The. Egyptian regime explicitly and officially recognized tha. Zionist
antity’s right to existence and security in the land of Palestine;; It nor-
malized_relations, concluded cultural, tourism and commercial agree-
ments and even talked of possible political and military alliance with the
Zionist entity. We can compare this with the official Arab stand which pro-
fesses non-recognition and economic boycott of the Zionist entity, regard-
ing; any-relations as tantamount to treason. Even compared to what Sadat
himself used to say before his visit to Jerusalem, that normalization would
take generations, we realize the enormous change introduced by the
Camp.David accords. Truly it ushers in a new, qualitatively different stage
in the history of the struggle against Zionism, the Zionist state ancl the
imperialist forces that created and sustain this state.
- The Palestinian and Arab masses have persistently opposed the
imperialist-Zionist invasion. Their opposition has grown more intense.as
Zionism's aims and ambitions have become more evident. Until the con-

‘clusion of the Camp David accords, the masses’ attitude had prevented

any Arab regime or representative body from recognizing or dealing with
theinvaders. This is the reason why the Hashemite rulers of Jordan have
always attempted to disclaim Feisal's meetings with the Zionist leader

“Weizman. Similarly in 1948, due to the crimes committed by Zionism

against the Palestinian people, all Arab states, regardless of political incli-

* nation, had to send their armies to Palestine, pretending to fight the estab-
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lishmant‘of {he Zldﬁléﬂ stata Whan this state came into existence, the
,Arab states were taoed by the. monstrosity of the Zionist invasion and the
“great agitation of the Arabimasses. Accordingly, they not only refrained

-ffrom recognizing ‘Israel’, it also decided to boycottit, as well asthe com-
:panies that deal with it. King Abdullah of Jordar¥as atthe time cullaborat—
ing with Britain and other imperialist powers, ?acﬂ:tate the establishment
of the Zionist state. He had to make his contacts with the Zionists in secret.

| These contacts remained unknown to the masses until a Jordanian army
 officer, Abdullah al Tel, revealed them in his memoirs.

i ~ Werecallthe three famous no’s of the Arab summiit held in Khartoumn,
Sudan, despite the defeat in June 1967, We can compare this with the
[implications of the Camp David accords: negotiations, formal ; recognition,
normallzation of relations and raising the Israeli flag in Cairo. Through this

3 mmpanson, one realizes that the. Camp David accords really mark a qual-

-R'Ratlveiy new stage. This explains why our masses wers iniitially stunned

" by these :accords. It motivates us and the entire Arab national liberation
movement to present our masses with our analysis of this phenomenon,

~ its implications for.the future of the struggle, and the revolutionary prog-

‘ram needed to confront it. :
. There have been explanations f vid accords, that fail
to trace this changw@ﬁmp_e anafter the,

,__Ciél[e.a_QU.QBLThese tendencies were accentuated after the death of
Nasser, as petrodollars strengthened the positions of the bourgeoisie and
reaction in Egypt and the region. Yet there are explanations that do not,

.- relate:Camp David to the economic, class and political developments and’

. ‘changes of the two preceding.decades. Instead, these explanations attri-

* - bute the change entirely to the personality of Sadat, or to other marginal

? factors, This Is why we find it necessary to point out and discuss the main’

+ factors that led to the stage of Camp David.
(l

'!‘Firsr The class, social and economic effects of petrodoliars

on the oil-producing countries themselves, on neighboring
flrab countries and the region generally:

Particularly after 1973 and the rise of oll prices, petrodollars began to
pbur into the region. The Arab'countries now produce about twenty million
b els of oil daily. Saudi Arabiaalone produces more than ter million bar-
refs daily. Knowing that crud&oll now sells at $30-35 a barrel, we can eas-

S _'umwm that Saudi Arabia’s daily revenue from crude oil is over $300

- mi cn' that of the-entire Arab area is rou‘ghly double that amount. This
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means an annual income exceeding $200 billion. Is it possible for such a
flood of petrodollars not to have consequences on the eoonomic, social
and class conditions in the region?

It is true that part of this flood tums into deposits in the banks of the
imperialists. Here it is used lo rejuvenate and develop the world capitalist
system. Another part goes to the purchase of arms for the purpose of rep-
ressing the masses, at the same time promoting the military industries of
the capitalist countries, as a means to alleviate their economic crisis. Yet
a portion of this revenue remains in the oil-producing countries. From
there, a part seeps to neighboring countries and the region generally. This
creates economic, social and class transformations that are no longer dif-
ficult to discern and study.

' The economies of countries such as Saugdi Arabia, Kuwait, Qatar, the
United Arab Emirates, etc., are dependent on the world capitalist system.
This makes the bourgeoisie of these countries subservient. They are
unable to invest thisrevenue so as {0 create the capital accumulation and
infrastructure needed to build a developed capitalist economy. They are
hence incapable of creating a strong capitalist state. All that such a
bourgeoisie can dois to buy imperialist countries’ products and undertake
service enterprises or other economic activities that serve or complement
imperialist production, but do not replace or even compete with it. This

* accounts for the increasing number of millionaires, compradors, middie-
men and contractors. This pheriomenon has become obvious in the oil-
producing countries in particular and the entire Arab'area in general.

" This class has multiplied in size, wealth, power and influence over the
past years. Where do the interests of such a class lie? Do they flourish
with the continuation of the Arab-Zionist confiict, the spread of armed
struggle, the growth of the Palestinian revolution and its cohesion with the
Arab mass movement? No, the interests of this class lie in putting an end
to this conflict. As King Hassan Il of Morocco eloquently put it: «The.com™,
bination of Arab riches, Westem technology and Jewish genius is certain; ;
! to make this region a paradise on earth.» For whom would this paradms

' _be? Certainly not for the dispersed Palestinian masses; nor for the miill-
ions of Xeman], Palestinian, Jordanian and_l?t.a_banese workers selling
their labor power in the worst of living conditions'in the Gulf. ltwouldbe a
paradise for the capitulationist bourgeoisie and reactiona classe_;,__

Petrodollars and the social changes thay brought _ambo?ﬁt"’&ere cer-
tainly among the factors that led to Camp David and the new situation. Yet
one may argue that the Arab states, including the raachonary and oil-pro-
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ducing ones, rejectad Camp David. How then can one indiscriminately
lump their positions with that of Sadat? It can also be argued that Egypt is
hardly an oil-exporting country. and that the social class phenomenon in
question is not so prevalent in Egypt as in Saudi Arabia, Kuwait or the
United Arab Emirates. How then can we explain that it was Sadat who -
took the lead to Camp David rather than other seemingly more likely Arab
regimes? Similarly, one may ask how can we explain Syria's objection to
Camp David, since Syria's ruling class was also subject to the effects of

. the petrodollar phenomenon?

In answer we say: Are the reactionary Arab regimes really opposed
‘to Camp David.and what it stands for? Didn't the first mesting between
Egypt, represented by Hassan al Tuhami, and ‘Israel’, represented by
Moshe Dayan, take place in Rabat under the auspices of King Hassan I17
Didn't Hussein of Jordan describe Sadat's visit to Jerusalem as a
courageous step? Haven't the Jordanian monarch's secret contacts and.
mestings with Zionist leaders ‘become common knowledge? Don't
Numeiri, Qabus and Barre still maintain diplomatic, political, economic

. _and military relations with Sadat's regime, notwithstanding that the Zionist

enemy's flagis raised in Ca:ro’? Wasn't Saudi Arabia pushing Sadatin this
direction, persuading him to expel the Soviet advisors and severe rela-.
tions with the Soviet Union? Didn't this mean that Sadat would be left with
only one alternative: substituting alliance with imperialism for alliance with
the Soviet Union? Saudi Arabia was the mastermind magannﬂlr&
crime and, once it was accomplished, denounced it. It was abia

—that ancouragad many of the economic and social retreats that Sadat
er Nasser's deat n many occasions,

_mrac,!e_w_mmwm:~ a.to.power after Nasser's deathy
audi aid to Egypt was granted on the implicit condition that such retreats

be made. .

The trail blazed by Sadat is the course which these regimes, and the
* social forces they represent, ses as expressing their own orientation and
securing their interests. Their tum to follow suit will come when itbecomes
“opportune for them to declare thair true stance.

-As for thé argument that Egypt does not rank as an il-rich coun1ry,
' this s true. However, it does not disprove the fact that, for a number of
‘reasons, Egypt was the Arab country whose class structure was most
affected by the petrodollar flow. Posing asthe biggest Arab state confront-
1ng' ‘Israel', Sadat's Egypt becamie an alluring place for petrodollar inves-

tors, thanks to the regime’s peitcy of liberalization, the economic legisla-
tion passed for this purpose, and the ample oppertunities for investment

58

A

in tourism, services and other fields. Any investigation of the rightist
economic changes effected under Sadat will.indicata the gxtent.to.which
W#ﬂw!m number and
influence, inTecent years. There is no doubt that this class was one of the
factors that led to Camp David and the beginning of a new era of full
alliance with imperialism and its Zionist base in the region, 'Israel'.

“As to why it was this class In Egypt that took the lead, and not its wedl-
thier counterparts in Saudi Arabia and other oil-rich countries: Egypt was
a confrontation state with teritory occupied by the Zionist enemy. Thus,
Egypt was called upon to redefine relations with the Zionist entity. The
others, oil-rich or otherwise, were not called upon to initiate such a move.

As for Jordan, the Zionist entity was less willing to withdraw from the
West Bankthan from the Sinai. This made the Jordanian regime reluctant
to be the first to_take such a step; it prefers to wait for the.appropriate
moment 1o foin in.>*

Syria presents sull more complications for impenalism’s plan to crush
any nationalist opposition in the countries surrounding the Zionist entity.
This complication is due to several factors which essentially stem from the
new fumn the settlement has taken: Imperialism and Zionism accept
nothing less than complete Arab consent to their conditions. This leaves
no margin for even the semblance of patriotism on the part of the Arab
regimes. Moreover, the proposed settiement does not provide for Israeli
withdrawal from all occupied Arab territories; nor does it offer a genuine !
solution for the Palestinian question. Concurrently, developments during
the last two years have been characterized by intensified activities on the
%:rt of the tradrwmsl_e_@ reacti religious groups.

esa gimtoovarthrow the national bourgems‘%tmes. seize power and
proceed towards capitulation, in alliance with the ultraright sections of the
bourgeoisie in Egypt and other Arab countries.

Thus the Syrian regime is required to confront these challenges with
a careful reassessment of all its economic, social and military policies.
Decisive blows must be dealt to the strongholds of the traditional

bourgeoisie and the reactionary religious groups that seek closer ties with
the imperialist market. Syria is also required to expand mass participation
and institutionalize democratic principles for mobilizing the masses, so
that they may effectively combat the intemal reactionary forces, and take
an active part in opposing the Zionist enemy and capitulationist policies
throughout the region. Mareover, further consolidation of relations with
the socialist community, especially the USSR, will make Syria better pre-
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‘i pared to confront the plans of the overt and covert proponents of the
| Camp David accords. »
- We'should point out that the flow of petrodollars and their impact on
5 the'region, would not baz}e caused such a ratrogrgssion_ in Egypt if not for
" the bourgeols. natire of the regime, and the inability of the state
| bourgeoisie:to-complete the tasks of the national democratic revolution.
Its deviation from the revolution began to manifest itself gradually in the
wake of the 1967 defeat. Millions of Egyptians poured into the streets after
this defeat, refusing Nasser's resignation and demanding thathe carry on
[ withi’the revolution. In so doing, they pointed to the tasks of th_e revolu-
“tionary option which they were urging Nasser to carry cu!: the Img of the
" masseés, demanding to be organized and mobilized, and’that their class
enemies be smashed; the line of steadfastness and preparation, of mobili-
zation and not ylelding; the line of viclence and people’s war. Howevera
‘Nasser's state institutions and bourgeoi a-were;msapable..n'riﬁ?smﬁﬁ:
such a line: Regardless of our assessment of Nasser as a progrqs:sive,
patriotic.and nationalgsl_leag_er. with achievements on both the national
and pan-Arab level, it was the bourgeois character of the state he headed
that-decided the nature of the reaction to the defeat. In this light, one can
explain Nasser's compromise with Saudi Arabia and domestic reaction,
his acdeptance'df .UN Security Council resolution 242, the Rogers plan,
etc. These concessions served as a springboard for Sadat to move to total
alliance with impenialism and its Zionist base, ‘Israel’, and to reverse all
that the July 23rd, 1953 revolution stood for.y I y
This class-oriented. approach spares us many pitfalls in evaluating ..
-events, The Egyptian-israeli negotiations reached a deadiock shortly
~after Sadat's visit to Jerusalem; the Camp David summit talks lingered,
and the press began to speak of the difficulties of success. When there
.were obstacles to'conciudirig the peace treaty, opinions were expressed
Zto the effect that Sadat would discover the futility of his chosen course and
Jreturn to the option of the Geneva Conference and Arab solidarity. How-
. aver, our sound understanding of the class forces behind the Camp David
 option enabled us to penetrate the events without illusions; we could cor-
' tectly assess the friction which was impeding the talks and how it would be
“overcome. This class approach also enables us to see through the profes-
sed opposition of the fesctionary Arab regimes to Camp David. It enables
us to foresee.the course of action that the Jordanian regime will pursue
vis-a-vis Camp:David, wher the right moment comes for it to express its
real attitude. 4

"@ "0
J:;‘__ "

The impact of the petrodollar flow into the Arab region in general and
Egypt in particular, and the bourgeois nature of Sadat's regime, were not
the only material factors and objective developments that led to Camp
David. Another factor was recent economic developments in the Zionist
ontity. .

Second: The requirements of Israeli economic growth
Occupation of the West Bank and Gaza Strip, as a consequence of
the 1967 aggression, provided favorable conditlons for ‘Israel' to develop
its economy o a new, qualitative leyel. From the beginning, the Israeli
economy was superior to that of the _dependent, underdeveloped coun-
tries. This superiority was due to several factors. First and foremost was
imperialist and Zionist aid and investment almed at strengthening ‘Israel’

< as an aggressive military base. Naturally, military strength required a rela-

tively strong -economic base. The aid provided by Federal Germany,
under the guise of reparations, played a special role in financing the Israeli
industrialization program implemented from 1951 to 1966. As a result,
Israeli industry expanded greatly, but the qualitative turn in the Israeli
economy came only after the 1967 aggression. In 1966, the Israeli
economy was in crisis; there were 100,000 unemployed, i.e., 10% of the
labor force.

The June 1967 aggression provided favorable conditions for the
Israeli economy. For one, US aid Increased in recognition of the role 'Is-
rael' had played in undermining Nasser's leadership. The more pro-
nouncead the role of the Zionist entity becomes, the more US military and
economic aid it gets. Statements of Nixon and Carter, on the level of US
assistance to ‘Israel’ during their respective tarms in office, bear witness
to this. ‘Israel’ receives a bigger share of US foreign aid than all other
friends of the US in the world. :
~ Moreover, after the 1967 aggression, Zionists in various countries
became more willing to invest in the Zionist entity. Zionist millionaires from
Europe and America held a conference in Jerusalem after the aggression,
to discuss how to boost their investment in our occupied homeland. More
important still are the opportunities that the new occupation afforded the
Zionists to exploit cheap and vulnerable Arab labor. In addition, the 1967
occupied territories became new markets for Israeli products. Now 20%
of Israeli industrial exports go to the 1967 occupied territories; in ‘Israsl’,
50% of the agricultural labor force and 36% of the industrial labor force
are Palestinian Arabs (including Palestinians from the land seized in
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:'*3748}.'111 addition. “Israel acquired the Sinai o tields and the water ! The US was self-lsufficient in oil in the 1950s. During the Anglo-
Srocro e, West Bank, and confiscate 4 more than one million i French-israeli aggression on Egypt in 1956, following the nationalization
e iy ot i . of the Suez Canal, the Iragi Petrqleum Company (IPC) pipeline was blown
S et ofal ths, the fsraeli economy experienced greater growth ‘ up, and Europe suffered an oil shortage. The US, however, was not
.afterthe 1967 aggfes'sioh than it ever had before. The Israeli economy dif- . affected; twas sbisto partla!ly op Iaf:e Europe's Middle East il supplies.

fers substantially from the economies of the dependent «third world» ; Today, the picture is totally different. The US now consumes about 2 mill-
e s, I ‘Israsl’, the annuak per capita income is $4,000; industrial ion barrels of oil a day. Domestic production satisfies only 50% of this
' output is 30% of the gross national product; industry accounts for 86% of need, so the US now imports about 50% of its oil needs. This percentage

- exports. Imports consist of 7% consurmer goods, 13% capital goods, and is rising despite all the counter measures taksn by the administration. A
'80% raw-malerials. Substantial industrial concentration occurred during ; '?’9" pai "'.‘f this oil import comes from the Arab region. Hence, if the flow
< ihe 1970s. With all this, ‘lsrael"is today close o being a bourgeois indust- o oiirﬂ_ts"' lies to the US is blocked or jeopardized, the US economy will be
" ial state.The labor force and markets provided by the occupied Arab ter- Shaken.to-afi.infolérable degree. This explains (e passage i Carter's
| Fitories contributed o the attainment of this level of growth. This being the State of the Union address where he considered the US's increasing
" 'case, how can one imagine that "srael’ would give up all these privileges, dependence on imported oil as one of the most important factors affecting
aspecially when its capitalist development has reached a stage that the U$ economy. The importance of oil is still greater, for the exporting
requires still more Arab markets-and labor? countries’ oil revenues have becoms a significant factor in the financial
[ % This state of affairs explains lsraeli insistence on normalisation of and commercial sectors of the imperialist countries, particularly the US. .
relations. Tracing the complicated talks conducted between the Zionist Thus, the US considers the region to be within the bounds of its security
entity and the Sadat regime, oné sees clearly that 'Israel’ was in no way sphere. Aregion so vitalto US security cannot 8, without Camp—---
" prepared to discuss any settlement that did not guarantee pron]pt’and David without an |rnpenahst-Zionist—raactionWhese
complete normalisation. ‘Israel’ was.not satisfied with direct negotiations, interests. _ : T
implicit recognition, guarantess for its borders, or simple political recogni- “_.'lﬁ‘mech delivered at a conference on the Middle East, held in the
tion. ‘Israel’ insisted on complete normalisation with Egypt. Today lt'is State of Missouri.in 1979, Assistant Secretary of State for Near Eastern
aven speaking of using the Nile to irrigate the Nagab (Negev) desert, joint and South Asian Aﬁairs: Harold Sanders, said, «For many years, the Mid-
iAvestment projects in the Sinai, etc. The Israeli economy can no longer dle East_ has been considered a strategic crossroads and a sort of bridge
rolarata the Arab economic boycott, or any restrictions impeding it from connecting Europe with Asia and Africa. It used to be the lifeline of the
sharing in the Arab bourgeoisie's and reactionaries' exploitation of Arab British. During the fifties and sixties, the Tegion assumed new- signifi-
.. fabor, markets, oil and water resources. Thus, the requirements of Israeli cance, because it became the chief oil supplier of our NATO allies and
. economic growth constituted another factor leading to Camp David. Japan, and owing to the importance of Turkey and Iran in preventing
aae 5 % Soviet expansion southward to control that oil. Even at that time, the Mid-
. 'Third: The increased importance of the Arab region for * dle East did not seem to have any immediate, overwhelming significance
g1 *‘irﬁpeda!r'sm. espe,ciaﬂy"'t_hb US, in the 1970s for the US itself.-We could at that time choose to stand back and not get
= " il the middle of this’ century, the Middle East owed its importance directly involved in- Middle East problems. This situation, however, has
" prmarily to its strategic geographical location and international water- changed remarkably in the seventies.» Elsewhere in his speech, Saun-
"' \ways: the Arab Guf, the Strait of Hormiiz, the Sea of Oman, the Red Sea ders said, «From the economic point of view, the Middle East is regarded
- 5and the Suez Canal. The arsabecame much more important after the dis- as one of the fastest growing world markets, and we have an obvious
93\-'917 of abundant ol e nra,§ Now. owing o the eneray crisis and Eha interestin dqvelopirltg commerce to help offset oil costs. Besides, the Mid-
\: juf dope n,de@ﬁe of the worl d.capitalist economy on oil, the Arab region dle E_as_t nations, with their enormous financial resources, can influence
ﬁ%?aﬁuhﬁﬁ‘wm importanca for irparialism. : e el thesstabilityof thegodd economy. s -SRI
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U 1 orriost US experts on : 3
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o toE-Te also mentions that the Aral? go.een; :
s of $140 billion that could be invest _"..
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' es in the nature of the reg S
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ec?ﬂ ularly US, interests in the region. It was natu . ‘and bl

trarge ty con\‘ferge in a new policy, that of Camp Davi i

ch;mgas ‘rc: order to secure and further the economic u_'ﬂeres e;d sl

efmaﬂcf\‘cleméri The policy of a state is not formulated in aco? ot

1les_co ive te:;c;ancies. It is the ooncan!rateq expression c;n B
ﬁm;y Naturally, this thesis also applies in our region,

' 5 hanges. )
thaseéﬁt:;g::;zr:ghi Argb-lsraeli conflict threatens the interests of

" S ]..n 5 AR

naL_m.aco_g_grni[f‘:haxp: [;EE: a:gmﬁ;%_ofﬁtp_g_markats in the _r:e_gjon. Fr_c;r|
ﬁ?ﬂpgﬁ_\%ia ih:npersls’iiénr;g of the conflict undermines ;ﬁbﬂ:::; #
!':fﬁ;b’ng ?vmpﬁﬁaﬁsfp;‘ﬁmntiﬁuqu?ly_f_u_e_lsjtl\emaf%s ?%?{i‘mpeﬁalism.
Snd alliance with the forcesof socialism and libsratiort For imperai
g o5 it is between its allies, Zionism and Arab re 0,
mﬁﬁiggihfgpesmzlie in these allies joining ha:;?ﬁzit?;; ;haai;d oot 4
mon ertemy: the masses and their progressive 3
et bgﬁigga’:hd:omras are the political expression of the co:
T::ai?]:{:ﬂéres&s' between imperialism, Zionism and, grfa:o?r:em?hé
:r?ar%:net represented at ths stage by the Sadat regime. 4
accords are a preliminary step

towards military cooperation andalliance

to protect the common interests of these three from the mass movement
and the forces of change In the region. It is possible that minor
antagonisms will persist for some time between the Zionist entity and Arab
reaction, represented by the Sadat regime. This would not refute our basic
argument, for such antagonism exists between Greece and Turkey,
although both are members of NATO:; many other examples can be cited
of such antagonism. An alliance denotes convergence of interests, not
total identity,

The Zionist entity strives to remain imperialism’s primary ally in the
region, its share of the plunder being proportionate with its services. For
its part, imperialism recognizes the particular characteristics and abilities
of this ally, butit is also aware that Arab reaction has a role of its own which -
the Zionist entity cannot perform} US imperialism realizes that ‘Isras!’, as
2 settler-colonial society allied with the US, is not vulnerable to internal
revolutionary change in the foreseeable future, as happened in Iran and
might happen in Egypt or Saudi Arabia, At the same time, the US knows
that the Egyptian regime ¢an play a role in protecting reactionary Arab or
“Islamic» regimes. The US knows tnat this role cannot alwrys be directly
performed by the Zionist entity. 3

Thus the Zionist entity and the Egyptian regime vie for the US's favor,
For this rason, Begin favors deployment of US forces in ‘Israel’ and pro-
tests US arms deliveries to Egypt above certain limits. This explains why
there is fess than full accord between Zionist and Aran reactionary
intorests. 1t explains the US attitude toward their differences. The US
arbitrates these disputes, solving them in the interest of the joint alliance,
but always favoring the Zionist entity, for it is the ‘most secure strategic

base, thanks to its settler-colonial nature and organic links to imperialism.

In general, this is the analytical background for the new course rep-
resented by the Camp David accords and the new era it heralds. This
qualitatively new phenomenon is unprecedented in the history of the
Arab-Zionist confiict. It is not a chance occurrence when an Arab regime
moves to openly recognize, reconcile and ally with the Zicnist entity,
There have been Arab rulers who, at times, wers no less deﬁaanf their
people’s feelings than Sadat. Yet, aside from Bourgiba's 1966 statemem
about the Arab «mistake» of not accepting the partition of Palestine (sic),
no Arab ruler has called for or acted on'the basis of openly recognizing or
accepting the Zionist entity, cooperating, making peace or allying with it.
Arab reaction did prove unable to confront Zionism in 1948, Moreover,
some Arab reactionaries secretly coliaborated with imperialism and
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sometime Zionism, against the palestinian people. King Hussein
requested Zionist help via the US, in his fight againstthe Palestinian resis-
tance in 1970: Nevertheless, these acts and attitudes amount to nothing

- compared to the Camp David accords which went to the point'of direct
negotiations, official and open recognition, documented peacs, alliance
and cooperation with the Zionist entity.

It is the material and economic conditions and developments men-
tioned above that explain this phenomenon and the stage it ushers in.
These three factors constituted a force acting in the direction of Camp
David. Economic developments and interests are always a major forca
functioning to secure and promote these same interests.

In addition, the revolutionary changes on the international level, the
continued victories and successes scored by the forces of socialism and
liberation, constituted yet another factor, These impelied the forces of
imperialism, Zionism and reaction to adopt the course of Camp David,
hoping to protect their interests from the winds of change blowing through-

~ out the world. It was clearto all that the collapse of the Shah regime, and
the tiumph of tfie Iranianrevolution, stimulated and accelerated the con-
clusion of the Camp David accords. Carter himself rushed to the region,
shuttiing between Cairo and Tel Aviv for several days, to convince their
leaders of the dangers threatening their interests in the region. Carter con-
vinced them to overcome the differences that were blocking the conclu-
. sion of the peace treaty. .

" US aggressiveness has generally intensified in recent years, as dis-
cussed inPart | of this report. Imperialism'’s aggressive activities concen-
_rated onthe region of the Guff and Indian Ocean, following the Shah's fall.
7~ ' . The Camp David aoooiﬁs.]é;gne implementation of this aggressive policy

““+ inthe Arab region. : _
., Having deatt with the material, objective factors responsible for
amp David, let us examine the subjective factors. The main subjective

including the Egypfian revolutio-

ary movament. Objex

jumph6f popular mover fts, if the:movement in question has the class

‘adership, ideclogy, polifical program and means of struggle capable of

0o 6 ma Sianergies and militant potentials. This ques-

1 fie 9, deg elsewhere in this report. Suffice it to'mention one

 essential point: The %ngn of a negotiated settiement with.the Zionist.
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Chagrer2 =1 |
O_bjef:t’-f}ves and Plans of the Camp

David Pact

e RS a5 think that the Camp David

rtain forces and most Arab countries i ict.
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‘Hict. favoring the Zionist enfity. This view is 100 BECHL - (00 5 acis

: rf',g;"ﬁh‘i as to ihe:scope of Gamp David. Hence, it fails to provide the

fora soundgnti-gamp Davidpolicy: o centific, com-
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' i5'the region. The Camp:tiavy
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.regb;ﬁrﬂ'lgnﬁc;éé.,c:amp}nayia aims atsecuring the dorn;nr:t;o; 3fn ttr:;_ae::ﬂl-t
_ fhg reactionary and bourgeos forces in EQyp! and other

aims at providing them with expertise, arms and other aid, enabling them
to remaln in power and repress any resistance by the masses who are
exploited by the alliance of imperialism, Zionism and Arab reaction.

Of course, Camp David Is also related to the objective of destroying
the Arab regimes and forces that opposs this pact, especially the Palesti-
nian revolution, the Lebanese National Movement, Syria, Democratic
Yernen, Libya and -Algeria. Camp. David aims to destroy the forces
threatening the reactionary Arab regimes, aspecially those forces waging
armed struggle. Imperialism’s objective in the Camp David era is to liquid-
ate not only the Palestinian revolution and cause, but every one of the
aforesaid forces without exception. This means to liquidate them militarily
if possible, or politically if their structure allows for political abortion, or
both.

. Finally, Camp David fits into US global strategy which seeks'to con-
tain the world socialist system by surrounding it with pro-imperialist pacts,
as a preliminary step to neutralizing some of its countries, and thereafter
attacking the whole system and defeating it. '

The PFLP prides itself on having formulated a comprehensive, scien-
tific perception of the dangers of the proposed negotiated settiement. This
settlement aims at securing imperialist domination, legitimizing and per-

_Petoating the-Zionist-entity, bolstering the reactionary forces in the Arab
region; Our view may sound axiomatic now, but earlier'we had to exert
great propaganda efforts to establish its validity, as opposed to other
views which approached the settlement question only from the viewpoint
of the conflict over the occupied Arab territories and the Palestinian
cause. We have always viewed the proposed negotiated settlement as a
comprehensive scheme aimed at establishing a new order inthe regionin
the light of developments on the international, Arab and Palestinian
levels. : '

lmperi'aiism’s plans for realizing the objectives of the
Camp David pact:

First: Intensifying direct imperialist military presence in the
. region :

US imperialism stepped up its direct military presence in our region,
motivated by a number of considerations. One Is the increased impor-
tance of imperialist interests in the region which has become part of the
US's vital security sphere. Another consideration was the collapse of one
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of -imperialismfs:-mai'p#qquq

s_t‘s' in the,;région: the Shah's lran. Imperialism

derived:certain lesso s from the inability of & local reactionary military

astablishment to .prqveﬂtf_fthe_yictow of a paople’s revolution. This lesson

was réinforced by fhie Qaba incident in

Mecca, Saudi Arabia, where the

ime wa put dot ori for several days. Finally,
reqime was unable to put down the insurrection for several & 1

t:g recent ravolutionary changes and developman}s_on the intemational
level prompted increased US military presence. This is not to say thatthe

US had abandoned the Vietnamization

Vietnam, Rather, while continuing that

own military forces. _

. Thesteps:alreadytaken by the US
" dent'and well-known: astablishing the

policy derived from the lessons of
policy, the US will also rely onits

in this direction have become evi-
Rapid :Deploymem Force and the

Fifth Fleet, stepping up miltary presencs on Diego Garcia in }hé Indian
Ocean, expanding the base at-Masirah, Oman, and concluding agree-

mients with Kenya; Somalia, Oman and
by the US armed forces.

By concentrating on US military

Egyptforleasing bases to be used

presence, We do not intend to

" - gxcliide other imperialist forces. France, for one, does not seem to be in

full agreement with US imperialism inal

|ts global policies. Yet France has

deployed its armed forces in certain parts of the world, including the Arab

- homeland, and can be expacted to do

so again. The French intervention

in support of Mauritania against POLISARIO, and in Tunisia, against the

. Gafsa uprising, are cases in point.

Second: Bolstering the military capacity of subservient
“tates as outposts for imperialism

statgggn% foEemosl émongpmese states is the Zionist entity, 2 settler-
coloriial society sharing & common fate with imperialism; the Zionist entity
is prepared to fight oni the conviction that if imperialism is ousted from the
region, its own existence will be imperiled. The Zionist entity is r'!gnd-
somely rewarded for this role, which fosters its enthusiasm. US military

_. " aid to the Zionist entity is not only ma:
“ quality sometimes denied NATO coun

i asid i ral Chief
of the US armed forces. During President Nixpn s term, the Gene
of Staff of the US Armed Forces resigned in protest over this state of
* affairs. These facts putin perspective the significance attachedtothe role
" . ofthe Zionist emn'yinth

' ‘part of the world
. -Anyssurvey. of ftigglstaslin
quartitative grc>v'¢'rtlT$f~ rma
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ssive; the equipment givenisof &
tries: it sometimes even rivals that

biishment (the qualtative and

ittary, establist guaatis
mentcapacity and the progress madeiin milft

ary Industries) confirms the real weight of this imperialist base with facts
and figures. Such a survey shows that the level of Israeli armament far
exceeds defense needs. Imperialism does not give all this assistance to
the Zionist entity out of sentimental attachment, but rather as a part of its
global preparations and regional military schemes. -

‘For the foreseeable future, srasl’ will continue to be imperialism’s
most important base in this part of the world. Needless to say, the Zionist
entity does not dedicate itsaff to such a role only to win the applause of the
US, or the so-called free world, but rather for the share of the bounty it
recaives in return for its services. The Camp David accords are now mak-
ing the Zionists' wildest dreams come true: ‘Israel'’ now plans to
accomplish economic growth and expansion of its political and military
role, exceading its previous accomplishment by several times.

Next to the Zionist entity, Egypt now emerges as a basa that Is being
prepared by US imperialism for a special military role on the regional level.
Imperialism scored & great success during Sadat’s term: Egypt shifted
from a position of patriotism, allied with the Soviet Union, in Nasser's
days, to a position of reaction, allied with imperialism. This was one of the
US'sgreatest triumphs inthe seventies. it was a qualitative, strategic gain
on the regional level. Viewed from the other perspective, it was a great
loss for Egypt's patriotic forces and the forces of socialism and liberation
intemationally. Egypt is an ideal base for imperialism in this part of the
world due to its geographic position, population (42 million), relative scien-

 ific and techinological superiority (compared with Saudi Arabia or Sudan)

and its historical influence in the Arab reglon, Africa and West Asia.
Except for the potential threat of developments in the class struggle
unfavorable to Sadat's regime, Egypt offers numerous, important advan-
tages, providing increased strategic, economic and political support to the
main imperialist base in the region, ‘Israel’.

Egypt is second only to ‘{srael’ inimperialism'’s regional plans, and its
military capacity is bolstered accordingly. US military assistance to Egypt
this year amounts to $1.5 billion, compared to about $2 billion for ‘Israel’.
It is expected that imperialism will continue to reinforce Egypt's military ca-
pacity. The role which imperialism and the reactionary Arab bourgeoisie
require Egyptto play in the region is revealed in Sadat's continuous decla-
rations on regional strategic questions and the «Soviet thieat», his willing-

- ness to put more Egyptian bases at the disposal of the US, and to support

any Arab regime that is threatenad, particularly in the Gulf area. The
deployment of Egyptian forces in Oman and Sudan, and Sadat's assis-
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tance to the regimes in Zaire and Morocco, are clear indications thatthese
declarations are being putinto effect.

It has now become evident that.the treacherous peace freaty Sadat
concluded with the Zionist-entity wasnot, as professed, meant to alleviate
Egypt's military burdens so that it could turn to development. Rather, it
aimed to increase these burdens and turn them in another direction, to
preserve the interests of the tripartite alliance to which Arab reaction and
. the capitulationist bourgeoisie are party.

Saudi Arabia ranks third, after the Zionist entity and Sadat's regime,
in imperialism's plan to bolster and develop the military capacity of the
countries that constitute its military bases in the rfegion. Owing to the

~ pature and relatively small population of the Saudi society, Saudi Arabia

. is far below the Zionist entity and Egyptin terms of military power. All the

-same, 1t ranks third in the US plan, owing to its financial resources. The
aim of the US plan for bolstering military capacity is related fo anether aim: 1

recovering as much as possivle of the revenues paidtoS ia for

oil. s '

mE;gugh-thasam&ﬂtpasps. US imperialism maps out its regional
“milifary strategy) Through e oW ot USilitary tardware, and Stepping

up the, military capacity of these bases, US imperialism militarizes its
industrial production as ameans of overcoming its economic crisis. Atthe
same time, it insures the suppression of the people’s movement and the
forces of changs in the region, and completes the chain of its global milit-
ary strategy. R 1 \

By concentrating on thiese thres bases, we do notmean thatthe other
reactionary Arab regimes ‘are exciuded from US plans. Their military
capacity is also being bo!;te_réd, in North Yemen, the Guif States, Sudan,
.- Morocco, etc., but on a smaller: scale. g o g

Third: Drawing Other Arab forces into Camp David
So far in this chapter, we have focused on the military aspect of the
Camp David plans, but this dogs not necessarily mean that the imperialist

" plans will be implemented by launching more wars in the region.

Irhperialism is making allthese military preparations to face emergencies

. and revolutionary situations;, tobe able to achieve its political ends by the
“mere threat of resort to miltary means. This is also part of US
jmperialism’s global plans to increase intemnational tension, whereby it

seeks to overcome its general crisis and solve its economic prablems

“i#¥hroughmilterizing production: ¥
7 -

Alongside these military preparations, imperialism has political plans
for continuing the Camp David process and accomplishing the objectives
noted earlier, Naturally, pofitical efforts will be accompanied by military
pressures and carefully weighed, limited military action calculated todraw
other Arab forces into the Camp David process.

US imperialism knows only too well that the settlement concluded on
the Egyptian front, though a great breakthrough, is nevertheless insuffi-
cient to fully reverse the course of the struggle in the region. Alone, it can-
not tum the tide against the people, the progressive forces and their
alliance with the forces of socialism and liberation internationally. Apart
from the Egyptian front, there are the Syrian, Jordanian and Lebanese
fronts. If the situation on these fronts remains as it is, this will impede reali-
zation of US imperialism’s aims and the securing of its interests in the reg-

_ion. The Arab-Zionist and Palestinian-Zionist conflict will remain unresol-

ved, despite the fact that one of the main belligerents, Egypt, deserted to
the enemy camp. Persistence of the conflict will prevent bringing the other
reactionary forces into full, open alliance with Zionism and imperialism.
There will continue to be favorable objective conditions for the growth of
the Palestinian and Arab revolutionary movement; and for the-Soviet
Union and other socialist countries to continue to have influence in the
region, strengthening their relations with the contingents of the Arab
national liberation movement. Imperialism will, therefore, spare no efforts
to expand the Camp David settlementto include the remaining links on the
northeastemn front (Syria, Jordan, Lebanon and the Palestinians).

Itis, of coursa, difficult for us to foretell precisely how imperialism will
proceed in carrying out its scheme in terms of timing and sequencs. It is
aqually difficult to determine for certain-which Arab country will join Camp
David next, and in what order the other candidates will follow, bringing in
all the other fronts. Nevertheless, we postulate that the Camp David
alliance will generally pursue the following tactics:

a) Intensified deceptive maneuvers and political traps, billed as
amending the Camp David accords, a new framework linked to them, or
a new settlement formula for the other fronts. This is all for the purpose of
keeping the settlement alive and obscuring political differences, thereby
preventing political polarization and alignment into patriotic and revolutio-
nary forces on the one'hand, and reactionary forces, pretending to be
opposed to Camp David, on the other. These maneuvers aim to win over
the national bourgeoisie, and isolate the revolutionary forces, with a view
to undermining the opposition to Camp David on those fronts.

73

e

TETETTRT

Y

=2



it is not a caincidence that the mass opposition to the treacherous
peace treaty has been countered by a number of such deceptive maneuv-
ors. We have encountered a proposal for amending the UN Security
Council resolution 242;.a so-called European initiative, a round of Inten-

siveiactivities by the Socidlist Interational, and a revival of the Jordanian-
Palastinian state proposal. This s aside from ‘full autonomy' and the prop-

osal to implement this immediately in the Gaza Strip, etc. _
The big gain realized by imperialism and Zionism, through the Camp

- 'David formula, leaves thema fair marginto make some concessions with-
out significantly lessening their gain. The proposals being offered by
simperialist and related forces are only meant to test reactions, for US
' imperialism has perceived that Camp David cannot be sold to the Palesti-
nians, and that the reactionary Arab regimes find it awkard to accept this
formula. In view of this, US imperialism will be willing, with Zionism's con-
sent; to turn some of these exploratory proposals into genuine, negotiable
ones whe It finds that conditions have matured for their implementation
and that there is a new Arabor Palestinian party thatis willing to negotiate.
This presupposes that such proposals take the long term interests of

4

-~ Zionisnr and-‘tsraet’ into account.

b) To sap the military strength of the Palestinian revolution,

‘ Lebanese National Movement and Syrian regime, while at the same time

following the aforesaid tactic of maneuvers to erode the opposing forces

political position. Imperialism is.well-awar

tions, neither Syria nor the'#; ini oly cce :

mulas ‘now being offered.| Hence the imperialist-Zionist-reactionary

* “alliance will go-orraealing military blows to these forces with a view to

destroying them, or weakening them to the point that they are compelled

to discuss the proposed formulas. It is within this framework that one

" should view the incessant Zionist-Phalangist attacks on the Palestinian

* revolution and Lebanese National Movement in South Lebanon, as well

as the attemnpts of the traditional bourgeoisie and reactionary religious
forces to undermine Syria and influence its political decisions.

it is hatural for these:two tactics to be closely interconnected with a

view to-attaining one and the same objective, for while political maneuvers

dampen the urge foropposition, military attrition promotes the tendency to

accept stich maneuvers. “t '

<) Drivifig the Arab masses to despair by making it steadily costlier to

sustain their patricticstand: undermining their morale through psycholog-

ical wartare;and offering the capitulationistforces more.arguments 10 jus-

!
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tify their capitulation. An iliustrative example is the current Israeli air
strikes against civilian targets in South Lebanon, to destroy the people
together with their homes and land. This is intended to drive the masses
to despair, especially whenitis constantly being suggested that all these
sufferings are due to the Palestinian revolution,

A similar situation prevails in the occupied territories, where the
Zionist autharities exercise all forms of aggression, persecution, humilia-
tion and torture against our people. The Zionists spare no means o
impress upon our masses the image of 'lsrael’ as an wunconquerable
power», aiming at driving them to despair.

By pursuing these three major tactics, the imperialist-Zionist-re-
actionary alliance seeks to create new conditions on the northeastern
front, enabling it to draw a second Arab party into Camp David, so that
others might follow suit, one after the other. It is difficult to foretell for cer-
tain who will be the next after the Sadat regime, but most likely it will be the
«Jordanian-Palestinian link».

- With this as a likelihood, together with other, internal factors, an
intense struggle arose in the Zionist entity between Likud and the Labor
Alignment over whether }Qbave-aaﬂ%@gig;sdmas-ﬂnally-agreﬁfﬁ"
hold elections at the end®f June 1981. In this context, itis the Labor Align-
ment that would enable t Ilianca of imperialism, Zionism and Arab
reaction to win a second Arab party over to the imperialist-Zionist settle-
ment scheme. The Labor Alignment's policy on the Palestinian territories

pled in 1967, is that their fate should be decided through negotiations

th the Jordanian regime; part of the territories will eventually be retumed
to this regime; and the Palestine question must be solved viaa Jordanian-
Palestinian state. The Labor Alignment opposes the ‘autonomy’ plan,
bacauss it believes that this would either pave the way for an independent
Palestinian entity, or jeopardize the Jewish character of 'Israel’ through
the incorporation of so many Palestinian Arabs.

If the Labor Alignment wins the upcoming elections, it will propose a
plan to this effect. This would appeal to the Jordanian regime, providing it
with a justification for joining the settlement. This regime praised Sadat's
visit to Jerusalem at the time; it has walted to see what this would produce,
but saw nothing in the ‘autonomy’ plan to justify joining atthat stage. The
‘autonomy’ plan does not promise Jordan the return of any occupied terri-
tory. All along the Jordanian regime has been required to be a partner in
the liquidation of the Palestinian cause. Yet it has not been allotted any-

thing by which to justify this treacherous move. Unlike Sadat, to whom the
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.~ Sinai was ¢ urried under the. Camp David accords, Hussein is offered pccuqled territory and insisting on a solution based on «autonomy for the i
nothing with’the ‘autonomy plan. A Labor Alignment victory in the next | inhabitants, not the land.» '
Jant offer of its plan for the liquidationist sattle- Should the Likud win, attempts to incorporate Lebanon into the Camp

“elections; and t[}g_:c;gnsa@l.len :
“ment, would motivate and provide justification for Jordan to join in. As is David accords can be expected to continue as before. This means more
known, Jordan's main objection to'the Camp David accords is due to its military attacks on the Palestinian revolution and Lebanese National

not getting a share:itis notfotinded on hostility to imperialism or rejection Movement. It means more support to the Lebanese fascist forces led b
of the Zionist entity on Palestinian territory. Nor. does the Jordanian the Phalangists, so that they can play a bigger role in preparing and a\r5f
. regime really believe in the Palestinian people's right to self-determina- ticipating in the elimination of Palestinian and Lebanese nationalist arrr;ed
fion, or the establistiment of an independent Palestinian state. . presence, and weakening Syria’s position so that it cannot prevent Leba-

In the early seventies, the Jordanian regime presented its plan for non from joining the Camp David alliance. We expect that Begin will con- |

establishing the «United Arab Kingdom», including «the Jordanian entity tinue the efforts to minimize, if not eliminate, Palestinian and Lebanese
and the Palestinian entity.» Here the Jordanian regime finds common nationalist armed presence, and weaken Syria's influence on the situation
- ground with the Labor Alignment, despite persisting differences on boun- in Lebanon. The WS imperialist-Zionist plan will continue this policy and
 daries, Jerusalem and- other questions related to more recent develop- press for the Jordanian regime to join the settlement. The weakening or

liquidation of the Palestinian resistance and Lebanese National Move-

ments.
ment, combined with a weakened Syrian position, would facilitate Jor-

The Jotdaniaf regime has grown boldsr due to its relations with the

.. PLO leadership, and the official refations established with it by a-number dan's entry. The Jordanian regime is awaiting the removal of these imped-

- - of nationalist regimes- of the basis of opposition to Camp David. These ! iments to reveal its real intentions.
provide a partial cover for the regime to take steps toward Camp David. In This is the outline of the enemy plan for drawing néw paties info the
his spaech at the' UN General Assembly last year, King Hussein made no enclosure of the imperialist settlement. The planners realize that eve
mention of a Palestinian state under PLO leadership, despite his pre- party drawn in will pull another after it, until all have joined: Jordaniall:ly :
tended recognition of the PLO as the'sole, legitimate representative of the ' Palestinian, Syrian and Lebanese. We are not, however, say:ing that this il
Palestinian peopls. Rather, he spoke in general terms about the rights of plan will be realized. There is a vast difference between c;:rﬁmiving aplan : %
the Palestinian people and & Palestinian entity. : and putting it into effect. The Palestinian revolution and the Lebanese B

If the Labor Allgqmgnt\gﬁns the elections, the Jordanian regime will National Movement oppose this scheme and possess all the prerequisites

;:.__-.‘_-,;3' use'the thesis of «regain he land,» which the Labor plan provides for, for frustrating it. :

7oy

as a weapon in the face’af Arab regimes opposed to this ptan. Hussein will

, taunt them for being unable to regain any occupied Arab teritory, yet Fourth: Uhdefmin’ing the Arab nationalist regime -
et Az 5 it ; : ; onalist regim 5
i+ . objecting to his taking the ._pp_poﬂunity todo so. There is no doubt that the to the imperialist-Zionist-reactionary pact L opposed %
% ._r.egcﬂonary Arab regimeswlﬁ sup'p_q,rT this line of r_easomng. The sc_he_m- _ Theimperialist plan is primarily concemned with the northeastem fr :
s ‘efs, including the Jordanian regime, wager that the tactics manuoned bordering on the Zionist entity, and with the Guif drea. Yet this d i 3
:ghova-wiussgpoead in urrd_enn[nir_'tg_qpposlt;on from the Palestinian revolu- mean that the plan excludes other Arab regimes that o cs o =
:uoni,S}{ﬁ_aizag the Arab nalionalist forces, by the time the planis ready for and alliance with imperialism, Zionism and tranditiclnap;F):}:ﬂ‘ac‘tic‘::l:r|| %?'atwhd 3
mplemen n.: Sk contrary, the Camp Davi s ke . e 2
ey Of course, nobody can predict that the Labor Alignment will win the regir:g:::,f and the foutggm ltthrf :l?a:‘ :ntzr;n_ec:ﬁn Sotyaei g0 4
‘.. % mext Knesset election: Nevertheless, the «Jordanian-Palestinian link» in the Gulf area. Thus, the Camp Davi northeastem front and
remains the most lialy ta follow Egypt into the Camp David pact Shoulc e e, P oo vese i ikes lopiy. to S e E
. Likud win the elections, dttempts to draw the Jordanian regime in would . action for undermining these IY wi ess an imperialist plan in

 waver temporarily, owing fo Likud's rigid line, refusing to retum any “ " Inthe light of the bourrw;.;eegori?i'amrefof some of these r. i

1 4 d egimes, ;
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imperialism will first wager on the gradual class transformation that will
aggrandiza the state bourgeoisie and'fink its interests w!l_h those of the
traditional bourgeoisie and reaction. Such a lfansforrnﬁu_on wou'ld pave
the way for the transition from opposing imperialism to alliance with i, by
providing the ecornomicbase tor this alliance. Maanwhﬁg. the pla’t:'.ners will
reactivate the traditional reactionary forces to setup their oppcsm_on 1q the
nationalist regimes. They will arouse and fuel a variety qf ethnic, tribal,
religious and sectarian contradictions, to exhaust and disintegrate these
regimes. ) )
If the methods of containment and attrition prove meffactwg. war by _
proxy will he employed, using impaﬁalisg;s_lg;lwsfs-in-nmgh’tpung-eeu@—‘,
“tries to lattack the nationalist regimes emocratic: en’is a case in
point. Being the first Arab workers’ and peasants’ state to emerge inprox-
imity to the oil fields. it is viewed by us i_mperialism asa :hreat to be ngu-
tralized by all means, including military force. Similarly, owing to the major
oil resarves in Libya and oil's increasing importance, |mp_ef:alnlsm will
spare no efforts, including military aggression, tq ra§10re traqurfual reac-
tion to power in Libya, if the methods of ;assassinations, conspiracy and
containment fail. Saudi Arabia and Egypt will not hesitate to carry out this
“mission on behalf of US imperialism, once international, Arab and domes-
tic conditions ate auspicious.

Fifth: Striking all Arab nationalist, democratic and com-

munist forces . .
The Camp David alliance objectively constitutes a new level of chal-

L lenges for the Arab masses. As a result, the masses will increasingly rally

e
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around the nationalist, democratic and communist forces to qefenc_l their
" interests and their future. The interactions of this process will be m'len-

sified by imperialism's worldwide economic crisis, for its repercussions

are felt daily by the Arab masses in rapid, continuous price rses. This is
" an‘important phenomenon; it will affect the course of the struggle along
“with the national threat which the Camp David accords pose to the Arab
{ patic s'a-whole. : ot e )
ns!Aﬂo‘llji-laarje ‘are already many concrete indications of the dir?chon which
.46 mass movement will take due to the new objective conditions brought
“about by Camp David. These accords mean a ferocious imperialist-
 Zionist-reactionary onslatight- on the region, the masses and the

- nationalist; progressive and revolutionary forces. The following develop-

ments indicate the mass response to this challenge: The escalating strike

g

movement and widespread social struggle in Morocco; the Gafsa uprising
in Tunisia; the advances of POLISARIO against the reactionary Moroccan
regime; the deterioration of the.regime in Sudan, with the growth of mass,
political, social and trade union struggles, and ofthe democratic and com-
munist movement; the escalation of the Egyptian masses' opposition, the
aggravation of the Sadat regime's crisis, and the mass reaction to the rais-
ing of the Israeli flag in Cairo; the heightening of the mass movement in
Bahrain, Kuwait and the Gulf generally; the steadfastness of the People’s
\ Front for the Liberation of Oman (PFLO); the heightened struggle of the
Natiorial Democratic Front of North Yemen; and the Qaba uprising in
Mecca. Last. yet most important, is the steadfastness of the Palestinian
revolution and the Lebanese National Movement, despite the incéssant
plots of imperialism, Zionism, reaction and the Lebanese fascists. Equal
to this is the heroic stand of our masses in occupied Palestine; they

_braught the Camp-David-accords.lo-a-deadlock on the Palestiniap level ~
N -

.\ No Palestiniaahas-se-ardared 1o get involved in the."autonemy plan.
Under such circumstances, repression will intensify against the mass
movement. Fasgist tendencies will multiply, backed by the repressive
apparatus which the reactionary Arab regimes have continually sought to
build and consolidate. Retrogressive and divisive sectarian, tribal and
ethnic tendencies will be promoted to secure these regimes a semblance
f : i -
g‘ ;J;?ular support and enable therln to confromh‘enmo%lﬁg/@nm(e

Sixth: Diverting the mass struggle from the national—class
enemy to an imaginary one, and to side issues

Imperialism will keep warning of the alleged ambitions of the Soviet
Union in the region, and the «communist threat», with a view to arousing
all retrogressive nationalist and religious tendencies, thus diverting the
mass movement from the real enemies, Such imperialist efforts were con- '
spicuous after the Soviet Union's internationalist support to the Afghani
revolution, which intended to help it face the counterrevolution and
imperialist-reactionary intervention. The Islamic Conference Organiza-
tion held an extraordinary session in Islamabad, especially to discuss the
«Soviet intervention». This was attended by most Arab and many Islamic
countries. The conference and the resolutions it passed are a concrete
example of the means to be used by the enemy forces against the popular

_-_.-_mO\fQﬂ'lEﬂl. % ) R s ke ;
" By brandishing the «communist threat», imperialism hopes to effect
' i 79
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AR g;'ﬁén;éeiniﬁe.cbnstellﬂibn of contradictions inthe fegi?: ¥ :l;‘:ggz
%h di\lfén.'-th'é"?éoﬁfsté"-.'i)f the mass movement into a d1rechond aand i
' imperialiststrategy.  Folowing the Camp David azc:t:n:nt against
impeﬂalist'thféa:tg“e the j_;aniép ravoluu?n: mass res ko Hsalf GFitte
imperialism escalated inthe région. Imperialism soon availed isel 0! 1P
. opportunity afforded by events in Alghanistan ' SeF¢ PR L
0 ot b St aipegetor o f Ny n
o len, the reactionary-forces have been strivi .
osise thgn'i:emnWﬁadalism tries toportray every victory won by the
5. = vement as portendifig the threat of «Soviet communist infiltra-
itis,using this weapon to the utmost to combat the

rces..

. [tionw info-the region;

- i dsive.and tevolutionary 1o : ' . !
B pmgM f%}'ﬁg"gé%\‘égﬁ!m" ilendeavor to fan ethnic, religious and com

B T = f n 2 rab
. 'munal contradictions in the-Arab region generally, an«:‘lr etnm :rez{ﬂaa;% ?rag-
" countries in particular. This aifs to divide the mass n'mZi e antvag
ment.the countries opposed to imperialist policy. a}ls::;ﬂ c:S Loty
.o accentuate and sustain all internal conflicts, particufarly e e
Sl e seeta,ﬁ_anis'm;n.tihe reglr;]n;e:réc;:tgoirir;zga great service.

" more states on a sectarian basis, wou Zi reat servic
. .ﬁfi?t;iigt entity would thereby cease to be the only sta.t:t |nrg1ea;e§gg
with a socio-political system based on sec::arianl:sm. for;s l[; ognstantly
- never speaks' of the _Pa!estir:itan Ar;bzﬁl:n slsgarr:lz :S{In cr?d er;lly i
' 0 three distinct minorities: Muslims, ] y, & Musiin
rs‘::;r}sa}'nd Christians. Now Zionist pro;?aganda pm§epts Is.inratg E:::l:e'rsh ;
Lebanon as «supporting.and protecting» the Chns:_uar::er_ D
" . aggravation of sectarianism in Syria and several od e o
. recent sharpening of thé Coptic question in Egypt, and| oo

- Berber question in Algeria, are instances of the increasing pe

monghzﬁl:rg ti;;hrinsa'iislgdz;c_tics by which Imperialism seeks to realize its

._Qitbtegic objective of dominating the I'OQ'O“

Chapter 3

The Nature and Salient Features of
the Post-Camp David Era, and the
Condition of the Arab National
Liberation Movement

We said earlier that the Camp David accords placed the Arab strug-
~ gle and national liberation movement at the threshold of a new era, What
- is this era like? ' ‘ ‘

First, it must be pointed out that following World War |, the Arab reality
" was characterized . by fragmentation, backwardness and colonialism,

including Zionist colonization. Hence, the Arab revolutionaries raised the
slogans of unity, liberation and progress. During the period from World
War | up to the present, the Arab struggle has passed through.several
stages, each having its own distinctive features, After the stage of libera-
tion struggle, whereby some Arab countries achieved political indepen-
dence, the Arab struggle suffered a defeat in 1948 with the establishment
of the Zionist entity, which ushered in a new stage. This was followed by
Nasser's era with achievements on the domestic level and their impact
throughout the Arab world. Then came the defeat of June 1967, and the
ensuing new political stage which paved the way for the present stage: the
Camp David era. What characterizes this era?
First: The expansion of the Zionist invasion, the increasing strength of the
Zionist entity, the growing evidence of its being the primary imperialist tool
for striking the mass revolution throughout the Arab homeland, its readi-
ness to take further steps towards the full realization of the Zionist venture,
and its beginning to participate with imperialism in exploiting Arab wealth,
markets and labor.
With this, the reality of the Zionist invasion becomes more evident
than ever before. Today, Zionism represents a danger not only to Pales-
tine and the Palestinian people. It is the major counterrevolutionary force
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which must be confronted and fought, if the Arab masses, particularly in
the Arab East, are'to;achieve liberation and a socialist-oriented, national
democratic revolution. The national democratic liberation movement in

the region can no'longer plot the.course of its struggle. or define its tasks,

without taking this fact into account. : :

Statements about the Zionist dreams and aims in the region have

been made since the Zionist invasion began. Yet never has the Zionist

threat appeared so imminent, portentous and necessary to combat. The

. June _196_?-ag’g;egéioh:ﬁpcgmugléd this fact, but it is now that it assumes

.- absolute reality’in theeyesiof the masses and revolutionary forces. Objec-

“itively speaking; itis nattiralifor tis to lead the contingents of the liberation

“movement to join forces in confroniting the corhmon enemy which is

‘entrenched in the heart of the'Arab homeland.

Second: The intensified organic connection between imperialism and
Zionism through more direct imperialist military presence in the region.,
The interconnection between Zionism and imperialism dates back to
" the beginnings of the -wqﬂd:ﬁbnis}-movement. Until World War [I, Zionism
was mainly connected.to British imperialism. After that, the US became
" the center of world imperialism; Zionism has been mainly connectedto US
imperialism ever since. This inferconnection manifested itself before and
after the Balfour declaration of 1917, during the British colonization of
Palestine and other Arab countries, after the establishment of the Zionist
entity, throughout the 1950s, and before and after the 1967 Israeli aggres-
sion. The novelty of the Camp David erais how deep and how dangerous
* 1o the entire region this interconnection has grown.

The British colonialists uged to pretend to be unbiased arbiters bet-
ne. The US, in the 1950s, was

ween the Zionists and the Arabs in Palesti
" keen forits aid tothe Zioniq;;g,;_’gﬁ_tir to be granted through Federal Germany
_;u__hf‘; the old colonialist EUrop'egn‘States’. in order notto betray its gwn bias
fowards the Zionist entity. ‘There were also Kennedy's attempts to
. ““'mediate between the Zionist-entity and-Nasser's leadership in the early

‘sixties. When a political seftie ent for the Arab-Zionist conflict was first
. iproposed viathe Genevaconference, the US agreedto the proposal, pre-
énding to be a neutral arbitrator in the conflict between the Arabs and a

IMideastern state called ‘Istael’ )
=% In contrast to these: appearances, the Camp David era has crystal-
“ 2 lized the reality of the imp‘ef?ia_l{sl-ﬁonis; relationship. It has shown the
Zionist state'as it really Is?a settler-colonial society planted in our home-

land by imperialism and Zionism to preserve their interests, not to find a

solution for the Jewish question. An
: ¢ . Any study of Jewish immi
::‘aa!ta;'t;ne. particularly after the establishment of the Zionist ;tn;?;a iﬂg\:?s
dsterm?nr;ao‘ii:?r: l:ﬁ:n Easr;p:nﬁneous movement of a people seekilng self-
_ 3« of Israel», as imperialism and Zionism
Rather, it has been a premeditated scheme aimed at the creati::n o?:esgt‘:t’-.

tler-colonial society on which imperialism can rely to strengthen its posi-

::oazsr:lr; ::: J:?‘iotn,aqﬁ :decure its domination and exploitation Imperialism

; intensified its direct military presence i jon. Tt

‘we do not regard this as a revival i el
| of direct, . traditional coloniali i

nevertheless constitutes a distinctive feature of this era. ontesn, B

Third: The most significant and distincti fe
_ mo; nific nctive featurs of the Camp Davi
E,mtir;ya :.'%yzhsa{:m?glr:‘? s shift to official, open alliance with l:hea;'g:ir;
imperialism - the first move of its kind in the hi
and ) istory of
%Zﬁ?‘r:s;;gﬂgr. 'Ll;hnz tl::toreti_cal and p_ol'rtical implications of trl'lyiso Og:ie
possoti erstanding the nature of this era and how to
&ionaTh: :dl'ilb e::faatnf 1948 éxposed the inability of the traditional reac-l
iz g, i n:;en e{a imndiepeng;pt regimes to confront Zionism, because of
u mperialism as well as their class nature (fe Y
g:or:::lc:q ?jea;;;r:ﬂant'calpnaﬁst}. Prior to the defeat, thesa rggtlr:?gig‘l:::;
capable of developi i i i
prog.rress s B e ping their countries, or making any
o confront the defeat and eliminate de
_ and elir pendence and backward-
?rzfns' pise»;o;t:‘t;o: brbc;k; r;::;.it in ;gypt in 1952, It removed these claszr:s
m on the tasks of liberation : :
Though the July 23rd revolution w oo
_ as not led by the working ¢l
party, its leadership had a different ciass ch o St g
Arab regimes. It represented certain bl i
Ara 5. ; strata of the national bo ie.
initiated programs that represented the i ; s o
: _ i terests of these st
broad sectors of the masses. Under the b e
4 the new class leadership, th
a great upsurge in the Arab national liberati ¢ Significant
r L ration movement. Signi
aqh:evfaments were realized in terms of the general slog:::; osflﬁallﬁ:ra;l;
::?::u:o; {Jnity. liberation and progress. In Egypt, social change occur:
- Feudalismwas smashed; a ceiling was put onthe size of private prop-

~ erty; land was distributed to peasarits, and cooperatives were encour-

aged. Banks, big businesses and forei
; ; es reign trade were nationalized; the
public -sector grew and dévelopment ‘plans were formulated iand
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b e T lations with the Soviet
ed with a degree of success. Close relalic { rcariatat?
|mp|em8ﬁlf'd \‘ﬂth a _eﬁg'-t counmes were deve!opedl an anti ?mpeflﬂ. i:‘.
Union and-other:socialist counts the lea

aéi&pted pyi_‘suad*Egyp! established itself as one of
foréd et g, S
- O e : it umber of revolutionary

»ower. The communal and ethnic conflicts now raging in more than one
Arab country are evidence that the bourgeoisie cannot preserve national
unity within the boundaries of each country.

These three characteristics of the Camp David era, particularly the
feversion of the extreme right of the Egyptian bourgeoisie to official
alliance with Zionism and imperialism, define the Arab national framework
and the class content of the coming stage. The fact that the Camp David

LY. the crushing of the feudaksticapiteit ) scheme covers the entire region gives the struggle its pan-Arab character;
throw of the monarchy in _lraq-fth Hamideddin dynasty in Yemen, the k (s e bowgeoiate isparty 8 i 5 hesinigl s pan-Arabcharacior
i b th:’ qvarthr‘a\: r?se c?f the Omani revolution and the over- Lilass cotens

« liberation of South Yemen, i 4

LAk AL AU gy : i So much for the characteristics of the Camp David era from the
‘throw of the m‘éri:rt;h}f‘ ! :Bmsyzfass in power, we discover its limitations. standpoint of the enenty camp. As for the main characteristics of the mas.-
However, following this cl ' democratic-revolution,

" ; ses and forces to Cam vid, w riefly indi ollow-
wﬁwrwm%in powg,_ag_qu' ing' point:: opposed to Ca p_Da @ can briefly indicate the follow
due to the.gradual growth of its migrecs “classes-it-had deposedi Con- 1. Some reactionary Arab regimes and forces are in collusion with

Trerge! e o asses; the revolu- imperialism and Zionism, without having yet made a formal alliance as
18;JGadersip. uegan alt. Later, the ruling class made Sadat did. This enables them to feign opposition to Camp David. Obyvi-
Eg_ypt, to land in alliance with ously, this will delay the process of polarization in the new era: such delay

oceeded, and such is will- adversely affect the mass struggle.

' 2. Following Sadat's visit to Jerusalem, the bourgeois Arab
nationalist regimes adopted a patriotic stance, opposing the visit. They
+ condemned and called for struggle against the Camp David accords, The
nationalist regimes' antagonism to the Camp David accords allowed the
revolutionary class forces to rise up and crystallize potentials for opposing
the Camp David line. This attitude of the nationalist regimes was riot, how-
ever, translated into practical action capable of thwarting the Camp David
plans. Therefore, the revolutionary forces must shoulder the responsibility
for struggling to radicalize the opposition. They must activate the
nationalist, democratic and revolutionary forces, and carry the battle to

the end.

3. Both the progressive Arab nationalist and the communist currents
of the Arab national liberation movement are alflicted by a crisis which we
will discuss later on. This crisis precludes the crystallization of a new class
leadership for the mass movement with a new political and military line.
Neither current has stepped forward to lead. This does not, however,
mean that the forces of these two currents no longer exist or that it is
impossible for them to play such a role. In the radical section of the anti-
Camp David alliance, the past period is now being:' reviewed, lessons are
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tionary process faltered, then came .-:;?1 aot;l
" - .an about-face; it réversed the march Of £y
; ?r'[:u::rﬁa!ism and Zionism. Thus the Sadat regime pr
e result.

hi number of basic political-theoretical facts.
From thi

ng all its strata, is incap-

fishing the tasks of the

ities of the times.

b it d'ernos:‘a : La:f%rl;:ing class, inalliance with tr?e peasantry asgo:i!

i Saskieh y:;d ﬁ‘:mﬁirl!eg'ed of the society, is gua_!_lﬂed to ?l-?es:(;c i

oty Tha national democratic revolution is Yinked to k N
;:.3:!3;2:1" the slogans of Arab unity and liberation must be lin

hose mocra cialism. .
: - 'dtiesis hg g:::gr'rﬁ': ed by ensuing events and ma"!i"iaatg::;
. !‘""h ) ms le in our homeiﬁnd,.‘j"ﬁs enables our masses -l;:: :mmbooks; b o
& !;.‘zn!ﬁgii-tﬁs'sis;-fdr'lhe? lgam uch mfe.""’“.'“e.m:gs for the end to
'tah'ésis will be imprinted ori the masses’ oonscmus':ll_be O
which the July 23rd revolution hias come in Egypt, wi iald 1n oARer
:r?d of the course followed by.the petit and mf:tcﬂldii:“:1I :;'; ngc:'e el
i§ r nptoms of faltering a
Arab countries. The symptoms O
Honen,and lha_.,-i,Sgdat"-:.‘ty'&;r;w:;_zé;:lhpar:g?iu& inability to realize the slo-
L urgeoisie has proved in practice its inabil bl
_gahsT:? m;g?;, liberatiori and unity, which it raised upon cornmfj

conclude a
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baﬁ*g de;vedandatla : arcome the crisis are underway. Hence. . Chapter 4

Yo ‘ { dinthe i
: TR he mass movementto rally aroun | W el = ~ :

e a0 thoudh thesahave ceran imiations. |\ The Arab Scene: Forms of

coming stage, though these : inst the - . ] s _ T o,
YA S ? e ercised agalns gid g A o
D ion and sosilism. Thishas brought the masses t ounteraction to the Camp David

name of unity, = ; - it has rendered them politically viii= Ay b 2

. ration and apathy; it has renc Swed _ Ay ‘
. ;h;:;??o?g::ﬁas*ge{ 'Li"‘gﬁgpd“: ictable ideologies, such as the renewe AC Cor dS

SRR 1t i after the
vinfluence of religious.ideology and RQ-““:“a' "end% p?:ﬂtl::rhand, the
' triumph of the. ranian-revolution.led by the qiergv-d n s coopiad
' masses are demonstrating mifitant pr Bfa;a:?anbat?omp;and If crystallized,

ikt gherrt o | ] LR - h y 1 = -
"'Pja‘f]‘e_ls_tin_e, l'-"e‘p'am-n ar;? Le%etﬁebr: ‘:ﬁéﬁively employed in the coming
~'these militant. potentialS ';'d.:{\at itis based on a program that sums up

tions. The challenges | In the light of the above analysis of the Camp David alliance and its

tage of our struggle, provided ™ s S b . By ; ;
f]:aegmaslseél experience iand ?onform;s‘éot :‘;9;:;5;‘5‘: efiects of the crisis of main objec_:twes, th_ere arises a.Herculean htstor.'nc task: radical-strategie—
posed by the Camp David aoilzatr;e&;sse.s * daily life, provide the objective wgr)nfrontatnon of th:se;:emmdy _%h:srr@uares us to d_et:rrxggm:unsgt

the world capitalist system ; ab national Wm Ny

. gﬂ;“ons ,é’, crystallizing these potentials. ‘Fpr “f;?sagllalsh: ;::ucture. and . etermine the nature of the class alliance to lead this effort, and the role
iberation movement must overcome the c;;l:i: nosis of its difficulties. + of the working class in this alliance. We-must determine the program of

draﬁ'ﬂ;’:a-p&ﬁﬁa" program based on a corrects I'bg cation and progress in action through which this alliance can defeat the enemy alliance and
5. The growth of the forces of sf?c i-a;:w.silti.tl:"n to imperialism and its achieve the goals of the Arab nation in this stage of struggle.

“both magnitude and might, and their firm oppo the world. as in Afghanis- : © While addressing these topics, we will deal with the s!tuatlon of the
efforts to hamper the pracess of chaf'fge?" aver :'ronali;t support to the Arab national liberation movement and the nature of its crisis. Concentra-
tan and elsewhere, will constitute o?jectnv?r:f::_l"a‘:sés coniront the Camp tion on the program for radical, strategic confrontation should not be at the
Arab mass movement. This factor willhelp the | . expense of discussing how the confrontation is faring in the context of the

“‘David alliahcé. fonnidable_.\aé_it-ig. and ,c'qefeat](l:-m -and objective condi- nonditions of the nationalist and. refolut‘ionary forces. \_Ne must also

" |nternational conditions exist for such vi ::Ianks \c the ecsnormic, assess the fo;:ms genaratgd by this situation, and determine the current
tions in the Arab homeland are ripe for change, tasks appropriate for the situation, whereby we can link the tactical tasks

2 gl"geial and political developments. ' to the radical, strategic ones. Our long, rich experience in struggle has

FA TS - taught us that strategic vision and programs alone are not sufficient for
NS _ | _ : leading the masses. They must be combined with the correct tactics in
RN G, - order to fulfill the strategic tasks. The interconnection between strategic
YN AR T : : and tactical tasks is the main prerequisite for ascending to the level of
=) SN o : .strategic confrontation. 3

i : We will deal first with the anti-Camp David action that has been gen-
G =t erated by the Arab reality and the balance of forces between the
nationalist and revolutionary forces. Then we will assess the forms of
counteraction. In opposition to Camp David, there.emerged the Stead-
i Y fastness and Confrontation Front, the Arab People's Conference, the
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national accord proposed by Baghdad for the unification of Syria and Irag,
andithe Baghdad Summit. The: Arab mass movement opposed Camp
David in occupied Palestine, Lebanon, Egyp! and other Arab countries.
Wil such confrontation be able to defeat the Camp David line and cancel
its results? ?
1. The Steadfastness and Confrontation Front

Before Sadat's Jerusalem visit, Egypt, Syria and the PLO, encour-
aged by Saudi Arabia, were working together for an Arab-Zionist seﬂle-
ment on the basis of the Geneva conference, though the three parties
were notin full accord on details. The diplomatic and political moves of this
Egyptian-Syrian-Palestinian alliance had the approval of the Arab coun-
tries in gefieralias was manifested atthe Algiers and Rabat summits. The
Palestinian Rejection Front and the few Arab states rejecting the settle-

" ment line were unable to curb this official Arab position which continued
from the Qctober War, 1973, up 10 Sadat's Jerusalem visit.

Then the visit occurred, and no doubts remained as to the imperialist-
Zionist nature of the settiement Sadat had embarked upon; the Arab mas-

"‘se’s”h'os_tﬁity'lo*the visitbecame clear. Then, the Egyptian-Syrian-Palesti-
nian all_iah'ce broke up; Syria and the PLO adopted a stance opposed to
Sadat's move, while Egypt continued towards full capitulation. Libyacon-
vened a conference in Tripoli, which was attended by Syria, Algeria,
Democratic Yemen, Iraq, the PLO and the Palestinian Rejection Front.
The conference resulted in forming the Arab Steadfastness and Confron-
{ation Front. All the participating parties joined with the exception of Iraq
..-whi'ch'rnade some unconvincing excuses. Later political developments

“exposed Iraq's real position.

The Steadfastness and Confrontation Front held its second confer-
énce in Algiers at the beginning of 1978, its third in Damascus in Sep-
tember 1978, and its fourth in Tripoli, Libya, in April 1980. Almost three
yedrs have lapsed since this front came into existence. What is our evalu-

 ation.of it, and what stance do we adopt in the light of this evaluation?_—

“The Steadfastness and Confrontation Front has not categorically

"rejected a palitical settlement. It rejected the particular ser}lement Sadat

dccepted, but continued to speak of-a just, comprehensive settiement
based on Israeli withdrawal from the land occupied in 1967, and the fulfill-
ment of the Palestinian people’s legitimate rights. it kept silent on the

"in“ib_éria!ist-Zib'ri’l'st entity's existence on Arab territory, whereas there can

e no paace.or justice so long as that entity exists.
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_ institutions, it has restricted itself to conferences held under pressing polit-

Even in its latest statement, the Steadfasiness and Confrontation
Front did not make a clear distinction between the enemy camp, compris-
ing imperialism and Arab reaction in addition to Zionism, and the camp of
friends composed of the socialist countries with the USSR at the forefront,
together with liberation forces all over the world. Such a distinction is
necessary for knowing exactly who are the enemies to be fought, and who
are ' the friendly forces with whom to establish principled, strategic
alliances, to help us counteract the enemy alliance. Some parties to this
front have left the line open to the Arab reactionary forces and regimes.
Sorne are wagering on a role to be played by Europe. These two policies
indicate that the Steadfastness and Confrontation Front has not made a
decisive break with all parties of the enemy camp. Hence, it does not offer
a new confrontation strategy that is qualitatively distinct from the official
Arah_strategy that prevailed before Sadat's Jerusalem visit.

The failure of the Steadfastness and Confrontation Front to radicalize

jts political position and clearly distinguish between enemies and friends
is primarily due to the class nature-oi-the-majority.of its members) It is the
bourgeois nature of these nationalist forces that is responsible for produc-
ing such a compromising attitude toward the imperialist and reactionary

" forces. Moreover, the bourgeois nature of most of this front's member

states is responsible for its lack of effectiveness, as well as for the con-
tradiction between its position in theory and its ability to enact this in prac-
lice. The national bourgeoisie theoretically aspires to liberation, indepen-
dence, national unity and other ambitions, proportionate with its political
weight and material interests. Yet it is unable to fulfill these aspirations
and fight the decisive battle against imperialism. ;

This weakness has been manifested in the Steadfastness and Con-
frontation Front's failure to take any radical economic measures against
imperialism. It has failed to effect any geriuine mobilization or to pool its

embers' forces and potentials for use on the various fronts of the battle

ith the enemy. It has failed to put into effect its resolutions on establish-
ing unified institutions, mobilizing unified capabilities and entering the
actual confrontation with the Zionist entity. None of this has been done,
despite all the theoretical and practical resolutions stressing the necessity
of an offensive policy for such confrontation. )
. The Steadfastness and Confrontation Front has not only failed to
realize the unity of its member states; it has not even set up institutions for
real coordination that could gradually lead to such unity. Lacking such
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“ical circumstances and resyiting in political communiques and resolutions

"

 that find no'institutions t6 implement them. Because of the lack of institu-
tions to coordinate-and unify their efforts, the member states have not
been in. agreement oq_;;eve:rfgl crucial political issues, such as at the
‘extragrdinary  [slami “Gonference in, Istamabad, and concerning the
Baghdad accord ”and-lh&e,‘&%‘gyibl aid to the Afghani revolution.

i

Having pursued an indecisive political line, having a discrepancy bet-

~ ween words and deeds, and having failed to unify or coordinate member

states’ positions and efforts, the Steadfastness and Confrontation Front
has fallen short of the expectations of the Arab masses and vanguards. It
has riot proven 1o be a counterforce equal to the Camp David alliance.,

" capable of leading and mobilizing the masses and their potentials in a
-~ revoldtionary struggle to confront and defeat the enemy alliance.

This evaluation of the Steadfastness and Confrontation Front pro-
ceeds from a strategic point-of view, assessing it as the opposite pole to
the Camp David alliance. Hawever, we must also assessitasapartofthe
current confroptation of Camp David, at a ime when the Arab revolution-

" ary forces are unable 10 lead the-masses on'an alternative revolutionary
line From this_angle, the Steadfastriess and Confrontation Front has.

i 'acmal_ly represented a political stance opposed to Camp David. It pres-
' sured Iraq into proposing unification with Syria. It was behind the convo-

cation of the Baghdad Summit and its resolutions for boycotting and rela-

tively isolating Sadat, thus depriving the Camp David accords of official

Arab and international validity. It prevented the other Arab fronts from
cruinbling as fast as imperialism wished.

In this perspective we can pinpoint our position on the Steadfastness

and Confrontation Front. We take part in this front and struggle to create

“ @ mass situation which will press for radicalizing its political line, imple-

menting its resolutions, setting up institutions and integrating the efforts

and potentials of its mermibers. Yet we must clearly state that this front falls

~short of the minimum required for the tasks posed by current develop-
ments. T

" Qur position on thag'§1§;§q1astnes;§ and Confrontation Front is not dic-
- tated solely by the current situation, the developments based on alliance

“with the pdtriotic forces, and the need't'lo radicalize this front's position and
- end its wavering. More importantly, our position is dictated by the state of

the revolutionary forces and their need for such alliances in order to build
their own capabilities, popularize their program among the'masses; and
mobilize the masses' potentials on the basis of this program. Thus, allying
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with the Steadfastness and Confrontation Front should not obscure the
radical confrontation program or lessen the struggle for it, for only this
program can offer the historic, class, ideological and political alternative to
the Camp David alliance.

2. The Arab People's Conference
At the same time as the Tripoli conference which produced the
Steadfastness and Confrontation Front, Libya called a large number of

~ Arabrevolutionary, progressive and nationalist forces. parties and organi-

zations 1o another conference. This was of a different nature: It would
voice the mass response to Sadat’s Jerusalem visil and the treasonous
line it symbolized. This was called the Arab People's Conference. It
crealed a permanent secretanat responsible for following up the confer-
ence resolutions and coordinating the efforts of the participants. The sec-
retariat has beeni active since then: it has heid a number of sessions, each
time adopting resolutions on the basis of which steps were taken on the
Arab and international levels. How do we assess the Arab People’s Con-
ference.-and what is our position in the light of this assessment?

In terms of political line, the Arab People’s Conference represented
an advanced step in comparison with the Steadfastness and Confronta-
tion Front. The political statement issued by the Conference took a deci-
sive position against the Zionist entity and the line of settlement based on

l coexistence with itySimilarly, the political statements issued by the sec-

retariat are an advanced step towards polarization and distinguishing bet-

ween friend and enemy. The charter currently proposed as its politica

program addresses a number of theoretical questions, includingthe stand !
of the bourgeoisie in the confrontation and the limitations of its role; Still,

i solanion from the structure of the
forces involved in the Arab People’s Conference, and the ack of harmony
between this structure and the programs it proposes?

By highlighting the political program, we do not mean, however, that
the Arab People's Conference and secretarial documents provide a com-
prehensive analysis of the crisis of the Arab national liberation movement
or of the program for ending this crisis. Rather, the Arab People's Confer-
ence's main weakness is its class structure in general, and the contradic-
tion this produces between its programs and its ability to carry them out.
Some of the many forces and parties in the Conference are linked to Arab
regimes, andhave the same class structure. By virtue of the Conference's
origin, these same forces and parties are the most influential constituents;
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mainly they gont

rol its programs and activities. This explains many of the

“obstacles impeding the Arab People’s Conference. These obstacles stem
from the aforementioned contradictions and the attempts by each of the
y_aﬁ0us constituent forces to dominate the Conference and have it serve

 the interests-of the State they:represent! For example, the Arab People's

‘Conlerence w ythe Iraqi Baath Party's position against the com-
munist parties-and their representation jn the secretarial. It faced the Iraqi
Baath's oppasition to POLISARIO. Such situations are logical reflections

i5Tihe heterogereous class composition of the Arab People's Conference,
which plays a part in impairing its effectiveness. Other forces and parties
have not been the decisive force. Moreover, they themselves are to vari-
ous degrees burdened by the symptoms of the Arab national liberation
movemerit's crisis; this limits their effectiveness amang their masses for

.. thetime being. . -

us, the'Atab People’s Conference has not so far proved tobe a

" pan-Arab front progressive enough to mobilize all the capabilities of the. -

nationalist, progressive and revolutionary forces to counteract Camp
David. It doss not constitute a force that can pressure the Arab regimes
_opposed to Camp David into translating their opposition into practical
programs and policies. Therefore, while we adopt a positive attitude of
support and cooperation with the Arab People’s Conference, we will con-
tinue to struggle to make it more effective. We will work to coordinate the
efforts of its advanced and effectual forces, sothat it might be the prelude
to the required progressive Arab front capable of mobilizing the masses to

_ face the chiallenges.

.3, The Nationé?'f}é\:cibo"r'd for the Unification of

- Iraq and Syria

Iraq's refusal to join the Steadfastness and Confrontation Front
resulted in some isolation forthe Iragitegime. Irag’s excuse - that the front

did not ré}actéhz -was ot acceptable to the Arab masses of their patrio-

tic, progressive and revolutionary -organizations. The masses really
wanted the Steadfastness and Confrontation Front to take a decisive

stance on UN Security- Council resolution 242 and the line.of negotiated
sattiement in general: However, they found no sense in a stance that for
all practical‘purposes it Iraq and ts potentials outside the battle field,
when Iraq by itself was upable to constitute a counterforce against Camp

‘«:David, supseriortothe Staa'dfa"strie‘ss.'and-Conlront_a!ipn Front. Also, there

g2

were possibilities open for developing this front's political line. On the
other hand, there was no possibility for the proposal of 8 settlement for-
mula other than Camp David, which might have given the Syrian regime
an opportunity to drift back into the trend of negotiated settlement under
the cover of the Steadfastness and Confrontation Front. as the Iraqi
regime allegedly feared. ’

; The Steadfastness and Confrontation Front carried on, holding its
second and third conferences during 1978. Sadat, for his part, was going
further and further in his treacherous enterprise with the danger this line
represented for the Arab nation's future and liberation cause. In this con-
text, Iraq’s position became more isolated and awkward. When the Camp
David accords were concluded, Iraq proposed the unification of Syna and
Iraq, and called for &n Arab summit to counter the accords and adopt a
unified stance against Sadat's regime. '

This time Iraq did not require that Syria renounce resolution 242, as
it had done at the Tripoli conference. It was evident thatlrag’s proposal for
unification with Syria was intended to replace the Steadfastness and Con-
frontation Front, rather than complementing it by becoming its backbone.
The unity proposal was combined with a cail for returning to the confines
of ‘Arab solidarity’ which ignores and hampers the polarization of progres-
sive and reactionary forces. Moreover, there were indications that Irag
was going to use the unity step to strike the revolutionary forces and
minimize the role of the Palestinian revolution. Despite all this, the Arab
masses and the patriotic, progressive and revolutionary forces hailed the
Iragi move. Some even began to pin their hopes on it, rather than on the
Steadfastness and Confrontation Front, for countering the Camp David
line. This was because of Irag's economic, demographic and military
weight, its adjacency to Syria-a confrontation state with the Zionist entity,
and the qualitative superiority of the unity of Syria and Iraq, as compared
to the Steadfastness and Confrontation Front's fype of unity.

Regular meetings between the Syrian and Iraqi regimes to realize
this unity began. However, the emotional appeal of the proposal soon
faded as obstacles brought about by the conflicting interests of these two
bourgeois regimes began to surface. Then differences within the Iraqi
Baath Party emerged and were used as justification for the Iraqi regime to
back out of its own proposal and absolve itself from the responsibilities of
the common struggle.

In our opinion, the failure to materialize of the Iragi proposal, for unify-
ing Syria and Iraq, is a great lesson. All earliernational bourgeois attempts
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nerger-ot otherform of unity between Arab countries had also
:failed. However, their failure did not kill the hope that some unifying steps
(might - yet be: achieved' by the national bourgeoisie. This was
~ demonstrated by the hopes most Arab patriotic, progressive and
revolutionary forces pinned‘on Iraq's move. This attempt at unity occurred
in the context.of the great challenges that the Camp David alliance poses
for all Arab national forces, and the dangers it poses to the entire future of
the Arab nation, particularly the consolidation and spread of the Zionist
cancer. Seen in this context, the failure is a final, decisive indication of the
Arab bourgeoisie’s inability to rise above its narrow class interests for the
sake of accomplishing a genuine unifying step. This is especially true in
view of the fact that the Iraqj and Syrian regimes raise.the slogan of unity,
and regard this as the raison d'etre for their stay in power, Mareover, the
Iraqi regime always boasts about pan-Arab nationalism and the immortal
mission of the Arab nation.

" We stress-this thesis so that the Arab working class, its parties and
other organizations, see that the task of realizing Arab unity now falls ex-
Clusively on their shoulders. The working class is the only force capable of
leading the national movement to achieve Arab unity. Such unity will pro-
vide the best conditions for socialist construction, besides satisfying

__social and cultural aspirations for pan-Arab unity. That does not mean that
we will oppose unity efforts initiated by’ national bourgeois regimes and
.. forces. However, our support to such efforts should be closely combined
with a firm demand for freédqrn of mass action, a democratic climate for
all parties and forces of the working class and other toilers, and progres-
sive, national democratic policies in all spheres: economic, social, cultural
-and political, urgeoisie will.not be able to carry on with the pational
i ic.revolution unlessit allies; ' craticor, with-the toiling
lasses, the. rs and peasantry. In this way, the latter classes will be
-able to heighten their activities and expand their role in the revolutionary
process. i ywill-Asedthe leadershi ass movement,
By adopting such a patriotic position, the.bourgeoisie will be a bridge for.
the masses to go on to achieve their aims. This took place in Angola,
Mozambique, Democratic Yemen and other countries. There, certain sec-
‘tors of the bourgeoisie played a progressive nationalist role. This paved
the way for restructuring the class alliance so that the working class
ascended to the position of effectiveness, influence and leadership. With
the expanded role of the workers and other toilers, and the shrinking of the
bourgeoisie's role, this alliance was able to accomplish the tasks of the
national democratic revolution, on the way to socialist transformation.
94 | :

o realize a merger.or othenf

4. The Baghdad Summit
Most Arab countries are dominated by reactionary forces (the
alliance of parasitic big capital with the remnants of the landed aristo-
cracy). Only in a limited number of Arab countries is the national
bourgeoisie in power. Moreover, the ability of the national regimes to rad-
ically confront imperialism and Zionism is limited. In view of these factors,
it is easy to predict the outcome of the official 'Arab solidarity' policy.
Indeed, over a long period of Arab mass struggle, this policy has produced
hard facts which render theoretical analysis redundant; our masses are
able to determine a correct position on this policy. -
In 1936, official *Arab solidarity’ played a role in aborting the Palesti-
nian revolt. In 1948, this same ‘solidarity’ curbed the Arab mass move-
ment that was burning with enthusiasm to struggle against the founding of
the Zionist entity in Palestine. The outcome of such ‘solidarity’ was hardly
any different after the national bourgeois revolution in Egypt and other
Arab countries. The first Arab summit, called by President Nasser to
thwart the Israeli project for divertiig the Jordan River, not only failed to do
the job. It also served as a cover for the Arab nationalist regimes, enabling
each to put the blame for the common failure on others. Ever since, the
outcome has been more or less the same. Arab summits have been a
cover for the reactionary Arab regimes to feign hostility to Zionism, while
hiding their real collaboration and alliance with imperialism, Zionism's
chief supporter. For the nationalist regimes, the summits have been a
cover for hiding their impotence. For example, economic measures, such
as using the oil weapon against the US, are subject to Arab unanimity. In
Some cases, Arab summits have been used as a cover for suppressing
the mass movement, Following Black September in Jordan, 1970, the
committee formed by the Arab summit facilitated the Jordanian regime's
job of eliminating the Palestinian resistance (under the guise of media-
tion).
~ "Despita this history, the Iraqi regime called for holding yet another
summit in Baghdad in 1978, to deal with Sadat's treason and draw upa
program to counter the Camp David accords. Irag’s concurrent proposal
for _unizy with Syria provided the justification for calling the summit. [rag's
main argument was that Syrian-Iraqi unity would be the primary force for
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: plialls ire countering Sadat's treason.
"7 Magsagitation aﬁéih'sft'h_ Camp David accords, and Sadaz_s:»flagfl_ahnl
'treason, 'had placed his reactionary allies in an awkward posmog. t g
~ Steadfastness and Confrontafion Front had been created and adop gn
resolutions against Sadat's regime. The Syrian-iraqi oonverggnce w[a‘: ; "
its primeiat the time. Due to these three factors, the Baghdad u:;_m‘u e
compelled to condemn Sadat's line. Later, in the Arab Forelglyn ‘ musr v
Conference, held in Baghdad in March 1979, after the conclusion od e
treasonous peace treaty, it was decided to su_spend q|plomallc and,
some extent, economic relations with the Egyptian regime. .
“ It is true that the summit rgs‘olutions_havg_pggn efjaqﬂyel in ist?la u;:?
‘Sadat's regime, creating difficulties and dep.ﬂwng it of official Ara : ?ged
- ‘macy. Official Arab condemnation of Sadat's treagonous line rein ?dbn-
the mass condemnation. To this extent, the resolutions are posmvi, o
: seqtiently. we demand that they be implemented. h_levertheless. i ‘m_es
be stressed that thesé resolutions are a mere formality for some regim :-;c
Somalié.- Sudan and Oman still maintain _dlplomat;c. polltlcal: ecor:n;n.
and military relations with the Egyptian regime. Other Arab regzltmszn sae i
tain such relations secretly. Saudi Arabia and qthers h?lve no aomicail
ously the resolution on boycotling thg Egyptian regime econ rﬁcz:
Moreover, the level of official confrontation f?as _drpgped. This was pasmorI
larty manifest at the Tunis Summit n;téich' did not discuss how oppo:
adat’ e was to be continued. . _
: tcfafg:laﬁfatnwill reiterate our overall asstassmenl of Ar_ab SI.EI'TImIISd e::g
fofﬁcial ‘Arab solidarity' as being the solidarity of the re_aci:ona:-la's an e
~impotent, We will reiterate our pgsition_on Iurth:;r;? et?s'ee struggle for po
s ' ressive and reactionary regimes.
i_z_ﬂtk’lrg1 :t:;zgrp:hqagg by éa{i_ina*;’ih Arab s{qmrpit. !raq m!eru.:Ied to pra\..fignt
the pr‘ocess of polarization required by thg‘ objective cond_iélons p:devalrlhng
in the region following the conclusion pf’ thle Camg Dav‘l acc_;’% ¢ sr-nova
- feasons put forth by Irag failed to disgmgg its _rea! m?er?t__lpns. l?h move
‘harmonized to a great exteft with the Iragi regime’s policies ?1‘;6.". W e
. years preceding the Camp David accords, Itis in harmony wit fran:tiorls
“policies. The'lraqi regime has been developing the closest o rle_s g
" wittithe Arab reactionary axisled by Saudi Arabia, thus trying toa |an \:‘Ii :
* thé side opposed to the Steadfastness and Confrontation Fror_ni_ or E
i ‘-b_an. this front has been steadily:proposing that the Iraqi regime re u:qt;ls_n
“4its policies and join. Yet alliattempts to persuade the Iragi regime to joi

this front have failed. Instead, Iraq continues to strengthen its ties with,
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reactionary Saudi Arabia and Jordan, after having exploited party differ-
ences with the Syrlan Baathists to back out of its unity proposal.

In addition, ‘the Iragi regime has fostered reactionaries and lackeys,
such as Abdul Kawi Mikkawi and his ilk, to operate against Democratic
Yemen. Iraq has resumed coflaboration with reactionary forces in Syria,
with a view to overthrowing the regime. It has strengthened its relations
with Arab reaction and pursued a rightist policy within the Iraqi-Saudi-Jor-
danian axis. It has persecuted the communist and democratic forces in
Iraq, persisted in its chauvinist approach to the Kurdish question, and
aligned with imperialism and reaction on Afghanistan. Finally, it proposed
the National Charter, aiming to direct Arab struggle against an alleged
communist and Soviet threat, instead of concentrating against
imperiafism, Zionism and ‘reaction. This initiative was hailed with
enthusiasm by Somalia, Sudan, Saudi Arabia and other reactionary Arab
countries. All this testifies to the fact that Iraq has been reverting to aright-

ist position. mmmﬂm;ww:e-bewgeeis-e!asum
B ME&MM%My—m&mmmfﬁ
fevenues: A regime with this class nature is capable of initiating a national
struggle againstimperiatism, but proves unable to cpntihue; thusit beginé
to retreat, covering its impotence by invoking the communist and Sog_ig_t_%
“threat’.

A nationalist regime really concerned with cconfronting the Camp
David alliance, with preparing to battle the Zionist entity to liberate all the _
national soil - without ceding a single inch, as the Iraqi regime says - would
never pursue such policies. Genuine confrontation policies have become
easily identifiable: Many years of struggle have shown in practice which
policies are conducive and which obstruct liberation. The Iraqi regime is
unable to actually fight against the Zionist entity, for fear of risking the
interests of the ruling elite. This explains the side-battles it contrives to the

, detriment of pooling all efforts for the main battle. Its position on the Ira-

nian revolution manifests the process of deviation to a rightist position
allied with reaction. No sooner had the Iranian revolution overthrown the
Shah than the Iraqi regime raised contrived ‘Arab’ claims to the three
islands and Arabistan (Ahwaz), whereas it had kept silent on this question
in the time of the Shah. The Iraqiregime began policies that ultimately pre-
pared the climate for the war with the Iranian revolution, which is still rag-
ing. ; )
‘The Camp David intrigues against the Palestinian revolution, and all

the contingents of the Arab national liberation movement, aim to liquidate
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;i alestinian cause once and for all, to legitimize and consolid:
.g:ﬁ;?gtttler-bolbnialisnf in Palestine, and secure |rr3penar|1|{set x?omﬁ:nao;
-.'bver-ihé wealth and fate of the Arab region. In _thus co 'eno iz
regime's contrived war against the Iranian revolution can ;er:d el
end than iverting the struggle from its proper class gznte ?ds o
correct, urgent objective of countering the Camp Davi a:_lc;o oo
consanUenees. The lraqi-lranian wa; can only serve
impe&?ﬂ;ﬁiﬁﬁ:&?ﬂgﬁg ?gi:r:: against the Iranian ;_-evolulﬁo’n whtcld-n
overthre:: the Shah's regime a_'nd dealt a severe blow to |!1_'|panralzss;21 ‘a':mat
+Zionism in the region. We advocate efforts to end lhls1 i:ir.; du fel
imperialism, Zionism and reaction cannot take advqn:agt;a tt:}s1 ez
‘may devote its material, human and military potenn: Ttge = Ak el
B R o et ey h oo
il B bl i inst the imperialist-Zionist-
inie, and reinforce-the Arab struggle agains mperi .
,;aalitsi':mary plans, as it de_cla_r?d. it :c::ﬁc:; g:f;:;;?é: ;:n?r::%’;?:way
Evenif the Iragiregime retains sor 3 ¢ tridtism, el ns
i this is to struggle against the regime’s rig
';%gtisotggpaﬁno?'lﬁ!rgﬁg‘Ir}[astilgr:alist. 'ggmog'atic and progressive forces.

These are the formules produced b’); the )::r:b s{r::rlnit%;na?;’n:rsc;r;‘t;zg
i i ss these i

Camp David. We have tnedﬁ .lq..am . e s o
nner; taking Into consideration the necessity B o
if:??éji;gohs.ln:;ge enemw'ggm%girengzr;aint‘:‘neg ;2; ﬁ.ﬁ:ﬁfﬁ:ym at:
At jitnes, and taking into accoun ! ' :
o -zﬁff.ﬁ%ﬁm rtbg;aﬁoﬁ%?}‘m@a?en; ar(;l a}:;e;oéz _c: n:::’?br?mg:::g

s6s. Alithe same time; wedeem it.eq en more important
'Iﬂa;t:%?;:as%%hula& ms of abilify to confrontCamp David, thwart

thes: 1n%rglen

o

1

s 1t in certain Arab .
at the mass movement in certair

tformulasinopposingthe -
5. The mass uprising in occupied Pales-

tine, and the steadfastness of the Palestinian revolution, allied with the
national movement in Lebanon, have upset the Camp David designs and
brought them to a deadlock on the Palastinian level. So far, the Palesti-
nian mass movement has prevented any Palestinian figure, traditional
Ieadership or reactionary group from accepting the ‘attonomy’ fraud
proposed by the Camp David alliance to solve the Palestinian problem

and end the Palestinian-Zionist conflict. Such an obstagcle to the enemy

scheme is certainly mora effective than all the formulas discussed above,
Palestinian mass action,

confronting the new era, constitutes the
most significant mass action in the Arab arena. Yet it was not an isolated
instance. In Saudi Arabia, the Qaba uprising in Mecca. revealed the
helplessness of the repressive forces despite massive armament
budgets. It exposed the regime's vulnerability, creating much anxiety in
imperialist circles regarding the prospects of their oil interests, This added
to the Camp David alliance's concern about defending their interests and
carrying out their schemes. Such mass action reflects the vast, ‘militant
potentials of the-masses: it shows they are bound and able to confront

their enemies; This places, all Arab revolutionary forces face to-face with

e great, historic task of leading the masses in this confrontation and pro-
?ailir_rg that, the mass movement will remain exposed to the dangersit has
faced in the earlier stages of its struggle, Chie hese is the danger "
buhai:stmggl_e ing aborted if led by the bourgeoisie. The bourgasisie
will divert the struggle to serve its own selfis assinterests, and then turn

against the mass movemerit to repress and abort it.
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habfef5 g
" The Program of Current Tasks for
Confronting Camp David

S i

Here we deal with the program of tasks cur;ently;acir:i ttl::g ?mr::
nal li i \ i t state: the nationa
national liberation movement in its presen ! Rl
ionalis S d revolutionary parties, forces, orga
:and the nationalist, progressive an: | i ipasd 0
zations and institutions. asks can be realised in the _
zations and institutions. These tas _ s 0
' i e d to confront the traito
. if these forces are really delerrplne !
:z‘:::k to the patriotic position and action, and defend themsgl;zz‘?gsg;s:
“the inperialist-Zionist-reactionary onslaught that seeks their
) r all. : - _
pnoe’l%l?r::tﬂfe of these tasks means that the vast m::l!orlty of .lh.e maff:iss
will rally around them, regardless of ideological or p:pl;tl:::; a:fina:;?‘; aeach
i Arab nationalis’ \
e. The extent 1o which each. an
fl;igunalist'. progressive or revolutlongry t:rab :g;c:z ﬁ:f:nr:;t; ;tj:go:?
ishi ill determine the ex S SL .
accomplishing these tasks will ; el
-a framework for consolidating
In-as much as these tasks constitute a - e
‘essi forces, they will ena
ionalist, progressive and revolu‘tlon‘lary . !
:'?:\:gutionars fc:agroes to acquire leading mfluenqe anq. ﬁnglly;;?ossnzugﬁ
-the leadership of this broad alliance. They will rise with this p i

“inclusive mass movement to the level of accomplishing the objectives of

the Arab democratic revolution, heading towards building the Arab

socialist society. g
- 'Whatthen are the tasks? -

First: To act seriously to i_sp'[éte Sadat's regime diplomaﬁr;ggghp:::g
‘ic'ailsr' economically and in all“other spheres, in the gra_b. Jl -
2 Isléﬁ"n'ic arenas, among the non-aligned countries and internationally;

struggle hard to blockade the regime's traitorous line and halt it as a pre- .

" [ude to eliminating it.

2

.’T‘i'.';!.'.-"—fﬁ"'"_-__". L e e

Together with the PLO, the Arab nationalist regimes have a special
responsibility. As participants in Arab summits, they can call to task the

the boycott resolutions, Furthermore, their presence in other political<

forums assigns them responsibility for isolating Sadat's regime there. =
The task of isolating Sadat's regime should be, coupled with full polit-

ical, informational, financial and material (including arms) support to the

stable base, capable of policing the region for imperialism. The more the
Arab liberation movement succeeds in Opposing the Egyptian regime, the
less will be the regime's ability to perform the tasks it is assigned.

Second: To confront US imperialism together with all its policies, plans
and jnterests in the region, -

/ The nationalist regimes are emphatically called upon to use oil as a
weapon against the.US, {c withdraw their funds from its banks, bar it from
their markets, and to stop all relations with it, All Arab nationalist, progres-
sive and revolutionary forces are required to expose the policy of
imperialism, oppose all its activities and strike at all forms of its presence
in the Arab homeland. '

demand that we strike at the snake's head - US imperialism, and not be
; d by hitting its tail - Sad nationalism can no longer be sepa-
rated from taking a'st‘aﬁwc“é‘against US imperialism, Nationalism rules out

cooperation and alliance with the US; nationalism means opposition to all
US policies, plans and interests in the region. After the conclusion of the

make use of this situation to radicalize the mationalist position. By adopt-
ing concrete positions of hostility towards imperialism and its interests, the
nationalist regimes make the reactionary regimes' position more awk-~
ward. Thus it is easier for the-mass movement to step up its struggle
against these regimes.
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Oai s lmportance is wtal and growing; |mpenallsm s dependence on
_ Arab oil in partictlaris mcraasmg Arab deposits in imperialist banks are
assuming increased importance, as is the-Arab market. In view of these
factors, and the strategic importance of the Arab homeland generally, we

nataonahst progressive and revolutionary forces begin a serious and con-
tinuous struggle against its interests. The task of these forces is to show,
with facts and figures, the volume of imperialist interests in our region, and
consequently the degree of harm we can cause them. Mass awareness of
such facts will stimulate the struggle to strike at these interests. We can
thereby bring pressure to bear on the!Arab regimes which secure these
interests for the imperialist enemy.

Thifd : To securé’earmest suipport to the Palestinian revolution from allthe
nationalist regimes and nationalist, progressive and revolutionary forces
in all spheres: political, lnformahonal financial and material, including
arms.|

Bacl-:mg the Palestinian revolutxon is the task of all forces without

the criterion for judging the senousness of every force in confronting the
CarnplDawd alhanoe The continuous mass struggle waged by ourpeople
under occupahon constitutes an almost total mass upfising. Together with
the revolution's steadfastness in the (ace of the March 1978 Israeli inva-
sion of South Lebanon ane‘rensumg aggressmns and plots, this indicates
what an obstacie the'Palestinian révolution poses for the Camp David
desrgns Hence the tagK of all nationalist regimes and nationalist, prog-
‘ressive and revolutionary forces is to support the Palestinian revolution; to
.~ provide; all the :equ:rements-'ot steadfastness for the Palestinian masses
' | under occupation, and’ fort “;-;Paiestmran and Lebanese masses in Leba-
' nion; to demand that all-fronts, particularly the Jordanian, be opened for
: :Pa!eshman operalions aga!nst the Zionists in occup:ed Palestine; and to
20,7 s!mggle agaqnst aII reactlenary pressures and maneuvers aimed at

unden'nmmg or dweﬂmg ﬂ'[a Palestinian revolution.
ke |

Fourlh To earnestly support the Lebanese National Movement and the
Lebanese masses, enabhng them 16 withstand the dangerous imperialist-
Zionist-reactionary plot.;
i Througl:r’the conﬂmfragi‘ng in Lebanon, this plot aims at striking the
F'alestlman revolution, the Lebanese National Movement and Syria, as
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can imagine the harm we can inflict on the imperialist enemy once the

" excaphon Goncratesupport tothe Palesunran revolution should become:*

.

well as establishing a fascist, isolationist, sectarian regime. After securing
its domination over Lebanon, this regime would join the Camp David
alfiance and subject Lebanon to the same imperialist-Zionist conditions as
were imposed on Egypt.

The main force to confront this plot is the Lebanese masses led by the
National Movement. They are allied in particular with the Palestinian
revolution and Syria, and with all the Arab nationalist regimes and forces,
and the forces of liberation, progress and socialism in the world. In this
light, supporting the Lebanese National Movement becomes a central
task of the entire Arab national liberation movement.

The enemy camp is striving hard to make the Lebanese masses
break with the Palestinian revolution and the Lebanese National Move-
ment. One of their main weapons is the destruction, Killing and eviction
practiced for years by the Zionist enemy and Saad Haddad's forces
against the Lebanese masses. The Lebanese National Movement's in-
ability to secure the minimal conditions for the masses to hold out, particu-
larly in the South, makes it easier for ttie enemy camp 16 achieve this end.
We do not mean that this is the only reason for the gaps in the mass situ-
ation in Lebanan today; rather itis.one of the reasons. -

In this.light, providing. material support and espacsally arms to the
Lebanese National Movement, in addition to political, moral and informa-
tional support, is one of the tasks of the nationalist regimes. The Lebanese
arena should not be considered important solely because the Palestinian
revolution maintains open presence there.

Fifth: To support Syria's stand in the face of internal and extemal
imperialist-Zionist-reactionary schemes that aim at bringing Syria to its
knees and drawing it :o the course of the lmpenallst-z“jcnlsl-reachonary
setﬂemenl e

Geographically, Syna faces ‘Israel' that occupues the Syrian Golan
Heights. The Syrian regime is unequivocally opposed-to Camp David, a
stand which constitutes a great help to both the Palestinian revolution and
the Lebanese National Movement.. The Camp David alliarice aims at
weakening Syria to facilitate the subjugation of the Palestinian revolution
and the Lebanese nationalist forces. Taken together, this means that all
Arab nationalist regimes and nationalist, progressive and revolutionary
forces are duty-bound to rigorously back Syria and reinforce its steadfast-
hess.

Syria's stand aga{nst the CampDa_-vidfac_;co‘rds has further radicalized
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Fits | poeitlens on bottrArab and international affairs. This has manifested
?rtself in many ways: a more posftive position in the Lebanese arena, a
4 changed stance 'towards ‘the Lebanese National Movement, more
_ enthusiasm for the Steadfastness and Confrontation Front, support to the
[raniari‘and. Afghenr revoluf ons, and more eagemess for closer relations
with the Soviet Union and ‘other socialist countries, culminating in a

friendship treaty with the USSR, This has made Syria 2 major target of the
enemy scheme The disturbances created by the forces of reaction in
«Syria-are no doubt linked in one way or another with the imperialist-
' 'Z_ronrsr—reactmnary plots.
' The nationalist. regimes.are required to extend material and military
.'.suppori to Syria The nahonalrst, progressive and revolutionary forces are
i requireJd'to remforce their re[’atrons with the Syrian regime with a view to

o .ﬂrﬁmﬁ‘ﬁﬂlng its: progressive, nationalist, political position. Syria must

| translate these positions inte actions and grant democratic freedom to all
fi nahonarst progressive and revolunonary forces.

‘Smh To stnve to strengthen lhe S!eadfastness and Confrontatlon Front,

e PTOMOtE its.effectiveness. deepen relations of sofidarity between its mem-'

bers. and settle differences between them. This should be done through
grl fatic: d’ralogue. expla:ntng the ‘real dangers threatening all, and
; Qtfessr  the importance of capperation to face these dangers.

The effort to strengthen the Steadfastness and Confrontation Front
should aim at deciding its polmcal line and deepening its progressive,
5 narrenalrs( content: G!ee,r cut dretrncuon between the enemy and friendly
cqrnps must be made as this is |mperauve for every growing struggle.
1 Moreover, it:should aim’ ‘atse ;gusiy implementing this line together with
':the -adopted resolutions. Fne“ﬂjr,' this front should build effective institu-

lrons to deepen solldanty and coordination between its members.

. Inthistespect the. PLO has a Spec:!a! responsibility for promoting the
Steadfastness and Con!ronlatlen Front. In the light of the rapid, succes-
‘sive ,developments in.the Arab regson, the PLO must cooperate with the

“lother’ members toeliminate tﬁe obstac!es to holding & new Steadfastness
‘and Confrontation Front éummat This summit should discuss current
developments with.a view 1 agoptmg a unified position on them. Further-
: ;more_ thePLOhasa specraj_ro'!,eto playin effecting a real polarization bet-
fween-nationalists and reactroﬁanes in the Arab arena. New steps by the
- "|Steadiastness and Conl’rontatlen Front would constitute a basic begin-
" ;nmg for su..h polaqzatlon i

The PLO should abandon its unremitting efforts for convening an
Arab summit to restore official ‘Arab solidarity’. Expenence has proved
that such ‘solidarity’, in the final analysis, serves only Arab reaction.
Rather, the PLO should move to adopt an unequivocal policy that makes
a clear distinction between friends and foes. This is the course that serves
our national cause as well as our anti-Camp David struggle. As an oppo-
nent of imperialism, Zionism and reaction, the PLO should strive in every
way for implementation of the Steadfasiness and Confrontation Front's
resolutions for setting up and developing joint institutions. Without this,
the confrontation in the region will merely be markrng time,

The Steadfastness and Confrontation Front's clrrent: State of stagna-
tion should be transitory. The schemes of imperialism, Zionism and reac-
tion ought 1o stimylate all members to act promptly to stop the deteriora-
tion of the situation in the region. We believe that while the PLO bears a
special responsibility, the other Steadfastness and C‘onfrontatlon Front
members bear'an equal one.

Seventh: To strive earnestly lo strengthen the Arab People’s Conference

“and augment its effectiveness and ability to unify the positions and

acfivities of the member parties, forces and organizations.

The present inability of the Arab revolutlonary forces to establish and
lead a progressive, pan-Arab front, makes the'Arab People's Conference
a necessity for coordinating the pan-Arab mass movement with a view to
accomplishing the tasks of the current stage. The presence in the Arab
People's Conference of a substantial number of progressive and
revolutionary forces makes it possible to promote it, develop its political
line and deepen its pregressive nationalist nature. Democratic dialogue
can be practiced for handling contradiction between members. Militant
relations can be strengthened to invigorate the Conference, implement its
resolutions and increase its mass orientation.

The progressive and revolutionary forces must attend the meetings
ofthe Arab People’s Conference and its permanent secretariat; they must
participate in prior preparation of siich meetings, and coordinate to insure
that resolutions get implemented and all duties carried out. This must
result in improving the Conference's effectiveriess as the existing
framework for coordinating the positions and activities of the nationalist,
democratic and revolutionary forces of the Arab national liberation move-
ment, regardless of whether they are in power or not.
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_E[ghth To stnvp llreIeSSIy for democralic freedoms for the toiling masses
and thelr polihca[ p,gmas trade unions and mass organizations.

" Theonlyfo E}-caﬁa,bl_ of.confronting the Camp David designs is the
masses and the progressnre and revolutionary-organizations. The mas-
ses, generally speaking, now suffer from extreme frustration as a result of
having been SUppressed and having their slogans misused by teaders
that claim to be acting to realize these same slogans. The persistence of
this state of affairs threatens the masses and hence the nation's ability to
withstand ‘and confront the Camp Davld schemes.

f "Inthe: hﬂias theimass movement played an effective role, confronting
i - the Baghdad Pa ':md other. tmpenahst plans. In Syria in particular, the
- méss ) movement wasable: tolhwart numerous:enemy designs. However,

L the undemocrallc attitude -of the national bourgeois regimes later

" weakened. the. mass movement and paralyzed its initiative. Hence, the
_nationalist, pmgressfve and. revolut:onary forces that are not in power

must struggle for democralic freedoms for the toiling masses. Also, the

nationalist and pmgress"fva press and revolutionary | writers and intellectu-
~ als should locus on this task:;Democratic rights must assume the status

ofa patnotlc. pmgresswe and revolutuonaty value: a moral and political.

“value equal o patriotism itself. Genuine patriotism should be measured
by the attitude towards democratic freedoms.
~ We do ot demiand that the nationalist regimes provide the liberal
bourgeois freedoms of capitalist soclehes We demand democratic free-
doms for the broad masses, not for lhair enemies, Democratic freedom for
all patqlotic, progressive and revolutlonary forces, regardless of ideologi-
cal or party affiliation, ‘should be linked in principle with: 1) the position on
imperialism, Zionism and reactton and 2) controlling antagonism bet-
ween différent ldaologlcal cjass and political trends within the framework
of cooperation against the imperialist-Zionist-reactionary enemy. Should
secondary contradictions-override the main contradiction with the enemy
: "carnp. the mass movement would be divided and weakened. This would
' pava the way for crackdawns on democ}rat:c freedoms.
: Beliefinthe masses. in democracyand inthe masses'rightto choose
| aposition.and act on it, are necessary conditions in the period of unified,
" 'national demogratic Irberatlon struggle, One of imperialism’s and reac-
.-tion's main weapons for dtv’t:rmg the-mass movement is brandishing the
-ecomrnunlst danger» ancl the threat it allegedly poses to religion, tradi-
- tions, nationalism and be ﬂ;rafs On occasion, patriotic forces have fallen in
t thls trap Thus I}npenallsﬁ'l Zighism anq reaction succeed in dwldlng the
e |196

rhass movement and fomenting ideological antagonusms within its ranks

In’ confronting Camp David, the nationalist, progressive and
revolutlonary forces should be aware of this danger; they must immunize
the masses agairist it. Political unity on the basis of opposing imperialism,
Zionism and reaction must prevail over any ideological differences. The
nationalist forces should realize that those who have responded to the
tune of anti-communism and anti-Sovietism have in practice landed in the
enemy camp. The communists, for their part, should ¢oncentrate primarily
on their political program for opposing imperialism, Zionism and reaction;
they should respect all ideological trends that follow a political program
oppused 16 the imperialist- Zlonlst-reactlonary enemy

Ninth: To reinforce solidarity and mutual support among the Arab libera-
tion forces in order to back the nationalist, democratic and revolutionary
forces of each and every Arab country, so that they may protect them-
selves against the Camp David plan, augment their own capabilities, and
overcome the imperialist-backed reactionary forces in their respective
countries.

We have earlier stressed the necessity of supporting the Palestinian
revolution, the Lebanese National Movement and the Egyptian mass
movement in pamcular This support should also be extended to Democ-
ratic Yemen which has been threatened by military aggression as well as
plots concocted by Saudi, Yemeni and Iraqi reaction in collaboration with
local counterrevolutionary forces. Democratic Yemen should also be
helped to overcome its current economic difficulties. Moreover, support
should be given to the National Democratic Front of North Yemen:; the
People’s Front for the Liberation of Oman (PFLO); the nationalist, prog-
ressive and revolutionary forces in the Gulf, Saudi Arabia and Iraq; and
the Sudanese people and their nationalist, progressive and revolutionary
forces. Support should also be extended to the Libyan Arab Jamahiriya
which faces Sadat's military threats and the intrigues of the Camp David

‘alliance. POLISARIO and Algeria should also be supported against the

activities of the reactionary Moroccan regime and the plots of hostile
forces aiming at undermining the revolution: Support should also be given
to the struggles of the Tunisian and Moroccan masses against reaction.

Strengthening militant solidarity among the contingents of the Arab
national liberation movement is the way to reinforce their confrontation of
the enemy alliance. This is also the way to create a progressive, pan-Arab
front to lead the Arab national democratuc revolution oriented towards
socialism.
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_theﬁ' preximlm! sthe Afab homelar‘.d' contribute to consolldatlng the Arab
national liberation movﬁmem These will consequently tum into points of

; suppon for our mass movermnent agénns! imperialism, Zionism and reac-

tion, The: ‘same. applies to mutual sqpport with the patriotic, progressive
andlravo!ultohary / regimes and forces in Asia, Africa and Latin America. it
is equalgy necessaryto simggthen the cooperation and the mutual sup-
portf be‘tﬁ“eq--, e’ ‘national liberation movement ‘and the progressive
- and: democratic.parties and forces of the advanced capitalist countries.
TheLDenlraL link i fthis;:ﬁori to enlist| solidarity is to consolidate relations

Wfths the! “countnqs oﬂathe Socialist community. particularly the. Soviet

Ida‘ia cooparalmn and mutual support between
movement and the Soviet Union arisés from
nsiderations. In the e Camp David era, US
crgzll its. weight to, impose its domination. and
;gb regm,_n To confront this, we must enlist the support

nefries o the'Ar
of the Soviet Union and t

They are the polar oppo of impeﬁalrsm, capable of standing up to its

yir_lg'?aHaad for the Arab national liberation
ies and-all the nationalist, progressive and
cas Aga a contingent of the Arab liberation
agilaie for these tasks in our work

Theﬁe are the

> J

lgngd to mulﬁply the masses’ capabilities for con-
ithreat. As Such, they are certain to be under-
-;n 8 brbhdest masses, regardless of ideolog-

s The dtasks aredes
: fronﬁngaﬁ‘»& Camp --

oth&r:countries of the Socialist community.

groups to earn increased mass support, enabling them to embark on the
tasks of their radical strategic program.
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f The strategic tasks are.not limited to withstanding, containing and
counteracting the Camp David alliance and its schemes. They aim at
defeating the. !reasoneus line'and the Camp David alliance; liberating
Palestine from Zionism: ehmlnallng all of imperialism's military, economic
ana cultural presénce and ihfluence on Arab soil; ending the authority of
Arab reaction and the impotent, capitulationist bourgeoisie; and ultnmately
reallzmg the aims of the Arab nation: liberation, demdcracy, socialismand
uni

tyTherefore. these lasks are pnmanly posed for the revolutionary
forces within the Arab national llberanon movement, particularly working
class regimes and org_anlzahens These tasks require a prolonged, ardu-
ous struggle and must be mamtamed despite the numerous political
developments that will’ takeplace in the period. Naturally, our discussion

- of these tasks will be, combined with areview and analysis of the Arab lib-
eration struggle since the. begnnnmg of the present century. This inciudes
-an evaluation of the st%g s;this strliggle has undergone and the lessons
|t has yielded, the role egch class atevery stage and what prevented the

<ing class from p]ayl e leadu?g role that could be expected in the
l:gh ‘of me?obpe‘etwe dey opmanlsen the world level. The current crisis of
“the Arﬁb natienal ||beratlon movement must be assessed, together with
. the program to pull it'out of this crisis. Although the report does not deal

" with these topics as separate subjects, their essence will be clarified while

"'discussing 1he prograrn of slrateglc tasks, as follows.

role of the working. class within the -broad class altiance opposed to
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' Flrst- To wage an un;emrﬁrng revolutionary. struggle to consolidate-the

imperialism, Zionism, -reaction and the capltulatnonist right-wing
‘bourgeoisie, so that the workmg class may evemual?y assume the leader-
'shlp

“This task is the central link which connects all the other straieglc
tasks for accomplishing the Arab national democratic revolution that will
proceed toward socialism. A critical i review of the Arab national liberation
movement, from the beginning of the century until Sadat's shift to the
‘enemy camp proves the validity of this thesis. Our' masses have waged
serious and prolonged struggles against Zionism and colonialism, then
against Zionism-and neocolonialism. Their failure to be liberated from
imperialism and Zionism is in no way due to their own helplessness or
abandonment of the strugg‘e This failure is rather due to the bourgeois-
feudal character-of the leadership of these struggles.

In the period following World War Il and culminating inthe emergence
of the Zionist state in Palestine in 1948, our masses struggled. At times,
they took up arms against colonialism and Zionism. However, the subseér-

* vient big bourgeoisie, allied with the remnants of feudalism, led the strug-

gle at that time. They were satisfied withthe formal independence that had
been won by the masses' struggle. They stopped at that, content with the
benefits and the privileges they had accrued, thanks to being in power,
and their ties with foreign capital and their role as comprador in the con-
tinuing imperialist plunder. Economically, this class is a mere appendage

‘,_E: imperialism. It was unable 1o effect any sigmrcant social change or
- econamic development) Consequently, this class resorted to coercion

against the masses, striwng to arrest their struggle. This class proved
unable to face Zionism; its impotence culminated in the defeat of 1948.
Yet the Arab masses did not stop their Struggle against Zionism and

“imperialism. They carried on, but this time by struggling against this i impo-
- tent class that had allied itself with imperialism.

Inthe 1950s, a new stage of struggle began with the July 23rd revolu-
tion'in Egypt as the center, led by strata representing the petit and middle
bourgeoisie.-These new class-forces-overthrew the subservient big
bourgeoisie which was allied with the feudalists. There were political,
economic, social and cultural achievements at this stage in Egypt and
throughout the Arab homeland; several progressive, nationalist Arab
regimes emerged, unlike the pre-1948 regimes. Yet these achievements
remained governed by the nature, interests and abilities of the petit and
middle bourgeois strata, Production remained generally capitalist in
character, and relations of economic dependence continued, attaching
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nd

iést world market. Under these conditio_ns, the
‘ , riling Glassigrew and intertwined with the interests of the
old bourgeoisie and world capital, despite all .claims toa t'h|rd course' of
.deve!bpméni;_ and despite tactical relgtions with the §ocuah_st commgn]ty:
This economic-and ‘class structure formed the base for these regimes

' ic ical. political and cultural spheres.
programs in the ideological,political and cu -
iin politics, these  regimes vacillated between antagonizing

imperialism and reconciling with it; At one point, relations with the socialist

“Shdmmunity were promoted; then came talk of problems involved in these

relations. There was opposition to Arab .reaction‘ and then compro]-nise
“1with itinthe forum of ‘Arab solidarity’. On the social level, these regimes
J | but under the banner of leveling

realized some benefits for the masses,
: class differences. el
{ an eclectic hodgepodge. These regimes mobilized the masses when they
| were in contradiction with imperialism, then coerced and suppressed the

“I'werejiinc

mass movement when it surpassed their own programs. This vacillation

U

applied in all fields, resulting in hypocritical pfactic;es known only too well
to all of us, since we have lived with the symptoms and consequences.

T THis class secured its interests through controlling state power; it

made use of the mass struggles to improve its own__posifion in ".'e world
tapitalist system arid market; its interests grew and interlinked with those
of the old bou‘rgeoiéie which it had overthrown without changing the mode

of production. No sooner had this oceurred than this class slowed downits

liance with world capitalism, abandoning the masses and their interests.
e transition of Sadat's fegime to its current position of treason provides

: s5trse of this class. This shows clearly that the crisis
i i

kéi‘fgrle%sive march, then Stopped and began to retreat to a position of
98

‘concrete proof of the | of thi
of the Arab national iiberation movement over ca
class nature of the leadership that used the masses' sacrifices to promote
its own selfish interests. Hente, we see the importance of striving to.con-
solidate the role of the#working class so that it may assume the leadership
of the mass movement in the coming stage. W

" Obviotisly, the Camp David alliance intends to attain full control of the
Arab reglon. This harms @il the ‘Arab masses, only. benefitting the
‘ capitulationist bourgeoisie. Whose interests. are totally intertwined with
" “imperialism. Thus, the class forces antagonistic to the Camp David
alliance are fiot only the:working class, but also the peasantry, the petit

‘bourgeoisie and certain strata of the national middle bourgeoisie. We are

keen to build and maintain abroad class alliance comprising:all the clas-
S _
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On the ideological front, their 'scientific' socialism was

the.past decades lies inthe '

ses harmed by Camp David. However. we should insist on working class.
_leadership for such an allianceiOnly then can we ensure that the alliance
will withstand the confrontation, that the victory will be for the toiling mas-
ses and not usurped by the bourgeois component ‘of the alliance. Only
then can we achieve full liberation from economic dependence, by setting
up a new mode of production that is independent and antagonistic to the
capitalist mode of production and the imperialist camp founded on it.
This is the lesson yielded by the experience of the Arab national liber-
ation movement in the 1950s, in response to the 1948 defeat suffered
under the-leadership of the big bourgeoisie and: feudal remnants. The
Camp David era requires the same kind of class alliance, but with one

- essential difference. In Nasser's era, the alliance was led by the national

bourgeoisie, but we should now make use of the lessons of that era. We
must strive to change the riature of the class relations within this alliance,
so that the working class assumes the leadership, ‘and a retrogressive
march like Sadat's is avoided. The difference is a qualitative one. Other
peoples’ experiences, as well as our own, teach that the ability of the
working class and its vanguard contingents to assume the leadership of
“the broad class alliance depends primarily on understanding the reasons
that have so far precluded the ascent of the working class, despite
decades. of struggle. Some Arab communist parties have been in exis-
tence for more than fifty years. This justifies the question as to why the
working class has not ascended to the leadership. The more courage-
ously and objectively Arab communists can face this question and
analyze it, the greater their chances of ascending to the leadership with
the working class they represent,

First of all, it must be taken into account that the role of the working
class has been limited, qualitatively and quantitatively, by certain objec-
tive factors. In most Arah societies, the bourgeoisie is chiefly mercantite;
the industrial bourgeoisie is very small in size; the petit bourgeoisie, the
peasantry and marginal groups comprise the bulk of the society. In these
societies, the working class can only be small in size and low in concentra-
tion in accordance with economic backwardness and dependence.

These objective factors should- be taken into, account in order to
evaluate the role of the Arab working class and communist parties. How-
ever, in the light of the international developments that have taken place
in this century, these objective factors are no longer the decisive ones.
The victory of the October Revolution and the emergence of the world's
first workers' and peasants' state had far-reaching repercussions. This
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. i itself: sociall i ceurred in several
l dlution consolidated itself; socialist revolutions occurred ir :

othe tries: and a world socialist system came into being. After this,

other coun id sociall 0 being.
the role of the working class in the underdeveloped countries IS not to be

judged By size or concentration, or by the membership c:f th: t|;arma_s r:;p;
resenting it, but by the tevolutionary program it adopts to lea - oz peot‘r:eré
O e et withass mviovam, ot ra:
is ample evidence attestingtothe In\ ;
?I:.Tﬁéeezggmﬁg develnpgment was not qualitati\fely dlﬁf.-renl tron'll ;Ea‘tho;
the ‘Arab homeland. There the Vietnamese Communist ‘Part)t; afe
working class and the popular rncwefz?nenl Itot;gt?/% ll:‘yar:nc;;s:‘sc:gn}r 9% Hi
the revolutionary program it had formulated. Vie _ .
‘;?a‘i?'u:!é of the world tevolutionary situ_akiun' affecting the rolfhof lh: gr:e
ing class in extremely backward countries. Before \netngm. ere o lhis'
case of Mongolia; since, there has been Laos, Afghanfstan. etc. e
shows that the Arab communist parties should resppnstblyl fac:; u‘lJe"a'der-
subjective factors that have so far barred them from assuming the -
ship of the broad class alliance of the Arab national Ir.beratnon move "

e o S

il o

' i ibjective tactors?
What are the most important of these su o
A. The traditional view of the nature of the stage of the revo.':.fhon in the
i A}ab homeland and the role of the working class in this srage. .
European communist parties came into beipg as worksr'ag cl$:s pscr’;
ties, responsible for effecting and leading the soca:(r;stt re;?;gg:;i‘ th ;;rls 1
: i ) ieti ssumedtog -
ss of change in European societies was assu L
:ici phases :g!he bolrgeois democratic revolution led by the bOU(g_BQQ_i?J_I

: followed by the socialist revolution led by the working class. ]-‘ha"laagll?sg:
" role of the communist party was considered to relate only to the e
lution. i _- _ - :

-: lq{a‘mﬂowoz.-\.re-r. the Bolsheviks led by Lenin developed this view. Lenin

- stressed the necessity.of the working class leading the democratic revolu-

tion. He emphasized the bourgeois democratic nature of the Russian

wir | revolution, but’ 5 o iR
B / < 'eaﬁﬁgforﬂ?%iubdrdm 3 role forthe working class. Lenin says, «The

T et

' ut ocratic uphea the end; it has to
roletariat has to carry out the democratic up . 9
4 f upvin the peasantry to i,l_s_.glgg-in order to crush the resistance of the autoc

racy by force and paralysethe wavering of the bourgeoisie. It has also to

il effect the socialist uphsaval by drawing to its side the_s_eml-proletalrt::
i masses to crush by force the resistance of the bourgao‘lsge ani;:aarr:_);m
o 'wa ) ' t i isie. These.are
‘I N\ the 'Waveﬁ_nb'o! llzfsdpeasan_try and the pet:t;b?ir‘ggg_is” 8. ]
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sed handing the leading role over to the bourgeoisie. .

tasks of the proletariat.» Thus the Russian working class and its party

Jbecame responsible for effecting the democratic upheaval, namely, the
/bourgeois democratic revolution, instead of waiting for the bourgeoisie to
| accomplish this task and then taking over to effect the socialist revolution.
i «Our party sticks to the view that the role of the proletariat is that of leading
* the bourgeois democratic revolution» (Lenin).

After the triumph of the October revolution, the Leninist view of the
national liberation movements also developed. Lenin began to view them
as part of the socialist revolution and not the democratic revolution led by
the bourgeoisie with the aim of establishing a capitalist system. This con-
sidered, the national liberation movements acquired- a social content in
addition to their national character. This is why the working class in the
countries of these movements should assume the leadership of the
democratic revolution as well,

By clinging to the traditional view of the role of the working class and
its vanguard party, the Arab communist parties missed the opportunity of
having a growing role in leading the mass struggle at the earlier stages.

- Tlg_e_,lraditienal.view--rec!uces.mosj,QQigitqg of these parties to the trade
_unionist and reformist demands of the working class.t The Arab com-
munist parties did play a rolé in the struggie against colorialism, but they
conceded the leading part to the bourgeoisie.;This made their own strug-
gles only secondary, subordiaté 6 those of the bourgeoisieSince the
“Arab communist parties do not consider themselves responsible for lead- -
ing the struggle at such a stage, it is only natural that they not strive to
assume leadership. Consequently, they have not so far attained the lead-
ing position within the class alliance required by the stage of national liber-
ation.

~B. With the rise of the nationalist petit bourgeoijsie in the fifties and sixties,
the Arab communist parties were dazzled by the political, economic,
social and cultural achievements of this bourgeoisie. This led them to
consider the progressive nationalist regimes of that time as leading a
special stage of "non-capitalist’ economic development, preliminary to
socialist transformation.

This provided justification for the Egyptian communist party to dis-
solve itself. Other Arab communist parties were content to support these
regimes. They exempted themselves from the major revolutionary role of
leading the working class and the whole society to accomplish all the
tasks of the national democratic revolution, and carry on to effect the

; socialist transformation of society, a task only the working class and its
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v §p: ‘shoulder. Limit Ives to a subsidiary role as
vanguard party can shoulder. Limiting themselves 10 a subsidiz 5.
'the)? hav’e-go?:r done, ﬁompotjld tfie Arab communist parties be ex?ecled )
to.ascend 1o the top of the alliance that links them with the other classes :
of the national democratic revolution2. , v :
_Jof mmnzﬁhasis o non-capitalist development is both scientific and fe.e;zl
- ble. Yet proclaiming non-capitalist developmelntl; wu_thc;i seacug‘:;:vnsg thz
\dition e it possi d . socialist-oriented,
conditions that make it possible an d, I
bourgeoisie to mislead the masses; it encourages lhg ogrnmunlsts to beut
complacent. To be conducive to socialism, non-capitalist developmen
must be based on a set of conditions:
—firm antagonism to imperjalism; ‘.
—economic independence from imperialism; e
'_—gornbiﬁl’hg the development process with establishing the closest polit
i i ith the ialist countries;
lical and economic relations with the social
l—g'rantiﬁg full democratic freedoms to the masses, so t_hal they may fully
‘exercise|their right-to,political and trade-union assoclation;
—popularising scientific.socialist thought; > o _
—Ias? but noﬁéasi‘;"_séduri‘r‘ig thé subjective conditions for carrying ou:;lj:s
) revblu‘tianary task, namely, the leading role of the working class and its
- uardparty. : . o _
.vangumésps t?e thesis  of non-capitalist development is |udggd on t:!s
‘basis, we should not be surprised to hear Siad E?arl_'e of So.ma!:a. ?";f’ is
kind clof bourgeoisie, speak of their own 'non-capitalist road'’ to socialism.
Understanding why the Arab working class has been unablett.o
- :approach the leading position inthe Arab -_natlongl liberation mveme:rc;s
the first step towards attaining. that position. It is the first step tow, ws
'!axlricating the Arab national liberation movement from :ts_c.rism. e..
reaard. this_task as the central link in the problems facing Arab=
~—revolutionaries today, Yet our analysis of the Arab national liberation
jmovement's crisis, and of the program to overcome this, is not complete
" unless undertaken in connection with the other tasks.

§ Second: . i ir i truggle to wrench
' d: To wage a serious, lireless revt_alut_lonary strugg .
!ﬁbwé:‘from:Afabgreactioh and the capitulationist bourgeoisie, and es‘t'ab

. lish & new class power: people’s democracy, led by an alliance of all toilers

' withthe working class asleader:and guide.

anh Inthe lighr:go!-'qur review and analysis of the learllier stages of strug?g:]e.

¥ {only people’s democracy is;capable of accompllsr.ung a!t the l:.:\sks f0’“‘! E

" :'né.tional demogratic revolution and linking it to socialist revolution. If Ara
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communists do not work to seize power, they allow the bourgeoisie to do
so. After all, the bourgeoisie is able to find alternative candidates among
its various strata to hold political power on its behalf. In the light of experi-
ence, the seizure of state power is most likely to occur country by country,
rather than on an Arab national scale. Yet the results will not be restricted
to the country where the takeover is effected. Shouldering the pan-Arab
tasks of Arab unity and the liberation of Palestine, such a regime will
create an overwhelming upsurge in the Arab mass movement. A case in
point s the People's Democratic Republic of Yemen (PDRY). Shouldering
:the pan-Arab tasks of Arab unity and the liberation of Palestine, such a
‘fegime will create an overwhelming upsurge in the Arab mass movement.
A case in point is the People's Democratic Republic of Yemen (PDRY).
Despite limited resources, PDRY is piaying a valuable role in connection
with the national liberation movement in North Yemen and Oman, indeed,
in the whole Gulf region and Arabian Peninsula, Hence, we can imagine
the great revolutionary effects created by a people's democratic power
emerging under the leadership of the working class in Sudan, Iraq or
some other Arab country. A similar role was played by Nasser's Egypt; it
created a great upsurge throughout the Arab world. Among other things,
this swept away Iraq's reactionary regime, overthrew the monarchies of

Yemen and Libya, and liberated Algeria and South Yemen from col- -

onialism. This gives an idea of the greater and different role to be played
by Egypt, once an alliance of workers, peasants, other toilers and the pat-
riotic bourgeoisie, led by the working class, comes to power.

We realize how crucial and intricate this task is. Consequently, we
are aware of the harm an adventurist course could inflict on the working
class and mass movement. We realize as well the necessity of securing
both the objective conditions needed to bring about revolutionary change.
Althe same time, we slress that addressing this task should always be the
focus of attention for the Arab working class and all Arab communists. By
concentrating on accomplishing this task, the working class will release its
full potentials, channel them properly and daily multiply its activities and
efficacy. Shouldering this task on a consistent basis should be part and
parcel of the Arab communists' action, directing their efforts towards
understanding the nature and contradictions of the power to be over-
thrown; how to make use of these contradictions, and what tactical slo-
gans and programs are needed to aggravate the existing regime'’s crisis;
the importance of broad alliances and the programs that will make these

possible, as well as the principles that should-govern the relations bet-

.
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ween the parties to these alliances; the programs and acth{itw:s that rag]ly
the masses; and the kind of organizaliona! structure and principles whc_ch
would enable the working class party to seize power and effect revolutio-
hange. :
nawlﬁnkeg to the thesis on seizing power is another basic and ca_ptral
thesis that constitutes a task in itself. This is the thesis on the militant
methods by which political power is seized and n_laintained. We are refer-
("ring to revolutionary violence and the dictatorship of the prolatlanat.. Apy
\ serious effort to seize power from Arab reaction and the, qapttulatlonnst
bourgeoisie should rely on preparation for armed c_lass war (snsur:rectlo_n}.
| as the only way to accomplish tljg__tas,lgs The particular manner in which
. revolitionary violence manifests itself will differ from one Arab country to
another. It will probably assume varidus forms: ar{ned insurrection, 'fm'ned
insurgency - military coups carried out by soldiers _connected thgh the
working class party and the mass movement - protracted people’s libera-
tion war, etc. However, in all cases, the essence is the same, namely, that
«the major issues related to the life of the peoples are settled only by
force» (Lenin). ] _

Our emphasis on the thesis of armed struggle and rgvoiutlonary vio-

lence should not be construed as underrating the necessity of other forms
of struggle, political and otherwise, by trade unions and'other mass
organizations, including ‘parfiiamentary struggle. .quevar. important as
they are, these forms of struggle only contribute to ripening the obi‘eciwe
and subjective conditions needed to effect change; only by rm.nrca!u‘uonary,a‘1
violence can the change itself be effected, and the new powey_mamtaine;[. ‘|
The most probabie error of the working class party'is rjot failing to stre§s |
these methods, but rather failing to understand the primacy of-revoluhc{»;
nary violence. .

“This section of our report, through outlining the tasks t_or the new
stage and the role ofthe revolutionary forces, attemptsto look into the cur-
rent crisls of the Arab national liberation movement and why the role ofthe
Arab working class and communist parties has been less than leading or
effective. In line with this, we must glance back at the history of the Arab
communist parties over the past decades to see to what extent thay have
been oriented towards the task of seizing power, and whether they have
used all forms of struggle, political and otherwise, to this end. Apart fro_rn
Hashem Al ‘Ata's coup in Sudan, in which the Sudanese Communist
Party was involved, is there & single serious attempt by any A_rab com-
munist party to seize power? Ware not the objective and subjective condi-
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‘lions ripe for the communist party to seize power in Iraq at the time of
Abdulkarim Qasem? Didn't Democratic Yemen's experience concretely
indicate ‘that the presence of the forces of the United Arab Republic
(Egypt) In Sana'a_created favorable conditions for armed struggle in

" South Yemen? This task was then shouldered by the Arab Nationalist

Movement in South Yemen. Did the Moroccan Communist Party under-
take the task of armed struggle against the Spanish colonialists in the
Sahara? Yet today the party believes the Sahara to be part of the national
soil, thereby justifying siding in practice with King Hassan's regime
against POLISARIO. Did the Algerian Communist'Party perceptibly con-
tribute to, let alone lead, the Algerian people’s struggle against French
colonialism? Did it have any real role in Algeria's revolution of one million
martyrs, that was the focus of the Arab masses for seven years?

In the eyes of the Soviet Union and other socialist countries, of com-
munist parties and liberation forces worldwide, the Palestinian armed
struggle ranks in the forefront of the world national liberation movement.
Yet has the Jordanian Communist Party / Palestinian Organization=
played any leading or contributing role in igniting this struggle which was
initiated by some bourgeois forces, revolutionary democratic forces and

.forces identifying themselves with the working class? Didn't the Arab
.communists' failure to take part in these armed revoits against col-
onialism, revolts now lauded by all Arab communist parties, result in
weakening the role of the working class, leading to the current crisis of the
Arab national liberation movement?

What is our point here? As a contingent of the Arab national liberation
movement, we ought to review and analyze the history of this movement
to understand its current crisis. Moreover, we must sincerely address our-
selves to establishing the strongest relations with the Arab communist
parties with a view to setting the Arab national democratic revolution on
the course to socialist revolution, Therefore, we humbly submit our con-
tribution to drawing up the program of the tasks of this stage, to be carried
out primarily by the revolutionary forces..

Third: To wage firm, revolutionary struggle against Zionism and its politi-
cal entity, ‘Israel’, with a view to removing this racist, imperialist, col-
onialist entity from Arab soil; liberating Palestine through a protracted
Arab-Palestinian people's war; rejecting any settlement with this entity;-
creating an overwhelming revolutionary mass upsurge for the long strug-
gle.
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The Israeli state is the focal point of the collision between the Arab
masses and imperialism. Moreover, the struggle against 'Israel’ will
expose the betrayal of Arab reaction and the capitulationist bourgeoisie,
while integrating the strugglesiof the Arab masses in the entire region. -

_The starting point in shouldering this task is to défine one’s political
and ideological position toward the Zionist movement and its polity, the
state of ‘Israel', and toward any settlement with this entity based onrecog-
nition _and coexistence. Before 1948, the international communist move-
ment, inciuding the Arab communist movement, and the Arab national lib-
eration movement had a definite position. The international communist
movement, including the Arab communists, had a firm ideological position
F:n Zn_onrsm, viewing it as a racist, colonialist movement linked with
imperialism. The international communist movement and the Arab com-
mumsts_had a decided position.on the thesis of the Jewish ‘people’ and
the‘ Je_msh ‘nation’. They maintained that the Jews did not constitute a
nguon_. and hence called on Jewish proletarians to integrate their struggle
ﬁsgglgat of the people where they lived. However, after 1948, when the .
USSR and other countries of the socialist community recognized the state
of “liraer"lth_is position undemeng!_;am;_aﬂecﬁng the entire

~Ardb SommUNist Movermenty Thus, The staring point Shourd be to dater-
~“mine a scientific,” poiitical eological position on the Zionist movement
and its polity, ‘Israel’.

In order to avoid sounding chauvinist orimmature in our dialogue with

. I}'te communist parties of the world, we must scientifically discuss a whole
list of topics, including:
-the origin of the Zionist movement and the nature of its ideology;
-the class forces that established this movement, drew upits program and-
defined its objectives; ;
-the origin of the relation between Zionism, colonialism and imperialism;
-the number of Jews in Palestine at the turn of the century and the factors
that stimulated.Jewish immigration; whether this immigration was really
an expression of a people's aspirations or whether it was artificially per-
petrated to mask a colonial invasion;
-the level of this immigration before 1948, and what percentage of all Jéws
live in Palestine;
-the scientific definition of a nation and whether Jews constitute a nation;
how can one explain that 75% of this 'nation’, granted it exists, is outside
the polity it has created?
-the nature of the class struggle going on within this entity; the dimensions
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and prospects of this struggle in the light of the fact thal the entire Zionist .
society (all classes) benefits from the schemes of settlement and domina-,
Ton, and from the imperialist aid extended to this entity in return for its

—

“policing the region in the interests ofimperialismy - - -
““whether one can separate Zionism, which world communism vehemently

denounces, from 'Israel’; whether it is realistic to think of the existence of
a non-Zionist 'Israel’,

As for Arab communist parties, we are entitled to say that these topics
were not dealt with. Zionism and its polity ‘Israel’ shave shown in practice,
over a long period, what this society really is and what objectives were
behind its creation. This indicates the correct political and ideological pos-_
ition on Zionism and the Zionist state. So, does 'Israel’ represent_a\
people’ that aspires o seli-determination and:is entitled to this right andto.
Optforsacession if it so wishes, according fo the Leninist thesis? Or is it
just another Rhodesia, an imperialist, colonialist. fascist and racist society
that constitutes direct colonialist military presence on Arab soil, intended |
to impose imperialist domination? o

The point of departure for undertaking this task is to delineate a firm
political position on Zionism and the Zionist entity. Moreaver, it is equally
riecessary to take a firm position on the line of political settlement that has
prevailed since the October War of 1973. Before that war, only the Arab
rcommunist parties, of all the contingents of the Arab |jberation movement,
were reconciled to the existence of 'Israel’. All other contingents, the
Palestinian revolution in particular, struggled on the basis of liberating all

of Palestine. After Oclober '73, the picture changed; some contingents of
the Palestinian revolution and the Arab liberation movement began to fal-

ter, proposing an interim program for settlement with the Zionist entity. -

is necessitates a decisive political-ideological position on the part of the
Arab revolutionary forces. Besides repudiating the settlement line, which
we shall take up in the Palestinian section of this report, we are confronted
today with the concrete consequences of this line which Sadat used to jus-
tify his visit to Jerusalem and later the treasonous treaty. Here it suffices
lo stress the necessily of making a clear distinction between charting
phases in the process of liberating the whole of Palestine, and replacing
that goal with a Palestinian state in part of Palestine as a result of a settle-
ment concluded at the price of accepting the permanent existence of the

Z‘roEiSi entity.
_——uln conclusion, the adoption of a definite political-ideological position
/of no coexistence with Zionism is the basis on which Arab revolutionary
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forces should approach the task of liberating Palestine, as one ofthetasks }

{” of the strategic confrontation of the Camp David process, ;
~—" Some warn of the advgrsé! consequences that such a position could:

have on the Arab communist movement's relations with the USSR and

other socialist countries, and with the international communist movement

generally. We reply to this from'the theoretical point of view I':}y referring to
the set of principles laid down'by the international communist movement
as a basis for inter-party relations. These principles provide. among other
things, for every communist party's right to independence, for rn_ul_ual
respect of points of view and for the need to apply Marxism-Leninism
cieatively and solve differences of opinion through democratic dialogue.

Onthe practical level, our reply is as follows: Before the Qctober War.,
the Arab national liberation movement had fairly good relations of cooper-
ation with the USSR and the international communist movement. The
more radical and serious we are in opposing imperialism in practice, the
closer ‘such relations will be. Moreover, ‘Israel’ exhibited its arrogance
after 1967, and was exposed as an outrightly aggressive imperialist base;
Zionism's subversive activities against and within the countries of the
socialist community have become known. As a result, we can now, more
than ever, see a worldwide ideological trend that views Zionism as an out-
right rea‘c_téon,ary and racist movement, and not at all one of the national
liberation for the 'Jewish people’.

This situation provides firm common ground for dialogue on the pos-
ition to be taken towards 'Israel’ as a political, economic and military entity
that embodies Zionism in reality. It is the duty of the Arab communist_s to
bring home to the world communist movement the grim rga!ity of Zionism
and the Zionist stale as we have experienced it in practice. The 1ask_ of
liberating Palestine is one of the main strategic tasks of the confronlation
program for defeating the Camp David alliance - the program of the Arab
revolution in its national democratic stage, leading to swahsm. Tolmm-
plete our view of this task, it is necessary to stress that the liberation of
Palestine, particularly in the Camp David era, is no longer solely a Pales-
tinian national task. Like the task of realizing Arab unity, the task of liberat-
ing Palestine has historically been a pan-Arab task for the Arab _nakianai
liberation movemnent to accomplish, despite the special role assigned to
the Palestinians. Previously, this task owed its pan-Arab character mainly-
to the thesis of Arab unity. It.used to be discussed, and positions deter-
mined, with reference to that thesis. Now it is confirmed as a task of the

entire Arab national liberation movement on the grounds_ of an analysis of -

the Carmp David era, as st out in this report.
122 ‘

The Zionist state is now US imperialism's No. 1 base for the suppres-
sion of'the national movement in any Arab country. The Zionist enemy
now occupies parts of Syria and Lebanon; it still occupies part of the Sinai.
'Israel' is the base.that daily offers its services lo imperialism for securing
the oiland other interests in the region. The future of the peoples of the
entire region hangs on the destruction of this Zionist polity.

The pan-Arab character of the battle against the Zionist state re-
quires that all the contingents of the Arab national liberation movement
shoulder their responsibilities. They must confront the activities of

imperialism and its local allies on one hand, and seriously take part in -

fighting the Zionist enemy over the length of the borders with occupied
Palestine on the ‘other. A position against Zionism and ‘lsrael' must
become an item on the programs of the nationalist, démocratic and
revolutionary forces of every Arab country. This position must bé con-
verted into full support to thie Palestinian revolytion. It must be tumed into
action to initiate the national democratic revolution in every Arab country
for the purpose of mobilizing all the country's potentials for the liberation
battle. In this, the initiative shouid be taken by the revelutionary elements
of the Arab national liberation movement, particularly the communists.
The fact that armed struggle has been going on Tor quite a while
makes this strategic taskimmediately applicable, as has been the case in
Lebanon. Once the revolutionary forces seriously.sét out to implement
this task, then the struggle for the liberation of Palestine will reveal the
potential of the Palestinian cause for creating an overwhelming revolutio-
nary mass upsurge. The Zionist entity represents the focal point of colli-

sion between us and imperialism; the reactionary and defeatist bourgeois

forces’ impotence will be revealed; armed struggle will spread to other
Arab countries, thanks to this struggle’s unifying -effect. This will lead to
accomplishing the tasks of national liberation in some Arab countries,
national democratic tasks in others, and even tasks of the national demo-
cratic revolution verging on socialist transformation in certain others.
Thus, the task of liberating Palestine will be linked with and, indeed, the
key to realizing the objectives of the Arab national democratic revolution
on the road to the socialist revolution. i ’

The. position adopted by the Arab communist parties towards the
Zionist state on its proclamation 'in 1948, had extremely detrimental
effects on their popularity amongst the Arab masses and, consequently,
on their ability to lead the mass movernent. This constitutes another basic
factorin understanding the crisis of the Arab national liberation movement
and its bourgeois leadership, as well as the limited role of the Arab com-
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munist parties in the uprisings of the 1950s and 1960s. In the wake of the
1948 defeat, lhe emergence of. the Zionist state, the usurpation of Arab
land and eviction of the Palestinian people, the Arab masses were full of
resentment and rage at the reactionary regimes. These regimes had
proved unequal to the confrontation; some had even plotted against the
Palestinian people's struggle and cause. The Arab masses expected the
leadership to mobilize their potentials and convert their anger in adecisive
struggle against imperialism, the Zionist enemy and the comPrador
capitalist class that had aborted earlier struggles. The masse_us_colsldgred
Arab fragmentation to be one of the causes of the defeat. At this very time,
the Arab communist parties, blind to all the perils the Zionistinvasion spel-
led for the Arabs’ destiny, advocated recognition and peace with ‘Israel’.
They paid no attention to the question of Arab unity or to eliminating frag-
mentation which was the material base created by colonialism to control
the region. Instead, they restricted their struggle-to reformist demands,
and raised the slogan of «bread and peaces. In this way, the Arab com-
munist parties left ample scope for the petit and national bourgeaisie to
ride the mass movement and lead the new stage of struggle which Sadat
and his defeatist bourgeoisie so ignominiously ended. Moreover, the pos-:
ition of the Arab communist parties towards the Zionist entity was used by |
reactionary and bourgeois forces as a justification for suppressing lh_ern‘;
as lraitors to the sacred cause of Palestine. In addition, this position alien;
ated vast sectors of the masses from these parties (as well as from com;
munism) ) i
After the 1967 agaression, the same attitude was reflected in trje:se
parties’ stance on UN Security Council resolution no.242, on Palestinian
armed struggle which acquired much strength after the 1967 deleaf, alnd
ori the question of a negotiated settiement. We reiterate that by pointing
out all this, we only intend to make our modest,/dutiful contribution to
analyzing the Arab national liberation movement's crisis; in order to deter-
mine the causes that have so far allowed the bourgep?siis’ to-'assume_the
leadership and pushed the Arab working class and commgnis_: parties-into
the background. This stems from our sincere desire to see the Arab work- |
ing class and communist parties reconsider their past experience and-
make use of its lessons in order to ascend o the’pbsition they should
occupy, leading the revolutionary national demgcratip class alliance inthe
confrontation of Camp David. We are-particularly pleased that some of
these parties are making such a reassessment-already. This will ceﬂa_lnly
advance their leading the mass movement in their respective countries,

124 e i

and the Arab national movement in the stage of the national democratic
revolution on the road to the socialist-revolution.

Fourth: To strive tirelessly to realize Arab unity and a united pan-Arab
people’s democratic state; to posit Arab unity as a central slogan of the
national democratic revolution on the road to socialist revolution.

The existence of a united Arab nation is an established historical fact,
dating back to the epoch of the Islamic-Arab renaissance and continuing
for many centuries thereafter. The factors of common language, history.,
and psychological and cultural traits, on which the unity of the Arab nation
rests, could only have evolved through'a long historical process. Other-
wise, we cannot explain the existing unity of language, the feelings of

"identity, belonging and common destiny, the oneness of psychological
and cuitural traits and aspirations. The concept of the Arab nation and its
unity has become controversial at this period of history due to political
[fragmentation, with the Arab people having been divided into 2 number of

‘political entities, and the resulting lack of economic unity. This fragmenta-
tion s, however, only transient. Itis the result of the colonialist Sykes-Picot
agreement which aimed at redistributing imperialist interests after World
Warl, and providing the material base for suppressing the movement of
the Arab masses, dividing and emasculating their struggle. It is inadmissi-
ble that this transient reality be used to dispute the existence of the nation.
Several examples can be cited of nations lacking economic unity, such as
Germany, Korea and Vietnam prior to the liberation of the south. These
nations, however, never ceased seeking unity. It is a fact that when such
nations succeed in liberating their occupied land, they unify their societies .
on a socialist basis. : e 3 :

Regardless of theoretical controversy as to whether the Arabs consti-
tute a single nation or multiple ones, any scientific review of the political
movement in thig region, from the beginning of the-last century up to the
present, shows the existence of a single, all-comprising Arab nation, con-
stantly propelled towards unity by virtue of its historical and objective exis-

1tence. The political slogans raised by vanguard forces at various historical
stages, to mobilize and rally the masses, are not the expression of
chauvinist or subjective tendencies. They really reflect the needs, condi-
'tions and implications of the society's evolutionary process, as well as the
maturation of the objective conditions that render such slogans realizable.

The slogan of Arab unity and independence was raised in the strug-
gle against Ottoman oppression and the ‘turkicisation' scheme. Again,
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unity was the masses’ slogan in various Arab countries in the struggle
against British and French colonialism which caused the state of fragmen-
tation. The Arab masses saw the lack of Arab unity, as well as the impo-
tence and collaboration of the ruling class; as-one of the main causes of
the 1948 defeat. Then the slogan of Arab unity was rejuvenated and crys-
\allized after 1948, when Ihe petit and national bourgeoisie rode the tide
_of unity to enlist the masses'.support against imperialism and the tradi-
tional classes. Last, but not least, one recalls the incredible surging force
the mass movement acquired when Syria and Egypt merged to form the
United Arab Republic. All this expresses how strongly the Arab masses
long for national unity in order to achieve national self-fulfillment based on
common language, history, land, and psychological and cultural traits.
The struggle to realize Arab unity is not only based on the people's
right to self-determination and national unity; itis also vital for firm struggle
againstimperialism, Zionism, reaction and the defeatist bourgeoisie. Arab

fragmentation was the material basis for imperialist domination over thei .
Zionism'’s early victories possi,

“region{ was one of the factors tha made _-{T
blel Todmmﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁ“ﬁéé‘tﬁe_op' {ifial framework for reaction w5

and the bourgeoisie to control the mass movement. Hence, contrary (0.
fragmentation, the workers, peasants and all the toiling masses in thj
Arab homeland should adhere to the line of Arab unity. ; Yo

“The Arab nation today accounts for more than 150 million people,
ranking fifth among the world's nations in terms of population. In area, the
Arab homeland is about 4 million square miles. which puts it among the
world's three largest countries. It abounds in natural resources, particus
larly oil, of which it has more than half the waorld's reserves.Neverdhel
despite all these tentials. this nation stands helpless and defeated)
ho occupy a small part of its termitory;
ki : 55 and 1he class character of its regimes rArab
unity will release, mobilize and pool these potentials, once the toilig mas-
ses take power, This would provide the objective conditions needed to
utterly defeat the Camp David alliance. Arab unity would also bring the
material conditions for building the base of the socialist revolution. As-a
single united polity, the Arab nation would certainly build socialism more
easily and securely than would Bahrain, the UAE,Djibouti or any other
Arab country going it alone.

The histary of Arab struggle has shown the traditional reactionary
classes to be unable to realize Arab unity after having taken power in the
formally independent Arab states. In practice, they became & force
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antagonistic to such unity. After 1948, the petit and middle bourgeoisie
proved similarly unable to accomplish Arab unity, aside from the 1958
merger of Syria and Egypt, which was abrogated in 1961, due to the
-bourggo:sue ar‘ald,-lts-pregr'ams.-‘l‘-hg pmspact&qﬁffab unity posed athreat
to their class interests which had developed under fragmentation. Thus,
for all its ‘nationalist’ bragging, this class, too, became unable to realize
Arab unity; some strata of the class even turned against it.

_«The Arab rulers are unwilling to realize Arab unity due to tear for
their chairs,» as the man in the street plainly puts'it. By ‘chairs’ he means
the class privileges their power affords them, Thus it is the working class
and the new alliance of the toiling classes that must undertake the task of
accomplishing Arab national unity. Herein lies the qualitative difference.
between the European and the Arg}; nationalist movement. In Europe,
national unity was the task of the bourgeois démocratic revolution, carried
out_by the bourgeoisie with the aim of. removing the (feudal) barriers to
their trade, and unifying the national market. In contrast, owing to the
incompetence of the dependent Arab bourgeoisie, Arab unity will be the
task of lhg working class and other toilers, as part of aims of the national
democratic revolution with a view. to prih\!yiﬁg the best possible
framework for building a socialist society. Al the tasks of the Arab national
democratic revolution today rest with the working class and revolutionary
vanguard parties. 2
. In Europe, national unity was a must for capitalist development but
in the Arab homeland, the prospects of indapegg:jnt capitalist develop-
ment are sealed off due to the Arab bourgeoisie’s dependence on world
capitalism. Thus, Arab national unity is a vital necessity for the only mode
of development possible -at .present,-i.e., socialism. -National unity in
Europe was necessary for the bourggoisie to build the capitalist society. -
Today, national unity is needed by the Arab working class to lay the
ground for building a socialist society. Thus we delineate the kind of Arab
national unity which the revolutionary. forces strivé to realize, as distinct
from the unity called for by Arab reaction and defeatist, dependent
bourgeoisie. The Arab national unity:sought by revolutionaries is radically
opposed to imperialism, Zionism, reaction and the defeatist bourgecisie.
It is to be realized by the toiling masses in order to free them to carry on
the struggle for all the objectives of the Arab national democratic,
socialist-oriented revolution. : Yo T ke

As long as political fragmentation prevails, the task':of sirugg'l
. : : ling t
realize Arab national unity will remain within the- limits of pmpagandam,g :
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mobilization, agitation, and mutual support and solidarity with the struggle
ol the Arab masses in each counlry. As scon as the revolutionary forces
seize power in a given Arab c_é'bntry. this task shall assume the form of
“aclive. daily and programmedstruggle for realizing concrete umlar\an
steps with neighbouring Arab countries in accordance with the revollleon-
ary regime’s program for the Arab masses in those countries. Thus, such
a unitarian program becomes a weapon in the hands of the ravo!ullonary.
progressive and patriotic forces against the power of the rylmg c&gss
which, by virtue of its class interests, is opposed to Arab pgt:_onal unity.
The unitarian program is a weapon for establishing the political powt::f of
the working class and the revolutionary democratic alliance of the toiling
classes with which the cause of Arab unity has become attached. Then
the task of Arab national unity will rise above propaganda, to become a
lactor escalating the mass movement and interlinking the various tgsk_s
comprising this program, The struggle for unity will then be a patncuc
struggle in one aspect: aclass strugglein anotheranda pan-aﬂfrab national
struggle in yet another. Thus, the struggle of the masses in each gnd
every Arab country will comprise an Arab national democratic revolution
linked with the socialist revolution. ‘

We review the Arab communist parties' past policies and practices on
the premise that they had primary responsibility for crystallizin:ng anc_i con-
solidating the role of the working class in leading the Arab national libera-
tion movement. Such a review reveals erroneous theoretical and political
posiiions that contributed to minimizing the role of the working .class and
its parties in the Arab national liberation movement, This congt:tute;s one
of the factors underlying the movement's current crisis. The correct[on of
thes€ positions is thus part of the program for the coming stage, aiming at

overcoming this crisis and placing the movement on the threshold of a -

new stage. In this new stage, the Arab working class should Iead___the
movement of the toiling masses of the Arab nation towards liberation,
democracy, socialism and unity. This means accomplishing all the tasks
of the Arab national democratic, socialist-oriented revolution inthe light of
the realities of the time: the national democratic revolution’s integration
with the socialist revolution, and the dependent bourgeoisie’s inability to
effect national unity. )

The Arab communist parties should have undertaken struggig to
realize Arab national unity, adopting it as one of their primary objectives
and slogans. They should have mobilized the masses ar!d their van-
guards, theoretically and politically, to struggle for Arab national unity in
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accordance with programs that were congruous with the political situation
as well as with these parties’ stands. Instead, the Arab communist parties
long contended that the Arabs do not satisfy the conditions for constituting
a single nation.-They were blind to the need for struggle for. Arab unityin
order to confront the ene‘my camp and schemes. Some of lhese parties
viewed Arab national unity through the European model, i.e., as the task -
of the bourgeoisie, not the working class. Moreover, when the petit and
democratic bourgeoisie raised the slogan of Arab unity at the time of their
ascent, some Arab communist parties raised the'slogan ofdemocracy as
opposed to unity, instead of struggling for consolidating the unity (of Egypt
and Syria). Such stances weakened the Arab communist parties’ appeal
to the masses. s
Now is the time for the Arab working class 1o wrench the slogans of

Arab nationalism, unity and the liberation of Palestinie, but of the hands of
the bourgeoisie which uses them to serve ils own selfish interests. This
will enable the working class to lead a broad class alliance and the
broadest sectors of the masses.that spontaneously-felt how badly they
need Arab unity to accomplish national self-fulfillment and provide the
prerequisites of liberation and socialist construction. :

._% One of the most significant positive developments of the' present

“period is that some Arab communist parties are critically reviewing their
past positions and adopting new ones on essential issues such as the
Palestinian question and Arab national unity, seizing political power,
revolutionary violence, and the leading role of the working class in the
stage of national liberation. Such review, coupled with practice‘accprd—
ingly, will lead to the rise of the working class, advance itsleading role and
help: provide the revolutionary alternative for the leadership crisis'in the

\Argb national liberation movement. ' -

Fitth: To carry out serious; uninterrupted struggle to consolidate the Arab
revolutionary movement's solidarity with all revolutionary forces in the
world: the socialist cointries and the Soviet' Union in particular, the
national liberation movements of the three continents, and the democratic -
and working class forces of the advanced capitalist countries. . -

Today the world is divided into two mutually antagonistic camps: the
camp of socialism, liberation and progress on the one hand, and the camp
of imperialism and reaction on the other. The battle is going on between
the two camps on all levels with the involvement of all parties. The results
of this global confrontation affect the progress of the revelution
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: f re. Thus, itis necessar-i to reinforce proletarian interpa:ronahsm
;\megse of imperialism and reaction. With ca:pitalisr_n having evo:}'iﬂ
into imperialism on the one hand, and socialism’s triumph and establist :
‘ment i several countries on the other, the liberation strugg:ge' ag?nr;)s
imperialism came to be associated with the forces qi socaahs_@_. tze
national liberation movement became part of the socialist revolution. In

the light of the realities of the times, the national liberation movement -

would jeopardize an essential factor for w‘clory‘ if it petaghed itself from
socialism. Hence, thistask (proletarian intematlonalusm] is part anld par-
cel of the program of the Arab democratic, soc:a!ist-or:enteq revo ;uon;
Firm opposition to imperialism, Zionism and _readton neces§|tates tf)f:
relations of solidarity with the socialist countries and all Qontmgentg 0 e'
world revolution. It is no longer possible to separate firm opposition to
i ialism from proletarian internationalism. =
|mpe{r_;:lr:tsarirll1 bourgeols groups are trying to contrive cpntrad[ctlons bgt—
ween nationalist and internationalist struggle. They claim that the conﬂlact
between imperialism and the socialist camp stems Ifrorn mutua?ly exclu-
sive hegemonic motivations on both sides, thus putting t!'ne Soviet Un!on
in the same position as the USA. They attribute the instability of thea mﬂﬁ:
to the two superpowers' rivalry, and so on an.d so forth, to tpe end o -
harangue we know only too well. Such a line is n:.mrrentiy be_lng promc::‘ 4
by the Iraqi regime and applauded by Arab reaction. Such misreprese ia
tion leads to confusing friend and foe, and depriving the national struggle
of the components of its future triumph. Moreover, with tlme: itwill be.cqme
the cover under which the bourgeoisie will move to ally with.imperialism
volution. y )

e Iﬁ: ;t:rr! ;h:ﬁr;;?cg?of the tasks of the revolutionary forcesin the Arab
national liberation movement to counteract this ds{ngefous misrepresen-
tation,expose its fallacy and the class mofives lurking bahiqd it. Our_prac-
tics of the principle of intemnational solidarity should begin with ste?;:rg L;g
the role of the revolutionary forces in the pan-Arab struggle. Our ability i
contribute to international solidarity depends on how effective we are in

each Arab country and on the pan-Arab level. The more we adhere tothe -

cause of the Arab masses and contribute to the struggle for their triumph,

re internationalist we will become. )
e I?‘hoe prevailing, world situation constitutes the objective factor for

ialism, i 1 ba supplemented
defeating imperialism, Zionism and reaction. This mus _
by the :L?J;ajeo‘live factor, i.e., a revolutionary program and practice. Forus,
the subjective factor is the most important one.
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The slogan of proletarian internationalism should not be a decoration

whereby we parade as progressive and hide our inability to act and take:

part in leading the Arab national struggle. Neither should we use it pas- °

sively, contenting ourselves with applatiding the victories of other peoples
and the forces of socialism; and waiting for the revolutionary tide to reach
our region. Apart from promoting the revolutionary forces' role in each
-country and on the pan+Arab level, thereis our duty of recipro¢al solidarity

with all the forces of world revolution in their ferocious battle against

imperialism and reaction. Our solidarity withthe socialist countries should
not be merely expedient, to secure arms and aid. This is a side issue. The

main point is to strive for greater solidarity, interdependence and unity

within the ranks of the world communist movement; to promote an objec-
tive view of the special role of the Soviet Communist Party in this move-
ment; and to werk for greater cohesion between.the three main compo-
nents of world revolution: the socialist countries with the Soviet Union at
the forefront, the national liberationimovements, and the democratic and

working class forces of the advanced capitalist.countries.,

Our role in promoting international solidarity should be based 6n the -

set of principles for inter-party relations, established by the world com-
munist movement through long and rich experierice. These principles pro-
vide for mutual respect between communist parties, and the right of each

to apply Marxist-Leninist theory in accordarnice with the particular condi-

tions of their nation and country. By fully grasping and actually practicing
these principles, we can step up our iriternationalist role and appropriately
interrelate our patriotic, nationalist and internationalist struggle.

Such are the main central tasks of the strategic program for confront-

ing the*Camp David era. Clearly, they are the tasks of the national demo- _

cratic stage. These tasks are naturally interconnected with the strategic
tasks of the socialist stage. . '

*Until 1982, Palestinian communists were still g group in the Communist Party of Jorden, In
that year, they lormed the Palestinian Communist Party. « c |




Chapter7
The Central Strategic
Organizational Tasks

; : in
First; Earnest struggle to unify the commum§t movement
eacgd?g:ijgig:{fs division of the Arab homeland into sep;;a;rai g:tla?:i :;'
established reality that the revolutionary forces can neft : g e
a:.llatc:rnatio:::&llIy surpass. The unity of the Arab revoluﬁpn imp ‘esNaﬁonal
:'lslrumeﬂi be united, i.e., the united Arab cqmmu.iutmtsi,t p;:;ym g
struggle in the general sense is not enc_:ugh; norisag ; ansg e
ses by means of purely nationalist slogans. The r}s:u B
il wonger%c!:gle:g;ﬁ;ﬁbﬁgnﬁli:; bolurg:oiwaacﬂonary
Arab unity. It can be bui c T
i i ; country and by confronting opp
a:hamr]:e:zﬁcgna::ée::goi?;:gn wheurgby this alli_ance controls and :suz—f
; roal:a?; the massas.on the backdrop of fragmentation. Hence, thg :3:13;
?he Arab révoll_.ﬁi'ori&\.f instrument will be effected through the p-

{ the revolutionary forces 4
E:;‘bzcoma able to' smash the b:urg{iegﬁ-
Viawjt%:n ‘:Lrggagfeuﬁg?:g%?lnsﬁumém for a unitarian Arab relwt(izg;t;cn
will go hall?\d in hand with thie growth and development off th:{:jr\:g :B o o;y
forces in the separate states. Hence, the importance OrﬂArab i
ship betwean the struggle in each country and the p?h A
struggle, each country’s Struggle being carried out Wi Il pt
Arab nationalist perspective. This is na?ded to ensulr:t. i
'rystallizaﬁon of the patriotic, -‘pragrasswa_an_d revolutiol ; rrfaﬂist ol

Ary Gountry on the one hand, and their unitarian Arab na :;.n' e el
“\on the other. This does not mean that the formulas.and in

reactionary state power with a

in the separate states to the extent that

of unified Arab revolutionary action (the Arab communist party and the
progressive Arab nationalist front) will be excluded from the program of
the revolutionary forces in each Arab country at the beginning. Rather, it
means that building the instruments and formulas of tevolutionary action
in each Arab country determines the revolutionary forces’ ability to contri-
bute to the building of the Unified instrument of the Arab revolution,

Thus, it is natural to begin with the organizational tasks and the unity
of the communist movement in each country. These items should be high
on the agenda of communists in the-individual countries. It is incumbent
on us o tackle these items due to the phenomenon of transformation in
the national liberation movements, whereby parties, forces and organiza-
tions develop from a revolutionary democratic, petit bourgeols line to a
Marxist-Leninist, working class line of scientific socialism. ‘

What took place in Democratic Yemen substantiates the thesis of
transforming the course of struggle. At the beginning, the revolution in
South Yemen was. led by a petit bourgeois organization, committed to
national liberation. In the course of tne struggle, this organization changed
its orientation. It developed a revolutionary democratic character commit-
ted to adopting Marxist-Leninist theory and, finally, it did so. The transfor-
mation process was combined with struggle for the unity of the com-
munists ins/the country, culminating in the foundation of the Yemeni
Socialist Party, as the realization of the above-mentioned goals. The
experienee of Democratic Yemen substantiates not only the thesis of
transformation, but also the thesis on the necessity of the unity of the com-
munists in each country. Revolutionary Democratic Yemen scored an
unprecedented victory by founding the first Arab workers' and peasants’
state. All the forces of liberation and secialism, including the Arab com-.
munist parties, have a common assessment of what occurred in -thati

corner of the world. These facts make clear the validity and impostance of
the theme under discussion. Therefore, itis of utmostimportance that th
Arab communist parties and all Arab communists ciosely study Democra-
tic Yemen's experience, for it is not an ordinary phenomenon. It is closely
connected with our convictions about the future Arab communist w
ment in each country and on the pan-Arab level.

The phenomenon of transformation is one of the specific characteris-'
tics of the current era. It is connected with the objective international
developments of this century, which made it feasible. It is also related to
other phenomena, namely imperialism and capitalism's penetration of the
backward countries and its control of their|development process - arrest-
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ing, distorting and restricting their growth. Th}s: bllockad_ these countries’
independent capitalist development and possibilities for progress. Mean-
while, the triumph of the October Revolution and the construction of
sociallsm on a global scale prompted a broad spectrum of social forces,
besides the working class, to believe that cooperation with the forces. of
socialism was the sole available route for developing towards sccentlf_t_:_:
socialism. In other words, the transformation phaqomar:lon is closel

linked to the original Leninist thesis that the national liberation movemen

shifts from being part of a bourgeois democratic revolution, to being &

of the socialist revolution.

The dual nature of the petit bourgeoisie enables the transformation

process.. The petit bourgeaisie has something _in common with lh_a
bourgeoisie, i.€., ownership of means of production, and _somelhing in
common with the working class, i.., manual work. The petit bourgeoisie .
“owns small means of production and is self-employed. This constitute
material attachment to the bourgeoisie. Yet the petit bourgeoisie is
equally attached to the working class due to the damage the Dbig
bourgeoisie inflicts on small-scale production. The-per lum of the petit
urgeoisie ing-¢ way, The very same fact explains the pos-
sibilities of transformationona global level under the objective conditions.
We have witnessed the transformation phenomenon on a global scale:in
Africa, Asia and Latin America.

: Transformation not only applies to @ few individuals or trenfjs. but
involves entire organizations and parties. The existence of op]ec!we fac-
tors does not make the transformation process automatic or :qavnable. !t
is not an absolute law which applies to all petit bourgeois parties, organ:
Jations and forces. The transformation process comes about as 2 result
of bitter, protracted struggle. It requires a set of subjective factors within
the organization concemed. Transformation is a long process (_}f stmg_gle
within the organization which remains prone to setbacks and dissolution.
It may be accompanied by many members leaving the organization. Dur-
ing the process, we also witness disillusionment and opportunist tn.ands.
in addition to shallow, mechanical and or purely verbal undersland!ng of
Marxist theory. Although transformation is not 2 smootti process, it has
succeeded in more than one instance and country. In the Arab homalgnld,
the first real national democratic revolution, linked with the socialist
revolution, took place in Democratic Yemen. In the light of these facts,
which clarified the characteristics of the previous stages, the course of the
Arab national liberation movement has reinforced and cryS@gi_!Iized the
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transformation phenomenon. It is a mistake to ignore this bhenoméhon or*

fail to give it serious consideration and due analysis.

Arab communist parties should carefully analyze the previous
phases of struggle in each .oountnyand'nn.tbepan.—.al:ab_lg_v_ei.-This strug-

gle prompted a broad spectrum of the toiling classes to rally around the

petit bourgeoisie when it carried the torch of confrontation against
imperialism, Zionism and reacticn in the fifties and sixties. Nasserism rep-
resenited not only the national bourgeois and petit bourgeois movement,
but was a broad-based class coalition, including workers, peasants and
downtrodden petit bourgeois strata. The parties representing these strata
stood by the petit bourgeoisie and national movement. Nasserism led that
phase of struggle, and raised and fought for slogans responsive to the
needs of these strata. The first signs of the petit bourgeoisie’s impotence
emerged with the 1967 defeat. In the aftermath of this defeat, some
trends, organizations and parties of the downtrodden classes washed
their hands of the bourgeoisie. Some began to leave the petit bourgeois
camp in favor of the positions of the working class. We earlier referred to
Democratic Yemnen as a vivid example of transformation, but it is not the
.only country where this phenomenon emerged. Transformation also
began in parties and organizations of North Yemen, the Gulf and Arab
Peninsula, and in some other countries of the Arab East (Mashreq); today
we witness Manxist-Leninist contingents in the Lebanese, Jordanian and
Palestinian arenas. :

Conceming the other Arab countries, we take Egypt as an-example:

The Eayotian Communist Party dissolved itself due to its analysis that the
fegime was pursuing non-capitalist development which would lead 1o
W?l&dﬁ% foundation.of new Marxist-Leninist par-
465, It is erronE0T to overlook the existence of these parties which pre-

sently exist alongside the reestablished Communist Party of Egypt.
* Rather, allMarxist parties in Egypt and other Arab countries are faced with

the task of unifying the communist movement. This does not mean thatall

revolutionary forces in the Arab countries are faced with this task, but it
does apply to the vast majority. .

Conviction in this task is the point of departure for accomplishing it.
Based on such conviction, Arab revolutionary forces must engage in
objective, comradely dialogue, cooperation, solidarity and mutual support
in each country. Later, other steps can be taken towards unification.
Organizational and coordinating links must be forged and constantly
developed, aimed at unification of the communist movement in each
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country: ij;g_éﬁi[z,aﬁdnal rjgidﬁésais a bourgeois characteristic which must

be.aja_a;ﬁdb?i'.e'g?:mgpy-cb‘r__ﬁmﬁﬁ‘_siorganizaﬁon wishing to prove its sincer-

Tty.

Second: Serious struggle to form a progressive national
front ineach.country _

We stress that the working class and the communists must assume |
a leading role in the current phase of struggle, and tackle its tasks. We do
not underestimate the importance of a class coalition as the objective
basis for forming an alliance capable of inflicting defeat on imperialism

_and achieving the other tasks of the stage. However, itis imperative that

the working class assume leadership in the stage of nalion;l ;iamocraﬁc' -

liberation in the developing countries.

The ability of the working class to lead the phase of national demoi:ra- o

tic liberation in the backward countries is not dependent on its size,
degree of concentration, or the number organized in its party. Rather, it
depends on the ability.of the working class and its party to form a broad-
based coalitior} capable of mobilizing the potentials of the toiling masses.
Without such & coalitiori and mobilization, any effort to lead the masses
will isolate the party and lead to failure. Thus, such coalition is essential for
achieving the tactical and strategic pofitical tasks of the struggle. -
Forming a broad national front is the organizational application of
building a broad-based class coalition of workers, peasants, toilers, petit
bourgeoisie and some sectors of the national bourgeoisie. This front
would encompass all forces, parties and organizations representative of
thése classes. Such ani alliance would be instrumental in bringing about.
change in each country. We should vigorously strive tobuild a progressive
national front to muster the potentials of the class alliance which is hostile
to Camp. David, to imperialism, Zionism, reaction and the capitulating

- bourgeoisie, :

Proceeding to establish such a front does not only depend on carry-
ing out the tasks of the previously mentioned stage, namely, unification of
the communists and the working class assuming leadership of the front.
Establishing a progressive national front should be an integral part of the
commuriists' working program, regardiess of the balance of forces bet-
ween them and the other parties, organizations and forces.,

Seridus communist efforts to form a broad front and contribute toits
success will result in drawing the people closer to the communists, since

the formation of such a front is an objective mass need. 1ncrease_d mass -
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attachment to the front would gradually increase the communists’ effec-
tiveness in the ranks of the masses. Utimately, the communists would
occupy leading positions in the front. b
— The success of the revolutionary forces in establishing-the broad-:
based alliance, advancing towards taking power.and becoming leaders,
\. will depend on their ability to understand the nature of the front's program
| and how to regulate relations between the different forces in the front, It
also depends on the extent to which the revolutionary forces play an
exemplary role and rally the masses around the front and its program. "
‘-~ As for the orientation of the front’s political program, it need not adopt
scientific socialism and socialist revolution, nor assign the leading role to
the working class. The program should simply identify the friends and
enemies in the stage of national democratic revolution. The minimum plat-)
form is a political line which rises to the challenge of imperialism, Zionism
and reaction. Then, it is the communists' task to clarify and radicalize th
program to the utmost, taking into account the realities of the forces which
make up the front. : ' !

- Democracy is the basic principle for governing relations among the
different forces in the front. There is no room for any one force to
monopolize power. Democratic, comradely ‘dialogue is the means for-
resolving -disagreements. The power delegated to each force would
depend on its resources and effectiveness. Acknowledging the principle
of democracy benefits the front as such, as well as the Interests of the
revolutionary forces. Itis assumed that, as time goes by, these forces will
play a growing role.

The principle of democracy, for regulating intemal relations in the
front, means the right of each party to ideological, organizational and polit-
ical independenca. Abiding by the minimum program does not rule out the
revolutionary forces having their own political program, whileg abiding by
the common program. Exercising this right lays the foundation for the
gradually evolving process of aligning the masses with the most progres-
sive and revolutionary forces. .

Along with this alignment process, communists can set an example -
before the other political forces and the masses, in terms of discipline,
effectiveness, activity, self-denial, perseverance and other revolutionary,
proletarian virtues. For the communists to be able to assume a leading
role, their deeds must speak louder than their words. Practicing revolu-
tionary positions, slogans and programs is the only way 10 solidify the
communists' leading rofe. It is incumbent on the communists to mobilize
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the masses around the front’s positions and programs, and to consolidate
their role in constantly supgrvising, disciplining and assessing its role. In
this:sense, ghggmqt%ses constitute an enormous pressure group on which

~ commiunists can rely to face any contradictions arising withirr the front.
Depending on the masses! power helps the communists consolidate the
front's positions and effectiveness.

Third: Launching a serious, diligent, protracted struggle for
building one united Arab communist party, capable of
leading the Arab national democratic revolution and
staging the socialist reyolution. |

~ The unity of the Arab communist movement and the ghesis ofan An:ab
communist party are related theoretically to the thesis of the Arab nation
and the objective basis for i unity. These theses are also linked wu!! the
thesis of:the working classTand its leading role in the current, national
democratic stage. These are the theoretical premises for the Arab com-
munist party. The feasibility and importance of uniting the Arab com-
munist movement is based 'fn their veracity.

Defining the tasks of the struggle for Arab unity falls in line with our
strategical political program Next, it is of criﬂca[ importance to deﬁne.lhe
framework for an Arab communist party in line with our strategic organiza-
tional tasks. Our view of the nature, slogans, objectives and tasks of the
revolution determines the nature of the revolutionary methods to be used
in leading it. This is'common sense, but we present thess facts to unveil
any contradictions which might arise between Arab revolutionary forces.
Some forces speak of the/existence of the Arab nation; they raise the sio-
gan of untty and recognize the importance of the linkage between national
and pan-Arab struggle. Yet lhey do not focus sufficient attention on creat-
ing the organizational prerequisites for this: _ ‘

- " \We havé so far unddriined the importance of struggfing for the unity
of the Arab abrh‘h'l'ugist mév ment and building a single, ur'witeq A_rab com-
munist party. This task is valid and necessary. Achieving it requires a sot
of-sound political and theoretical premises. It is cyucia[ to dv'Jell on tr}e
objective and subjective conditions involved in achieving _thls task, in
order to foresee t *a-many mplexities of the different stages ahead. This

‘task requires arduous, pratracted struggle, and clarifying: these com-
plexities will enable us to bring it about. Our ability to ag:hieva__t’ms task i§
not dependent on enthusiasm .or rhetoric, but rather on our ability ‘? envi-
sion the long complex path, with its many diverse directions, which will

i ' { 3
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Jead us to our goal. A simplistic and idealistic route is inconcsivable, for

+ this would not help us achieve successivé, tangible steps towards realiz-

ing this task. ‘
* Foremost among the subjective and objective conditions, governing
the struggle for this task, is the reality of division. It is crucial to draw up a
clear, concise program for dealing with the reality of muitiple regional and
political entities. Today, there are more than twenty independent Arab
states. Here we will not cover all the efforts of the ruling class in these
states to despen and consecrate division and regionalism. Nor will we dis-
cuss how far the regimes have come in solidifying the material, class,
ideological and educational pillars of independencs. Instead we will focus
on the disparity between the level of development in the existing political
entities, which has led to disparity in the development of the revolutionary
process. While the Palestinian people aré waging a battle against direct
colonial presence, the masses of other Arab countries are struggling
against traditional reaction (the alliance of the dependent big bourgeoisie
and the feudalists), as in Morocco, Mauritania, Tunisia, the Arab Penin- -
sula and Gulf countries, etc. The Egyptian and -Sudanese people are
waging a battle against a bourgeoisie which has capitulated. Other Arab
forces In still other countries have been endeavoring to find a way to deal
with national bourgecis regimes which raise the banner of confronting
imperialism, Zionism and feaction, but whose programs and policies have
proven ineffective in providing the prerequisites for confrontation. At the .
same time, Demacratic Yemen is heading towards socialist revolution.
This diverse reality does not negate the political or theorstical validity

-of the theses which underly the necessity of united Arab revolutionary

struggle. It does, however, reveal the magnitude of the odds. It also re-
veals the dire need for pooling resources to find sound solutions for these
problems. Otherwise, the united Arab revolutionary struggle will suffer
setbacks and falter.

There are other objective and subjective conditions which influence
how we approach and realize our task. Among these is the reality of the
Arab communist movement, which cannot be overlooked in any attempt
to build a single Arab communist party. All Arab communists must
address this problem, regardless of their current positions. The current
reality of the working class movement shows that all. communist parties
and trends have concretely failed to extricate the Arab liberation move-
ment from it crisis. This failure applies both to those parties which were
the first to espouse scientific socialism, and those which were founded in
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the shar:[&w olkgxi ing corp unist parties, aiming to bypass them. It is
thersfore: incu ‘ on all’A b communists to engage in an extensive
dlafogue about lh 1 radlcam nt of revolutionary action, prior to any one
mntmgenLclmmmg_that it al%:e represents the working class party and

that the others are apportu i

The struggle Ior building lone, united Arab comimunist party does not
start in a void, but by deajrné \*ﬂlh the reality of the Arab communist move-
ment. In the Iight of this reqhty there are a set of obstacles basetting the
task of bu;!dinqa,an Arab eomrrunrst party. Currently, relations among the {
Ammmunﬂpadle&arﬂ_,M_P%@meeﬂngs political com- \

ques-and-aharimg.a. sat of common,positiors_Due to the. theorstical
position of the majority of Arab communist parties with regard to the thesis l

of the _Arab natmn ",d parj- rabism, their agenda does not include the ;
it olutions for the crisis of the . iberation |

. We acknaMedge and give. serious consideration to the sound
theoretical posntlons racenﬂyhdopted by some Arab communist parties.

These are‘highly significant and could greatly influence the future course
of the Arab commupist movement, bt first we will deal with the existing
reality: The Arab co munist parties’ cooperation has so far besn confined
to periodical meeti _"s and issuing political communiques.

Conceming: the' ‘parties'and organizations that transtormed to the
position of scie tm‘ socialism, some of them have suffered confusion in
analyzing the: reasons forth{a ilure of the Arab national movement, led by
the petit bourgaqasfe from) ich they originated. Instead of pinpointing

-the class factors: thﬁt"_ kept the|Arab national movement from achieving its
goals, they ath‘lbm _I;ts faill.\ to its theses such as: the Arab nation, Arab
i uf i ment for the Arab revolution. This caused

them to neglectihelin betq n the struggle in each country and the pan-
Arab struggle. ln préchcs. ey confined théir struggle to the framework of
the:respective countries. W
In the light of th ase factors, we would Ilka to draw up a working prog-
ram in order to.contribute K  achi [
a. Conveying our views fo all Arab communist forces, parties and
organizations, aﬁd hqlding ; l‘j!talogue on the subject. Listening responsi-

bly and attentively to all points of view, and asking all communists to state
their positions qntnﬁpmﬁi mrand means ‘of solution. - :

. b, Solndifyir@j:og{r mlﬂﬁjﬂ with all forces, parties and organizations of
the communist mavement, an attempting to put such relationsinto action
through rmmant.solidanty . : : 7
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e Attemptmg to develop these b;lateral relanons into ongoing rela-
tions of coardination. Such relations should ensure the stability and con-
tinuity of the dialogue, turning its theme into concrete political, informa-
tional and military programs. No matter how _modest these programs
might be in the beginning, such coordination ultimately aims at the crystal-
lization of a formula for joint action on the basis of democratic centralism.

d. Endeavoring to find an organizational formula for coordination
among the communist forces which aiready have militant ties by virtue of
their.geographic location or other factors.

Communist forces in the Arab Peninsula and Gulf are required to
draw up an organizational formula for coordination which transcends
bilateral relations. Constant efforts should be made to consolidate such a
formula for united action.

In the Arab East, Lebanon and Palestine in particular, efforts should
be continued and concentrated on drawing up an organizational formula
for regular and effective coordination. Once the formula is developed, it
should be given to other communist parties for their approval. The unifica-
tion of two or more communist organizations, in one Arab country or more,
into a single party on:the basis of democratic ‘centralism, depends on the
existence of certain prerequisites. These are ideological, political and
organizational unity, reflected in a political program and an internal plat-
form.

A political program is needed as a prerequisite step to address the
Arab revolution and the pan-Arab issue, and-to lay the groundwork for
closer cooperation among communist forces. This program should spell
out the nature of the relationship between national and pan-Arab struggle
for the united parties. The internal platform would address all issues con-
cerning the nature of the relationship between the organizational bodies
for each country and on the pan-Arab level, and how to instate the princi-
ple of democratic centralism in the branches of the party. Once answers
are found to the set of theoretical, political and organizational issues, the
ideological groundwork will be laid for establishing 2 united approach.
Then, we should resolutely embark on the unification process. :

The:task of developing the theoretical groundwork is not only for
other communist parties; we should aisa do our share of the work. There
is no doubt that the task is difficult and complicated. Nevertheless, we
should not shy away from struggling to realize it. Despite all these odds,.
the march towards achieving this. task should not remain at the slow pace
wutnessed so far.
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. The unity and trjumph ol @ communist forces in Democratic Yemen
prompted the communist forces in the Arab Peninsula to place the unifica-
tionsprocess: on-their agenda; Without a doubt, the victory of the com-|
-_--mynist--mov's'rnent_id?any Ar? state would-influence the pace of building;
a united Arab commiunist pa :

- |
Fourth: The serious sm!.f gle to establish a pan-Arab
progressive national front '

A progressive national|front would be instrumental in attaining the.
above-mentioned strategic pojitical tasks. The proposed Arab communist!
party wauld be an organizational framework for the unification and mobili-

"~ zation of the forces and resources of the working class on a pan-Arab
basrs,.ap?‘iﬁe gcysi j'}_!i;za'riom- f the party's leading role in the revolution.
- “The'progressive national front would be an organizational framework for
“unifying-and mobilizing the ¢lasses Which suffer at the- hands of the
! ] m, Zionism, reaction and the bourgeoisie. These’
‘are the working class, peasants, toilers, the petit-bourgeoisie and
some segtions of the national bourgeoisie. Such a broad-based class
alliance aims at assembling all national, défmocratic and revolutionary
anizaligns within a single national front across the.
would:mobilize and lead the Arab masses
:1n:the process of achieving these goals, the
jpport to the Arabmasses struggling in each

oward spheres of joint struggle.
uch a front stems from the balance of
ces and (& revorutionary, progressive

] eg
ipnal front with{&'Base on which to rely, This:

wauld Tacilitate ) adlion the organizational task, aithough the
conditions for. such g front are not yet available. For the time-
being, it is our: duty:foleducate and raise the level of conscious-
ness of; as id the reyolutionary and progressive forces. This

the m _ ¢
ove th y and indispensability of sucha

both types of fronts, such as the program, the basis of internal relations,
the exemplary role of the revolutionary forces, and rallying the masses.

These four strategic organizational tasks are interlinked, but notin a
mechanical way. Uniting the communists in each country serves ﬂja task
of establishing a national front, but it is not a prerequisite for formmg.th.e
national front. The same applies on the pan-Arab level. Moreover, it is
possible to establish the Arab national progressive front before complat—
ing the task of forming a united national front in each and every country.

‘We are faced with the necessity of having a dialectic view of these tasks

due to the reality of the division, disparity and differences between the
level of the revolutionary work in the different Arab countries, and due to
the link between the national and pan-Arab struggle.
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General Evaluation of Our Political
Work and Positions on the Arab
Level ' ||

: h??;o{:kenging :J-»fs"é.'-sectiori f our political report on the Arab level, we
‘ought to take time to daringly and responsibly review vitical pr
ame ‘o aar 3 ] our political
;:1;:::} V;Jost;uons for the period between the 3rd and 4th nationalpt:rgg:
s endo S0 f_qn;_lhe purpose of identifying our mistakes, leaming
the'fmm’i"'ri" and exercising the process of criticism. We strongly believe in
<] “QO. ance of th|s-qrocess *r] ectifying the course of the Front. There-
: lowellrdiso Escrz:::ry to e:érc!sé i ]daringry and faithfully, as we are faithful
: es and martyrs, and to the i
nation and future gnarne:lrat'ior'isrf}'-"s A S L

|

As to the subject at hand, th
ject at hand, the party base and cadres of the Front
f::tuml:i: fep:c,c:taf_r er__s%oqs;bm%exceeding that which they bear for 1h':a
oS . Leadership committees are mainly in charge af map-
::!nvgahocl:d programs gf;d daﬁninl positians, due to their pgasi.rmab‘l)y
Whatmino,;r.:g:gigﬂgnd:heoreﬂtal level. The rank and file play a' some-

rrole in this phase. However, the rank and file are more capa
g:o e;i::leia&r;gma:ghg?ﬁcéz:;g os.g'r programs and positions, since :?f:tzg
vides the angible evidénce of their validity or invalidity. At thi
. - - } a8 . : s
gt:g;m__gpes and thesés which are substantiated by tangibla?acts wil
sz : thpse_- not é{ubstanlt_ ated can be modified or discarded. Here
] and file can su ____Iemént he leadership's role by thoroughly and
Ieadr;grsi ﬁﬂg:::g%h ,grocaslk'd f review and criticism. Otherwise, the
ship mi onsciously or unconsci jonali i

o lea_s' L \sulgjah o c ou§fy rationalize shortcomings
tis assumed that our cadres/and : callt '
; umed that our.cac rank and file recall the party's pos-
:saolns obr:fthe Issues under review, from the Front's central magg::{::g, ir?t‘;?-.
publications, commhmques| and seminars. If necessary, thevjar must
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back to these documents in order to fulfill their responsibilities in the
process of review, criticism and extracting lessons. Through our first hand
experience in the Front, we are all of the opinion that there is a vast differ-
ence-between practicing criticism .in a responsible, objective, scientific
way (within party channels, in accordance with organizational traditions)
and criticizing by loose talk in an emotional manner (outside the custom-
ary revolutionary party struggle).

Our fourth congress offered everyone the opportunity to engage in
the process of criticism, assessment and review. This is the real guaran-
tee forinsuring the Front's steady progress, deepening its unity and solify-
ing its structures. The nature of this report does not permit reviewing every
single detail pertaining to every political point of view or position taken in
the past. Thisisthe task ofthe Front's leadership committees, cadres, and
rank and file in their daily militant activity. The agenda of the congress

refer

- includes a general, but thorough reevaluation process, without getting

bogged down in details. Citing any piece of evidence is aimed at substan-
tiating general conclusions and lessons. Inlight of this principle, we record

the following:

First: The validity of our basic political theses, as recorded in.The °

T W e (document of the 3rd national congress) and The
Strategy for the Liberation of Palestine (document of the second con-
gress), generally constituted the basis for sound political programs and
stances.on the Arab level.

In The Strategy for the Liberation of Palestine, we identified Arab
reaction’s position with the enemy camp, at a time when Palestinian and
Arab national forces limited their programs to the pan-Arab nature of the
battle, and called for pointing all guns against the Zionist enemy. Some/
progressive and left-wing forces drew the line between the basic con
tradiction with the Zionist enemy and the contradiction with Arab reacﬁt_}’rﬁj
which they considered as secondary. 5

Theoretical theses in turn affected political programs and positions.
in view of these theses, our positions were determined on Arab summits
and on relations with the Arab reactionary regimes. Thus it was possible
to expose the conspiracies, maneuvers, aggressive plans and attempts at
containment enacted by Arab reaction. This is not a secondary matter, but
an essential guide in determining positions within the framework of the
official Arab situation. ;

Our analysis of the nationalist regimes and the principle of alliance
and conflict, as the basis for relations with these regimes, were recorded
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in The 'St?ateéi""?béﬁ'ﬂié'iﬂberanp of Palestine. The Tasks of the New;"

Stage developed this analysis, dlarifying that the problem with these

regimes is not only their progra S| hich are incapable of achieving liber

-ation;-and-end-in failuretand-defeat. The problem’s also’the_procgss of’
= r, s e I e - =7 i ”

the right and taking reactionary pasitions, Int 7e light of this analysis, we
adopted our positions on the Steadfastness Front, the charter for unifying
Syria and Iraq, and other fssues.' thout infantalism or illusions.

In-its main documents; the IPFLP has presented central theorstical
theses - on the following: a radical position against Zionism and
imperialism; the pan-Ara:b nature of the battle and its class content; and
the position of the revelution in thé_ international conflict. The impact and
validity of these themes Is clearfy seen on our political stances and prog-
rams, regardless of tactical blunders and the need for further develop-

- ment of these theses, which we cover later.

* Second: In addition to the validity of our basic political theses and
their expression in the validity of :.lir political programs and positions, we
positively evaluate the PFLP's ability and initiative in discovering the

phenomena, transformations and riew complex stages through which the

. conflict passes on the Arab level »'_viﬂhin the framewark of the overall stage.

dicted the far-reaching effect of the oil wealth on the imperialist plans, and
on the political, social and class tr nsformation in the Arab world. Actual
developments have substantiated the essential nature of such
phenomena and transformation. By the same token, the PFLP presented
a thesis, prior to the cessation of the October War, that it would be fol-
lowed by an intensé drive to settle the Arab-Zionist conflict, and that this
drive stood a reastnably good chance, better than ever before, of
materializing. We pFédic't?d that lriw}e would be a single formula for settle-
ment, i:e:; imperialism’s formula. Si'nce then, the PFLP has been capable

In the middle of 1973, even before l}e increase of oil prices, the PFLP pre-

" of exposing the esserice.of the seftlement drive in spite of the disarray

which marked the period;as seen in the positions of various progressive
and national forces: ' |

T The drive to settlé‘the:Israeli-Arab conflict concealed the true motive
oi'the imperidlists. The real aim is to settie all the problems of the area in
accordance with a “malicidus. scheme designed to liquidate all the
révolutionary,, progressive and ‘nationalist forces, in order to entrench

jmggﬁaliét domination in lhis strategic, oil-rich area. In fact, the settlement
drive;whose-essence wafexposed:‘constitume headline for the entire
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“thetraditions and habits that govern the method of work of its leadership.
=R a7

period Under review. Hence, we are entitled to record general satisfaction
with the validity of the rationale behind our programs and political posi-
tions.

" Itis worthwhile to bear in mind that we have cited only a few examples
to make our point, not attempted a thorough review to clarify the whole pic-
ture. . )

Third: We fauit ourselves in the evaluation process, because we took
positions, raised slogans and embarked on tasks without sufficient elab-
oration, clarification and accuracy, and without specifying all the neces-
sary guidelines for achieving them. For example, we set the task of
struggling to establish an Arab front including all the forces antagonistic to
the enemy scheme. Yet we did not specify whether the proposed front
was.intended for immediate implementation, or a task requiring a set of
conditions to be achieved. Did that mean that we had to concentrate our
efforts for some time to come, on creating these conditions? Was this front
to be composed of forcés with common political positions or was itto be a
front with a political program for the entire stage of struggle? Did we havéw,

democratic front against imperialism, Zionism, reaction and the capitulat-

in mind a national front against imperialism and Zionism? A progressive i

ing bourgeoisie? Or.a.revolutionary front, led by the working class.and the 7
“alliarice of the demmmﬁgainst imperialism, Zionism and the {
‘classeslinked with imperialism? Sometimes we were inclined to think fhat
‘this front would only inclide-non-official and 'non-governmental parties

and organizations. At other times, we underscored the role of the forces
waging armed struggle, to the extent that we entertained the idea of form-
ing a special front-type framework for these forces regardless of their
ideological and class structure. ;

Another example pertains to the particularity of the Palestinian
revolution within the Arab national liberation movement. What exactly is
this particularity? How do we understand it and translate it into programs
and militant tasks? In addition, there were controversial subjects having to
do with our understanding of the reality of the Arab communist movement,
Arab revolutionary action, and revolutionary Palestinian alliances on the
Arab level, etc. Although our positions have on the whole acquired more
clarity and depth in the course of our march, the basic lesson to ba leamed
is the.necsssity .of developing our theoretical and political theses. We
must make more_efforts to examine and discuss. these without getting_

“absorbed in daily duties, specially due to the reality of the resistance, and

————




Fourth: We committed a!liandiul of tactical blunders’invoiving
analysis, predictions and the Jle ulting positions. For instance, when
"Sadat's regime began tomoveto the right, we ruled out entirely any armed

i nd lh% Zionist entity. Thus, the October War

conilict between his regime and
came as a surprise tous. The masses that rallied around us found difficul-

ties in explaining it within the fra}n work of our analysis.

When the Syrian troops moved into Lebanon and clashed with the
Palestinian resistance and the L:eéanese National Movement in 1976, we
acted -'in‘:pos_i;i_qps:ggd;a'gawsis e asifthe Syrian regime had totally shifted.
to the reactionary camgf For some time we I & Synan-Egyphian- .

Sa_udi;gll!gg CB.as ITITWO 1:! oonILr] je untitthe final phase of anoverall set-

tiement.:Hence,.we hought th 2t the settlement would go forward at a

: g ] My gL
deal, including set-

more fapid pace: involving all thejironts in.a package
tiement of the P;a]é"ﬁig‘l_i_an ca s!e\ In .some. instances, we presented
specific predictions about the ¢ 1 ence of steps of the settiement.
~ The.thegretical root of these|blunders lies in the extent to which we
~ grasped the process of the bourgeojsie’s shift to the enemy.camp.Ihe
53 offeality T very camplex: it does not follow The straight path implied
by our general strategic analysis. As the Arab bourgeoisie shifts to the
right, obstacles arise vinder its direction, as a result of unresolved con-
tradictions with-Zi _rﬁ_sriﬁ-_:?,!i takesa relatively long time to dissolve these
.obstacles. Moreover, when tt\ Arab ‘bourgedisie takes 2 generally
nationalist position; it wages ccasional battles against the masses and_
revolutionary forces.{The cour;  of the bourgeoisie vacillates between
+two Iponlggqictory"éo_ls‘_ flons. Thig vacillation may continue, be repeated
) éﬁﬁ'takia:ﬁéwlﬁmgﬁ\é{qi;e‘ endjng in a definitg position which leaves no..

r[general analysis about the pourgeoisie
o validity of our strategic stances. How-
ategic stances more precise and thorough,
rprete political events, develop sound polit-
vocal predictions on the tactical level. The.
sssity of taking more careful positions ot

rategic conflict but also concerning secon-

After Sadat'sivisit to Janﬂs‘lem and theé signing of the Camp David

agreements, the PFLP took & humber of sound tactical political positions
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. e erlemy ranks, differences in the nalionai
. ranks and: of tHiese contradictions, bott secondary.and |
pomary.in Iit_iris will complement strategic positions.

which w i i ith |

<l :er;l :;:r::l;aﬁl:y linked 'Wllh the strategic analysis. Overall, th

o Bt et @ strategic position during the period under e ‘ al 3

il ras'g."?sl' \‘;va effect, but that does not rule out the necessgty u}

Adened oot thrb ugeh r:::gﬁ :zoems; the tactical principles that hav‘:

o e ¢ e people's revoluti i-
principle of benefitting from the differences witl'ali?-nntahr: gizf:y

_. ranks, - of 1 illation of trist T e
the pririciple of the vacillation of the ceritfist forces, stc. As the
—_— et i

’ "PF]:PiS I“OIB bé-com'as o el
i greater, we will be more able to practi
ciples and prove their validity !hrougr]: t;expem?il:nigle s bl d
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The Camp David process faced the Palestinian national struggle with
a stage more complicated than any previous one. This stage is charac-
terized by the development of the military and economic power of the
Zionist entity, increasing its influence and dominatior in the Arab region.
This stage is conducive for the Zionist enermy to expand its economic and
military capabilities, for the imperialists consider the Zionist enemy as the
main power on which they can rely to carry out their schemes in the region.

On the military level, the enemy’s forces increased quantitatively and
qualitatively. Today, ‘lsrael’ produces fighter planes and tanks, and more
arms than England. The military industry accounts for approximately 8%
of the Israeli gross national product. Arms and military hardware comprise. -
more than 10% of total Israeli exports. Thess figures are mere references
to the Zionist entity's quantitative and qualitative leaps in the military
sphere. The same is true in the economic sphere. - _

The picture is not all that rosy, however, for the Zionist entity suffers
from a set of cumbersome economic woes such as a high Infiation rate,
trade deficit, the accumulation of foreign debts, a high drop-out rate
among immigrants and increased emigration abroad, particularly to
Canada and the USA. In addition, there are acute social contradictions,
relative political unrest, widespread corruption, and political isolation in
the international arena. Nonetheless, the main characteristic in the cur-
rent stage Is that Israeli capabilities and resources are thriving; new
opportunities are opening for continued growth, particularly after the

~ establishment of relations with the Egyptian regime. . .
The Camp David stage heralded tremefidous complications for the
Palestinian struggle, becausé of its special feature, i.e., that factions of
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* Arab reaction Have ailied directly with the Zionist ent ‘
. Vithave rectly with the Zionist enemy. Iti :
da -1 | = my. Itis not a secon-
sw%nﬁi'fn‘fehﬁﬁéﬁﬁ :arfnt:: ci??mw with the greatest capacity, Egypt Chapter 1
: camp. It s a serious matt e Yo 1711 ]
tr::c;f:ﬁgn in Lebaﬁgon is confronting forces that EL:::;Z?EE&%S;L?% 1 The En_amy Plan for Uqu’danng the
: emy, further complicating the battle. The struggle of our PaIeStinijaﬁ‘ P alestinian CaUS e ah drR eVOI U_ﬁ on

_ g fnﬁl; ;Zigjﬁ::ts;a::q difficult all"nd complicated due to the nature of the
: movement and its organic link to imperialism. Tod gle’
Sani o i 9an _ 1 ay, the struggle’
b Dﬂ:{'_gt_ﬁ“:fhﬂﬁaf;{ded wist in the already complicated realitys - g_g__:

B :ei_!,_s‘.e_“ ctors, added to the reality of the Arab liberationmove-

i) p;a ence of A fb officialdom, the title of the enemy planiis

% r"é\;ééal ;ja gguraar; : [fr? not solving it. The plan isto liquidate the
tinian revolution rather|than taming it by striking a deal with the
gt g it by striking a deal with the

HiesSe are the specia .

- Palestinian arena. | i

atures of th : )
i el First: Liquidating the Palestinian Armed Struggle in
Lebanon - The Central Link In the Enemy Plan to

- Whatis the enemy p!az:; i}:r liquidating the Palestinian cause? id he Palestinian C
' Liquidate the nian Cause
| ! Preserving the Palestinian armed presence in Lebanon symbolizes
I : the continuation of the revolution. Through this symbol, the Palestinian
[ revolution can maintain its international recognition as a national libera-
[ tion movement, Broad intemational support. rules out liquidation of the
' _cause., The revolution enables the Palestinians to rally a d interna-
' tional front of socialist, progressive and democratic forces supporting the
palestinian cause. Unless the enemy forces silence the Palestinian gun,
. they cannot claim to have resolved the Palestinian cause whose legiti-
macy even imperialist countries, enemy forces and public opinioninthese
| countries have been forced to recognize. Thus, in the enemy's eyes, the
i . ' o revolution's presence in Lebanon constitutes an’ obstacle to liquidating
e : ) the Palestinian cause, which must be eliminated.
| o On the other hand, preserving the Palestinian armed presence con-
| Sl stitutes the optimal moral, political, military. and financial support to the
| : struggle of our people in occupied Palestine. The past few years have evi-,
|

| ' denced the dialectical relation between the struggle of our people in
[ . occupied Palestine and the-ongoing Palestinian revolution in Lebanon.

£ 1| P 4 The enemy has spared no efforts to liquidate the struggle of our masses
| /,- in Palestine, through a special scheme designed for this purpose. Still, the

’ fom=" enemy is well aware that eliminating Palestinian armed presence in Leba-
' non is a prerequisite for hitting the struggle in Palestine and liquidating it

' b | _ once and for all.
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The presence of the Palestinian armed revolution in Lebanon, andits
political ihfluencegin the Arab arena,constitute an obstacle to the reaction-
ary regimes, Jordan in particular. It makes it difficult for them to ascend the
Camp David train and take their_natural position alongside the Camp
David alliance: This fact has become clear [0 the enemy camp. Further-
more, the reactionary regimes fear that the torch of the Palestinian revolu-
tion will revolutionize the whole area in the long run. As a result of the con-
tinuation of the Palestinian armed revolution and its attachment to the
Lebanese masses and tional Movemenl, the Lebanese masses,
through the National Movpment, took up arms against the common
enemy. This is an'example of the role which the Palestinian revolution.can
play vis-a-vis the ;Pa!esliniq’n masses everywhere, the Arab masses and
the Arab national and progressive forces. In this way, the particularity of
the Palestinian reyojution, its role and position within the Arab national lib-
eration movement, is transformed into a concrete model in Lebanon.

By the same token, the mutual relationship between the Palestinian

revolution and liberation mo; ements around the world finds expression.in
a process of interaction ané solidarity in Lebanon. This special relation-
ship bolstered both the Pd‘lestinian revolution and the other liberation
‘movements. Also, in view of the existing relations of support and solidarity
betwegn the Palestinian revolution and the socialist countries, particularly
the USSR, the imperialists deem that the survival of the overt Palestinian
revolution in Lebanon constjtutes a foothold for the Soviets in the area.

For all these reasons, liquidating the Palestinian armed presence in

Lebanon is a top priority in !r}le scheme of the enemy alliance for eliminat-
ing the Palestinian cause'and its influence. In these circumstances, the

. imperialist-Zionist:reactionary plan aims not only at eliminaling the Pales-
tinian armed preseénce, bull rgets all Lebanon as well, due to the follow-
ing factors: the organic relationship that has developed between the
Palestinian revolution and the Lebanese National Movement in common
struggle; the ‘éruption of the Lebanese regime's crisis because. of this
relationship; and the attempts to advance the Camp David stage and its
.plans through’;;’;;,u ti‘_['é area, Those who benefit from the Lebanse system
aim at pres'éﬁ?ﬁfg’ ﬁﬁ'é exploitative regime which is imposed on the mas-
ses; Tothisend, '_mﬁyf'colla borate with imperialist and the Zionist entity on
the basis of overlapping interests. Imperialism and Zionism support these
reactionary forces:in Lebanon in retum for their boarding the Camp David
train.The Lebanese r'eéinj-i' .could thereby keep exploiting the masses,
while imperialism and Z"loﬁrism would achieve a new chapter in the com-
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i ' i : . Consequently, the
rehensive Camp 'David schemes for l.he area 8

gssance of the plan drawn up for Lebanon is to [mpo_se fascist hegenmt;y

whereby Lebanon would enter the Camp David alliance. Naturally, the

Palestinian revolution in Lebanon would be liquidated in the process.

“Fhis schema takes on crucial importance in view of the deployrne;\t
of Syrian troops in Lebanon. Among other things, the enemy plans “o
exhaust the Syrian forcés in Lebanon, inorder to pressure and e\;-er:u:_b%_
defeat Syria as a force antagonistic to Camp Dawd.;Henc_e, eca °
became an arena for intense confrontation between the parties L[oMav e?
David and the forces antagonistic to it. Itis the Lebanese Nlatmn‘ o!ha
ment's duty to assume a practical role in the oonfroc_wtahon. s'mrnas»
enemy scheme aims to impose fascist hegemony on the Lebanese -
ses. It is also incumbent on Arab national, revolutionary and pror?;%ssm
forces to realize that the battle in Lebanon is their battle againstt amp
i es. _
Da\nﬂ ?scr;rerngaraﬁva to grasp the course whereby the enemy mtenps;g
carry out this scheme. Various forces are involv_sd. ha\fing !?een asmgljca[
different, but coordinated roles, despite occasional diversionary t:a;:ume
changes in the role of some forces. What is the Zionist role?_Wheg;a s
role of Saad Haddad's militias? What is the role_.of the fascist L w:e{s;e
Front? Where does the Lebanese regime stand in this scheme? am:
the role of the reactionary forces in the nationalist are HO?J a;: o
roles of these forces interlinked? Which is the ma;gr force assign 4 a.
tundamental role? What is the magnitud: of the military and political fac
in carrying out the scheme?
ors ?:gwf:blanas? :'ngfil war, which aimed at dealing a blow to the
Lebanese mass movement and the Palestinian armed presence, t}:g
gone through several phases. Ateach phase, one of the enarn:( fiorcals'aur
the onslaught, backed in one way or an?ther by the others, Itis 31.; esd
intention, in this report, to review the details of these phases, draw g
sons and identify the interlocking roles of the respective forces :1 rgs .
stage. It is our goal to unveil the basic features of the next stage g
analysis, past experience and following the events in Lebanon.

_The Role of the Zionist Enemy
A n‘:‘ﬁe Zionist enemy played arole in carrying outthe scheme during thta
various phases of the civil war. In.March 1978, this amounted h? ;:’ ::n
right military invasion of South Lebanon, against the forces of ‘I Tee
nian revolution and the Lebanese National Movement. The Israe
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was'the _sﬁngg_ ; :' by ai i sids in particular. For six months in 1979,
the Zionist ehtity-scored con

-Palestinian-and-Lebanese mdsses, in South' Lebanon. Consequently,
there was a massive influx of displaced people driven to the Sidon and
Beirut afeas. The Lebanese authorities seized on this state of affairs and
called for an Arab summit wh
called for a united strategy al
from South Lebanon. Meanwhi
and air raids on Lebanon, und
or «the Christians». .

, the Zionist entity continued its sea, land
the pretext of protecting its borders and/

Do we expect the Zionasge tity to play the major role in this scheme?
What precrsely is its role? What are its objectives? Should ‘Israel’ con- '

template “assuming - the ma;or role in eliminating the Palestinian and
Lebanese armed presence, |tlmus! occupy all Lebanon and wage a battie
against the people as a whole.| This could be very costly in political and
military terms. The 1978 |sraeh invasion of Lebanon backfired politically,
whenabroad spectrum of forces including the Lebanese National Move-
ment; ralliéd'afound the Palestinian revolution.

‘The goal of certain forces in Lebanon converges with that of the
Zionist entity. This ab Ives the enemy from directly undertaking such a
role. The Zionist enhfg will oo:ﬂe ue playing a military role in Lebanon, but
within the: bounds of: supportmg the militias of Saad Haddad and the fas-
cistLebanese Frent t}1a Phal ists). This would engage the Palestinian
revolution and Lﬁbanéﬁe Natiorial Movement in a war of attrition, and deal
blows to the massas in order to|make them despair, paralyze their effec-
tiveness-and create a spirit of resentment against the armed nationalist
forees. This in turn: we,u_!d give the Lebanese authorities and reactionary
. forcss justifications far-implementing their political and military schemes
against. the. ravotutlo -and the Lebanese National Movement. These
schemés are und ﬁq .‘?,Df col{' , we expect that the Israall role will wax

‘nationalist pfasance in Lebanon.
inian armed presence in Jordan was not

- strikes on. ‘the- rey
tion! Hatﬁar the 2 v_Th‘ anam_ _srtthe conditions for the Jordariian regime
to undenake the ng*g, dation of the Palestinian armed presence.

cutive military strikes against the forces of
the Palestinian revolution ané the Lebanese National Movement, and the '

was held in Tunisia. On this pretext, they
the evacuation of the revolution's forces _

ity. The Zionists' semi-daily raids miina:y ;
Hases i Jordan ‘did not ten‘rﬁnaféﬁ revo!u— ;

B.The Role of Saad Haddad's Militias -

While the Palestinian revolution and Labanese National Movement
were preoccupled with defending their existence against the fascist

“Lébanese Frant's militias in Beirut, the mounitains, the north and the rest

of Lebanon, the Zionist enemy succeeded in gradually infiltrating the
southem border villages under the pretext of offering humanitarian aid to
the population. Thus, the Zionist enemy was able to establish a gateway
for supplying the fascist forces with weapons, creating the objective basis
for building a fascist military force under the leadership of Saad Haddad.

This force assumed the practical role of carrying out the Zionist scheme
under the banner of «defending» and «liberating» Lebanon from the
Palestinian and Syrian forces. Subsequently, Saad Haddad proclaimed
the so-called state of «Free Lebanon~ in the South, as a miniature model
for Lebanon as a whole. Today, this force patrols the borders of the Zionist
enemy. Alongside the Zionist enemy, it works to wear down the morale of
the masses and make them despair. The aim is to gradually spread the
influence of Saad Haddad's militias in order to connect the fascist area in
the South with other fascist-dominated areas of Lebanon.

Haddad's military potential is limited. Even some bourgeois sectors
in the patriotic areas reject the hegemony of this fascist secessionist. As
a result, Haddad's forces alone are not capable of carrying out the
scheme charted for Lebanon, but they can play a supplementary role.

C.The Lebanese Front and Forces

The fascist Lebanese Front precipitated the civil war in Lebanon At
the outset, it played a major role and took advantage of the state of warto
impose its control in certain areas, through tactical political moves. Today,
it insists on retaining power in these areas. By collaborating with the
Zionist enemy, the Lebanese fascists succeeded in increasing their milit-
ary power.

Due to political and military reasons, the Lebanese Front is not
asmgned the role of finally liquidating the Palestinian revolution and Le-
banese National Movement. Today, its role is that of providing
bridgeheads for the Lebanese authorities to implement their basic role of
liquidating the nationalist presence on the pretext of preserving the unity
of Lebanon. The Lebanese. Front prar.;tlces political tactics entitled «either
‘a unrf ed fascaat Lebanon or the partition of Lebanon.» Based on this
blackmai, the Lebanese state is tn;[ng to wrest all the contessions it can
from the nauonal forces, artd win the maximum Arab and international offi-
cial support under the pretext of Lebanen s unity. 150
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D.The Role of ,}?‘-?9 Lebanese Regime _—

. Reviewing the roles of the Zionist entity, Haddad's militias apd lh_e
Lebanese Front, leads us to th conclusion that the Lebanese‘ regime is
the major force assiZ‘_"ed the frole of liquidating the Palestinian and
Lebanese revolutions, and carfying out the whole scheme charted for
Lebanon. It relies, of course, on t!’xe supporting roles assurnqq by the ott_xer
enemy forces. The Lebanese regime possesses a set ofvpoi:lical_ and milit-
ary cards which qualify itto carry out this scheme. Its daily practices are a
living testimony o its role. Sim‘:q there is still not over_t. decl_ared coopera-
lion between the Lebanese authorities and the Zionist entity, the regime
can play a set of subversive roles against the Palestinian revolution and

“ Lebanese National Movemenil, which cannot be assuged by the other
an isti
' 'Laln addition, the Lebanese régifne, as therofticial autnority of all Leba-

non, can build up a military for¢e through alliance with imperialism and :

reaction. The same degree of leyerage is not available to the puppet Saad

Haddad or the Lebanese Front. The Lebanese regime has more roomto

maneuver politically, and is today feverishly endeavoring to rebuild its
military force to greatly exceed the might it had before the oulbrea!t ofthe
civil war. Today, all the arrangements have been made for an army of
40,000 soldiers. There is obvious US enthusiasm to supply the Lebanese
Army with the necessary military equipment. Behind this enthusiasm lurks
the role charted for the army: imposing the hegemony of the exploitative
regiri'ae on the Lebanese masses and liquidating the Palestinian revolu-
tion. : ! |

In -addition tg_thé--Leban[e ie Army, arrangements are undenvlvay t_o
expand the Internal 'S;acurity‘F'prces to 20,000 policemon, to equip this
force and prepare i@'p;ycholo%igally to protect the exploitative regime a'nd
hit the revolutionary forces. Moreover, the regime has bee!'t strengthening
the Deuxieme Bureau (milita'ry intelligence), incraasing‘ns budgets and
authority, to enai;lg.,i_tgq demé:rl ize the masses _in the nationali’st areas.
Thisis to preparéﬁhé}@buxierﬁ Bureau to exercise the repressive role it
had in the past, and expand its fole for the future.

While preparing jts personnel to play their assigned roles when thfa
time is right, the Lebanese regime is working politically to create the opti-
mal atmosphere for cracking down on the revolutionary forcest. The_sfe
political roles are by no means less dangerous than the forthcoming milit-
ary roies. They constitute the pbjective requirements for assuming the
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military role. The state's most FTngerous political activity is preparing pub-

lic opinion for the forthcoming military battle. The.Lebanese regime is tak-

‘ing advantage of the agony of the masses caused by the Zionist and fas-
cist forces, to give the impression that only the state can relieve this
agony. -

The political and propaganda line adopted by the regime is a clear
atternpt to disorient the masses and prevent them from knowing the real
causes of the current Lebanesa crisis, The authorities attribute the crisis
to the presence of the Palestinian revolution, notto the Zionist-imperialist-
fascist scheme for Lebanon. To them, Zionist encroachments, the fas-
cists' implacability and the lack of law and order, are all caused by the

revolution. The Lebanese state's facade of 'neutrality’ enables It to divert |

the masses’ attention away from the national and class enemy, and blame
he current unrest on the Palestinian revolution and Lebanese Nationa

ﬁoveme'ri(.n Hence, we see the dangerous role which the state plays. The

““fascist forces cannof play such-aole With équal success, due to their bia-

tant relations with the Zionist enemy.

The Lebanese masses are vulnerable to the regime's brainwashing
due to their harsh living conditions, the wrong practices of some factions
of the Palestinian resistance, and the shortcomings of the Lebanese
National Movement, its inability to rally the masses around a sound
analysis of the events, and agree on an efffective program for national sal-
vation. The regime is counting on the reactionary and bourgeois forces in
the nationalist areas to lead the masses in asking the army to step in and
impose law and order, on the mistaken assumption that the return of the
exploitative regime’s control is the only remedy for the situation.

Before the outbreak of the civil war, the regime began to crack as a
result of the Lebanese masses' escalating strugale which threatened the
domination of the regime of the 4%.* This regime, which ignited the civil
war under the cover of fighting the Palestinian revolution that ailegedly
threatened «Lebanese sovereignty», has managed to stage a temporary
comeback, imposing its hegemony on the Lebanese masses. The
Lebanese regime is also attempting to divide the masses in the nationalist
areas and drive them to desparation, by escalating contradictions and
sectarianism. The regime is concentrating on the Shiite community, aim-
ing at fomenting hostility between them and the Palestinian revolution and
Lebanese National Movement. The authorities might succeed in their
efforts by virtue of the Shiite community's being located in the South, and
the level of destruction and suffering to which they are subjected.

Here the role of the reactionary figures in the Shiite sect comes into

161




R

?. =1 s
play. The activities ofthe ,qu_xij r complicate the rhatter,

for it has developed a scheme fof infiltrating agents into the Amal move-
- ment whicfiwas originaly. establi Fed to fight for the rights of the Shites
* as an underprivi o dact The rission of the Deuxieme Bureau agents

i

etween ini lution and
i nstigate clashes between Amal and the Palestinian revo :
]fell?ainasg National Movement, that appear to be clashes with the Shlﬂ:;
as such. Since the outbreak of the civil war, the fascist forces have work
1o incite the Shiites against the|national rllorces. The role of the Lebanese
ime increases the dangers of this scheme.
reg"t"r:; 'sr:inés. es':'fﬁgny ifi the South, are’ the most persecuted,
exploited and opprasséd citizens| of Lebanon. gyfvmue of tl?ss r'ealny, they~-
have been very enthusiastic about the Palestinian revolution; they were
the sector of the masses mostsupportive and atllached to the revolution.
They fought alongside- the Falestinian {evofui;on and the Lab_.*.\nes.ef
National Movement in the South, and in Shiyah and Nabaa (sites 0
intense civil war battles in Beint). Today, the Lebanese authorities arg
slyly and clevery working 10 i:lapﬁve the Palestinian rltavoluluon a;-n
(ebanése National Movement of this mass support on which the revolu-
tion has relied from the beginning of its presence in Lebanon.
in previous phases of the|civil war, reactionary and bourgeois forces
in the nationalist areas were U able to take a blatam_ty hostqle_posmo;'i
against the Palestinian revolution and Lebanese National Mover::r‘:é
Today, with the Lebanese regi e's retum‘to the fore, such forces ?
started to express their longstanding enmity towards the revolution an
the masses, under the cover of calling for the state to extend its
.sovereignty and assume. secul.x_rjty tasks. The subversive g,perahor;s car-
ried out by the Déuxier o Bureau provide the proper atmas or the
aness € Ln these roles.The regime aqd_reacuon—t
foroes cantake advantage of the reluctance ofthe National Movemen
-tac:y assumee;\:ttasﬁz?zgtﬂgq security in the nationalist areas, and the
fact ifiat some f&’b"ﬂ n%' of thel Palestinian revolution hlavs undertaken
these tasks which rightfully belong to the Lebanese National Movement.

Although the Lebane regime fries to pose as the ‘arbitrator’ between the

nt forces, it ;actu’ ally| to passify the masses, disorient the
)bdligotg:ﬂm arc sow. di . 4 among them. It does so through harping
Al s

ERUE

A the tt of *harmony’ compromise solutions, in an attempt to |

galr:time for ccfiipiejﬁbg its itical schemes’ and building its repressive
ey s. e

Inthe Arab arena, the Lebanese state can play aparticular rolein car- .
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.ying out the scheme, of which the Lebariese Front is no longer capable.
The Lebanese government does not have overt relations with the Zionist
entity. Rather, it maintains very close, direct relations with US imperialism
and its embassy in Beirut. By speaking of «security» and «sovereignty»,
the Lebanese regime can win over most of the Arab regimes. This would
facilitate its task in carrying out the charted scheme for Lebanon.

- This is the essence of the imperialist-Zionist-lascist scheme for Leba-
non, and these are the landmarks of the course to be followed for imple-
menting it. Within the general picture, there are various contradictions,
details and possibilities for relative changes in the role of each force.
Moreover, the enemy forces have ample opportunity for political maneuv-
ers and tactics which may impair clear political vision as to the essence of
the scheme and the path of implementation. Thus, itis necessary to keep
the essefice of the scheme permanently in mind, despite all contradic-
tions, relative changes and tactics. For example, Zionism and some of the

tascist forces are endeavoring to establish a sectarian state in Lebanon, .

so that the Zionist state would not remain the only state established on a
religious basis. Meanwhile, the regime and some fascist forces are trying
to impose their domination on Lebanon as a whole. Some of these forces
would strive to set up a military dictatorship, while others would be keen
“to give the dictatorship a democratic facade. As for tactics, some attempt
to emphasize the Palestinian «threat». On other occasions, the' Syrian
«threat» is stressed. These antagonistic forces are in complete agree-
ment that, ultimately, armed Palestinian presence should be broughtto an
.end. They also agree that the exploitative system should be restored.
Their natural alliance is with US imperialism, the common denominator
which directly or indirectly joins Arab reaction and Zionism, to hit the mass
movement. ) '

Due to the nature of the scheme and its major objective of imposing
reactionary domination on the Lebanese masses and linking Lebanon
with Camp David, the Lebanese National Movement is basically responsi-
ble for mapping out a confrontation: program. Such a program should
incorporate the minute details of the political, military and organizational
aspects of the confrontation. This program should identify the contradic-
tions within the enemy ranks, and how to exploit these. It should define
those forces who stand on middle ground, and how to neutralize or win
them over. The program should aim at developing a national democratic
trend in the fascist-controlled areas, capitalizing’on the conflicts gener-
ated by the Phalangists' inclination to monopolize power in these areas.

163

1 .
|
i




.

Arab identity, independence and democratic development, and takes cer- .

Efforts should be made to take advantage of Franjieh's particular position e atioal elances. These slogans and stances may be very sound inthe

within the Maronite community, and to show how the Maronite sect light of th S
monopolizes power and clalms;r{c!; representall the Christians of Lebanon. - tﬁgmﬂis a: ‘;:Eer:aarlltpt::!:{?;ea?:’;zracggnaa?ﬁnga&isspmgsm:::;oga. sedas Ioor:"g‘ral:
The program should specify [1 w 1o defeat the regime’s plans for the premise that the COﬂlradictionsar Ne
he prograr : i A < : @ antagonistic; there are no halfway sol-
Shiites, and how to reguiate life|in the nationalist areas. It should deter Utions or extended lulls, Otherwi ; :
niites, 2 0 reguiat i : ‘ ] se these slogans, tactics and stances
mine the magnitude of social struggles within the confrontation program. R i ‘ ' !
The Lebanese National Movetnr:ent should specify how to work within the ;g’;:‘?:;;ea:d‘fzgfgf:gi{i“”i:':"ge"r‘agilud;?ﬁ ";f geople. and creating
s’ miley rlon and b 00 0o g e
military forces. The confrontalio prog - ) X oy
macy of the struggle against; Saad Haddad's so-called state. It should ife o:ht?:?r::sgsf: i:“:’hlac‘"cis 3;[ not incompatible with regulating the
_ determine how to rally the broadest sectors of the masses and increase stdehiking ench taske naltdolr;e ist areas. The_a. National Mcwemalnts
the nationalists' miltary.forces. The program should address issues such s e the concrete link between its tactical
as requlating relationgbetween the contingents of the National Movement i aric ic fact of the nature of the ongoing antagonistic con-
“and finding 'solul;‘e_ns': or theTo.l ces which remaiin outside itsjframewqr}g. ; . .
The program should define the frame of reference for alliances on the:: S : o :
e H Our program for counteracting the enemy scheme is as fol-

Arab and international level. |

I ! The concern of the Pal tinian revolution centers on one crud‘fll ‘ lows: N s ,
i issue regarding the essence of the analysis.and political line. Our analysis 1. A ﬁnn‘pohucal decision to defend the Palestinian armed presence at all |
revealed the nature ofthe fasiiét. Zionist and imperialist scheme for Leba-  costs, without relinquishing any revolutionary achievements. |
non, and the prevailing state Qdual power. These circumstances do not v R Mob_lll_zmg. training and arming all the Palestinian masses to defend the ;
parmit any halfway solution gr extended lul in the conflict. It is the armed revolution. S ;
nationalists against the armed  fascists. Such an antagonistic contradic- 3 Achieving maximum military coordination between the Palestinian con- 3
tion cannot be so_l'\red'withouttl 5 defeat of one of the protagonists. All pos- tingents on the basis of united leadership and planning. ‘ i
Hions and tactics shald be formulated and practiced on this basis. 4. Taking firm disciplinary action against blunders, shortcomings and mis-
. The ‘experiari a/of the Lebanese ‘National Movement since 1 975, conduct that damage the Palestinian revolution's relations with the
should have illumirated and consolidated this fact as the basis for Lebanese masses. Nl o il .
developing all positions and tactics, regardless of theoretical and political 5. Promoting our military capabilities in terms of personnel, training and
analysis of the nature: of the conflict in Lebanon, Any defeat for the armament to the highest possible level. -
5, L ebariese Natiohal Movement means a defeat for the Palestinian revolu- : 6. Fighting against Saad Haddad's forces which constitute a buffer zone,
] e iéspks of the central provision of the imperialist-Zionist preventing the Palestinian revolution from exercising its legitimate right to
~the Palastinian cause. It is our duty, also from the fight the Zionist enemy on all fronts.
anese National Movement, to struggle and 7. Fighting the Zionist enemy from across the Lebanese border, despite
ch this fact, We are not in the process of. the barriers and difficulties entailed. '
qgle in Lebanon, or drawing the lessons of 8. Strengthening our relations with the Lebanese National Movement,
‘each phase. Nevertheless, r conclusion is that the Lebanese National devoting all possible resources to consolidate its capabilities, so that it
i Movemnent did g’-_mi_;'a ogram ftg struggle atthe outset of the civil war. It thus : assumes the leading role in.the confiict. This would clarify the conflict as
overlooked theflacj that !hP ~onflict cannot and without the defeat and . t}elqg.basieal]y_ inter-Lebanese. We could achi eve this goal through totally
fiquidation of one of the opposing sides. e linking our militant struggle with the Lebanese ‘National Movement, sup-
Today, the Naponal WO‘meen! raises slogans for Lebanon's umty: porting the Lebanese masses through supporting the veman. not
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exceeding its authority, but supporting it to fully exercise its authority'and

g‘.ﬂ;‘?;ging' and deepening the Lebanese nationgl -,‘Palasm_;iap_-,g!ham_;am
with Syria, since Syria is direct! congerned and its destiny is linked wit

t'lﬁa. cvsgrkihg to have ail"Arab prpgressive and nationalist forces suppodn
the Lebanese National Mova@_ nt, providipg th? requirements of steac-
(astness; confronting these forces with their duties toward the Lebanese
National Movement and masses. particularly in South Lebanon. In s:dp-
porting the Lebanese. National Movement, these forces would be indi-

rectly-supporting the P{a_lastinia revolution.

Second: Imposing the’ utoriomy’ Project by
Liuildating our Masse Resistance in Palestine
" Attempts to' carry out the next provision in the enemy’s scheme, 10

liquidate the palestinian causg and revolution, areé underwgt on more .
than one front. While the top priority is liquidating the P_aieshpean an'r-ed
presence in Lebanon, the secand itemon the agenc_ia is imposing the_ au-
tonomy' project, claiming tla it provides ._a so'Iunon to the quest_lmal?
cause. The theme of.‘self-ad inis{rgtj‘@'__lg_g_wdent_ from the title :_15__9 A
Wreiwwmq@ giving the West Bank population
_autonomy in managjng theif daily aﬂam The Is!-aeh interpretation of ‘au-
tonomy' was revealed in 2 c@us’é"ﬁf" Egyphan:Zjomst treay. stating
that the: current.Ziogist gove’fr\?ment insists on relalnmg' soverelgnry :v:r
the_land. Regardiess of cont dictions between Sadat's regime and the
Zionist govemrﬁenﬂ over imleqp'reta'.ion and imptementation of the It]realy‘:
its .ceiling remain'ggggstal iclpar, as the title. sl_wows. ?:A?reogef. srae‘
remains capable .gﬂi'rpbosir}g its own interpretation, as it is doing iq prac-,
tice. The Zionist interpretation is full Israeli sovereignty over every inch of
Palastine; anything less is considered 2 betrayal of the Zionist doctring.
Accordingly, Jerusélem is U eternal capital of the Zionist entity, ang the
Zionist entity has an indelibl right to establish setilements, as has been:
repeatedly's ressep by Begin. _ ' . )

*" - Our masses have heroically resisted t:e l'al.ltc:u'\c:grg):1 ec;osnfgsr:;y ;\\

alstine: no: Palestinian_has. dared 10 eclare _readir
'g%n%mgbﬁce.'mii “This-60NSPIraci, Nonethefessrall’eﬂaﬁ%é"‘ﬁ's’fs that

B8g1n, and lhéﬁZiditiét (rer@! je represents, are endeavoring toimpose this
|

solution, capitalizing on the Zionists' prevailing s?uperior power and the
historic ‘opportunity aHorded by Sadat's capitulation. The Begin govern-

ment's polici E’-foﬁ lmposiﬁ ‘autonomy’ are as follows:

16§

A) The Zionist Settlement Policy e

Currently, the Zionist entity is feverishly expanding existing settle-
ments and building new ones, in order to impose new realities in the West |
Bank and Gaza Strip. The policy of creating facts is rooted in the history
of the Zionist movement and its invasion of Palestine. The Zionist enemy
has always put such a policy into force on the ground. The Likud boasts
that in terms of building settlements, it has achieved much more in a few
years than the Labor Party accomplished over the many years it was in
power, Settlement-building accelerated following the conclusion of the
Camp David accords. Settiement projects targeted Palestinian population
centers. More funds have been appropriated for settlement budgets; new
programs have been mapped out. Any keen observer of the current settle-
ment policy can grasp the magnitude of the Likud government’s determi-
nation to impose new realities in the West Bank and Gaza Strip.

B) Economic Subordination

Surveying the economy of the West Bank and Gaza Strip, year by
year, shows that the trend is towards complete dependency on the Israeli
economy. The Zionists have a systematic pelicy aimed at destroying the
semi-independent economic infrastructure of these areas, for this is one
of the components of the Palestinian national identity. Economic subordi-
nation is part and parcel of Zionism's settler colonialist policy which aims
not only at plundering the resources and manpower of the occupied ter-
ritories, but also at expelling our masses from their homeland. Ql__t_img_lg,ly,

_this.aims tafulfill the Zionist project of establishing «Greater Israel» onthe

ruins of our people’s national existence. -

=~ .The Zionist enemy is also escalating its systematic policy to destroy

the essential conditions for agriculture in the West Bank and Gaza Strip.
The basic features of this policy are as follows: | '
1. Confiscating Palestinian land under various pretexts and by vari:

e . . .
“&0s means: The enemy consistently confiscates land that is termed «ab-

sentee property» or designated for security and military puposes. Very
often, the Zionist enemy prohibits Palestinian peasants from tilling their
land under the pretext that it is located in a military zone, in order to get
access 1o this land and then confiscate it.

2. Rationing water for Palestinian peasants: In addition to confiscat-

-ing vast water resources in the Wes! Bank and Gaza Strip, and diverting

“them for use in the Zionist entity and its institutions, the enemy also rations

7the amount of water available to Palestinian peasanls, per lree or acre.
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~ Usually, the amourit falls short of meeting the peasants’ needs, The shor-
tage of water causes tremendous damage to crops, hence discouraging

\E’al work and investment. Often, income from

the peasants from agricult
agriculture does not meet the peasants’ basic needs.

3. Controlling the market: The Zionists in effect impose an embargo
on the traditional agricullnﬁal products, whether by controlling marketing
or by unfair competition with Zionist agricultural products. This aims to

" force the Palestinian peasants to grow crops which provide raw material
. for Israeli industries. This increases the enemy's control over Palestinian
agriculture, subordinating it to the needs of Zionist production. Faced with
these conditions, plus spiralling inflation, the Palestinian peasant cannot

make ends meet. Ultimately, he is forced to leave farming and join the |

wage labor market, wor ing in Zionist institutions, factories or farms
Industry in the West| Bank and Gaza Strip suffers from the most

adverse conditions: inilﬁnion. soaring prices, rising production fees and .

taxes of all sorts. The industry there does not receive any support of sub-
sidy from the government. Since these industries were not strong inthe
first place, they cannot compete with israeliindustry. Israeli products have
invaded the West Ban%{' tFnd Gaza Strip markets, destroying national

industrial firms. The Zian
destroying or subordi ating firms to its own institutions through the
gradual effect of the economic laws which control the process of annexing
the West Bankl ahd Gaza Strip markets, destroying national industrial
firms. The Zionist enemy sometimes encounters difficulties in subordinat-
ing.firms toits own institutions through the gradual effect of the economic

laws which control the pracess of annexing the West Barik and Gaza Strip -

directly Judaize these (fitms as happened with the Jerusalem Electric
Company. . | l
Due to the _expulsicf,-n}st nature of Zionist colonialism, the Zionists shy
away from investing capital in the West Bank and Gaza Strip economy.
Zionist colonialism has:np intention of establishing its own institutions on
the wreckage of the Arablfirms. Thus, the first direct outcome of devastat-
. ing our nationalindustry ils the destruction of the Palestinian working class
as well. The working class is put in a double bind. Workers can either
 emigrate which plays info the enemy's hands, or they have to work in
Zionist firms, without ;ulion ‘prolection. under the worst kind of c!asg

exploila!iei‘)ﬂ ' i’

economy. In such casﬁs the Israeli authorities do not hesitate to try to
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t enemy sometimes encounters difficulties in -

In the sphere of commerce, the Zionist enemy aims at gradually tak-
ing full control of the West Bank and Gaza Strip markets. Statistics show
tha 90% of imponts to the West Bank and Gaza Strip come from ‘Israel’,
making them the biggest importer of Israeli goods. The value of these
imports surpasses the value of Israeli exports to any other country in the
world. For instance, the value of Israeli exports to the West Bank and
Gaza Strip reached $366 million in 1975, whereas those t0 the USA were
valued at $308 million, and those to the United Kingdom, $171 million.
Thus we see the core of the subordination policy adopted by the Zionist

entity fowards the West Bank and Gaza Strip in al Spheres.

C) Obliterating the Palestinian National Identity, History.
and Culture

From the start, the existence and future of the Zionist enemy hinged
on eliminating the national identity of our people. Based on this concept,
the Zionist authorities enact their daily racist policies. A close look at the
policies of the Labor Alignment or the Likud, since the establishment of the

Tacist Zionist entity, clearly reveals this concrete, consistent political
course. The Zionist authorities have constantly worked to obliterate the
national heritage of our people, falsifying and altering our cultural history.
In line with this, they revised the entire educational curriculum. The
Zionists also forcibly replaced the historical hames of our cities and vil-
lages with Hebrew names. .

Following the 1967 occupation, the Zionist authorities imposed their
curriculum on all Palestinian Arab schools in occupied Jerusalem. During
the Likud's years in power, the occupation authorities stepped up mea-
sures against Palestinian educational institutions. They restricted the
activities of the Higher Education Council, closed down the Abu Dees Col-
lege of Science, amended the education law, and granted the military gov-
ernment emergency powers to interfere in educationa] affairs, including
the administrative affairs of educational institutions.

In the same policy framework, the occupation authorities are launch-
ing a fierce onslaught against all national cultural expression. They put
restrictions on the distribution and sale of educational and literary books,
on art exhibitions, or any national cultural activities. Historical and religi-
ous sites in Jerusalem and Hebron have been subjected to Judaization.
These concrete acts attestto the racist, colonial_rﬁtg_rg_g;]mistpamm_

¥
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D) Zidnjé.i éqjic:_[ies of Terror, Oppression and Collective
Punishment .

~ ~Since thevery first da{r of its occupation of the West Bank and Gaza

Strip, the Zionist enemy hasmade a mockery of all humanitarian traditions
and laws. It has practiced the cruelest form of mass arrests,rounding up
residents of one quarterorvillage, detaining them for long hours under the
worst of weather conditions./Women and children are not exempt from all
sorts of persept:lidn and t_drture. This policy has persisted througheut the _
years pf occupation, taking the form of collective annihilation, thus expres-
sing Zionism's fascist character. The fascist entity stepped up its inhuman
practices after the signing f the Camp David accords and the ensuing
‘autonomy’ talks. The escalating repression took new forms, such as
besieging.entire cities and Villages for days and weeks at a time, with .
economic blockades and day-long curfews. At the same time, these cities
and villages are subjected lo attacks by semi-official Zionist groups with
official complicity. |
In an attempt to paralyze the militant spirit of our people and bring
them to their knees, the e?qmy putinto effect the policy of detention, put-
ting people away in the Zionist, Nazi-like jails under the worst conditions
and the cruelest sort of 'ciyihzed' torture. Those arrested are notonly per-
sons chargad.wil'h affiliation to resistance organizations. Anyone who
expressesopinions againFt the occupation might be detained. Very often,
families, neighbors and acquaintances of wanted individuals have been
arrested In an attempt to terrorize and paralyze the masses. This policy
finds its pgrail_el in the dreadful Nazi concentration camps. Over the years
of -occupation, 100,000 irdividuals have been detained . Al any given
time, there:have been 4,000 political prisoners behind the Zionist bars.
Some of them have been subject to administrative arrest, without trial or

: speciﬂed'chérgeé'. and held for as long as six years, asin the case of the

militant Ali al Jamal. Mor:e 1han sixty militants have been martyred under
the savage torture in Zionist jails. Some detainees have spent more than
thirteen years Ir{détenlib% centers, and are still subject to all sorts of
psychological and physical torture, carried out in accordance with a sys-
tematic policy for destroyin: ‘Palestinian militants, physically and morally.
The enemy still refuses tq treat militant detainees as prisoners of war,
according o intemational laws. _
The systematic policy| of expelling nationalists, from all walks of life,
continues; the number éf those expelled exceeds 1,600. This policy is
designed to empty the occupied \erritories of any nationalist leadership.

The current form of this policy is deportation without any 1ezial-proea-ad—

“ings, as was the case with Mayors Milhem and Qawasmeh, and Sheikh

Tamimi. Often expulsion has involved entire families. It has been imposed
in various forms, such as full expulsion from the homeland, o avacuation
of families from their birthplace and usual residence, to far away places.
This is an attempt to distance the family from its original social environ-
ment, and deprive it of its former means of subsistence, thus deliberately
breaking down the social structure and relations. I~
~Vis-a-vis militant Palestinians who launch heroic operations in the
accupied homeland, the Zionist enemy resorts to the worst forms of fas-

,éist repression. In addition to demolishing militants' houses, the Zionists

often demolish nearby houses or even entire quarters. More than 150,000
houses have been demolishedinthe West Bank and Gaza Strip, including
three entire villages west of Ramallah, razed to the ground. .
~ Basides the policy of creating facts’ 4§°a means of imposing the ‘au-
fonomy’ project according to the Zionist formula, the authorities recently
escalated their repressive measures against the Palestinian masses. The
aim is to force them to yield to a fait accompli, facilitating the emergence
St-acreactionary Palestinien-trend, willing-to-ba_an accomplice; Arrests,
repression, deportations, curfews and all sorts of pressures have
mounted recently, aimed atimposing the ‘autonomy’ conspiracy by force.
Nonetheless, our masses in Palestine took a heroic stance against the «
Camp David accords, making'it difficult for any Palestinian party to col- '
laborate. _ o
Despite that, the “autonomy” project is still alive; a number of mea-
sures-are underway to force it on our masses. It constitutes a central link
in the enemy’s schemes for liquidating the Palestinian cause. Thus, foiling
this scheme constitutes a major task for the revolution at this stage. . ’
While following the ‘autonomy’ conspiracy and the efforts to impose
it, we should watchfor the activities of US imperialism and Sadat's regime.
US envoys and embassy staff in ‘Israel' have tried to talk some Palesti-
nian figures into dealing with this project rather than rejecting it altogether.
They tried to make the project look like a first step towards resolving the .
Palestinian cause, and asked Palestinian figures to wait until the outcome
of the negotiations was clear. Lately, these attempts abated, but they can
be reactivated at any time. Sadat's regime has made attempts along the
same lines. Sadat's proposition to enforce the project in the Gaza Strip
first, is a2 dangerous attempt to find a way out of the predicament for ‘au-
tonomy'.
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. The Egyp_ﬁ{an regime selpes application of ‘autonomy’ as a first step to
imposing.itin the West Bank, [The regime is betting on the Strip, because
it kKnows the reactionary figures there; it is counting on an acfive reactio-
nary trend, the restoration o relations between Egypt and Gaza, and
Egypt's relative ability to maneuver via its embassy in ‘'Israel".
Occasionally, it seems that there are contradictions between the
points of view of Sadat, Begi and the US, about how to apply the ‘au-
tonomy' project. However, all these parties agree on the essence of the
Camp David accerds which |s a major threat to the Palestinian cause.
Devetopments;migpt occur jnjthe stances of thesa parties, but they would
merge in carrying out the :j'j-n e which is designed toliquidate the Pales-
tinian ¢ause. In this connection, itis noteworthy that the nature of the exist-
ing contradictions between Sadat and Begin on how to apply ‘autonomy’
resemble the ‘contradictions which led Dayan, and later Weizman, to
leave the Likud:govemme TL
Thus, a major task ofr]h Palestinian revolution at this stage is seri-
ous, constant struggle for foiling the ‘autonomy’ conspiracy, based on the
following guidelines: . |

1. Adopting a firm po'ﬁf{'caf line against all versions of ‘au-
tonomy" to prevent any Palestinian force from finding a pre-
text for dealing'with this conspiracy.

The Palestinian revolution rejected the ‘autonomy' project and called
for foiling it. w’a_'-mds\_l;const_aﬁtly realfirm this position. We must oppose all
attempts at amending and decoraiing ‘autonomy” to make-it palatable for
somie reactionary Palestini:art figures. In fact, some figures were lured into

ith the_project indi
saries, and their efforts to kegp abreast of developments In case a project
for ‘full altonomy’ erierged.yThe stance ol e Tevolution mustbe firm and
decisive 0 asio prevent any Teactionaries from sneaking into treachery,
relying on vague, ‘flexible| stances to cover their gradual move towards
being accomplices: - 1

2. Escafatiﬁg-tggtstrug le of our people in Palestine against
the conspiracy, through military action and all forms of milit-
ant and méi}h’s"_-:étfugg o, i

ltis alithat "aut
by the Arab states'and m
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ectly, througn tneir o ntacts -with US emis-

oy’ be reiécied by the P;;_allestini-é:ﬁ'revolutilqg_',
sses and internationally. Yet the decisive factor

in foiling the conspiracy is that the masses reject and fight ‘autonomy’ and
prevent any party from participating in it. The Palestinian masses' all-out
confrontation will direct a heavy blow to the enemy scheme and expose
the falsity of the claim that it will resolve the Palestinian cause.

We are proud of the way our masses have assumed their role in
resisting the Camp David accords and the ‘autonomy' conspiracy. Qur
masses have risen to the challenge of various enemy schemes and
scored victories, despite the arrogance and ruthlessness of the occupa- _
tion authorities. =

In order to"éounteract the confiscation and settiement policies, com-
mittees for defending the land were formed, though as yet these have not
incorporated broad sectors of the masses. Nevertheless, forming the
committees provided a suitable framework for mobilizing the broad social
forces ready to join the struggle against the-enemy and its policies in this
respect. Itis the responsibility of all national trends and forces to join in this
struggle and widen the scope of activites to include all the occupied ter-
ritories. Our masses' uprisings forced the enemy to back down from its
decision to set up Alon Moreh settiement on the site which was originally
selected. The plan was not cancelled, but the enemy opted to transfer the
settiement to a nearby site. This heralds the possibility of scoring victory
over the enemy with regard to the current link in the conspiracy against
Palestinian land. z

A prominent example of struggle against the policy of annexation,
subordination and destroying Palestinian national institutions, was the -
resistance to the Zionist decision to take over the concession of the
Jerysalem Electric Company. An important role in this struggle was
assumed by the Arab Trade Union of the company, despite the hesitation
of some right-wing figures in the, company's administration. This resis-
tance was a militant landmark in the struggle against the Zionist policy of
creating facts as part of the overall Zionist colonial settlement policy in
Palestine. To counteract the heroic resistance of the Arab Trade Union,
the Zionist enemy attempted to divide the company's concession and
restrict the areas of its operation. Despite this, our masses, led by the
workers of the company, scored a moral and political victory in this battle.

The enemy's policy is to obliterate the Palestinian national identity,
and empty the occupied territories of the national figures who have played
an important role in leading the mass movement, However, mass upris-
ings succeeded in forcing the Zidnist enemy to withdraw its decison to
expel the militant mayor, Bassam Shakaa. Then the enemy resorted to an
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ass’assina_:io_n attempt to get rid of him, revealing Zionism‘_s inhergnt
racism, fascism and aggressiveness. The defeat of the Zionists: special

‘decree to expel Shakaa, and their subsequent failure to assassinate the

nationalist mayors, generated;ajrise in the mass movement. The enemy
then resor_ied to sneaky, cowardly means, expelling the mgyors of Hebron
and Halhoul, and the rleligiousiijge of Hebron. In our estimate, th.e mas-
ses and national leaders are capable of confronting and challenging this
cowardly méthediin thlb future|

Despite tha Zionists' fascis] 'anti-terrorist’ law which aims to obliter-
ate the Palestinian national identity and dispel Palestine’s history and
national heﬂ;age_i the national #ction confronting this policy widened in

scope.Despite the enemy’s banpnart exhibitions to revitalize our national

heritage, our masses have malaged to organize more than one, even if
for only a day. Despite being b nned. the national theatre movement in
Palestine is still very active. Our masses have succeeded in finding ways

of getting around the enemy’s ron fist measures. For instance. Bir Zeit:

students organized a wedding festival whére there was more than one
theatrical performance sh0wi;n the hational_i_qenlity of our masses and
their struggle. Our masses' festivals have turned into open theatres where
plays are presented.The ener:m; attempted to halt these cultural activities
The enemy has forbidden the oisting of the Palestinian flag and prose-
cutes anyone who does so o charges of threatening the ngecgrity of
Israel». Yet Pale.frsﬂni'an"-ﬂags 'c ntinue to fly throughout Palestine includ-
ing over the lang-which' the IZi{:ists usurped in 1948, Furthermore, our

i nemy's measures in simple, yet creative
ways. For instance, they tuined displays of fruits and vegetables into
Palestinian flags by theiway théy arranged them.

Our militants in sraeli jalls/are challenging the enemy’s policy of try-
ing to'destroy them physicall } and break their nationalist spirit. Employing
all formis of struggle. these militants set an outstanding example of the
steadiastness of 'i:r.?éople‘-._i .the face of Zionist mt_t__\lessness. The stf:l_ce
staged by inmates of/Nafha 'ﬁlriéon. and those which'followed in other jails
were a blow to tbe_eﬁle'my and its schemes. The militants of Nafha trans-
formed the jail, which'was designed to be their graveyard, into a shining
militant focus for 'bug masses and all the forces of peace and progress
around the world. Tﬁe.militaﬁts exposed the enemy’s spurious claims to
democracy and civili_za'ﬁon. THe committees for defending the prisoners

should receive support from ai] nationalists in the occupied homeland sa

that they become a mainstay for national action.
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The PFLP was at the heart of the mass movement. It has had a prom-
inent role in tackling the Zionist settler gangs. When Kahane's gangs tried
o raid our towns in the West Bank, our comrades were among the first to
intercept thern, The PFLP also had a prominent role in heading off the
enemy s attempts to confiscate the concession of the Jerusalem Electric
Company. Alongside other nationalist forces, the PFLP played a distinc-
tive role in the popular uprising which foiled the Zionist attempt to expelthe
militant mayor, Shakaa. The PFLP, along with other nationalist forces,
worked to stop the vacillation of rightist and bourgeois circles in Palestine
and abroad. Collective resignation of the municipal councils was a
national necessity to counter the Zionist enemy's attempt to expel the
militant mayor. |

The PFLP's organization inside and outside the jails played a
pioneering role in the battle fought by militant prisoners. The Zionist prison
administration could not deny the PFLP's leading role in-this battle. ____

When Al Khazendar (prominent reactionary figure in Gaza) raised his
voice against our masses' rejection of Camp David and the ‘autonomy’

\ccnspiracy. the PFLP silenced him once and for all. This was one of the

ways the PFLP practiced its firm position to discourage capitulationists.””

The recent escalation of mass resistance in the occupied territories
attests to our masses' ability to combat the enemy's policies, rélying on
the experience they have gained in their constant confrontation with the
enemy and its repressive policies. The recent escalation is also based on
our masses' strong belief that their cause is just, and that they have a
responsibility for the continuation of the Palestinian and Arab struggle. In
this, they draw strength from the steadfastness of the revolution in Leba-_
non, and their belief in the inevitability of victory.

In view of this, it is required of our mass organizationsin the occupied
lerritories to consolidate the struggle against the enemy and its

Jliquidationist plans. Also, it is the responsibility of the leadership of the

revolution to provide our masses with unconditional support, to enable
them to foil the ‘autonomy’ conspiracy. 5
The experience of the struggle in Palestine indicates the necessity of

intertwining all forms of struggle in facing the enemy, and linking armed

struggle with other forms: leaflets and manifestos; demonstrations,
marches and rallies; sit-ins, protests and civil disobediencs; blocking
roads, throwing stones and hitting the Zionist forces. These forms of
striggle created a state of popular rejection which the enemy, as well as
Arab and intqrnational public opinion, were forced to acknowledge. This
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nced capitulationist voices in Palestine; it

1 |
e of ular rejection sile 2, |
papl e i i piracy, and firmed up the posi-

ushed hesitant forces to oppose the cons

tion.of the revolution.. | _ .
he National Guidance Committee, by student

The role played by the _
councils, societies, clubs, trade unions, land defense committees and

municipalitiesis a living testjimony to the ability of our masses to improvise

fresh means of organizing élné mobilizing. It also shows the importance of

these associations: -

3. Working to deve!d;i the National Front in’ Palestine,
increasing its militant & ectiveness, rggarding it as respon-
sible for leading the n? ss movement in the erst .Bank and
Gaza Strip, directing 0 her forces to rally behind it and pro-

ing all possible support.
Vid"'.li'ge_-Pa{)eéﬁnian 'Natio’g Front was formed inthe occupied homeland
in 1973;.grouping the majc’lar rogressive and n‘aﬂor}ali'st forcles anc_l some
leading, i'ndapendé.nt natignal personalities. Since its mcep_non. ﬁ}ts front
has encountered fa set of problems pertaining to its political line and
national program. Because of subsequent political disputes, the front con-
tinued to face difficulties il;a e course of its stmggle._ For ir}stance. at ghe
height of the national -struggle against the racl_st_, Zt?mst loocupatton
policies and the *alitonomy’ conspiracy. the Palestinian right Wing attemp-
ted to impose ill-reputed el ments on the front’s leadersnip. @ ngniists
imed 1o dominate the front’s policies and relations.Wheniheirommn'_ned
down these ill-reputed ela‘r_vﬁams. the P_alesﬁnian;;igh; s.lta;eg to ?\IUE:‘Sm;
i iti ~Eallowing the 14th session of the Fale nian Nation
e e g* the front in Palestine sent a political memoran-

‘Council, the leadership 0 : ol
durn to the PLO Executive mmittee, expressing their viewona number

of Issues, based on abiding by the PNC's organizational and poliﬁ_cal

ram. The memo anggnjrgl the right wing which regarded it as running
counter to the PLO's orga!aqﬁzationa! and political program. Url]mately. fhe
Executive Committee, do inated by the Palestinian right, dsmdgd to with-
draw re::crglr'i]'_ti,oni of the National Front as one of the PLO's main ams in
palestine. Aﬁhbd'gﬁflh_e f f“ has continued to lead the mass mmfemarl_t in
the occupied homeland against the conspiracy of ‘autonomy and the
Zionist policies generally, it suffered from the PLO's decision. Had the
PLO acted in a sound and unifyin way, the front could have played &

The continuation and escalation of our people’s struggle in Palestine
requires the crystallization of an organizationhl formula that facilitates
united stances and mobilization of resources, and prevents the traditional
forces from using the masses as a means o achieve their own ends. This
formula should halt the advance of those who are working for the Jorda-
nian regime's scheme, taking advantage of the regime’s ostensible rejec-
tion of Camp David and its present relations with the PLO.

The revolutionary, progressive and nationalist forces rejected Camp
David as the settlement formula which the enemy alliance was trying to
impose. This provided common political ground for establishing a national
front that includes all these forces. The fronthas to be based on a common
political program and function according to the principles for front work. It
is thus imperative to honor the decision of the 14th PNC in 1979, and to
struggle on this basis. The decision specified that establishing 2 united
national front in Palestine is a must. The leadership of the revolution in
exile should lend support to the Palestinian National Front, try to develop
it, and adopt the front as the leading framework for the struggle of our mas-
ses in the homeland, so long as the front abides by the revolution's
stances and programs, and is organizationally linked with it.

4. Working to support our masses' struggle in the homeland
with the widest possible network of militant Arab and inter-
national solidarity, to provide sorely needed moral, informa-
tional, economic and military support.

The heroism of our masses’ struggle in the homeland is a concrete
fact on which the leadership of the revolution can rely to make all progres-
sive and nationalist forces, Arab or intemational, feel responsible for the-
future of the struggle. The universal acknowledgement that Zionismis a
reactionary and fascist movement lays the ground for exposing the prac-
tices of the Zionist leadership against our people. It also means that the

_forces of socialism, progress and libaration are required to render more
effective supm_qlgo/mma_ssgsfms would enable us to consolidate our

—struggle for discrediting Zionist policy and exposing its fascist nature

before intemational public opinion.

Third: Liquidating the Palestinian Cause through the

Jordanian-Palestinian State Project.
'Autonomy’ Is not the only Zionist formula for liquidating the Palesti-
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nian cause. There is also',:h!e Zionist Labor Party’s formula. The essence
of this formula is the !iquida ion of the Palestinian cause. Consequently, it
is our task to/expose this formula and prepare fer foiling it, through map-
ping out a program to coant]er it.

It is:now known that the Labor Party was not originally enthusiastic

about the Palastinian se:;:t!on of the Camp David accords. During the
Knesset session held to vote on the accords, Labor tried to separate the
section involving the sem?a ent with Egypt, from the section pertaining to
the ‘autonomy’ project, because it agrees with the first, but opposes the
second. The Labor Party bpposes the ‘autonomy’ project on the grounds
that it does not bé_s't serve Zionist interests in the long run. The party fears
that 'autonomy' would be the nucleus for a future Palestinian state. Onthe
other hand, it fears the consequences of retaining the West Bank and
Gaza Strip, for massive Palestinian presence in the Zionist state would
Threaten its demographic structure. The Palestinians would constitute a
high percentage of the total population, and could become the majority in
the near future. This would distort the Zionist character of the enemy’s
state. In addition, itis believed that retaining all of the Gaza Strip and West
Bank would touch off official opposition from Jordan, Saudi Arabia and
other Arab countries. This would impede 2 comprehensive settiement on
all the fronts, and; consequently, affect the US-Zionist relations, whereas
the Labor Party believes thatitisin Zionism's interests that this relation be
at the optimal level of harmony and coordination.

For all these reasons, the Zionist Labor Party puts forward a formula
for confining ‘autonomy’ to the Gaza Strip. This formula also entails Israeli
withdrawal from 70-80% of the West Bank, which would be tumed.over to
Jordan. Then a Palestinian entity could be established within the
framework of the Jordanian Kingdom, thereby ‘solving' the Palestinian
cause. The Labor Party;thinks this formula would entice the Jordanian
regime to enter into the sattiement fold, with relative support from some
Arab reactionary:regimes who would justify their support under the cover
of retrieving Arab land. This formula would alsg mitigate contradictions
between théf.'-'fJS_ ‘and tIJ,le Zionist entity. It would keep the seftlement
momentur going. Economic benefits would continue to accrue to ‘Israel’
in the form of markets and/manpower, through normalizing refations with
‘Jordan. In addition, the formula would divide the official Arab rejection of
the Camp David accord'_s. -and save 'lsrael' from a set of problems that
might emerge inthe future.

Today the Labor Party finds support forits view from the events which

f
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followed the signing of the Camp David accords: the Palestinian and Arab
refusgl. and the falfering of the negotiations. Labor uses the events to pro-
mote its program for territorial compromise. In the light of Labor's possible
retum to _powar_in the 1981 elections, confronting the Zionist scheme put
forward by this party is a revolutionary task alongside protecting the
revolution in Lebanon and foiling the project. This is particularly so,
because thel Labor Party's project receives tacit support from the reactio-
nary Jc_)rdaman reg_;ime. Actually, this project is generally compatible with
the United Arab Kingdom plan put forward by King Hussein in 1972, with
some amendments in the latter to meet the Israeli territorial demands.

The Confrontation Program

1. Adopting a firm political line against the formula for liquidating the
Palestinian cause (through the Palestinian-Jordanian state project) in
whatever form or interpretation. Although the formula is now the most
prominent, this other formula has been put forward. It is feasible that it will
be gctivaled in the near future. This requires taking a firm, decisive stand
against it now, by mobilizing all the militant potentials for foiling it.

2.‘ Confronting all the stances and moves of the Jordanian agents in
occupied Palestine; who are working to promote this formula. Foiling the
‘autonomy’ conspiracy requires the concentration of efforts, seizing on
every voice of opposition, However, the objection of the Jordanian agents
to 'autonomy’ must not serve as a cover for their promoting the «Jorda-
nian-Palestinian Kingdom». ' .

3, Confronting all the moves and positions of the Jordanian regime to
gradually lay the ground for enacting this liquidationist project. Although
the Jordanian regime, under the circumstances, is not publicly expressing
-it_s real stands, there are many clues that point to its real intentions viea-
vis the West Bank and Gaza Strip. Among these clues are the regime’s
summoning the West Bank mayors, putting 3,000 passports at Gaza
Mayor Rashad Shawwa's disposal, and scores of other moves. We are
required.to expose all the regime's activities and discredit its goals.

_ /4, Through relations with the PLO, the Jordanian regime achieved a

- set of gains which are compatible with the Labor Party’s project, despite

existing discrepancies. Through these ties, the Jordanian regime took
charge of the Palestinians in Jordan as Jordanian citizens. It acquired the
right to deal with the affairs of the Palestinians in the occupied homeland
and their self-determination. Through coordination with the PLO leader-
ship, the regime strengthened its Arab and international position.'Thus,
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the :It;‘?da'ﬁi'_a'ﬁ regime is trying to intimate that its moves, stances and pro-
jects enjoy the tacit sup, artiof the PLO leadership. Itis therefors crucial to
struggle to halt this relationship and retrieve the revolution's rights in the
Jordanian arena. : ‘ ' : : 3

" 5. The central point in confronting the Jordanian-Palestin:an confed-
eration conspiracy is improying the state of the Jordanian national move-
ment and the Palestinian revolution in Jordan, through political, organiza-

“tional-and military programs. These programs musl insure the mobiliza-

tion and crystallization of the masses' militant potentials, so that they can
prevent the reégime from enacting the conspiracy.

In the palitical sphere, rFe see the importance of defining the tactical
slogans and interim programs, on the national and class level, for national

democratic work in Jordan The strategical goal of the nationalist and

revolutienary-demeeraticfo s-in-Jordan-is-erystal-clear.-t.isthe estab-

. lishment of a national democratic regim hich the-Palestinian revolu-
tion could rely in starting the process of lly liberating Palestinian

-=land, However, defining the %trategic goal, theoretically and practically, is

ﬁpt-sufﬁ__cient. This must be coupled with defining the tactical slegans and
local programs which wouic} in time produce a change in the balance of

forces, with the aim of realizing the strategic goal.
Advocating rqvolutio?"a ‘change In Jordan, as.a sound strategical

slogan, is a safeguard agajnst rightist and reformist deviation. Yet the pro-

cess of revol;.iﬂ.gng{y charge will collide with the balance of forces which
exists betwean the regime and the revolutionary forces. This balance of
forces is not conducive to immediate realization of the strategic goal,
Thus, the immediate function of tactical slogans is mobilizing broad sec-
tions of the masses and recrliting their potentials, hence destabilizing the
pillars of the regime and dissolving its forces, as a prelude to the process
of radical change. Failing to define the correct tactical slogans at the right
time would lead the revolu onary work into a stalemate, by uttering a
strategic slogan without having the capabilities to realize it. There is a big -
gap between the existing bajance of forces and that needed for inducing
change. In order to'narrow this gap, the masses must wage a set of battles
to pave the way for the decisive battle for revolutionary change in Jordan.
Defining thess battles and fn olving the masses is the sole route for creat-
ing the revolutienafy conditigns conducive to the process of change.

~ -Along this line:of reaquing, the national work program in the Jorda-
nian arena is centered around the struggle for imposing the right of the
Palestinian revolution to be Erasant_ in Jordan, to mobilize the masses in

accordance with the revolution's program and to fight the Ziorist enemy
across the Jordanian-Palestinian border. Such a program seems to be
sound and acceptable.to our masses in Jordan, and to some Arab
regimes. As a result, it enjoys wide support from numerous forces. This
program is in line with the existing balance of forces in the Jordanian
arena and constitites a prelude to mobilizing the masses for more
advanced revolutionary tasks. ‘

The second part of the program focuses on political freedoms: fre-
dom of the press, forming political parties, union work, no regime interfer-
ence in union affairs, freedom to demonstrate and defend human rights,
release of political detainees, demanding that women's rights be equal to
njen's_. and free popular elections to elect municipal and assembly coun-
cils without pressure or interference, etc. The program also involves the
struggle for economic demands related to wages, prices, taxes, work
laws, socja] security for laborers and civil servants, educational programs,
cooperatives, rents, the demands of poor peasants and agricuttural labor-
ers, and health services, among other issues that affect the welfare of the
toiling masses. Thess issues touch upon the life of many sectors of the
Pt:pulaﬂon. The masses should be mobilized to defend their rights and
interests, ; :

Struggling for militant economic demands is an indispensable means

ereby the masses can be encouraged to wage a political struggle.
Through these militant batties, the masses will discover the inability of the
regime to meet their needs and interests. The masses, through experi-
ence, will reach the conclusion that it is necessary to change the regime.
Marxism-Leninism substantiates the idea of economic struggle as a chan-
pel alongside the ideological and political struggle. ™~

Aside from political freedoms and militant economic demands, there
is another focus: the struggle against the overall policies of the regime in
the Arab and International arena. The Jordanian regima has historic:
been involved in plotting aga 9 Arab nationa I
and Implementing i t_schemes in the @. Jordanian
national movement should come forwa edit such policies,
demand their cessation, and express the will of the masses to fight their
enemies and forge better relations with friendly forces.

If conditions in Jordan were ripe for change, these slogans would be
reformist and rightist. However, in the light of the existing circumstances
lanq concrete practice, these slogans are sound tactical ones for mobiliz-
ing the masses in order to improve the state of the national movement so
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| besotne capable ofinducing change. Needless to say, we donot

raise these sl_c:l ansiinanticipation that the existing regime will-be ready to

'-ac'ce;;i'pr- ﬁeal?’ze them. These slogans are designed as a means for

" revolutionizing the condilioaf:s on the mass level, as a step towards creat-
ing the subjective and objective conditions for the process of change.

The experience of the P lestinian revolution in Jordan from 1967 to

1971, exposed the fallacy of (depending on a strictly Palestinian formula

for the national work, without a formula for the Jordanian national move-

ment. By the same token, our experience in the years before 1967, and

the three years.after 1972, sFowed the fallacy of working in accordance

with a Jordanian formula, without a Palestinian formula, The particularity
of the Jordanian arena dictates a formula for a united organization and

program, so that the militant national process is undertaken by a unit'e;d
_ national front with & joint program. Such a program would be instrumental

in mobilizing the Jordanian masses to bring about the intarrelated national
and class goals of the program. The Ttevolutionary forces that potentially
constitute the core for such alfront in the Jordanian arena, should provide
the united leadership committees for the revolutionary work. This is 50 in
the light of the interrelated tasks in this arena, the size of the Palestinian
commuriity in Jordan and ts integration in the Jordanian society. As a
result, the particulat role of the Palestinian community in the process of

change in Jordan lis a step toward the unity of Palestinian-Jordanian

revolutionary wark: - X

The danger:of the 'Pa stinian-Jordanian state', as a formula for
liquidating the; Palestinian cause and revolution, does not stem from its
having:been put _fé'_x}i,‘*g{ard pé:' he Zionist Labor Party. It is natural that the
enemy:has projects and schemes for liquidating our revolution and cause.
The danger stems:{rom the readiness of the Jordanian regime to deal with

this  formula, Qam‘tigiany following the deterioration of the official Arab °

state of affairs as.a result of Sadat's treachery. Moreover, the Jordanian
regime rejected ‘autonomy', sirice this project did not offer it any special
advantages. Thus:there is thee danger of the Jordanian regime's using its
rejection as a 'ééuce_::.and defending the ‘Palestinian-Jordanian state' for-
mula as bettenthan the ‘auto omy' formula. Hence, it was natural fo con-
front siich a ffmulatby confronting the Jordanian regime, exposing the
essehce of its-pol c;i_'}é_s andis¢hemes, and promoting the conditions of the
national struggle to a level whereby the scheme can be foiled:

[
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Fourth: The European Role in the Schemes to Liquidate
the Palestinian Cause - :
Besides the scheme of liquidating the Palestinian armed presence in
Lebanon, and its connection with ‘autonomy’ and the other Zionist formula
for a Palestinian-Jordanian state, the capitalist states of Europe are put-
ting forth a formula in line with the same framework and goals. AlLthese.

_formulas share the goal of aborting the. Palestinian.revolution. liquidating.._

T_l,grga\_t_l_S'ﬂf_;ht!‘tmp&TrE}’lh_e'ﬁegramon of imperialism, Zionism and reacs—
_lion, through-fie-r e-formula.fo stabllizlng,ﬂ_'tgi[th’g_rgﬂsin\trha

‘Arab homeland. It is necessary to grasp the motives of the ongoing politi-
cal activity of the West European countries vis-a-vis the Middle East and
Palestinian problem, and adopt a position on this.

Following the signing of the Camp David accords, the ‘autonomy’ for-
mula was the most visible one for liquidating the Palestinian cause. Obvi-
ously, the revolution concentrated its efforts on thwarting this formula,
through protecting its presence in Lebanon and our masses' struggle
against the ‘autonomy’ conspiracy, and all the activities and struggles
connected with this task. The great concern about this task was manifest
in the political program of the PNC's 14th session (January 1979). How-
ever, things do not remain static. Besides the attempts to impose the 'au-
tonomy' project, new efforts and formulas are clearly emerging today, and
cannot be ignored by the revolution. Thus, in addition to the task of foiling
the ‘autonomy’ conspiracy, we must confront all the other projects at
hand. We should not ignore these projects, or try to bypass them. It is
important to assess the chances of success of each project at each
phase. i

The iealures of the European role, as crystallized in the Venice
Declaration of June 1980, constitute another version of the liquidation for-
mula. W@m Camp David for-
mula or. Peres-project, except-that-it-recognizes-the-PLO-as-a party in
negotiations. The capitalist states of Europe did not initially object to the
Camp David accords. Thus it is necessary to link their motives with the
situation generated on the Palestinian and Arab level as a result of these
accords. The following factors prompted the European role: The obvious
predicament of the ‘autonomy’ project, because of the unwillingness of
any Palestinian party to participate; the exclusion of the PLO from the set-
tlement and-its relatively firm position; the rejection of the Camp David
accords by all Arab states, and the embarrassmeritof Arab reaction when
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Camp Da\{idiilgilad to provide them with a 1 umimum of cover for their pds-
ition; the strengthning of relations with the socialist countries.

__Inthis context, the éu opean formula aimed to salvage the Camp
‘David accords, making amendments in the formula to enable the Arab
reactio:ja_'ries_ 1o cover their fole, so that they could move into line with the
imperialist and Zionist conditions. The initiative which might resuit from
the European efforts will. 161 be an alternative to Camp David, as the lead-
‘ers of the capitalist coumrnliés have declared, but a supplement toiit.

Obviously, any suc Jiniliativ_e would be motivated by Western
Europe's mperialist interests. These countries want to strengthen rela-
tions with the reactionary Arab regimes and insure their own imperialjst
interests. Theyaim to inSLi: that the reactionary Arab states remain inthe

‘imperialist orbit, by. preten
‘Arab.cause’- in the react opary sense of course. Western Europe wishes
to achieve these goals by alleging that it offers a better formula for a setile-
ment. To this end, there is|indeed ongoing flirtation between European
imperialism -and the reaclionary Arab governments including some
! bourgggig- regimes. The [Ip v of Western European political and diploma-
tic activiliés was initiated in order to hinder the process of polarization
which ensued after the signing of the Camp David accords. The essence
of the Western European role was conveyed in a stalement by the French
foreign minister during a Visit to the US. He said that the Middle East is
today heading towards exiremism, and that the European initiative is
designed to curb such extremism which serves neither European nor us
interests. 53 !

Of course, we can sge that there- are contradictions between the
European capitalist states and the parties 1o Carmip David. The Egyptian
regime, for instance, welcomed the initiative with some reservations,
while US imperialism currently opposes it. The Likud government is bit-
terly resisting thq_-iriiliativ;.; endeavoring to halt it. However, long experi-
ence with lh,‘§ coriiradiclj;i that arise among partiés of the same camp,

shows thatthese parties ifon aut their differences in the face of the revolu-
tion, the mas"'s"e"s.?q_gd thel alliance with the socialist countries.
The European line of thinking, whether articulated by the Common
Markel couniriéé_‘.‘br by Kreisky and Brandt of the *Socialist International’,
_is not currently applicable due to the Likud's objection and US support to
the Zionist position. The % hnist entity is the major base on which the us
now relies, rather than the feactionary Arab regimes. As a result, the US
wants to satisfy 'Israel’ a||1c1 maintain it at a high level of strength. Yet the
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ing that some imperialist parties support the .

European initiative's lack of applicability does not mean we should over-
look the dangers of this trend in the short orlong run.

In the short run, Western Europe is reviving the illusion of settlement
in the Palestinian arena. This would have negative effects on Palestinian
unity, deepening contradictions in the ri?voluﬁon's ranks and spreading
confusion among the masses. On the Arab level, the European initiative
could deepen contradictions in the rank{of the Steadfastness and Con-
frontation Front, weaken the Palestinian-Syrian alliance, and constitute a
bridge linking Arab reaction as a whole with Sadat's course; this would
abort the minimal position taken at the Baghdad Summit. On the interna-
tional level, the initiative could negatively affect the alliance between the
Palestinian revolution and the socialist community, first and foremost the
Soviet Union. _

Some of these adverse consequences are already emerging. They
will deepen over time uniess the PLO leadershi po
against such misleading settlement tormulas. Capitalist Europe s motive
in causing such confusion is 10 facilitate the liquidation of the Palestinian
cause and revolution, regardless of the formula whereby this finally
OCCurs.

In the long run, the European formula will be advanced for actual
application in case of the failure of the ‘autonomy’ and ‘Palestinian-Jorda-
nian state’ formulas. When the time comes to activate the European for-
mula, the Palestinian revolution will no doubt face a more complicated and
dangerous situation. The possibility of capitalist Europe's formula being
presented for actual application is not hypothetical. Today the ‘autonomy’
formula faces a veritable impasse, as broad sections of the Zionists admit.
The 'United Arab Kingdom' confederation formula is mora dangerous and
more likely to materialize than the ‘autonomy' formula. Yetthe Palestinian
revolution's achievements on the-intemational level provide the condi-
tions for defeating it.

Furthermore, the Palestinian sector involved in the ‘autonomy’ for-
mula will remain relatively limited in size arid unable to present itself as

repreésentative of the Palestinian majority. Hence, the success of the -

Palestinian revolution in foiling ‘autonomy’ and later the confederation for-
mula, would quickly bring the European formula to the fore as more than
just a maneuver. Itis important to bear in mind that the official US position
is not based on categorical refusal to recognize the PLO; rather US recog-
“nitian of the PLO is hinged on the latter recognizing the Zionist entity. Thus
the battle we assume is not hypothatical. Rather we define all the settle-
ment formulas which our revolution will face in the next few years.
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The @éabd_isp‘arity_ in Lh balance of forces, resulting from Sadal'_s
treachery, encouraged the EZfonisl entity and US imperialism to adhere to
direct, all-out formulas for liquidating the Palestinian cause. Imperialism
and the Zionist erttity will kéep trying to impose these formulas, yet things
will not remain:static. If the balance of forces-shifts in favor of the Palesti-
nian revolution andl’ the natio 'as liberation movement, US imperialism will
find the European formula a%ropriale and preferable for aborting Pales-

Jinian and Arab steadfastness. In this case, we will face a more dangerous™

-and complicated situati r-the-Palestiniarrbourgeoisie still holds an in- /

fluential position in the PLO léadership. Scientific analysis and the experi-
__Qm:a.ouhé«remlmi_quh_oggm@isugh a bourgeois leadership will be reaj!;f

Jo strike a deal with-Arab-reaction.and imperialism whqﬁ"ﬁe‘f i:",[i‘ﬁﬁ_’sf fhe 3

wgpportunity to i inter sts. .

umerous intefnational éxamples show thatimperialism will try at the
outset to hit any national liberation movement and liquidate it once and ft_':r
all. Inthe:case i'rnpe'_’riélisrn fails, it resorts to bargaining with the bourgeo_l;
forces within the national liberation movement, in order to strike a deal that
insures the int'eresfs of imperialism and the (local) bourgeoisie, at the
expense.otthe masses. | . _ o

) Obviously, this!law also japplies to the Palestinian revolution if the
democratic and revdlutionary orces are notin a position to foil such deals.
Certainly, the Palestinian bourgeoisie differs from the bourgeoisie which
holds power in some Arab countries. Due to the nature of the settler col-
onialism which took control'of Palestine and intends to make its control
permanent, the:Palestinian hational bourgeoisie will find it very difficult to
bargain and reach aisettiement. Furthermore, the fact that the Palestinian,

~ bourgeoisie does notHold state power in this phase makes it less suscep-
tible to deviating; from‘the nla onal struggle than the ruling bourgeoisie.
More important, the [a‘mned I?allestinian masses compound the difficulties
of the bargaining process, as do the democratic and revolutionary forces
thatcan act to in‘fluer;tce the qv rall course of the struggle. Allthese faf;tors
make bargaining and entering a settlement, at the expense of the national
cause, a very; complicated |and difficult affair for the Palestinian
bourgeoisie. This does not preclude the above-mentioned law, but makes
its application anm% Palestinian cause more complicated and ditficult.
than has been the case with some other national liberation movements. i
__‘FT%Hejectil‘Qﬁ Front w"a% a battie against the settlement trend and

{"the settlement line which was pursue/d_by the PLO leadership after the

October War, and supported by someg revolutionary democratic forces. A |
\w |
i

f

~ national siuggle, 816,

similar battle was waged by the Rejection Front and other Palestinian
organizations against the PLO leadership’s policies following Sadat's visit
to Jerusalem. To us, these battles were not fabricated or imaginary. They
were designed to prevent the Palestinian bourgeoisie from striking a deal
with imperialism and reaction, atthe expense of the just, strategic goals of
the Palestinian revolution. Undoubtedly, the Western European activities
present a fresh temptation for the Palestinian bourgeoisie, since they offer
some gains to insure bourgeois interests,

Obviously, the Palestinian bourgeoisie rejects Camp David becauge -
it does not offer any gains. It is more likely that this bourgeoisie will deal
with the ‘Jordanian-Palestinian Kingdom', since it offers the bourgeoisie a
share of the power and market. This would converge with the European
initiative which tempts the bourgeoisie to strike a deal with imperialism,
Zionism and reaction. This makes the battle very difficult and complicated
Our battle against ‘autonomy’ was against a handful of agents whose
interests are linked to the continuation of the occupation. Our battle
against the ‘United Kingdom' will be against a broad section of the Pales-
tinian bourgeoisie who will find in this formula an offer on which they can
rely in accepting such a deal.

Of course, we d the Palestini rgeoisie to acknow-
ledge the real moﬁveWﬁ%_ﬁd‘ sts that encourage it to strike such a deal: -

__The bourgeoisie will mask its bargaining with slogans such as: struggle in
stages, the importance of diplomatic-flexibility, winning the broadest pos-

" sible support for the Palestinian cause, the need 1o stop verbal rejection,

~_the negative effects 6 always saying 'no’ in the history of the Palestinian”

“Qur position on confronting this formula _
1) Firmly and clearly rejecting the European initiatives. Exposing their
essence, ulterior motives, goals and negative effects. Mobilizing the mas-
ses to reject and challenge these attempts. Generating mass pressure on
the Palestinian right, in order to hinder it from pursuing this line.

2) Engaging in highly effective activity with Arab nationalist, progressive
and democratic forces in order to articulate our position on the European
initiative, and warn them from giving space for the return of the settlement
illusion to the Palestinian-arena. Asking these forces to take a clear posi-
tion on these attempts, '

8) Engaging in activities with our international allies along the samelines.
4) The central link in foiling the European formula for a settlement is
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* this formula by struggling f

“ sions-of 2 setlerpent ha
" This enabled the revoluf

1 |

3 [
strengthening the, po_sitiorh of the democratic anq _reyqlutuo_r_wary force:s_‘_ in:
the revolution and the PLO/ so that the boirgeoisie will be in no position
to geal with 1S formula.

“~The danger of this formula does not stem from the fact that @:s\

advanced by imperialist |ELropean states that intend to play a I‘O|B;ln.)
imposing imperialist, Ziorjist and reactionary hegemony. The realdanger.
is if the PLO or any Paleslinian party deals with such a formula Here lies
the importanice of the d ocratic and revolutionary forces, conironting
Srmu ' r implementation of the program of the 14th
iil be a decisive factor in foiling this formula.
PNG was put forward at the time when all iflu-
vaporated and its danger had become cléar.
ry forces to put an end to' the attempts to
tamper with the iriterim go |. The Palestinian bourgeoisie wanted to‘tqke
advantage of this goal td trike a deal at the expense _ql the Palestinian
masses. In contrast, the dI mocralic forces regarq t_ha interim goal_-a:s‘ a
basis for not neg‘otiatind, fecognizing or recc_:nc_ihatmg'(wlth th_e mest
enemy). This coi_'n'étiluiec‘g the basis for .establlshul\g :nataonal ump{. since
settling the Palestinian cause (through such negotiations, recognition and

PNC. Such confrontation \
The political &tggg{a_m of thi

"reconciliation) wéuld lead to the repartition of our people and national soil,

and squander the'national cause. . st
The organizational program of the 14th PNC established principles

for oollactiv_é-i‘ieq%’sion-m ing, ensuring the participation ofall lhg organi-
zations of the Pal@stiniar revolution. This will allow the democratic forces,
in their struggle, to observe the articles of the program and put them into
action 10.the full, As a resutt, the PLO leadership will have to reject and
challenge the:European rale.
|hgg; : ‘rap wical and organizational program of the 14th PNC
nstituted:a clear.gain for the democratic forces in the Palestinian arena.
ik uarty 30, be use this session was heid at a time when those

. Thisis particularly s, beca
who wep?a'ﬂﬂqgiﬁr;ﬁ'iﬁn-a ement wera in desperate shape, while there
was a relative g o weight of the democratic forces within the
BLO. This situation insured the mobilization of the Palestinian revolution’s
forces for meating the requirements of the political situation which fol-
lowed the sianirig of the|Camp David accords. The struggle for obsenving
and im . the. palitical and anizational program of the 14th

PNC will notienly insure the: '
/4 on‘sabilitytoadﬂevethemrrentpo{‘rﬁcaltasks.

' jale for developing the political program olf the
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PNC, to articulate a decisive position against the *Jordanian-Palestinian
Kingdom' and any formula prepared by the Western European countries.
However, if we fail to have the PLO leadership take an explicit position on
these two formulas, we will face the task of enforcing the principles and
parameters of the political program related to interim goals. These goals
have to be tied to the goal of liberating all of Palestine, and establishing a
popular democratic state.

Following are the clauses of the imperialist-Zionist-reactionary
scheme for liquidating the Palestinian cause after Sadat's treachery
created helpful conditions for achieving this: '

(1) liquidating Palestinian armed presence in Lebanon;

(2) imposing the ‘autonomy’' project; L

(3) liquidating the Palestinian national cause through the ‘Jordanian-
Palestinian Kingdom'; '

(4) capitalist Europe's projects for liquidating the Palestinian cause.

Though the European activities do not yetinclude an explicit formula,
this does not nullify the general title of the stage that ensued the signing
of the Camp David accords, as that of liquidating the Palestinian cause
and revolution,

Our tasks in confronting this scheme are defined as follows: (1) pro-
tecting the revolution in Lebanon and defending all its accomplishments at
all costs: (2) struggling to foil the ‘autonomy’ conspiracy; (3) striving to foil
the ‘Jordanian-Palestinian Kingdom' project; (4) striving to foil the Euro-
pean imperialists' projects for liquidating the Palestinian cause and
revolution: (5) struggling for implementation of the political and organiza-
tional program of tha 14th session of the PNC, in order to create a
framework for Palestinian national unity. This framework has {o be suita-
ble for the nature of the stage of struggle, unifying all the revolution’s
forces to accomplish the current political tasks. -

Obviously, our ability to achieve these tasks hinges on the extent to
which we succeed in living up to our ideological, organizational, mass
organizational and military programs. This will snable us to elevate our
own subjective forces to such a level that we can effectively and success-
fully achieve our political tasks. The revolution's steadfastness in Leba-
non, in spite of six years of constant, complicated intrigues to wipe it out,
and the impasse which the ‘autonomy’ conspiracy encountered as a
result of our people's struggle, tangibly prove that we possess the quality
of steadfastness. This makes us even more responsible for maintaining
the state of steadfastness. .
- - - 189




elying o .-'his steL astness, we will be able to work on a fresh set
ot tasks thatwill provid the objective and subjective conditions for liberat-
'ingour land. Then, we Ihrely on the liberated territory to continue the pro-

-cess_p.{p_urgmg_&alestang of Zionism and its aggressive entity. The!final/

goal will bethe‘gstablishment of a popular democratic Palestinian state in e in;

the whole of Palastme !

*In 1962, government smﬁs&l:.s indicated that 4% of the population recelved one-third of the
* nagional hconn o

Chapter 2

Issues and Tasks Crystallized by
the Course of the Revolution

First: The necessity of creating supportive operational
bases for the Patestinian revolution

More than sixteen years have elapsed since the launching of the
armed Palestinian revolution against the Zionist entity, for liberating
Palestine. During this period, our Palestinian: masses have offered tre-
mendous sacrifices. Certainly, during this pedod the revolution made a
set of fundamental accomplishments. Today, the Palestinian cause is
among the vanguard national liberation movements internationally.
Thanks to the revolution, the uprooted and dispersed Palestinian people,
living on ration cards, have changed into a revolutionary people. They
have asserted their national identity, just cause and right to life and inde- .

. pendence before the intemational community and public opinion that had

almost forgotten their existence as a resuit of Zionist propaganda, the Jor-
danian regime’s annexation and absorption, and the official Arab policy of
surrender,
Today, the Palestinian cause constitutes the core of the conflict in the

area. Nmﬂﬁlﬂnwb@emhfmmmwcaum

the Zionist enemy worry and confusion, and inflicts a certain level of
casualties. The Palestinian revolution constitutes a real- stumbling. block
for the imperialist plans for the area. The presence of the Palestinian
Tevolution on territory ad| nlngPaies‘hneexposoatl'hemadweryand
!lrnpolanoe of Arab reaction, and revolutionizes the mass movement in.
‘these countries and throughoutthe Arab region, Palestinian armed strug-
gle, sacrifices and martwdom are a primary cause of all these.
accomplishments,
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.- Yetuntil now, the revelht n did not liberate any Palestinian land, This
impels us to take a retro rgze look, carefully and incisively studying the
course of the revolution in drder to find out how to improve its conditions.
This aims.at enabling the revolution to move into a broader, all-out military
confrontation with the Zionist entity, and start the actual process of liberat-
ing Palestinian land. | .
‘Currently, the Palestinian revolution combats the Zionist enemy
~along two fundamental lines. First is the political and military struggle of
our people inside Palesting.| Second is the military action against the
Zionist entity carried out by the forces of the Palestinian revolution across
the Arab frontiers. The latter is currently limited to fighting across the
Lebanesae frontier. '

This is the current picture of the nature and level of the military con-
frontation between the Palestinian revolution and the Zionist enemy. Itis
common sense that smﬁrﬁg [any political victory is connected with the
military conflict and its outcome. With the current level of military confron-
tation, is it possible to libsrate a portion of Palestinian land and force the

enernylomllmnuncouwdﬂionalry,sothatwacantﬁggermepmcqssof .

liberating all of Palestine? it is now clear that the past few years' military
confrontation has not reached a level whereby Palestinian land can be lib-

erated. This does not diminish the positive results obtained from this con-

frontation. Nonetheless, it is incumbent on the revolution's leadership to
map-out a new strategy, tq" reak the cycle in which the revolution has
remained in the/past few years.  ~
(How can we get out of this cycle? How can we resolve this problem
ftfa-_uljspléaﬁy seen by our mhﬁses? How can we open new horizons forthe
/ravoh.ﬁiun? How can we raise
 begin the process of actually liberating Palestinian land? s that feasible
isolely thmugh‘ﬁuaf‘rtaﬁvelyii proving the conditions of the Palestinian
 revolution, i.e., by initiating ajserious, perseverent struggle that focuses
“on the Palestinian subjective factor? ‘

Doubtlessly, there are tremendous opportunities and much to 'be™

done to substantially improve the revolution’s subjective conditions. Also,
it Is incumbent on the revolution to map out and practice a set of ideologi-
cal, organizational, mass and political programs to consolidate the struc-
ture-of the revolution's organizations, and the cooperation and unity
among thém. This would be conducive to enhancing the mobilization of
the Palestinian people’s potentials. There is aiso no doubt that enhancing
the revolution's conditions on all these levels will increase our military
: . | :
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»ithe level of military.confrontation in.order to.

effectiveness against the Zionist enemy.inside Palestine and across the
Arab frontiers. These are necessary duties to be implemented resolutely,
but still the question remains: Assuming that the objective conditions
remain the same on the Arab level, can the.Palestinian revolution engage
in broader, more effective military confrontation, solely through enhancing
its subjective conditions, as a prerequisite for embarking on the process
of liberating Palestinian land?

Having enhanced the subjective conditions of the Palestinian revolu-
tion outside Palestine, to induce more comprehensive mobilization and
increase our combative efficacy across the Arab borders, we wil
encounter a set of difficulties. We will encounter the enemy's complicated
and extensive preventive measures to protect its border. Wa will run into
the Arab regimes' measures to prevent the revolution from practicing its
right to fight across their borders, on the pretext of not giving the enemy
any excuse to attack their countries. The revolution collides with the Arab
regimes who aim at completely wiping out the revolution. This occurred in
Jordan and is currently underway in Lebanon, As the Palestinian revolu-
tion fights the Zionist enemy, it gets stabbed from the rear and is forced to
Wage a batilé to defend its very existence; this reduces its capacity for

“confronfing the Zionist enemy. It is known that the Palestinian revolutio

has offered more martyrs and sactifices defending itself against the Arab
regimes than on the land of Palestine. Is this a secondary factor in asses-
sing the course of the revolution and its accomplishments, in understand-
ing the clrrent level of military confrontation and mapping out a strategy
for escalating the confrontation to a degree that enables the process of
liberating Palestinian land?

As, for fighting the Zionist enemy-and escalating the military confron-
tation inside Palestine, there is doubtlessly plenty of room for enhancing
the revolution's subjective conditions, taking advantage of the lessons
gleaned from our rich experience in the security, organizational, political
and military fields. Learning from all these lessons, in addition to waging
an ideological, organizational and political struggle for enhancing the
Palestinian revolution's subjective conditions inside Palestine, will cer-
tainly have important positive implications. Among other things, this will
lead to reinforcing the revolution's accomplishments and further crystalliz-
ing the Palestinian people's national identity in the intemnational arena; it
will confuse and infiict losses on the enemy, and foil its liquidationist pro-
jects. Yet, can we in this way force the Zionist enemy to withdraw from por-
tions of Palestinian land, liberating them in the real sense of the word?
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ating a portion of Palestinian land through the struggle inside
g’a:]ebste:rne??n atf:jrqptlng t jeve this goal today, we will encounter tht:
‘advanced state of-the Zi qn st settler-colonial process: The number. of
Zionist settlers: surpasses million; the Zionists have full control of all
Palestine; they poésass ilitary machine designed as imperialism’s
primary military base for ent aanchlng its hegemony not only in Palestine,
f the Arab region.
e ir}:ala:alhg[;ﬁ:an revolmli.;r?l s predicament, as substantiated by six-
teen years of éoncrete axperience, is objectively connected to the status
quo on the Arab level and thi Arab regimes surrounding Palestine in par-
ticular. In other words the Palestinian revolution is connected with t
Arab national liberation movement and its status in the countries sur-
rounding Palestrneain particular. Itis here that we must begin looking for a
solution to theicycle the Palestinian revolut:qn has been caught in for _th;a
past few years. We!muste hance the revolution's aoc:ompl_isi:nments,.f(og:
enforcmg the Palestinian national identity and cause on tpe internation »
level, to rallyiig the' Palestinian masses around their just cause an
reslonng their sense of tho:r own existence, dignity ar!d nght,tp a holm?-
land and sovera:gnty Yet we must still move to the point of _belng able to
begin the liberation of Palestinian land. In the light of the scope and nature
of Zionist colonial’ policy, 1t e Palestinian revolution needs supportive
operational bases surrounding Palestine. These bases would provide the
revolution with mzfeograﬁ ¢ and demographic depth needed in a prot-
against the enemy. ‘ '
o pﬁoglI::I;:tm rgevolTn on should be aware of its particular role in

Fati T’eﬂéshn(ﬁn fand
:asoursgs wnh the Arab ses' potentials, especially in the countries

surrounding Paleshna By E doing, we will_eliminate a colony and

gg[on
e built up to to secure the eri@my’s control in the whole
1n1penalfst o bu' e rations solely-on the-basis of" theoretical

ian revolution's experience, over the past
; tTn wretchedness of the slogan of non-interfer-
airs of the Arab countries; it has shown the limita-

']tional struggle in isolation of a pan-Arab

fr Sy Whlltmehpéﬁbnce }a Palestimannatronal stmgggg »GSpeeiaI)

Inth'éposl -1948 period, sho wed the fallacyof completely merging into the

o i i !
Wﬂh the eondchons prL iling on the Arab level, can we set the goal

;Lo the same extent, it-has to combine all its -,

pan-Arab framework the e)q:enancs of tho armed Palestinian revolution .

< Y N Y E———

over the past few years has demonstraled the faJlacy of isolation fromthe
Arab nationalist struggle. The accumulation of militant experience has
further clarified the interrelation between our national struggle and the
pan-Arab struggle, and the nature of the orgamzanonal and political for-
mulas which match this interrelation. . - ‘

After 1948, the majority of the Palestinian people were relegated to
the Jordanian entity; the Arab regimes were held responsible for the loss
of Palestine. At that time, the Palestinian people generally devoted their
sfforts to fighting the Jordanian regime and the prevailing conditions in the
Arab arena, in order to induce change that would pave the way for liberat-
ing Palestine. Some groups worked to resist attempts at resettiement and
dissalving the Palestinian national identity, but the struggle of the majority
of the Palestinian people was devoted to raising slogans for Arab unity
and waging a general pan-Arab struggle in order to pave the way for liber-
ation. Nasserism was on the rise; high hopes were attached to pan-Arab
causes, especially the Palestinian cause; our people were oriented
toward totally merging the Palestinian national movement with the Arab
national moevement.

This state of affa|rs continued until 1961. Then, under the impact of
Syria's withdrawal from the United Arab Republic, and the triumph of the
Algerian revolution based on the Algerian people's armed stmggle Pales-
tinian vanguards began to reassert their particular role in resisting the
Zionist occupation of Palestine. This was the precursor of a new Palesti-
nian national orientation, though it remained closely connected with the
strategy of the United Arab Republic (Egypt) and its readiness towage the
liberation battle. Following the 1967 defeal and the dashing of the hopes
and.illusions . attached to Nasserism's role in liberating Palestine, the:
Palestinian struggle was strongly reoriented towards Palestinian
nationalism and generally confined itself to this framework. Con-
sequently, the predicament of the Palestinian national struggle began to

- emerge, namely, its impotence to launch the liberation process alone.

This facthas been substantlated by the revolution's experience ever since
1967.

. Thecourse of the Palestinian struggle as we have briefly reviewed in
the hght of our experience, points to a set of basic principles goveming the
relationship between the Paleshnran national struggle and the pan-Arab

.struggle:
"1)Entrenching the Palestinian national identity is an Inevitable necessity.

We must preserve the Palestinian national movement as a contingent in
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its own’ right wiir;in the Arab rla ional liberation movement. Under no cir-

cumstanices should it be absent or absorbed Into the general pan-Arab

work.

2)The central role of the Palestinian national liberation movementis fight- |

ing the Zionist enemy and its settier entity. In this sphere, the Palestinian
liberation movement plays a special vanguard role.

3)At the same time, the task of liberating Palestine is a pan-Arab task !

which falls to all Arabirevolutiorjary contingents. .

4)lt is necessary to forge militant organizational relations betw.een the
Palestinian revolution and the Arab liberation 'movament s contingents;
particularly in the countries su unding Palestine.

i i i ork through which
5)This: organizational relat!or’li ill provide the framew ] ch,
the Palestinian.revolation can garticipate in reviving the Arab national lib~

eration movement and create the objective conditions needed on the Arab

level as-a prelude to liberating Palestine. By the same token, the Arab .

national liberation movementwill have the chance to contribute to the bat-
i Palestine.
:‘:;li?;r:t“:ea;akzr\?ill reflect the parj-Arab aspect of the Iitl:::;fation battle as well
he special vanguard role ofjthe Palestinian revolution.
:?mm wr‘rttne?n irf the Ardb section of this report, on the thesis of
united Arab revolutionary work and a progressive Arab nationalist front,
will determine this relationship and its horizons in the light of the condi-
tions of the revolutionary, progressive and nationalist forces at each
phase of their struggle. | .
It is essential to define the relationship between the Palestinian
fevolution and the Arab national liboration movement, since supportive
operational bases ata-direr* eeded and cannot be postponed indefi-
nitely. The Palestinian revolution cannot adopt a wait-and-see attitude. It
must bring about such bases itseff. ; _

-~ If the Palestinian revolult:on is to be capable of finding such suppor-
tive operational beses, it should not become a substitute for the national
liberation movementin Egypt or Lebanon, for instance. It is incumbent on
the Palestinian revolittion to contribute to the revolutionary process which
wouldimake all the.countries surrounding Palestine become supportive

operational bases. This is the| only way to begin the liberation process.
The revolution can contribute fo this. by virtue of its political positions, by |
building relations with the Aral

common militant 'prjogrs.msd-_
cooperation and solidarity. !
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revolutionary contingents, developing
them and being serious in practicing

organizational framework and resulting

The revolution's ability to remain steadfast, and to move to the level
of starting the liberation process, is contingent upon having such suppor-
tive operational bases. They will provide the Palestinian revolution and
Arab national nbemmha—dﬁo&aﬁﬁ

—depth, conducive to escalating_the. military_confrontation against the
' “Zionist entity to a qualitatively new level, from querrilla warfare to a popu-
[a¥ libaration war e
e particularity of the PFLP's viewpoint is that liberating any portion
~of Palestinian land, as a step towards liberating all of Palestine, presup-
Yhoses the availability of supportive operational bases to enable thex
revolution fo seize portions of Palestinian land from the clutches of the”

Zionist military establishment. This will be the starting point for the libera-
tion of all Palestinian land.

mmwmuww
'supportive gperational basa for the libaration of Palastine, requires.radical
] thet E e regimeXWhen reactionary or bourgeois forcesf;
he reins of power, they will be hostile to the revolution and put restric-
| tions on it, due to their alliance with the enemy or their impotence to con-
front it Such a bourgeois-dominated government will restrain the revolu-
tion's ‘growth. Often, this sort of government paralyzes the revolution's |
ability to fight the Zionist enemy, and works to liquidate the revolution. In '
order to reverse this situation, the revolutionary classes (the workers and
their allies in the middle and petit bourgeoisie) should Induce a change in
the regime. In other words, in order to tum the surrounding countries intg_
supportive operational bases for the Palestinian revolution, popular,’
democratic regimes should be established, oriented toward bringing!
about the tasks of the natiorial democratic revolution. = :
"Toppling the reactionary and bourgeois regimes is the task of the
masses of the country involved in the process of change. Clearly, the role
of the Palestinian revolution should be supplementary. This general prin-
ciple applies unequivocally to a country such as Egypt where there are
only some thousands of Palestinians among 40 million Egyptians. It
applies, with minor modifications, to the rest of the countries adjacent to
Palestine, except Jordan which has its own special features.

Second: The particularimportance of Jordan as a sup-
portive operational base for the Palestinian revolution

- Transforming Jordan into a supportive operational base for liberating
Palestine requires that the masses of Jordan initiate the process of
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revolutionary change. Who are the masses of Jordan? The answer to this
question de'tar?'nlnes the particularity of the Jordanian arena for the Pales-
ot icularity of the revolution's role in the process of
_ the ity of such a base in providing the prerequisites
fof the Palestinians’ vanguard role in liberating Palestine, within the pan-
Arab framework of the|battle. !
The masses of Jordan should primarily be active in carrying out their
national tasksiby fighting against the Zionist enemy. Consequently, the
Jordaniam; rqgi;ne's aggressive measures should not paralyze them. On

2B

: th.e'éon“tra'r,y,' this should serve as an.incentive for stepping up activitlles in

order to take the advanc position in the conflict with the enemy. -|

Jordan stands out from other Arab countries. The Palestinian com-
munity has considerable weight in Jordan. Palestinians are well integ-
rated, politically and nomically, in the mainstream of society; certain
sections of the:right-wing bourgeoisie are Palestinian. There are also the
workers, peasants, soldiérs and revolutionary intellectuals. Nevertheless,
the main particularity of the Jordanian arena is that the Palestinians have
lived side by side with the Jordanian people throughout the past thirty
years; there is thus a unjty of social relations. As long as the Jordanian
regime is preserved, it will continue to function as an imperialist servantin
dissipating theinational identity of the Palestinian people and threatening
the class and pational interests of the masses. Therefore, all workers,
peasarits, toilers, the natjonal petit and middle bourgeoisié, bear respon-
sibility for waging.a cominon militant struggle to create a front and com-
mon prograr fagrthesik of inducing national democratic change.

. Hench, Inducing such a change is incumbent on the masses, Palesti-
nian and Jordaniari, with feal interests in the revolution. The next question
is who is\qégpéq';‘j.ible forl organizing and mobilizing all the Palestinians,
i those r1. Is this not a Palestinian undertaking? The Jor-

Decame fanian citizens; that the Palestinian revolution is in
charge of the other Palestinian communities, not the one in Jordan. Is the
Palestiniari revolution to accept the Jordanian regime's line of reasoning?

e stinians in Jordan constitute the bulk of the Palestinian people. Is
the Paleslmi'an,;_r‘avolutipq willing to let such a big portion of our people be

D
L .

isofated from pélifficipating in our national cause?
\ |

The Palestinian reyvglution is in charge of organizing and mobilizing
all the Palestinian masses, regardless of their whereabouts. Itis crucial to
mobilize the Palestinian imasses in Jordan, due to their position in the
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social and economic system. The Palestinian and Jordanian masses are
responsible for the process of change. Establishing a national democratic
regime is a joint militant task for the Palestinian revolution and the Jorda-
nian national movement, on the basis of a united national front and an
advanced organizational and militant formula.

This is the particularity of Jordan for the Palestinian revolution, as
compared to all other arenas, including the other Arab states surrounding
Palestine. The Palestinian revolution has a supplementary role in indu-
cing the process of revolutionary change in these countries, but in Jordan
it has to be a major partner.

Revolutionary change in Jordan, through the Palestinian revolution's
alliance with the Jordanian national movement, means realizing a set of
major goals, placing the Palestinian revolution at the threshold of a new
era in its struggle against the Zionist enemy. A reactionary regime will

have been eliminated, the regime which played a major role in aborting.

the Palestinian struggle in 1936, 1948-9, 1970-1, and up to the present.
On the other hand, revolutionary change in Jordan will lead to mobilizing
the potentials of a broad section of our people in Jordan for the national
struggle. It will also provide the Palestinian revolution with a supportive
operational base on which it can rely to consolidate its steadfastness, as
a prerequisite for embarking on the liberation of Palestinian land. The
importance of such a base is not only seenin the long border between Jor-
dan and Palestine, enabling extensive contact with our masses in Pales-
tine. Such a base will also provide the revolution with material pan-Arab
depth, whereby the revolution can assume its vanguard role in liberating

Palestine.
"~ Stressing the importance of the Jordanian arena does not stem from

the fact that it has the best geographical and demographical conditions.
Obviously, Egypt and Syria have an edge over Jordan in this respect;
Egypt has the potential for playing an important role, should a popular
democratic regime be established, and liberating Palestine become top
priority in its Arab nationalist program. Nor ‘does our emphasis mean that
Jordan is the most vulnerable link, where the Arab revolutionary forces
can take power first. It is not possible to accurately predict the sequence
of the revolutionary process in thg Arab countries surrounding Palestine;
nor can we predict the magnitude of the role which future popular demo-
cratic regimes would play in the liberation war, or how roles would be
assigned to each country within the framework of the pan-Arab war,

Our emphasis on the Jordanian link stems from the Palestinian
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revolution's' direct _involverfnqm in establishing a popular democrat_ig\
regime there, This would hélv = a direct impact on lh:e Iiberatic_ntl process, |
brovided that the new regime does not take a position of waiting for the.~
other Arab countries to achigye liberationiThe newly established populat
yegime should not limit itselfta the Tocal struggle, since this would notopen
Jup new horizons for liberation, due to the complication of the battle and the

size.of the enemy camp.

= b
The inability of the Palestinian revolution to liberate any portion 6f )
* Palestinian land after sixxaénlyears of armed struggle, and the inordinate

~sacrifices made, obligates
" analyze it and recommend

the revolution to study this predicament,
remedies. Otherwise, the revolution will con-

tinue in a vicious cycle which fuels capitulation and despair, seeking any

i

kind of settiement and !aliirjg‘prey to illusions, traps and political maneuy"

ers. . - Z
The solution proposed

y the PFLP calls for steadfastness in con

fronting the liquidationist schemes, and transforming Jordan into a sup-

portive operationalbase.

is base will in turn serve to consolidate stead-

fastness-and create objective conditions in the Arab arena for escalating
the military confrontation against the Zionist enemy, moving f_rom dgfal?-
sive, guerilla warl:are toa pbpu!ar liberation war, as the starting point in

; ! ;

‘the liberation process.

1

Third: The thesis of fiberating Palestine in stages; the

interim goal of the P

estinlan struggle

In this report;we are copducting a general review of the course of the
armed Palestinian revolutie- ,in order to draw lassons and accy‘rg_telypin-
point the current tasks. The tasks are closely connected with the short-
term goals of the strtiggle; along the path of liberating all of Palestine. Dur-

ing. this course, Various

heses have evolved: the thesis of liberating

Palestine in stages, and thel interim goal of the Palestinian revolution; the

_necessity of creating new

jective conditions in the countries surround-

ing Palestine,"and the pal'tiEularity of Jordan as a supportive operational
by et £ ,

base.

.._.-.Seriuus,,goniq:sjon aé:cornpanied the thesis of interim stages in the

struggle. There were clear, tangible signs that the Arab and Palestinian
bourgeoaisie might exploitisuch a thesis asa cover-up for finding a formula

- ‘for permanent peaceful
bourgsoisie would absolve

coexistence with the Zionist entity. Thus; the

ftself of responsibility for liberating all of Pales-

tine and instgad arrange|its alliance with interational capitalism. Hencs,

it was essential for us to take a clear position on this thesis in order to pre- |
vent the Arab and Palestinian bourgeoisie from veering towards capitula-
tion under the cover of interim goals. At the same time, we have to scien-
tifically define the thesis of interim stages and goals for ourselves and the
masses, so that this concept guides us in leading the struggre. This con-
cept will help us to understand the various stages of the contlict, the pre-
requisites for each stage and how each should complement, not abort, the
one to follow.

Before the defeat of the Palestinian resistance in Jordan, the thesis
of the interim goal was not advocated by any of the Palestinian revolu-
tion's contingents. In the 11th session of the PNC, the thesis of the
«Palestinian state=, on which some enemy circles were betting, was
termed an imperialist conspiracy to be fought and defeated. After the
October War, some Arab and Palestinian parties concretely asserted this
formula in the Palestinian arena. Why, then, did the PFLP object to this
proposition and what was the nature of our objection? Did we object to the
principle of interim stages and goals in the struggle? What is our concep-
tion of interim stages and goals? What s our interim slogan? What are the

. prerequisites for achieving this slogan? What are the conditions on which

the revolutionary forces can rely for making this slogan further the libera-
tion process rather than being used as a cover-up for the capitulationist
bourgeois forces to abort the strategic goal?

The PFLP rejected the political program of the 12th session of the
PNC. It was the first official Palestinian document that dropped the phrase
of «no negotiations» with the Zionist enemy. What were the reasons for
our position? '

1. The timing of the program: The political program was put forward
when there was a serious, ongoing attempt to settle the Arab-Zionist con-
flict on the basis of Security Council resolution 242, entrenching the legiti-
macy of the Zionist entity. It was evident that Arab reaction and a section
of the Palestinian bourgeoisie were ready to settle the conflict on this
basis. It was also clear that the «peacen referredtowasa serious one with
a good chance of being implemented, unlike the periods preceding the
October War. At the same time, it was evident that the balance of forces
was highly conducive to an imperialist-Zionist-reactionary settlement.
This settiement posed a threat to the Arab nation. The «nationalist interim
settlement», which some parties talked about, is no more than an illusion
and wishful bourgeois thinking.

2. We refused the ten-point program about which the Palestinian
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’ boungamsia got so enlhusg ticin the 12th session of the PNC. Inthelalks
that preceded the- convening of the 12th PNC, the PFLP supported the
Idea of an _lntedmjgohtlcal program for the national cause. Thus, we would
avoid being iﬁ'té'mahonallx isolated and defeated at the hands of the Arab
bourgeoisie and reaction.! However, following these preliminary talks, the
discussions during the PNGC session and the program adopted at the end
showed that the Palestrmanibourgeonsw was ready to make strategic con-
cessions. These concessions were intended to be a foothold whereby the
‘Palestinian bourgeorsia Jght negotiate with the Zionist enemy and
graduaily recognize its existence in return for establishing a Palestinian
s!ala in the a7 tn and West Bank, The Palestinian bourgeocisie, along |

ith & ropped the phrase of «no negotiations» with /
orrtHeIT Brogram., intending to leave the door-open for negoti-

ey Insisted that & reason for rejecting resolution 242 is that it

treats the Pale&ﬁnian cause as orie of refugees. They showed readunass

to accapt the resojuﬂon if it was amended or replaced by a resolution rec-
ognizing the Palestinian cause as the cause of a people with the right

self-determination. ‘Such! amendment, however, would preserve the

esserice of the resolution {vhuch confirms the legitimacy of the Ziontst

entity. The main raason for 9 PFLP's rajectloq of the ten-point pmgram
: | CONCessions. .. ——

Palestlnran rihht and soma eftist elements intended to employ the prog-
ram as an approhm for| e tering the settlement, They were deluding
.themselves that fhey cou get their share in the settlement, and gain
mass aecaptﬁnceifor the rdgram The statements made, and the flurry of
political activities following the PNC session, were clear indications of the
goal of the progrém and the reason behind the enthusiasm of its advo-
cates. *
It was clear from the|start that the PFLP's rejection of the ten- -point
program was notta rej $ of the idea of interim stages and goals in
liberating all of Palestine. Nor was it a rejection of the Leninist principles
of tactics and compromise in which working class parties should be ver-
sed in ordér to.attain their final revolutionary ends. The PFLP re;emed a
program of clearty articulated clauses, which was accompanied by well-
défined actMties‘The Paléstinian right:tried to take advantageof the-
to legitimize its own activities. The PFLP's
pa:ticu.ar ooncepﬂon of mta m stages and goa!s tactics and compromise

&

3

rav{ewing our positions, declarations, internal documants the subjects of
our central organ, and the:statements made by our leaders and their
speeches in PNC sessions.

Events have substantiated the validity and sQundness of our concep-
tion as opposed to the conception of those who intended to employ «in-
terim goals», «tactics» and «compromisas» as a cover-up for striking a
deal with imperialism, reaction and Zionism, based on recognizing the
Zionist entity in return for a Palestinian state on a portion of the Palestinian
land.

The unifying clauses of the Tripoli Document are unequivocal evi-
dence, decisively refuting any debate in the Palestinian arena and among
the revolution's contingents, about the real position of the PFLP on the
theses of that period. The document showed the true nature of the former
dispute concemning the subject of stages and interim goals. The Tripoli
Document provided a fresh opportunity for the unification of the resistance
contingents after their political division into two opposing fronts, which
lasted from 1973 to 1977.

The clauses of the unifying Tripoli Document were crystal clear. They
provided remedies forthe disputes which had prevailed at the 12th and
13th sessions of the PNC. This led to unification of the Palestinian position
after four years of bitter disputes and the existence of two opposing lines.
In light of the mportance of the Tripoli Document, we repeat its main
points:

1) We struggie for establishing a progressive Arab front which is
antagonistic to all the capitulationist solutions of imperialism, Zionism and
reaction, including its Arab agents.

- 2) Wa reaffirm our rejection of UN Secuﬂty Council resolutions 242
and 338.

3) We strass our rejection of all international conferences which are
based on the two aforementioned UN Security Council resolutions.

4) We reaffirm our right to struggle for attaining the legitimate rights
of the Palestinian people: their right to return and exercise self-determina-
tion In their homeland, including the establishment of their own Palesti-
nian state on any portion of Palestinian land liberated in this phase. The
document categorically rejected the idea of recognition, reconciliation or
negotiations with the Zionist enemy.

The unifying Tripoli Document was accepted by all the Palestinian
revolution's contingents during the first conference of the Steadfastness
and Confrontation Front. This was regarded as a victory for the position
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¢ that rejectai&an:’-jmperiﬁ t settlement in general and the PFLP’s position
inparticular. Thisis the general evaluation of the document shared by the

- rank and file of the PFLP and other contingents that rejected the
Impgriéiist-seulpment, ?qd by Arab nationalist, progressive and reyolu-
tionary forées as well. What political position did the document stand:for?’
The document stood fot rejection of any settlement line. Within: this
framework, the F?alestflhi n revolution reserved the right to establish a
Palestinian state on any liberated portion of Palestine, without engagin J

.In negotiations, reconciligtion.or recognition (of the Zionist an!@'i

‘What s the-significanice of the” Tnpoli Document an what is to be

deduced from it? The tjoeument clearly signifies that the PFLP struggles
for compatibility betwe niany interim program and the line of rejecting set-
tlement, providing tha} qararnalers ‘that prevent the transformation of
interim goals into a sjbs_titute_ for liberating all of Palestine. The RFLP

does not reject per se the idea of interim goals or tactics in the ra\;:o[u-
- ; P|accepted having interim goals only when the
. document provided guarantees and parameters for the unity of the Pgle.s—
tinian position. This do’P not mean that the PFLP backed down from its
original position as some) Palestinian circles claimed. ‘ ‘
The magnitude of the confiict which went on in the Palestinian arena
after the 12th session of the PNC and before the unifying Tripoli Docu-
ment, obviouslir_prave ?the Palestinian right and same leftist elements
from simply acknow! % the dangers that then besst the future of the

tionary work. The PF

Palestinian striggle. Thesse dangers were related to the possibility of slip-
pi_né into the itiusion of political settiement and including basic conces-
sions in the.political program. Though the Tripoli Document resolved the
dispute.in the Palestiniar arena, there is no doubt that basic points of dif-
ference wers at the corelof this dispute. It is worth mentioning thatin the
light of the ongoing developments, the Palestinian right felt it was danger-
ous for thqigptn_' in the Palestinian arena to continue. The position taken by
the Palestinian contingents that rejected the line of settiement and, con-
sequently, the PLO program, not only had an impact in the intemational
and Arab arenas; It also|atfected the internal affairs of all the resistance
organizations; various political trends started to emerge and gained infiu-
“ence withinthese organizations and in the Palestinian institutions gener-
l‘%’ the tremdndous support which the PLO received, it could

i and echoes of the positions taken by some

litical settlernent and the programs which iwere

ally. In spite‘ofit
net ignore the influe
organizations against.
put forward. |
204 \

- Of courss, the thesis put forward by some leftist circles about the pos-
sibility of achieving a nationalist political settiément, served the ends of
the Palestinian right in instating the ten-point program at the 12th session
of the PNC and the fifteen-point program at the 13th session. This thesis
provided a theoretical cover for the programs, -positions and political
moves of the Palestinian right on the Palestinian, Arab and international
level. It was mistakenly believed that the October War had created a new
balance of forces that would enable the Palestinian revolution to conclude
a nationalist settlement, depending on the international balance of forces
and the great efforts of the Soviet Union to achieve a political settiement.
Some lsftists mistakenly thought that they could constitute the PLO's chief
of staff, able to control political decisions. Events concretely de-
monstrated that the Palestinian right succeded in capitalizing on some lef-
tist positions, policies and moves, to the advantage of its own programs
and orientation. Thus, these leftists seemed to be subordinated to the
political position of the Palestinian right, with no serious influence on the
core of the right's positions, policies, orientation and plans. ‘

. This is the truth about the positions and facts which existed prior to
the signing of the Tripoli Document. Thus, it is obvious that not all the
Palestinian contingents acknowledged the triumph scored by the rejec-
tionist position at the Steadfastness Conference in Tripoli. Nevertheless,
it is our prerogative to consider the Tripoli Document as a frame of refer-
ence for judging the different viewpoints then prevailing in the Palestinian
arena, and the basis on which these differences were ironed out. After the
document.was signed, it became the basis for the program of the 14th
session of the PNC in 1978.

.. $it'is by now clear that a political conflict of great magnitude went on

( between the Palestinian bourgeoisie-and some of the Palestinian left on.

\ the one hand, and the PFLP onthe other, about the issue of interim goals.

Jt is vital that our political report clarify this issue, since the revolution

_ {’needs amore precise conception of the liberation process, i.e., the stages

! which the revolution will go through, the conditions needed for each stage,

‘and the parameters that govern any interim goal, so that achieving any

) interim goal will lay the ground for achieving the next one. At the outsat, it

' is indispensable to confirm two points that determine our understanding of
‘the-inter

1. The national democratic revolution, including the national libera-

tion ‘stage, is in general a single:stage, followed by the stage of socialist

revolution.; Therefore, any interim goal set by the Palestinian revolution
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. falls within-the framework s} this single slage'. Though the national demo-

cratic revolution as'a whole ~onstitutes a single stage, it goes lhrougﬁ_
phgses: interim goals can be|set in line with the nature of the stage as a
whoie. v ', _"' . . .

2. Liberating any portion of Palestinian land requires objective condi-
tions in the Arab afena, which do not presently exist. The ability of the
Palestinian revolution to begin the actual liberation of Palestinian land
depends on achieving revolutionary changeiin Jordan, in which the Pales-
tinian revolution would play ajvital role. Then, Jordan and the new popular
democratic government would provide the Palestinian revolution with a
supportive operational base gn which to rely in the overall military confron-
tation with the Zionist enemy, for liberating Palestinian land. '

_ Thus, charting the_prjas'Ps which the revolution will go through does
not mean that we are at the pfnt of undertaking the first interim goal. The

goal of the present phase is protecting the revolution from being liquid-
ated. Our program for countering such attempts is called the steadfast-
ness program, with the fun amental tasks we defined in the previous
chapter. We will be concentr ting our efforts on these tasks for some time
to come. . e

Our contemplation of the goals of the next phase, as discussed in the
first chapter of the Palestinian section, did not absolve us from con-
templating the process of change in Jordan as a goal and task. In the
same way, our contemplatiop of the goals and tasks of the current stags,
and the needed objective conditions for the liberation process, does not
absolve us from defining ou conception of the subsequent stages which

the Palestinian revolution will go through. The fightforliberating Palestine _

‘will'vé lofg; difficuliand co! plicated, both p_gji}ic_;al!y,agdﬂmﬂijgrﬂ,y,_&is not
“Hiriie intarest of the révolution 10 ignore or belittie thisfact: The vanguard
“Tevoiutionary organization which wants o embark on liberation has to

| absorb this fact in‘all its dim nsions and be prepared accordingly, so thiat

by frustration-and despair.. ..

=&tha people will not be plagu
—-=The battle to liberate
&ntity is militarily complicat
long way: (Three. million s

\Fa Palestinian land and destroy the Zionist
since the colonization process hascomea

ttlers today constitute the majority in Pales-
tine.) In addition, the Zionistentity has been fully mobilized to ?Iay therole
of imperialism's foremost base in the area. At the same time, the struggle
is complicated politically, bécause the Zionist entity has acquired political
recognition in the UN. As a tesutt, there is not interational support for the

_ Palestinian revolution to aghieve its full goals. These facts have to;be

i
)

PRI

taken into consideration in pinpointing-the course and phases leading to .
the achievement of the revolution’s strategic goals. When defining a feas- -
ible interim goal, the variables of the balance of power should be pin-
pointed., _

~ iA change in the balance of power will, of course, be gradual. It:will
come about through military confrontation with the Zionist enemy,
whereby portions of Palestinian land will be liberated. As stated in our
basic documents, our war with the Zionist enemy will be a protracted
J,'people's war, not a lightning war. Protracted does not mean a few days or
' weeks; it means years. In this case, itis natural that the actual liberation

‘(of portions of Palestine will be followed by liberating other portions, after
the lapse of a few years. The strategy of lightning war Is not compatible -
with the thesis_of stages in liberating Palestine. The fight for liberated

areas on which the revalution can rely in pursuing the war is part of the
| overall picture of otracted people's war and afundamental phase inthe
! liberation process.. i - _

\._Whal are liberated areas? They are the areas controlled by the
revolution. When the revolution takes control of such an area, it will, of
course, establish its authority there. Thus, from a military viewpoint and
according to the strategy of popular liberation war; the Palestinian revolu-
tion will pass through the phase of establishing the revolution's state inthe
liberated Palestinian land. From this follows the interim slogan of an inde-
pendent Palestinian state to be established, without conditions, on any lib-
erated portion of Palestinian land. This slogan specifies a definite interim
goal that guides the revolution's struggle; it constitutes a link between the
current phase of steadfastness, the phase of creatinga supportive opera-

_ tional base and the phase of full liberation and establishing a popular -:;'
democratic state inall of Palestine. i 2 B

We are, of course, aware that this interim slogan does not present a
final, magical solution to the existing discrepancy between the strategic
goal of the revolution and the international legitimacy gained by the Zionist
entity. 'We realize also that some international forces will support us in
achieving this interim goal, but not based on our own frame of referencs.
We also realize that while achieving any interim goal, the revolution will
come under considerable pressure to recognize the Zionist enemy and
coexist with it. Yet the slogan will receive the support of the forces of -
socialism and liberation, and broad sections of international public opin-
ion, for a long time to come. 3 .

During this period, our potentials and resources will grow; develop-
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ment: and the/trusipature ‘ ity wil _
* evident. Also, atremendous change in the balance of forces will occur on
the local, Arab andﬁl’ﬁtarnjioaal jevel. This situation will enable us to pur-
sue the liberation process for removing a racist, fascist and imperialist
base that rejects the democratic solution put forward by the Palestinian
revolution for all inhabitants of Palestine, regardiess of their beliefs.
" Our fully legitimate rightito return will always be acceptable and sup-
- ported by the international| mmunity. This will provide us with an oppor-
tunity to continue the struggie against the Zionist enemy, provided thatthe
slogari of establishing an independent Palestinian state on any liberated
portion of Palestinian land is connected with the slogan of liberating all of
Pales.ti;ng-an_cg_f;gst?{;;ishini popular, democratic Palestinian state.
" TrisBlarifies the PFLP’S conception of the thesis of the interim goal,
which can bejsummarized in the following points:

1. Cirrently, the balance of forces is not conducive to achieving this
goal. Achieving this goal requires achieving the tasks of the current stage
as definedin the .qrst chanter of this section; it requires supportive opera-

tional bases for the Pale ,'jian revolution, especially in Jordan. In addi-
tion, achieving the interim goal will primarily depend on expanding the
military confrontation and beginning the liberation of Palestinian land,
supported by. proérassivsif rees around-the world. Accordingly, this slo-
gan Is notpresented for a,(!: ication in the present political situation. it has
been recorded asipart of the general vision and conception of the libera-
tion process, to give pra': cal answers to the questions raised in the
Palestinian arena, andtor [ly the progressive forces of the world around

the-Palestinian cause. k

. ments wilkocctrinthe Arai_reality and the Arab national liberation move:
: \d theltrue|na { Zionism and the Zionist entity will be further

2, Presanting this go
and oonditioih‘_s,ﬂ_:gia.t makelitia step towards full.liberation, not a substitute
forthis. - & 1 '

. 3. The existing politi
requires the: continuation
against the line of settleme!

_with «stages-and-interimg als~ as.a.cover for the course of seftiement.
We will be able {6.confront| such a coursa by putting forward the.revolu-
tionary congept (of sta
~apituletionists from USing Such slogans for deceiving others. Thisis what
~ the PFLP has been saying since 1973. oy
These three points Ecraady distinguish the PFLP's position on this
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situation, on the Palestinian and Arab level,
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| must-élways-bé.éoﬁbléd‘vi/ith the paramete?rs ,

f the ideological and propaganda struggle
t. The proponents of this line am themselves

es and interim goals, thus preventing the_

issue from that of the Palestinian bourgeoisie and some Palestinian leftist
forces.

Fourth: The settlement trend, the dangers of its spread-
ing, and,the necesslty of struggle for eradicating its
influence on the masses '

On the Arab level, the settlement trend means solving the major di}
crepancies between imperialism and Zionism on the one hand, and th
Arab reactionary and bourgeois forces on the other, for the purpose o
tightening the grip of a capitalist class alliance on the toiling masses

oL ' On the Palestinian level, the settlement

/line aims at dissipating the Palestinian people’s cause, resolving it i

accordance with the principle of preserving the Zionist entity and its legiti
macy. - '

Such a course did not exist before the emergence of the Palestinian
revolution. Today, the situation is very different. This necessitates taking
a very serious look at the line of settlement, the threats it poses, and the
struggle for eliminating it, in order to protect the masses from its adverse
impact. )

Today, the course of settlement has been actively promoted on the
Palestinian and Arab level. The proclamations of the Saudi, Jordanian,
Moroccan and other Arab rulers, are clear indications that the official Arab
position vis-a-vis 'Israel’ has significantly changed. These proclamations,
made without embarrassment, indicate that these rulers recognize 'ls-
rael'; they think that the key to the solution lies in Israeli withdrawal from
the territories occupied in 1967, and resolving the Palestinian cause on
the basis of yielding to the existence of the Zionist entity.

Today, the Zionists officially report that they have held secret negoti-
ations with King Hussein. This news causes no embarrassment for the

"king; he no longer feels that there is any need to deny these reports. The

Arab regimes that.maintain cooperative relations with the Jordanian
regime do not even verbally object to these contacts. Thus, Arab reaction
and some capitulationist bourgeois regimes expose their true position in
the camp of imperialism and Zionism. The economic and class develop-
ments induced by the petrodollar wealth constitute the objective base for
this political position. Moreover, under the cover of tactics and interim
goals, the Palestinian bourgeoisie took a position expressing the begin-
ning of its movement toward the capitalist camp to which it belongs. This
paved the way for the Arab regimes to officially declare their position and
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resolve t'hafﬁwx:léitré&é%ions P" th imperialism, which arose from the mas-
ses' decisive refusalto recognize the Zionist entity. Obviousty, Arab reac-
tion and the capitulationist bburgeocisie were encouraged by the positions:
and proclamations of the P'I..é) representatives in Bonn, London, Rome

~ and Paris. ¥ Lo

The danger posed by the isettlement line is not limited to resolving the,
discrepancies among Arab frepction, imperialism and Zionism, thus corn-
solidating the Zionist entity a’ng creating the prerequisite for an imperialisty
Zionist-Arab reactionary alliance throughout the region. The settlement
line also creates disarray and division in the ranks of the Palestinian mas-

ses-Ireraates division among Arab nationalist, progressive and revolu-
Tionary forces; as was the case from after the October War until Sadat's
visit toJerusalem. The samé thing is happening today, thoughona smal-
ler scale. In the light of this, cf;onl-nbatling the settlement course has become
a permanent ideological task on our work agenda throughout the libera-
tion strugale, on the Palestinian, Arab and international levels.

What is our strategy for confronting the Settlemenf

course :
1) Waging a constant, serious struggle among the masses,
the rank and file, and the leadership of the revolution, for

rectifying the deviatin f ine pursued after the October War
This deviation was partially rectified after Sadat's visit to Jerusalem,
but its vestiges;still 'igger. T]'%icaﬂs for struggling to eradicateit. The line
of settlement had _@:giirate T ative consequences, constituting a cover-
up for official Arab capitulation and causing a set of shortcomings. This
fact helps us to infilience the masses and take action in their ranks, in
“order to set righit the revolution’s poltical line and uproot the seftlement
trend. gl X | T
2) Waging a'serious si‘rbgg!e for increasing the role of the
democratic and revolutionary forces in the revolution’s
leadership, political decision-making and militant practice
This is theisola quarantee for rectifying the political line and protect-
ing the revolution frombeing aborted through the settlement course. In the
ideological and propaganda domain, we must constantly combat all illu-
sions about the real position jnd role of the Palestinian bourgeoisie and
the policies which it will uttimately pursue, it itis the sole force leading the
struggle of our people. | '
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There is no doubt that Zionist colon'iali'sm, and its aggressive, racist
and fascist program, places a broad section of the Palestinian bourgeoisie
in a nationalist position. Ignoring this fact would greatly damage the Pales-
tinian cause, since the unity of the Palestinian people in the face of Zionist
usurpation is a scientific, feasible thesis. However, when the Palestini

bau;ggzwgﬂn_qr hand in leading the revolution, it will alwaysbe . .
susceptible to stiking.a deal with tha eremy.) This is so because of the
impotency of the bourgecisie's program, and the interests it might have in
such a deal. This would threaten the unity of the Palestinian people. The
ability of the Palestinian people to preserve their unity, in the face of usur-
pation, depends on the influence of the democratic and revolutionary
forces in the revolution's leadeérship.

We should always bear in mind the analysis of the previous stage of
the struggle as we contribute to the present and future stages. The inabil-
ity of our masses to score a victory against the Zionist invasion before
1948, was not because the Palestinian people said no to all proposals as
the proponents of the settiement theorize. The leaders of the pre-1948
struggle said more than yes in accordance with the advice of Arab reac-
tion and the British colonialists. The explanation for the fate of the Palesti-
nian struggle, in its previous stages, Is to be sought in the class nature of
the leadership which dominated the masses' struggle. The masses for
their part waged a protracted and bitter struggle. The lessons of the previ-
ous stages of struggle should always be borne in mind, since our masses
have paid dearly, giving their blood and lives for these lessons.

3) Exposing and discrediting the real goals which the Arab
reactionary and capitulationist bourgeois regimes have.
with the settlement

- Itis now known that these regimes conceal their national treachery in
the cloak of the sattlement trend. Hence, it is necessary to mobilize the
masses on the basis that yielding 1o the Zionist &ntity's existence is
{reachery, evén if_initiated-in-the name of defending.the Palestinian

_people’s rights\ The masses' categorical rejection of the Zionist entity has

precluded Arab reaction from easily instating its natural alliance with
Zionism and imperialism. The settlement trend loosened up the masses'
solid convictions about Zionism. The cracks thus opened should be
repaired through extensive propaganda work about the nature and mag-
nitude of the crime and treachery committed by yielding to the existence
of the Zionist entity.
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4) The propagandaa dideological .?rrugg!e for unifying the
positions of‘all progr;Lsive Palestinian and Arab forces for
the fight against the setflementtrend .
The progressive and clornmunist forces are dl:\-'lded in their posryc.r_n:s
on the idea of a sfenleme?l which secures the right of the Palestinian
people on the basis of recognjizing the exislar:rce of the Zionist entity. This
constitutes a weak. point for these forces in the struggle against the
imperialist-Ziopist-reactionary settiement which the enemy camp strives
to impose on the region. We have already clearly felt th§ disadvan!age§
ofsuch division. This provides the Palestinian bourgeoisie in particular
with an opportunity to conceal its real posiiions_; with progressive \?rmdow
dressing. The common point between the reactionary, c_a_pltulat:omst pos-
ition and the position of som progressive and communist !orces has pro-
vided the reactionary and bourgeois forces with an opportunity for decep-
tion and downplaying (the imperialist nature of the settlement).
Some communist forcas reject certain brands of settlement, and
" wstruggler for a rion-impén'alist, non-reactionary senlemenl_basgd on
essentially the same position toward 'Israel’. These forces believe in the
right of the Jews in Palestine to self—detanninal:or] in their own state, and
the feasibility of establishing a ‘non-Zionist Israel !hrough cla..sls struggle
in the Zionist entity. Hence, |it will be difficult to unify the positions of the
progressive and cbi'hmunils: orces on combatting all settlement irer_lclis at
all times in the course of the jArab liberation movement, The probability of
achieving this task in the short run is low. Nevertheless, the oye;alll
developments of the past few years have undoubtedly cfeated suitable
ground for irfitiating a serious ideological diaiogue on this issue, aimed at
reaching united theoretica d political positions, radically antagonisticto
the overall settfament line ;
Overthelpastifew year | o
and bourgeois Arab forces have picked up the idea of settlement primari y
to hide their niational tr 'a}hary from the masses. Simultaneously, it

became clear that imperialism was on the move to entrench the settle-
ment idea in principle, in order to surmount the qbstaci_es \?htch I}ave_an:
sen in resolving:the contradictions between its allies in the region:
*Zionism, and the Arab.bourgeoisie and reaction. Most Importan_t is dis-
closing the nature of the Zionist entity, the exteqt of ’!ts aggrgssnvenass .
and interests.inthe area, §nd the role assigne.d tc_: |t’by |mpen’alusm. Ent_a_r-;.,
ing any settlement with such an entity, before inflicting a political and TE'EJ
e ! )
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| it became tangibly clear thatthe reactionary

ary defeat on it, means full submission to. the imperialist and Zionist

{,  schemes in the region.

L=

The 1967 war highlighted the Zionist entity's role and goals. In addi-
tiori, Israeli policies over the past few years have generated a set of fresh
positions vis-a-vis the Zionist entity. This enhanced the conditions for
rejecting the settlement line by revealing its dangerous, negative reper-
cussions. We can rely on these developments in unifying the position of
the communist and progressive forces against the overall settlement
trend.

The foliowing factors placed the rejectionist position at the threshold
of a new era: intemational condemnation-of Zionism as a racist, aggres-
sive movement; exposure of the Zionist movement's subversive role in
he socialist mmm
ties to study the Zionist movement; the intimate connection of this move-

ment with the most reactionary circles of international capitalism; and the
radical change in the position of the Arab communist parties in-general.
This new rejectionist trend will align the positions of the progressive and
communist forces on a commion platform opposed to the alignment of the
reactionary, capitulationist forces around the settlement course. This task
is not an easy one but, due to its vitality and repercussions, we must per-
sistently tackle it. We are confident that scientific fact will ultimately speak
for itself.

We must put forth our viewpoint, relying on facts, figures and studies,
that determine the scientific nature of our position, in order to distinguish
our national, class and scientific position from a chauvinist position.
Otherwise, our position of rejection will bé distorted and unacceptable in
progressive circles. We must give priority to this task, so that our political
position is based on a class and economic analysis that explains the
development of the Zionist movement and the aggressiveness of the
Zionist entity.
he antagonistic contradiction between Zionism and the Arab and
Palestinian liberation movement cannot be resolved without the decisive

i arty over the othep It is not in essence a conflict between
two nations. The conflict is to the rise and the goals of the Zionist
movement as fostered by the Jewish bourgeoisie and imperialism. The
movement's goal was creating a settler society to confront the unity and
struggle of the masses for sovereignty and liberation, in an area where
international capitalism has vital interests in tarms of strategy and natural
resources. .
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imperialism; ard (b) the interests of the settler society in
: abi)r and land. The settler colonial nature of the Zionist
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cesagainst’ ' -waqe the struggle until the fina
orcesagainstthe’ trend and to'wage tr :
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ideological task. This ideological struggle should accompany our pro-
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worldwide liberation movement. Their participation in the militant process
is seenin the rising level of struggle in the 1948 occupied Palestine. From
time to time, the enemy hints at the future threat which this poses to the
Zionist entity. Developing the struggle of this section of our people is cne
of the revolution's central tasks. '

The uprising of this section of our people on March 30, 1978,
demonstrated their potential for threatening the enemy. It showed their
attachment to the Palestinian national identity and land, their militant
potential and their possibilities for contributing 10 the revolution's achiev-
ing its short-term, tactical goals and long-term, strategic goal.

The well-known Zionist document, the Koenig report, discloses the
enemy's view of the dangers of the role of our masses in the 1948
occupled territories. The Koenig report expounds the Zionists' fear of the
Arab population’s natural procreation rate in the 1948 territories, which
reached 5% versus 1.5% for the Jewish population. There are 600,000
Palestinians in the Zionist entity, constituting 15% of the total population,
according to Zionist statistics. The majority of them reside in the Galilee
where they constitute more than 50% of the population. Obviously, this
concentration in a single region greatly increases their militant capability.

The rise of the Palestinian revolution, its steadfastness in the face of
liquidation plans, the blows it deals to the enemy and the resuiting political
and military disarray in the Zionists' ranks, led to an upsurge of nationalist.
feelings among this section of our masses, as expressed by their militant
activities. Their growing sense of national identity and belonging is
expressed in the raising of liberation slogans, the increase in demonstra-
tions, festivals and strikes on national occasions, and the refusal of uni-
versity students to do guard duty. It is also expressed in the demands of

.. Palestinian Druze to be exempt from army service. The satting up of land.

defense committees, the Sons of the Village and student organizations
express the growing sense of national identity among this section of our,
people. “ ;

The Zionist policy of racist discrimination against our people in the
1948 occupied area, affects all aspects of their life (sconomic, social, edu-
cation, housing). This policy is an integral part of the plan to eradicate our
people's national identity, yet it has led to deepening their readiness to
wage a bitter struggle against the enemy.

The masses in the Galilee and the other areas usurped in 1948, can
assume a particular role, since.they occupy a prominent position in the
Zionist entity's agricultural and industrial labor force. In certain sectors
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iation, tﬁe.:Palestinian Arab labor force plays a funda-

mi gfand artic
cause confusion|in the enemy's économy. The Koenig report states that
“the concentration and predominance of Arab workers in certain economic
sectors can %a_use tremendous political and econamic damage, shoutd
they decide t¢ gd on strike, since they carry significant weight in the func-
tioning of theleconomy.

The Pal ‘st'in'ian working class in the territory usurped in 1948, could
assume an even more significant role, should the Palestinian workers
from the West qu_nk and Gaza Strip show solidarity with them. The strug-
gle of the Palsstinian working class in the Zionist entity is the core of any
radical class tmbg_la'iin thisstate. . | '

The stmgg'ié of our masses in the 1948 occupied area should, of
course,, be directed against all forms of national and class exploitation
~practiced by the racist Zionist enemy. Such struggle should be

impleménted| within the framework of the unified Palestinian national

politicatprogram;
The emergence of the armed Palestinian revolution, and its stead-

identity and the unity of representaton of all our people. The revolution
must keep emphasizing Palestinian national unity and the unity of rep-
resentation of all our people wherever they may be. We must work toward
merging all their struggles in the common struggle waged by the revolu-
tion. Though| th_q presence of our people in more than one country
imposes on each.community particular tasks of struggle as determined by
local conditions, 2lithese tasks'should be based on the revolution's prog-

ram and linked with its,major tasks. L
.

6) Our postholyi on progressive Jewish forces in the Zionist
9 .,!l b Tl

: -‘q| struggle against the Zionist enemy is nota chauvinist or
religious struggle. It is not directed against Judaism as a religious belief.
gan of the Palestinian revolution.is the establishment of
cratic, Palestinian state where all citizens would enjoy
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ular role. As a result, our masses have the potential to

- struggle, con :eg'éin_g with the Palestinian revolution's overall course and

fastness throughout this period, has entrenched the Palestinian national.

the Palestinian revolution needs to mobilize allthe forces it can to achieve
this goal. It needs sound programs and political tactics which secure a
broad framework of alliances on all levels, robbing the enemy of some of
the weapons it uses against our revolution and people. Thus, it is a top
priority for the revolution to mobilize all Jewish forces who oppose the
Zionist project, or might do so in the future. The revolution should ally or
cooperate with all forces opposing the Zionist project and its fascist,
aggressive policy which uses the Jewish masses as cannon fodder for
preserving the interests of the imperialists and big Zfonist capitalists.

The revolution has to accurately assess and document the reality of
the Zionist entity in the light of the historical background which determined
the inception and development of the Zionist movement, and the nature of
the entity created by imperialism and Zionism on Palestinian land. The
revolution has to understand the peculiar nature of the contradictions
within the Zionist entity, and the course it has pursued, particularly from
1967 and onward.

| The Zionist project was founded on the basis of the Jewish

bourgeoisie’s drive for profit, and to insure imperialist piunder of the re-

gion. Theodor Herzl the founder of political Zionism and author of The

Jewish State, greatly admired Cecil Rhodes-the-pioTee rorwhitE sefile

oG Start, Herzl displayed the class features of the
Zionist praject. Herz! clearly saw Jewish immigration to Palestine as a
class evolution. According to him, the Jews would not lose their assets,
but would convert them into cash. Only thiose who were sure that they
would improve their status were expected to immigrate. In fact, things
went along this path.

Aaron.David Gorden, one of the fathers of Hebrew labor; admits that
the Zionist claim of «making the desert bloom» was accomplished
through the labor of «Ahmed» and «Mustafa». Along the same lines,
Ha'am, a Zionist philosopher, says: «Our rural settlements in Palestine,
even if expanded over time to reach their full potential, will always remain
settlements belonging to a highly developed civilized minority that derives
its strength from its brains and wealth. The impoverished masses will not
belong to us. Actually; this is what has happened, for every settler pro-
vides for (i.e. exploits) three Arab families.»

" These are the features of the Zionist project since its inception. Its
exploitative capitalist nature crystallized as agricultural settlement
developed into industrial settlement, as the organic link between the
Zionist project and the imperialist project evolved, and as imperialism
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began to| confer financial’ aid in return for the Israeli role in protecting
imperiaii_jm's: irterests in the area. Finally, the 1967 aggressive expan-
sion, an the ensuing economic exploitation, left no doubt as to the true
nature of Ziohism's class features.

The standard of living in the Zionist society is higher than thatin Italy,
Holland or Austria. This is due to the economic assistance given to ‘Israel’

by imperjalism in payment for its military roIaHEhi;ignL'\Lsnﬂﬂm
duces i t it consu The high"standard of living is also

due to the Israeli exploitation of Arab markets and labor. The use of Pales-
tinian Arab labor-enables the Jewish laborer to work in advanced indus-
tries an sp?ciallzad work, as opposed to the Palestinians' employment
as unskilled, manual workers. In other words, the exploitation of Arab
labor enables the Jewish labor force 1o climb the professional ladder,
moving to better positions as technicians, engineers, etc. Thus, the
Jewish working class benefits from the exploitation, usurpation and occu-
pation imposed on the Palestinian population.
Thid fact has to be taken into account when speaking about the prog-
ressive Jewish forces: opposing the Zionist project, for it explains the
growth of right wing positions within the Zionist entity, and the total Zioni-
zation of Mapam. Conversely, it explains the limited growth of the Jewish
organization, Matzpen, which developed a scientific, progressive concept
of the Arab-Zionist conflict. Matzpen's membership is limited to a number
of intelle uéls who express their individual views, more than a class real-
ity. The|same fact explains why Palestinian Arabs constitute 90% of
RAKAH's rank and file. -
. This does not negate the existence of a Jewish working class in the
~Zignist Jentity. . Nor does it negate struggle betwsen-.workers - and-
capitalists, rsocial oppression in the Zionist entity. As stated by an Orien-
tal Jewish Knesset deputy, Oriental Jews constitute 4% of university stu-
dents’,"b}n 8% of Israsli jail inmates. ‘
v The esgalali n of the Zionist entity’s fascist and aggressive policies
evokes !. sguntér reaction. The Palestinian revolution must capitalize on
these realities by stressing its democratic character and the progressive
s for the Jewish question in Palestine. |t must expose the
\erialism and Zionism in inciting chauvinist conflict between
_g‘gglgrf. to counter the enemy’s licies, the revolution
sslatelits political line into 2 line of action; by Showing readiness
e with all the &lements and organizations oppésing and chal-
Zionist project. The Palestinian revolution should support the

organizations hostile t0 Zionism and the Zionist entity. Our position vis-a-
vis these organizations is one of political alliance that marks the beginning
of practicing the slogan for a Palestinian popular democratic state.
As for RAKAH, the |sraeli.Communist Party, despite our radical polit-
ical difference with its position vis-a-vis ‘Israel’, its hostile position against
|Zionism and imperialism constitutes common ground that could be
‘developed into practical cooperation against the racist policies of the
Lz;ionist en@.‘ Eailure to distinguish batween Zionist and anti-Zionist
: < Taven when the latter believe that Zionism can be separated from
4srael') hurts the revolution. it also means ignoring the tangible reality of

| the existing confiict between RAKAH and Zionism. It is the revolution's
| duty to know how to take advantage of this conflict.

. Owing to our complicated and difficult battle, it is of utmost impor-
tance to firmly adhere to the strategic course and goal. At the same time,

it is equally crucial to be flexible in tactics so.that the revolution gains a
" Jevel of strength whereby its strategic goals can be achieved. Such
. attitudes could become the nucleus for the revolution’s future ability to

deal with all contingencies which might emerge in the course of its strug-

. gleinthe Zionist entity, through steadfastness, growth and the crystalliza-

tion of its democratic and progressive nature.

The Zionist society’s particular ideclogy anables it to draw together
all its own forces, social classes and trends against the masses of the re-
gion, based on supposed racial superiority. By the same token, the Zionist

entity’s particular economic and class structure, as a settler socisty,

means that all its forces and classes banefit from the process of usurpa-
tion, occupation and oppression. This greatly limits the possibility of
inducing changs from within. This does not mean that the Zionist entity is
a conflict-free society; nor does it mean that it is exempt from the laws of
class struggle. Itis the task of the revolution to determine the existing con-
tradictions at each phase and how 10 deal with them in a way that serves
the basic struggle against imperialism and Zionism as incamated in the
Zionist state.

Entering into alliances with Jewish forces opposed to the Zionist
enemy should constitute one of the revolution's major tasks. These
alliances should be practiced in accordance with the state of these forces
at each stage.

ot
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- 7) The | uriity ‘ol the revolutionary democratic forces is the
cornerstone for enhancing Palestinian national unity. |
Paitstiqfxian\na'tiunal unity is the unity of all classes and strata of the
Palestinian people that are hurt by the Zionist usurpation:workers, peas-
ants, the toiling masses and broad sectors of the bourgeoisie. The political
and argI nizational formula for achieving such unity is a broad political
front that includes all the forces, parties, trends and public figures who rise

to the cHallenge of Zionist usurpation. In this sense, the PLO constitutes

sucha _ont'.
Thiprerﬂicamenl of Palestinian national unity does not lie in the lack

‘of a framewaork for alliance and mobilization, but in the nature of this
framew%rk and the degree of its effectiveness in bringing about mobiliza-
tion and unification. The sole scientific explanation for the weaknesses in
the PLO's urity and mobilization ov i sy liagr
nature of thé leadership.,Other explanations might shed light on certain
aspects pr forms.of the predicament, but they fail to explain the enduring
phenam nqj‘rm

he|bourgeoisie, by virtue of its ideological and class nature, cannot
fet the mobilization and unity process take its natural course. Serious
mobilization of the masses' resources is a threat to its political line. The
bourgeois leadership wants to leave the line open to bargaining and com;
romise. Full mobilization would threaten its monopoly on power.

i political leadership played an influential role in the question of
national Unity. Here we are not undertaking a full review of the revolution's
course andiall the political issues which have been subjects of con-
traversy Iea1- /ing'a negative impact on national unity. Political disputes do
arise armerng the, various; class forces-of the revolution. This is a natural
and common matter. However, when these disputes touch upon matters
pertaining ta the revolution's destiny, I.e., essential matters, national unity
will obviously be in jeopardy. This was the case at certain political
moments during the Palestinian resistance's battles with the reactionary
'Jorda'niar regime, and after the October War, when the PLO leadership
was seeking a place within the settlement project presented at that time.
To us, this was an attempt to abort the revolution.
The course of the Palestinian struggle, and the lessons that evolved
from it, dbfiﬁiﬂvely place Arab reaction in the enemy camp. Nevertheless,
the PLO's program still speaks of imperialist «agents» or wtools» without
cl identiy eir class nature, or th iti iona
Qrees aricl rggihes in the conh course, this is not inconsequential.

The bourgeoisie's refusal to determine the position of the reactionaries
means, in practice, leaving the door open for cooperating with'them. This
had a negative impact on the struggle process as we have experienced
throughout the revolution's march. )

The organizational question also had an impact on national unity.
Again, it is not our intention here to fully review the revolution's march and
the controversial organizational matters which negatively affected
national unity, It is sufficient to mention the bourgeoisie’s insistence on
imposing its own hegemony, its individualism and monopoly on decision-
making powers. Also, the bourgeoisie feared the ‘repercussions of the
growth of the revolutionary democratic forces within the PLO's organiza-
tion. This fear and individualism were the reasons behind the failure to ful-
fill genuine national unity; this also led to tension in the Palestinian arena
and resorting to violence instead of democratic dialogue. The bourgeoisie
shied away from dialogue since this strengthens the positions of democ-
ratic forces in the ranks of the revolution and the masses.

The bourgeoisie is based on the principle of private ownership of the
means of production. This material base has various behavioral expres-
sions, including individualism in political decision-making. Is there any
other scientific explanation for the predicament of Palestinian national
unity throughout the foregoing period? The problem does not lie in the
traits of this leader or that. Doubtlessly, there are a set of secondary fac-
tors involved, but the main one is the class nature of the domineering
leadership which wants to monopolize decision-making and keep the
degisions in line with its own orientation.

I~ Only the working class does notfear the consequences of the mobili-
ation and unification process, since such a process consolidates-the
working class's political decision-making powers. Initiating a unification
process on a democratic basis will ensure the legitimate role of the work-
ing class in contributing to the decision-making process. This role wil
grow in step with the militant role of the working class, Thus, any qualita-
tive change in the reality of the Palestinian national movement and the
PLO depends on the growth and unity of the revolutionary democratic
forces and their influence within the framework of national unity. There-
fore, achieving a qualitative leap in Palestinian national unity constitutes
a strategic mission. It requires a protracted militant process whereby the
vanguard of the working class demonstrates its eligibility and prerogative
to lead.
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S and'the Palestinian communist movement. Along with these sub-
jective factors, there was the official Arab reality which supported the
Palestinian| bourgeoisie. Arab officialdom feared, encircled and incited
against the democratic forces. The support of the Arab reactionaries and
bourgeoisie to the Palestinian bourgeoisie doubtlessly constitutes one of
the main factors in preserving the latter's hegemony in the revolution’s
leadership. [Their support provides the Palestinian bourgeoisie with finan-
cial and gggsrqs_nt capacities that enable it to move among the masses
e them; : '
On thelother hand, the factors which faver the democratic forces are
.gradually growing-into a major force. This will enable the democratic

- forces to increase- their action and leading influence in the revalution,

especially_after it becomes clear that the bourgeoisie’s polit ition .

+ chas negative effects on the revolution’s marcl. More than once, the PFLP .
. succeeded in providing leadership for the masses, which set a concrete

example of how a progressive political position can serve to advance the
role of the progressive forces (during the battles against the Jordanian
regime and the settlement trend). Today, the political situation permits
progressive Arab and international forces to gradually increase-their sup-
port and solidarity with the Palestinian democratic forces. By the same
token, the mountingrole of the revolutionary democratic forces in the main
arenas of sruggle (the occupied homeland and Jordan) attests to their

“steadfastness Urider very complex circumstances. All this shows the

gradual chahgj‘in ttj@aba!anc_e_s of forces in the Palestinian arena, in favor
of the revolutionary democratic forces. '

Increasing| the 'level of coordination, cooperation and solidarity

“among the reve _lgti_dfné’ry democratic forces will enhance their role, effec:

sitive-impact on the Palestinian arena. [t will enable them
to prevent deviation on the part of the Palestinian bourgeoisie and to
enhance n%o‘ al unity, which would mean the mobilizatior: and unifica-
tion of Pale: tar;ﬁn resources. Therefore, the task of enhancing Palesti-
nian national unity is linked with the task of crystallizing and-unifying the
revolutionary democratic trend in the Palestinian arena and increasingits
impact and influence within the PLO.

. Two c!earlg} defined organizational and political lines have emerged

tiveness and px
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" in the Palestinian arena in the course of the revolution: the line of the

bourgeoisie, and the line of the toiling masses and the working class, ie.,
the revolutionary democratic line. This phenomenon has occurred in all
national liberation movements. | ! i

On the political level, the revolutionary democratic line stands for a
firm policy against the enemy, not only against Zionism, but also against
imperialism and reaction. This line links the Palestinian struggle with the
ongoing struggle in the Arab and interational arenas. The democratic
line views the Palestinian revolution as the vanguard for a protracted con-
frontation against.all the bases of imperialism and reaction. The Palesti-
nian masses will wage this struggle, with the democratic forces as the
vanguard, as a part of the united Arab revolution heading towards socialist
revolution. ; :

On the organizational level, the revolutionary democratic line stands
for collective leadership, laying the ground for democratic .relations
among the contingents of the revolution, and observing the principle of
proportional representation according to the advance of each contin-
gent's role in the revolutionary process. The revolutionary democratic line
is represented by certain of the revolution's contingents, but it also exists
as a trend among the rank and file of the bourgeois contingents.

The most dangerous situation that the Palestinian revolution could
face is a split in its ranks, should the bourgeoisie deviate and become
party to a settiement formula promoted by the Arab reactionary and
bourgeois regimes. This danger stems from the Arab bourgeoisié's’
attempt to use the PLO as a cover for such deviation, since the PLO repre-

sents Palestinian legitimacy and is universally r as the legitimate
representative of the Palestinian people, Consequentiy, prevel ling-suTi -
deviation and its devastating eff on the Palestinian revolution

depends upon the revolutionary democratic forces' ability to become an
effective force in official Palestinian decision-making, the PLO and the
daily struggle.

In their political and organizational struggle, the revolutionary demo-
cratic forces will proceed from the program of the 14th session of the PNC.
This is the minimum program around which the Palestinian contingents
gather within the framework of the PLO. Under the current conditions, this
program constitutes a sound basis for maintaining the struggle to
enhance Palestinian national unity.

Proceeding from the minimum program and perceiving the current
political developments, the PFLP will intensify its efforts to achieve steady
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_identity which we_have gained through-out struggle over the past fe

&

‘towards effective and genuine national unity, by ‘building the
st solid ¢ .g_tipfﬁ‘"gwith;th'e Palestinian resistance's contingents. :
We re firmly convinced that the PFLP constitutes the fundamental
leftist pole inithe dialogue now underway on the Palestinian national work
pied homeland and abroad. Thus, we will continue to stress the

of our role and its development. We will further crystallize the

importan

| PFLP'sigftist identity by escalating our political, organizational, mass and /

- military activities; and by being aware of all the attempts to dissipate/this,

X o_,thi;;. role is coupled with equal commitment to the task of

revolutionary democratictrend. This constitutes one of our

fundame l]i"aﬁlié-’ih building Palestinian national unity under the leader-
ship of tHe-working class and its vanguard party, The task of unifyingthe

- Palestinian communist movement will be more complicated than unifying
the com unis,t movement in any other Arab country. The division of the
Palestinian communist movement over the position to be taken vis-a-vis
‘Israel’ constitutes an obstacle to, the unification process. This obstacle
stands in'the way of envisioning the process whereby Palestinian com-
munists will be united. ] :

Nonetheless, the unification of the revolutionary democratic forces,

within thT' framework of the Palestinian revolution would constitute a fun-

damental and tangible step along this path in the forseeable future. Bring-
ing about this Unification process will doubtlessly help to clarify and define
the subsequent steps for building the united Palestinian communist party,

" Practical|steps must be mapped out fo pursue this task.
.. Thisfis aur.path for strengthening national unity; we will thereby hold
the Palestinian bourgeoisie to the nationalist position within the
framework of an .alliance of all social classes and forces, in order to

achieve the national tasks.

ki
|
o
[

.Conferanch where a group of pro-Jordanian Palestinians approved the annexation of the
Wes! Bank fo Jordan.
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Chapter 3

General Assessment of Our
Political Positions on the Palestinian
Level |

) Generally, in the period from 1972 to 1980, the PFLP represented the
major Pgla.stinian force opposing the settlement trend. It was also a major
f_on::g within ﬂTe revolutionary democratic trend, radically hostile to
Zionism, imperialism and reaction. The revolutionary democratic trend
has: been struggling for regulating relations among the contingents of the
resistance .on sound democratic principles, within the framework of the
PLO. Hence, we positively assess our political line in general, which ena-
bled us to increase our political and mass activities, and to expand and
consolidate our progressive alliances on the Arab and intemational levals.

= Tpa battle against the settlement has been the major battie facing the
Palestinian revolution during this period. The PFLP took what became
known as a rajq_:ﬁonist posttion, based on principles that pertain to the
core of our position against Zionism and the Zionist entity. Our position
was-also bgspd- or political analysisof the'balance of forces on the Arab
and Palestinian arena, i.e., that the prevailing balance of forces did not

» allow for an interim nationalist settlement. Among other political prerises

upon which our position was based, was the fact that the proposed settle-
mlanl formula was an imperialist, Zionist and reactionary one. Added to
this was the fallacious view of those who called for joining in and contribut-

" ingto the settlement process, in order to extract a «nationalist settlement»

on which the revolution could rely to pursue the struggle for achieving its
strategic goais. The PFLP explained the illogic of this viewpoint and the
danger that it would provide a cover-up for some regimes to justify their
capitulation and recognition of the Zionist entity.

Today, in the light of events; we can confidently record the validity
and soundness of our position. It is our prerogative to regard the participa-
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and the upifying Palestinian document adopted there, as concrate evi-
dence of the validity of our assessment and the triumph of the rejectionist
position. The PFLP's position on the settlement constituted the most
prdn‘lih_éﬁljbjour battles in this period of the Palestinian revolution, in addi-

' ‘i:-?:n Frontin the first Steadfastness Conference in Tripoli;
n

ton to-our role in founding the Palestinian Flejaction Front and _§u-lving t_o
b-rejection front. These two accomplishments will remain
FIP's major accomplishments.

L% sound position vis-a-vis the settlement Dattle was

by a sound position on Palestinian national unity: Then,

form an Ar
some of the
. _\.c

The P
accompanie

minute positions had to be determined. It was not easy to take positions

in this very dangerous and complicated period. Committing any blundgr
would havelha immense negative repercussions on the revolution in
g_anera;:.an_d'B:r'i-’fhe-ﬁfont in particular. S
Theinature of the political conditions required taking a position vis-a-
vis the PLO that would deny the PLO's claim to represent-all the revolu-
. tion's coritifigents; while at the same time avoiding a definitive division in
the Palestinian arena. Such division would mean disregarding asetof fac-
tors, suchasthe complications that would accompany the settlement, and
their possible cpna,"é@encqg; the manner of confronting such complf—
cated conditions, including'the conditions prevailing among the Palesti-
nian massds; and the creation of the prerequisites for waging the battles
imposed or) the revolution, especially in Lebanon. _
in such immensely complicated circumstances, the PFLP took a posi-
tion on nationaknity that insured waging an effective struggle against thfa
settlerniont course and keeping it from appearing to represent the Palesti-

nian revolution as.a whole. At the same time, the Front kept opén the” -

. option of Het_uming to the PLO Executive Committee, in case political
developments closed the door of settiement in the face of the PLO Jeader-
sHip;or made it discover the true nature of the proposed settlement. When
the"PFLP uilibd out of the: PLO Executive Committee and formed the

! ”Fié]eciion\jfh it:it femained keen to stay in the Palestinian institutions in

=3

the frameworkiof the PLO and to attend PNC sessions. Without going into
details, w canisay that events also substantiated our minute positions
andiihe extent of the:-damage we would have caused by committing any
mistake .on this respect. Our position allowed us.to effectively tackle
 tHe settlement course. At the.same time, it allowed us to quickly and suc-
cessfully adapt to the developments that followed Sadat's visit to the
- Zionistentity.| -~ ; 3
226 |

The battle in Lebanon was the second biggest battle that faced the
Palestinian revolution during that period. Here events came to prove the
validity of the PFLP's general analysis and political positions.

The PFLP identified the fundamental character of the battle in Leba-
non as a civil war, despite its connection with the overall regional conflict.

In the light of this analysis. the PFLP stressed that it was an inter-
Lebanese conflict and demanded that the Lebanese National Movement
take the lead in confronting the plan against Lebanon. The PFLP always
stressed the antagonistic character of the conflict, and that any lulls were
spurious and temporary ones, used by the hostile forces to misiead others
and consolidate their own positions. The PFLP always underlined that the
phenomenon of dual power in Lebanon would only be solved by the
triumph of one of the opposing sides. Therefore the PFLP called for defin-
ing positions and mapping out programs that would insure resolving the
dual power situation decisively in favor of the masses, i.e., by establishing
a national democratic authority throughout Lebanon, =

The settlement battle and the Lebanese battle were the major ones
waged by the Palestinian revolution during the peried under review. In the
light of this evaluation, the political course of the PFLP was a sound one,
generally representing the progressive revolutionary line in the arena of
Palestinian struggle.

In the Jordanian arena, the PFLP stood for a fundamental political
line opposing the regime and struggling for the right of the revolution to be
present among its masses in Jordan and mobilize them in the battle
against the Zionist enemy. The PFLP warmed against the dangers of the
PLO's forging special relations with the Jordanian regime, since the

" regime will employ such relations to mislead-others, hiding its conspira-~~ .-

tional role in liquidating the Palestinian cause and revolution.

In Palestine, the PFLP stood for a fundamental political line opposing
occupation and usurpation. This fine reflected the PFLP's central political
program and positions. This is our overall evaluation but, of course, we
committed some blunders, It is our duty to study these and extract les-
sons, in the hope of benefitting from our mistakes in the forthcoming
stages of our struggle. These mistakes are the following:

First: Our general analysis of the goals and means for achieving the
settlement conspiracy was confirmed by events, as recorded in the Arab
section of this report. However, we made a specific mistake about the way

of overcoming the Palestinian obstacle which blocked a comprehensive
settloement on all fronts. The PFLP argued that US imperialism would be
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ready to accept a EEaléEﬁnian state in the West Bank and Gaza Strip, in

exchange for raob_bijiti_'ql-r'of the Zionist entity, consolidating its legitimacy,
containing the Palestinian revolution and facilitating the inclusion of alithe
US's Arab gll_ij;-iﬁ the proposed settlement project.

This analysis/was not contained in The Tasks of the New Stage. Fur-
thermore.. this document actually ruled out the possibility that the US-
would go this 'ifar. It ascertained that the US would try to overcome the
Palestinian-obstacle through a Palestinian entity in confederation with the
Jordanian régime. Nevertheless, following the October War, the PFLP
entertained such a conception of the US position vis-a-vis the Palestinian
problem. b - .

Then, in June 1974, we look the following position: «Pertaining lo the
US position vis-a-vis_Palestinian representation in the Geneva confer-

o represent the"_

ise.\In this way, the revolution will be contained and
aborfed: the historical existence of ‘Israel’ will be insured. In addition, the

. US will satisfy itsArab allies, primarily represented by Sadat and Faisel.

It will appear to the Soviets as if the US is making a basic concession,
entitiing it'to extract a price in return in the negotiation process.»

The PFLP put forward this conception at a specific political period,
but successive events proved its fallacy. Though the quoted paragraph
does not explicitly name a Palestinian state to be established on the West
Bank and Gaza S':l,tip,,--yira all remember that we thought that the imperialist
solution for the Palestinian cause was based on this principle. While not-
ing that such an approach might be used in the future, we hereby criticize
this particular political position which we took in that particular political
period.. The coursa of evants has proved that the obstacles and dis-
crepancies fal‘cin'g' the imperialist settiement process are more compli-
cated than we imagined. Surmounting these ébstacles requires more time
and e ortss-mF__(n we had expected. This is a lesson that can benefit us in

our future work. | '

~Second: DL(ring the battle in Lebanon, a reformist political line gov-
erned the positigfis and practices of the Lebanese National Movement,
especially du'ring!"rg';'-'s ‘and 1976. As a consequence, the PFLP commit-
ted a political bfp‘:&ﬁeﬁby betting on a certain number of Lebanese organi- -
zations and parties that, at the time, adopted a fundamental political line
vis-a-vis the battle. In terms of its Lebanese alliances, the PFLP acted as
if these organizations and parties would constitute the fundamental axis
around which the Lebanese mass movement would eventually rally. The

228 !

resull of this conception was that the Front focused on its alliance with
these forces at the expense of consolidating its alliance with the Lebanese
National Movement and its major, active parties.

Events proved the fallacy of this position. The civil war played a role
in gradually consolidating the positions of the National Movement. Events
also proved that certain radical positions can be merely verbal, lacking
practical application and incapable of bueing translated into tactical prog-
rams. It is this tactical aspect of the program that determines whether or
not any fundamental position can be imposed. The axis, which the Front
had for some fime counted on, vanished due to its having ignored the
importance of tactical moves, and due to the dichotomy between its theory
and practice.

' Though until now, we have not been completely certain about the

]

* consolidation of the Lebanese National Movement's position, the nature

of the confiict constitutes an objective factor pushing in that direction. Pre-
sumably, this factor will be accompanied by a process of alliance, solidar-
ity and dialogue with the advanced forces of the Lebanese National Move-

ment.
Third: On the Jordanian level, in the first years after our 3rd congress

(1972-1974), we committed a mistake by concentrating only on Jordanian
nationalist work, through the People’s Party. Throughout that period, we
neglected the branch of the PFLP in the Jordanian arena. We ignored the
necessity of rebuilding it and charting the programs that would lead to its
renewed growth following the 1970- 1971 defeat, helping it to mobilize the
Palestinian masses around the Palestinian revolution in Jordan.

The Palestinian resistance made a mistake from 1967t0 1971, inJor-
dan, by disregarding the Jordanian national movement. The resistance
mistakenly acted as if it were a substitute for this movement. This mistake
led us to commit the opposite mistake, by confining our concern 10 the Jor-
danian nationat struggle at the expense of the Palestinian struggle in the
Jordanian arena. We continued in this mistake until 1974. At that time, a
new atmosphere spread among the Palestinian masses in Jordan,
prompting them to rally anew around the national cause. Only then did the
PELP consider reviving its organization in Jordan and charting organiza-
tional, political, mass and military programs as guidelines for the work of
its branch.

Fourth: Also in the Jordanian arena, our work on both the Jordanian
and Palestinian levels was for some time solely geared to the strategic
goal of toppling the Jordanian regime through revolutionary violence. We
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were $low to absorb the big UpSel in the balanc

e of forcesinthe Jordanian

arena following the 1971 defeat. This deleat shoul_d have prompted the
definition of new tasks and tactical slogans inline \‘Nﬂh the new balance of
forces an;d the pré\éaiiing mass atmosphere. By concentrating only on t_he
strategic slogan, we were notin a positionto inducea grgdualiy esca}lallng
process |ot mass mobilization capable of generaling revolutionary

change. | | L s
This state of affairs lasted until the beginning of 1975. Then, we
ork in the Jordanian

defined a set of tactical slogans for Palestinian W
arena. T'pes’e' slogans werein line with the balance of forces andthe mass
climate. ﬁ’héy fo?_.:used on enforcing the right of the Palesn_ntan resm{ange
to mobilize the Palestinian masses in Jordan, and to fight the Zionist
enefny from across the Jordanian frontier. The PFLPalso c}e_fined its view-
points r >qarding the Jordanian struggle and how crugi_al it is to focus on
political freedoms and the struggle for immediate social demands. Th_e
"Front: igentified the national policy which Jordan ought to pursué in
nal_ioh ' p#n-Arap and international affairs. Asa resuit‘of r‘ectifying its pre-
Vious rq'istakes.j the PFLPagain became relatively active inthe Jordanian
arena. | :
Fifth: In Palestine, the PFLP opposed the 1976 elections for mayors
in the West Bank and Gaza Strip. calling on the masses 10 boycott them.
Events pr wed the fallacy of the PELP's position, since the boycott was
ineﬂeq"ti\r and the newly elected mayors played a role in fighting the
occupéiiortn and the Camp David conspiracy. s
The principle rationale behind our position was not rgcogmzmg-t_he
legitimacy of occupation, and not letting the enemy t_:loak its ag_gre_sswg
policies i a sgmblance of democracy, by dealing withihe institutions it

sible to regulate the daily affairs of the masses. Qur position

makes accessib  of the
on these jlections was:also based on 2 political rationale related to the

settlement irend prevailing in that period. We feared thatthe enemy would

use mes’é‘“ma'yors in the plan to liquidate the Palestinian cause, capitaliz-

ing on !hé fact that they had been elected by the Palestinian masses.

Qur lfirst rationale was sound and pri
demonstrated that the revolutionary value of this rationale depends upon
ability tolimpose not dealing with the occupation, even concerning daily
affairs, as was the case in the Gaza Strip inthe early part of the seventies.
If the masses fail to reject the institutions provided by the occupation and
do not @reate their own social institutions, the nationalist forces can
benefit from the social institutions provided by the occupa
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ncipled. However, events -

tion in the fight.

against the enemy. The nationalist forces can link everyday life struggle
with the national cause, as 2 prelude to imposing their own ips!iiulions and
regulating social affairs'on their own. Itis worth mentioning in this connec-
tion that the Bolsheviks, under Lenin's leadership, condemned all deal-
ings with the Czarist Duma when there was a revolutionary upsurge in
1905. Later on, when the revolutionary tide was receding. Lenin con-
demned those who continued 10 call for boycotting the Duma. This anal-
ogy is. of course, not very precise, since there is a difference between
social institutions and the masses' relations to them under occupation,
and a political assembly such as the Duma, which was not imposed by a
foreign occupier. Nevertheless, the example shows the necessity of
revolutionary parties’ adjusting their positions in line with changes in the
balance of forces and the state of the masses.

As for the political rationale behind our position, events proved that
resolving the Palestinian obstacle, within the framework of a comprehen-
sive settlement for the contlict in the area, takes a long time, since serious
problems have to be surmounted. The concrete course of events eventu-
ally shows the soundness or fallacy of any political position.

Sixth: Inthe PNC's 12th session, the PFLP had reservations on cer-
Tain issues in'the program. Yet we did not categorically reject the entire
program. This gave the PLO leadership the opportunity to claim, for some
time, hat the program represented the position of all the resistance con-
{ [he iz pted by the 12th se i : = beqinning
of the PL ip's_teadiness 1o deal yi
irreaardless of any analysi otimperialism and Zionism
MQMM:ME;&;JMM ment—
Nonetheless, he PLO leadership has made certain concrete moves and
taken positions and orientations showing readiness 10 join the. settiement
‘process if given the opportunity to do so. Events have also proved thatthe

PLO's pursuing such a course has had negative repercussions, including
negative positions and alliances. :

In the history of the Palestinian revolution, the program of the i2th
session was the precursor of the settlement trend. Itwas the PFLP's burn-
ing duty to assume the role of forcefully tackiing this problem from the out-
sel. A clear-cut line had to be drawn between the two basically different
SalTines in the Palestinian arena vig-a-vi

Merely registering reservations on the program of the 12th PNC session
meant that the PFLP did not present a clear-cut position to the masses.
This cause}d contusion on the Arab and Palestinian levels. The PFLP's”
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e'settlement trend to appear as the only one in the
_ ver our ability to pinpoint and adrit our mi r i
allav@ge, : sé repefcussions within a very short pe:f::ﬁﬁn:: bwliz:fr:g
EFLP__ ;z‘g' |ﬂ$ﬁt§i§ading revolutionary position in rejecting ihé settle-
:‘g;n; \tr aj%’ . We hg_gg a,"‘_’fﬁ'y commended purseives for this position in
st 6 o ti ._regardrng it as one of the major revolutionary positions-
ken by the PFLP'in the course of the revolution. g
- __\,'_I_'fflegz__ ar _,ﬂme; riistakes we committed over the course of the past
eight years w '|c_%h'}v€ra full of events, developments and contingencies.
Ruls a; were committed in the context of an overall course
y:t gﬁEtwaas the main Palestinian pole, after the October War,

1.

o

[ d an analysis and program .whose soundness and validi
o an ana ’ _ alidi
wtzre s_ut_?slanl_ated by events. It is our duty to pinpoint our mistakes. Thti:
?evg‘:d? is [ rnéegf.spre of our. ability to practice self-criticism with a real
gancg |on_?|:y spirit, far removed from bourgeois selfishness and arro-
4L The.PFFE demands that the rank and file perform their duty of dar-
ingly rewe}mng our pt?urse and being sure that this political report has
re_corqed all our previous mistakes. This is the only way to learn from
experience. This is the path of steady progress.

;Chapter 4
The Political Tasks of the PFLP

The previous sections of this report defined all the current political
tasks which the PFLP has to undertake on the international, Arab and
Palestinian levels. The report substantiated these tasks through political

analysis of the conditions on the international, Arab and Palestinian levels
at the time of the congress. The report attempted to explain the current

political tasks necessitated by the present political circumstances of the
Camp David offensive to liquidate the revolution. The task of tackling the
Camp David accords should be linked with the task of creating the pre-
requisites for liberating Palestinian land. This task, in turn, has to belink
with the task of liberating all of Palestine-and establishing a popular demo-
cratic Palestinian state as part of an Arab national democratic revolution
oriented towards building 2 united socialist state throughout the Arab
homeland. Achieving these tasks is part of the global struggle to defeat
the imperialist system and-create socialism and peace.on earth
In the light of this, this chapter will formulate the titles™ol"
designated in the previous sections and chapters. Our rank and file,
branch leadership, committees and central_le'adership bodies should bear
in mind the main tasks defined. These constitute the cornerstone of our
mass agitation, and our informational, military and political activity. They
constitute the basis for formulating our central and branch pregrams, in
addition to joint programs with our Palestinian, Arab and international
allies. The tasks we set for ourselves are indeed the tasks of the Palesti-
nian revolution and its progressive and revolutionary forces. These tasks,
for the process of liberating Palestine, are interrelated with the tasks of
progressive and revolutionary forces on the Arab;and international levels.
For revolutionaries, the value of theoretical work fies in its being a guide
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foraction ’:_and’ __stryggle..Theretore. itis natural that our political report con-
ciudes.: byir_lawswlng all the tasks we will struggle to achieve.

OuriTasks
Curren _'T'a'sks in the Palestinian Arena
; A _Stftigglling to defeat the Camp David accords and the ‘autonomy’ con-
piracy. ;
2. ﬁsc‘l ta_tin_g 1he_r_niliiar_y struggle against the Zionist entity.
i Es l_alf_ng_ golltlcal a_nd mass struggle against the Zionist entity.
4. Str gg,léﬁg to consolidate the Palestinian National Front inside Pales-
| tine on;the bals_ls of _lr'!e political and organizationaf program of the PNC's
’1;;1': s 'ssﬁon: increasing its militant efficiency in leading the masses inside
ne.;-.
e of : " .
5. Struggling agacf\sl the conspiracy of the Palestinian-Jordanian state.
§. ?_t ggling against all forms of settiement proposed by imperialism,
gmcsl.;d gI!he West European states and the Socialist International.
. Strilggling to apply the organizational program of the PLO, adop
the PNC inits 14th session. s Wk
8. Bu:f! ing and m_nsolidating relations among all Palestinian revolution-
ary a‘rr!d democra!nc forces to enhance national unity, as a step towards
bm!dls;E progressive, demacratic Palestinian national unity.
8. E él:tt;ng !the economic, political and military struggle in the 1948
oceupl d territories and forging relations with the activ -
sive forces there. ) e e
10. Consolidating our alliance and: ion wi gressi
Conso - cooperation with all progressive
Jewish fqn[ﬁgs opposing Zionism and the Zionist entity. R
11. Wagi

1. Yool :3.8 firm propaganda battle against the settlement trend.
2.'Str g9 ling'to preserve the gains of the PLO as the sole, legitimate rep-
rgsen_tptt_v:ﬁ‘ of the Palestinian people. -

; 1" Flae > b ’ i
S Currén‘ﬂ"a__sks on the Palestinian-Lebanese Level
o1 Coirag ously defending. Palestinian armed presence and all the

141

s in Lebanon.

revolution’$'g

“* 3:Imptoving military coordination between the revelution's contin i
) netoving Ay revelution’s contingents in

=5 L_ebang_n drg'th_g basis ot__-:_a.uniled leadership and plan. &
4, Daaimg{ firmly with mistakes, transgressions and wrong behavior that

harm relations between the revolution and the Palestinian masses, and

especially between the revolution and the Lebanese masses.

5. Enhancing our military capabilities to the maximum in terms of arma-

ment, fraining and personnel.

6. Escalating the fight against Saad Haddad's troops.

7. Escalating the fight against the Zionist enemy over the Lebanese bor-

der.

8. Consolidating relations with the Lebanese National Movement by all
means so as to strengthen its capabilities for foiling the imperialist-Zionist-
fascist scheme for Lebanon.

9. Concentrating the revolution's relations on the Lebanese National
Movement and supporting the Lebanese masses through this movement.
The revolution has no right to transcend the Lebanese National Move-
ment's authority. On the contrary, we must support the LNM's authority so
that it can execute its responsibilities and achieve its tasks ﬁ,{heiquer-
ship of the Lebanese nationalist struggle. , ) &
10. Deepening and lidating the Lebanese-Palestinian-Synan
alliance as being directly concerned and linked with the outcome of the
confiict in Lebanon.
11. Working to enlist nationalist and progressive Arab and international
forces to support the steadfastness of the Lebanese National Movement
and the masses of the South. This support is a measure of solidarity with
the Palestinian revolution and contributes to defending its existence.
-12. Working to deepen cooperation between the progressive Lebanese
and Palestinian forces in order to consolidate their role in leading the joint
Lebanese-Palestinian struggle against Camp David schernes in Leba-

non.

The Tasks on the Palestinian-Jordanian Level

1. Struggling to abrogate the existing special political relationship bet-

ween the PLO and the Jordanian regime.

2. Confronting the activities of the Jordanian regime and its agents in

Palestine. '

3. Confronting the positions, activities and moves initiated by the Jorda-

nian regime to create conditions whereby it can eventually join the settle-

ment process. -

4. Struggling to impose the Palestinian resistance's right to political and

military presence among our masses in Jordan.

5. Fighting the Zionist enemy across the Jordanian-Palestinian border.
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. orklng for the establlshment of a united national front to include all
natit nqllsl progrgssw_e and revolutionary forces in the Jordanian arena.

r Tasks on the Arab Level in the Context of the Arab

Na iohal Liberation Movement

truggling: to isolate Sadal's regime dlplcmattcally. politically and
ecq omically Supporting the Egyptian national movement's struggle to
topple the regume
bl nff‘ontlng US imperialism and all its policies, prolects and interestsin
the region. * -
3 staining. the demand for using Arab oil as a weapon agalnst us
rialism.

a]llﬂg upon the nationalist reglmes and all nationalist, progressuve and

revi:tlbnary Arab forces to.provide the Palestinian revolution and the
Lebanese nggonallst forces with all means of support.

5. Struggling to develop the Steadfastness and Confrontation Front.

6. Struggling to develop the Arab People’s Conference and increase its
acmtmes

7.8 mgghng to gain democratic liberties for the Arab masses.

8. Worl-:ing for solidarity and mutual support among the forces of the Arab
liberation movement on the Arab nationalist level.

9. Working to deepen the alliance among the democratic and revolution-
ary rcels within the Arab national liberation movement in particular.

10. ling for the right of the revolution to mobilize the Palestinian
maskesm all:Arab countries without exception. Struggling for the right of
the Palegllnlan Tesistance to fight the Zionist enemy from all Arab fronts.
&Xn;j%glr g for tha Palestlmans right to independent natlonal decision-
making.|. - -

n the International Level

Palestinian revolution and the socialist community, especially the Soviet
Union, inthe interests of the struggle againstimperialism, Zionism and the
po[;cy of r:apﬁulatlon and for our people’s victory.
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glidating relations of friendship and cooperation between the .

2. Contributing actively, side by side with the forces of liberation, prog--

ress, peace and socialism, to the ‘international  struggle against
imperialism, fascism and reaction.

37 Cultivating and consolidating relations with the national liberation
movements in the ‘third world' in order to score a complete victory over
colonialism and backwardness.

4. Consolidating the Palestinian revolution's cooperation with the prog-
ressive and democratic forces, and the working class parties in the
capitalist countries.

5. Working to broaden international solidarity with the Arab national liber-
ation movement, particularly with the Lebanese National Movement and
the Palestinian revolution under the leadership of the PLO, the sole, legiti-
mate representative of the Palestinian people.

6. Bolstering the Palestinian revolution's position and the Palestinian
struggle by the largest possible solidarity campaign in all the international
‘forums opposing imperialism and Zionism. This solidarity campaign is
designed to serve our people's struggle and to liberate their land.

7. Consolidating the relations and solidarity’ between the Palestinian
revolution and the national liberation regimes, particularly in the countries
adjacent to the Arab region.

Achieving these current tasks for consolidating the revolu-
tion's positions and policies, would gradually lead to the fol-

lowing tasks:
1. Uprooting Zionism and the Zionist entity from the Arab homeland,

liberating all of Palestine and establishing a popular democratic Palesti-
nian state.

2, Struggling to achieve Arab uni the |eadership of the working
class forces and-a-progress

ive-nationalfront,
3. Struggling to achieve all the tasks of the national democratic revolutlon
oriented towards socialist revolution.
4, Building the deepest relations of mtematuonal solidarity with the

socialist community.

In the introduction to the international section of the political report,
we stated the following: The forces of liberation, progress, peace and
socialism are steadily scoring successes and victories in the world-wide
struggle against imperialism and reaction. This confirms that the course of
history in this epoch is that of transition from capitalism to socialism.
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! “In thé_! 'I'ir'éh% of our determination, this report is intended, among other
things! to. consolidate the truth of this fact among ourselves. These tasks
- revolutionary dfeams - will be achieved on the ground of reality. By virtue
of our determination, struggle and sacrifices, the PFLP will be a contribut-
ing ‘foyce lin agglorious :and historical revolutionary process aimed at
liberating.the land, the human being and the society. from injustice,
“.oppression; and exploitation. Let the banner of liberation, demogcracy.

S0Gie Tm "hd;g;giity be raised high.

- bk |
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Political Resolutions of the 4th
National Congress

On the International Level )

1. The congress reaffirms that the Palestinian revolution is part of the
international revolutionary front hostile to imperialism. It calls for con-
solidating the relations of solidarity and joint struggle among all forces in
this front against international imperialism and its allies. This frontis made
up of the socialist community, first and foremost the Soviet Union, the
national liberation movements, and the working class and democratic
forces in the capitalist countries. _

2. We convey our greetings and thanks to the Soviet Union and its
great communist party, and to the rest of the socialist community, for their
fraternal support to all the struggling people in the world, based on'the
principle of proletarian internationalism. We thank them ii particular for
the support rendered to the Palestinian revolution in all forms and.on.all
levels. The congress reaffirms its high estimation of the economic, politi-
Ical, social, and military accomplishments of the socialist community,
which serve to further consolidate the international socialist system andto
confront imperialism, the international capitalist economic system andits
aggressive policies. The congress registers utmost satisfaction at the
development of the relations between the PFLP and the Soviet Unienand
other socialist community countries. It reasserts its sincere desire to
further develop these relations, governed by a firm conviction in the
strategic alliance between the Palestinian revolution and the socialist
countries under the leadership-of the true friend of the struggling people,
the Soviet Union. s vt slled

3. The congress salutes the struggles and achievements of the
national liberation movements. Their victgries constitute a fundamental

e a = Bla
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part o‘ the'I international revolutionary struggle against imperialism. The
congress notes the development in the class structure and social content
of the hational liberation movements, and the.legitimacy of their goals. It
reaffirms that interlinking their sfruggle with the rest of the forces of the
inlemélional revolutionary process, the Soviet Union in particufar, is the
second fundamental factor in their ability to be victorious.

4, Th{e congress salutes the working class and the democratic forces
in the capitalist countries in their struggle against capitalist exploitation
and monapolies. It salutes their solidarity with the national liberation
movements, particularly the struggle of the Palestinian people for their
inalienable national rights. :

- 5./ The ‘congress conveys a militant salute to the nations which have

- triumphed|gverthe forces of reaction and backwardness, and embraced
the- national‘democratic line of development - the line of opposing
imp_eri?iisl and‘its aliies. Such a line 'has been pursued in_Ethiopia.
Nic: Grenada and Af i e CONgress expresses apprecia-

tion of|the internationalist support rendered by the Soviet Union to the
'Afghar‘p'i people, to help them to confront the interference of imperialist,
reactionary and counterrevolutionary forces.

R 6. The congress sends a special salute of militant solidarity to all

' national liberation movements in the world, particularly to the Farabundo
Marti. rﬁﬁatiépal?Liberation Front in El Salvador, the African Natiena! Con-

ress in South Africa, and SWAPO in Namibia:

7. The congress conveys a glorious and appreciative salute to the

teadfastness of socialist Cuba for its advanced position confronting US
perialism, and for its internationalist support to the struggling people.
¥ \we salute Cuba's achievements toward constructing a socialist society
and propagating the revolutionary ideals which enriched its revolutionary
experience and enabled the foundation of a communist party during the
‘liberation battle. Among the factors which were conducive to this develop-
‘ment were the prevailing spirit of militancy in the struggle against
imperialism, and the presence of a creative revolutionary leadership.

8. The congress warmly salutes the victory of the great Vietnamese
people, anb the unification of the two parts of the country. The congress
expresses|full solidarity with the Vietnamese people in their struggle to
reconstlru‘ and devélop their country, and against the encroachments of
the renegade Chinese leadership.

9. The congress roundly condemns the policy of military build-up and
destroy.ing;the international political climate, which is being pursued by
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international imperialism led by the US. This policy threaters to atucnthe
world to the cold war atmosphere. The policy of military build-up clearly

“manifests itself in imperialism's procrastination about nuclear disarma-

ment and the US's failure to ratify the Salt Il treaty. The imperialist policy
of military build-tip is also manifested in the deployment of nuclear mis-
siles in a number of West European countries, the deployment of
imperialism's aggressive fleets in the Indian Ocean, the Arab Sea, the
Gulf, the Mediterranean Sea and the Caribbean, and the instaliment of
military bases in Diego Garcia, Egypt, Kenya, Somalia, Oman and Saudi
Arabia. International imperialism, under the leadership of the US, bears
full responsibility for menacing international peace and the security of the

peoples. -

On the Arab level

1. The 4th National Congress of the PFLP, held in Lebanon under ine
auspices of the patriotic masses, sincerely records its feelings of love and
gratitude to the great Lebanese masses and their national movement.
The congress reaffirms the militant bond between the Lebanese massas,
led by their national movement, and the Palestinian masses, led by their
armed revolution, in confronting the imperialist-Zionist-reactionary con-
spiracy which aims to liquidate the Palestinian revolution and the
Lebanese Na iopal Moyemen inarder to impose the Zionist-fascist pro-
ject in Lebanon. The congress stresses the leading role of the Lebanese
National Movement in confronting this project in order to defeatit, and pre-
serve Lebanon's unity, Arab identity and democratic development. The
conference takes:pride in the militant borid between the Lebanese
National Movement and the Palestinian revolution, which sets a concrate
example for Arab solidarity. By Arab solidarity, we mean the Arab masses’
solidarity in the battlefield against the enemy, as opposed to Aran reac-
tion's solidarity aimed at halting the mass movement.

2. The congress stresses the necessity of consolidating the Syrian-
W nationalist alliance in confronting the impenalist-.

jonist-reactionary conspiracy which aims at striking Syria's steadfast-

ness, liquidating the Palestinian revolution and imposing the Zionist-tas-
cist project on Lebanon. .

3. The congress salutes Syria for confronting the Camp David oon-'
spiracy. We confirm our solidarity with Syria’s confrontation of the moves
»f internal and external forces to weaken its steadfastness.

4, The congress hails the Arab masses in Egypt under the leadership
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. ofthe r'1|£xtioI al'and progressive forces. We stress our solidarity and total
supportito lll'veir struggle against the treacherous policies of Sadal, in order
to de_feqt th‘le- Camp David conspiracy, preserve Egypt's sovereignty and
restore it to its natural position as the vanguard of the Arab struggle
against the:Zionist enemy,
5. The congress sends a warm greeting to the masses in our beloved
Jordan.'sta:?'ssing the militant bond between the Jordanian and Palesti-
" nian masses struggling for a national democratic regime in Jordan. Such __-
"a government would free the masses from exploitation and backward-
ness, opening before them the path of democratic and social develop-
ment, and dermitting their mobilization in the struggle against the Zionist
enemy.| |
6. The congress sends comradely salutes to the toiling masses and
lheirlva!?lgu_:ard party in Demacratic Yemen,for their confrontation of the
reactionary conspiracies aimed at liquidating the progressive rule of the
Ye'rnen'r}Spéialis’l"Paﬂy. We hail this party in its victorious struggle to pre-
serve and consolidate its national democratic and social achievements.
7. The congress sends greetings to the struggling masses and their
nationalist and progressive leadership in the Arabian Peninsula and the
Gulf. We assert our solidarity and support to them in their struggle against

' -*-- he reactionary regimes in the region. We confirm our absolute condem-

ation ofthelestablishment of imperialist military bases and the escalation

sfaflimperialist military presence in the area. The congress welcomed the
“proposal of Gomrade Ali Nasser Mohammed and the initiative of Comrade
Brezhnev, calling for peace and security in the region, insuring the
% people's-fr_eedolj'l_._aﬂd sovereignty, removed from military intervention
# -and threats.|Onithe occasion of the congress, the PFLP sends militant«
% greetings to'our comrades in the Popular Front for the Liberation of Oman,
"~ the National pemo’cratic Front in North Yermen, the Popular Front and the
National Liberation Front in Bahrain, and to all the forces in the Arat:o’

a, st inst the Saudiregime

Peninsula, struggling aga

8. We send our greetings to the Libyan Arab Jamahiriya, We confirm
our “solidarity ‘with.its confrontation of the conspiracies of reactionary
forces, and {he attempts of the Egyptian regime to invade Libya. The
PFLP salutes the Libyan Arab Jamahiriya's principled fraternal assis-
tance to the people of Chad in their just struggle against the reactionary
and colorfial forces. This struggle has contributed to dealing a blow to the
forces of Camp David in the area. '

y 9. We send our greetings to the fraternal Arab people in Algeria and
p r . We appreciate their adherence to the national
line against Camp.David, and their-anti-imperialist activities in the North
African Arab states.
10. We convey our greetings to the POLISARIO Front and its milit-
ants. We support their struggle against the Moroccan regime for liberating
the people of the Sahara from Moroccan domination and exploitation, and

~ for their right to self-determination.

11. We stress the PFLP's position within the Arab national liberation
movement, following and participating in its struggle to achieve the goals
of the Arab nation: liberation, democracy, socialism and unity.

12. The congress hails the Steadfastness and Confrontation Front
and calls for the development of its program and organizational structure.
We also call for practical implementation of this front's decisions in the
battlefield. .

13. We stress the importance of the role assumed by the Arab
People’s Conference, and the cruciality of working to develop its experi-
ence and content in order to consolidate its role.

.14' We condemn the war waged by Iraq against the revolution of the
sifdnian masses. This war falls in the pattern of the Iraqi regime'’s retreat
(from the nationalist policy), especially since the Iranian masses toppled
tf'la Shah's regime and moved Iran to an-anti-imperialist position suppor-
tive to the struggle of the Palestinian people. '
.15. wg salute the struggle waged by the Iragi masses against the
'Irac!l. regime’s policies of retreat. We welcome the foundation of the'
!\latlonal and Patriotic Front in Irag; we supportits program and apgreciate
its rorel_. We also support all other progressive and democratic forces
struggling for a national democratic Irag.

_ 16. The congress condemns the reactionary Arab regimes' oil policy
which totally serves the imperialist plans, and the greed and exploitation
of tpe mc_:nopolies. The congress also condemns the Arab reactionary
!'agum_es: Investment policy which returns the oil revenues to the coffers of
mpenahsm and its monopolies in the form of investments, accounts and
dea[s. Ultimately, this policy helps the international capitalist system,
serving _imperig[isrn and its goals, and shores up the Zionist enemy's
aggressive military capacity. In the Arab countries, such policies lead to
_th§ flourishing of brokers and the comprador class whose interests are
intimately connected with international imperialism, and who therefore
constitute an obedient tool for carrying out imperialism’s schemes.
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On the Palestinian level )
1. The Cpngréss sends a glorious, exalted greeting to our people in
occupied| Palestine and to those detained in the prisons of the Zionist
occupation authority. The congress highly appreciates their heroic stead-
fastness and renews our pledge that the PFLP will continue to be faithful
: heir struggle, sacrifices, goals, loyalty and national aspirations, The
- PELP-will always adhere tothe armed struggle until the fulfiliment ofiall the

rational’a

iim$ of the Palestinian people. ; : ;
@fa‘d:-a__’g;exalted and appreciative greeting to the fighters of the
volution and the Lebanese National Movement who are
‘Southik-ebanon. They are defending the Lebanese masses,
jia revolution;-and the honor and dignity ofthe Arab natidn.

. he congress stresses that the PLO is the sole, legitimate rep-
resentative |of the' Palestinian people everywhere, and that all its
accomplishments “must be preserved. ‘We will struggle against *all
attemptsito Undérmine the PLO's sole representation of the Palestinian

‘ people, We callfor consolidating Palestinian unity within the framework of

the PLO| on'the basis of the political and organizational program of the
SMHPNG. o i _ :

4. We stress the necessity of exerting efforts, along with the other
Palestinian na_ﬁ,é@;él- forces, to revitalize the Palestinian National Front in
e occupiadiertitories, increase ifs effectiveness and develop its experi-

-,e:ﬁ'c-e and relations: Such efforts proceed from the principle that the PNF

is the F'L_hO' Ifiindamental operative arm in the occupied homeland.
.. 2 .5 Efforis '}jﬁﬁ[d bie doubled to crystallize the role of the Palestinian
: i-‘gvggiuiio ary cratic forces, for the sake of founding 2 united Palesti-
nian comm l§§ﬂyl Gl R e S :
6. Wei ithe Jewish progressive and democratic forces who are
hostile td théideoldgy and practices of the Zionist state, and supportive of
. the: Palestinian people's national goals and struggle under the PLO's
(eadership. Ifféontrast, the.congress vehemently condemns the contacts
with Zioris 's:and elements. It also condemns any attempt to conceal
these co .call for exposing and dicrediting these contacts, and
holding Able those responsible for them.

255 tHe importance of the PFLP's continued confrontation,

8. We consider the Arab homeland and its borders with Palestine as
srritory from which to wage our struggle agairist the Zionist-

by:all meanssofithe:capitulationist course in allits forms; whether.the. .«
‘Edropeal tl*a‘.:’t'ﬁé;fjdg'r:d’aﬁiarr'qgﬁ’@ﬁ:;gtc, % T

(4 .

- imperialist enemy. We reject any interference, restraints or terror against

our people wherever they may be. We have the right to struggle for pre-
serving our geople's militant identity from being dissipated. We consider
the contmuatlon‘of our people's struggle as part of the struggle of the Arab
masses and their revolutionary movement. :

Long Live the Revolution
We will be Victorious
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Through protracted historical slruggle the Palestinian people have
accumulated a monumental heritage Which constitutes a fundamental
foothald for our current struggle. Due to a number of factors, Palestine
was the scene of successive.invasions. These aimed at taking controlof
this historically strategic location. Palestine has always been very rich ih
cultural and educational heritage. By virtue of persistent adherence to
their homeland, our people succeeded in defeating the invaders and
restoring the soversignty of their homeland, relying on their own
resources and the support of their brothers, neighbors and “allies. In
ancient and medieval history, our people succeeded in driving out the
Hebrews, Romans, Crusaders, Mongols and Turks, though the domina-
tion and colonization of some of these invaders lasted for centuries.

In modern histary, the Palestinian people forcefully and bravely con-
fronted British colonialism and the Zionist settlers' invasion. The Palesti-

nian struggle escalated, and played a major role in ending the British col--

onial presence. Still, the withdrawal of the British colonialists did not result
in the restoration of our people's national sovereignty in their homeland.

Instead it led to.the emergence of the Zionist entity as one of the cruelest
forms of colonialism. )

This accumulation of militant heritage constitutes an inexhaustible
source of strength for our people and contemporary revolution. Through-
out the past historical periods, the general character of the Palestinian
struggle has been that of confronting oppressmn and aggression, and

defeating the exploiters, giving this rmhtant heritage added historical and
contemporary value.

In particular, the Palestinian people's struggle was directed against

' Ihe alliance of British colonialism andthe Zjonist invasion. The Zionist

movement, by virtue: of its organic link with International capitalism,
received all kinds of support from the British Mandate authorities. Thus,
the Palestinian people confronted both the-British colonial troops and the
sticcessive waves of Zionist immigration which aimed to seize the land
and expel the rightful owners. Moreover, the patriotic strata of our people
suﬁerad from the: alliance of the reactionary and feudal strata whose
economic interests were linked with colonialism. The reactionary-feudal

alliance was the accomplice of the colonial power in striking our people's .

asprrauons and weakening their capacity to confront.

_ Despite the might of this tripartite alliance, our people succeeded in
mobllmng their fundamental forces to corifront the onslaught for over a
quarter of a century. This mobilization was possible due to our people’s
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readines: face all ‘their fighting resources and. organizational
capacities aflthe service of the cause. It was also due to the justice of our
peoplé-s.caq'se; their awareness and adherence to thenr_ngr'ats to their
‘land. The forms of our people’s confrontation ranged from political oppos-

itiontota 'irié:lp-jér'ms and total insurrection. The most prominent example
‘was the Six-month general strike, the first of its kind in Palestine. The

entire country was in chaos for a full six months. This indicated our

peoplé's}eadiness to sacrifice and the degree of their rmi:t_ancy‘ This was
"accompanied by an advanced level of armed struggle in all areas pf
: 'l,-in.erl. qgtigin,sl the British Mandate and the Ziqmst set_tlefs. The heroic
" 'mirtyrdom of Sheikh Ez Al Din Al Qassam, while leading armed cells,
' stands as a shining example of the development of the struggle. Yet our
people's|struggle and sacrifices did not lead to victory. Rather thg out-
come yi%i defeat and the establishment of the Zionist entity onthe biggest

part of Palestine. This outcome was due to: L
'— The weakness of the political leadership and its inclination to com-
- promise with the enemy, due to its class nature. The political leadership
was composed of feudal elements and some comprador strata whaose

interests were linked with those of British colonialism.

— Thq_ﬁpakhess of the organizational structure of the fighting groups due _

to the absence of a progressive leadership with clear aims. The fighting
groups often worked without coordination or common goals, .

— The shortage ‘of qualified military cadres, lack of combat experience
and inadequate military capacity. w5 o

— The deterioration that plagued the Arab situation, and the feudal
teaderslﬂp'sﬁﬁké’, to colonialism and its plans:

.:;?ﬁhisdasﬁ factorplayed a fundamental role in striking the revqlution fol-
lowing the establishment of the Zionist entity.and the annexalion qf Fhe
remaining portions of: Palestine to Jordan and Egypt. The Palestnman
mass movement entered a period of relative stagnation. It joined the Arab
political rhovila_méh{ in order to change the Arab situation first, sincg the

' Pétes'tinién leaders - the new ones in particular - believed that creating a
néw Arab reality was the only way to liberate Palestine. With few excep-
tions, such as the commandos basically initiated by Egypt, there was no

stinian political-military effort directed against the Zionist enemy until
thefirst half of the sixties. Then, vanguard military contingents began to
difBet blows lagainst the Zionist enemy. The pioneers, in this were, the

Youth' of |[Revenge and the Heroes of Return, bern out of the Arab

Nationalist Mbvement, and Al Asifa-Fatah, with Fatah's declaration of the

beginning of its operations early in 1965.
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~ These operations marked the beginning of a new era in Palestinian
armed struggle which is daily being consolidated, politically and militarily.
The course of struggle had been charted, adopting the theory of popular
warfare to exhaust the enemy through a long-term war waged in the
‘economic, military and political spheres: All the masses will take part in
this war. They will be mobilized in a people's liberation army under the
political leadership of a united national front, aiming to gradually change
the balance of forces between the revoiution and the enemy until reaching
the stage of strategic superiority conducive to scoring victory.

The process of change depends primarily on drawing all the masses
into the battle. This will compensate for the shortage of advanced arms,
and the organizational and administrative capacities possessed by the
enemy. The experience of all previous revolutions adhered to that princi-
ple, while taking into consideration the particular conditions of their battle,
i.e., the nature, capacity and alliances of the enemy on the one hand, and
the abllities, alliances and characteristics of the popular revolutionary

| forces (their history of struggle, the terrain, etc.) on the other.

The revolution will have to make unnecessary sacrifices if it lacks

. clear knowledge of the enemy and the revolutionary forces. With such
* knowledge, the revolution will be more able to move, enabling it to direct

successful biows against the enemy with minimal losses to its own forces.
Utilizing forces efficiently is vital for the revolution, particularly in the early
stages, and in stages of reorganization and setbacks, when it may not be:
able to rally the majority of the masses and therefore cannot recover
quickly from losses. ;

" The Particularities of the Paléstinian

Liberation War

The fundamental characteristics of any war stem from the nature of
the opposing forces, their respective alliances and the nature of the territ-
ory where the war takes place. Our war is a just one carried out by our

: people whose land was occupied by the Zionist movement with the total
- support of international imperialism. This is the essence of our just war.

The particularity of the-enemy

“'We face a settler-colonialienemy that was able in the last decades to

" transport a human force to Palestine, composed of nearly three million

settlers armed with a theory of historical right to the land, based on their
| : 251
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religion. T}'{ese..s_enlers_ are organized, militarily and economically, on the
basis of liying in a hostile environment where they might be attacked at
any mpment. They brought with them a heritage of oppression from the
countries &Jbére_they previously lived, especially Nazi Germany. For this
reason, they consider the defence of théir presence in Palestine as a mat-
ter of life and déath.

This essens thie possibitity of penetrating their society from within in
the foreseeable future, despite the appearance of division ard internal
conflictin this society. These divisions and conflicts are a result of the soc-
iety's 1 eirig a gathering of immigrants from different ethnic and national
origing, with different customs, traditions and cultures. This gathering
lives in fear of the external enemy which is greater in numbers and is
strugg?ing' to restore stolen rights. In addition, there is the culture emanat-
ing fr %ien_isn:l. which is continually being reinforced in the minds and
culture of the settler society. This intensifies the racist, fascist tendencies

in the Zionjist entity.

ith unlimited help from the world Zionist movement and interna- °

tional {mperialism, the Zionist entity was able to build a superior, profes-
sionallarmy, as seen in its organization, mobilization and armament; this
army can constantly acquire the most developed western military technol-
ogy. Moreover, it can continuously mobilize the Israeli society against the
external danger. There has been steady development of the infrastructure
and industry, and particularly the military industry, all of which improves
military capacity:

This finaricial, military and organizational capacity is utilized by the
éxpansionist leadership and settler society. There is continuous planning
to increase.the area under occupation and to bring more immigrants. The
expanbiojist aims of the enemy causes it to attack and destroy any Arab
military pawer in order to be able to expand when the time is right, without

serious ql?stécl;gs_. This course followed by the Zionist enemy is com-

* pletely in ine with impérialism's aims to continue exploiting the resources

of the |J
| Sk

Panifuagyitws of the Palestinian land

The ,atj;‘i'-éf Palestine is not geographically suited to guerrilla warfare.
Palestine iﬁ'as no high, inaccessible mountains or big rivers to delay large
troop riwv;eme_hts. There are no thick jungles to help hide military groups
and their secret movement. At the same time, Palestine is small in area,
no more than 27,000 square kilometers. This requires a mode of military

B R

eg‘r_?h and fo strike any force that acts to disrupt this plunder.

activity and a form of organization suitable for these geographical condi-
tions. These conditions do not allow for assembling large forces and con-
cealing them with the aim of carrying out big attacks against the enemy in
the early stages of our war, Urban guerrilla warfare is a better form for our
work against the Zionist enemy. Urban guerrilla groups would strike the
enemy forces, while continuing their daily life among the people. Our mas-
ses are our jungles and mountain refuges.

These characteristics of the Palestinian land make it easy for the
enemy to control it, especially since the Israeli army is highly developed,
technically speaking. Moreover, there are three million settlers sprea
throughout Palestine in a military system, where the settlements play an
efficient role in hindering the revolutionary forces from effectively attack-
ing. The settlements serve as early warning posts and forward positions
for confronting the revolutionary forces. -

Particularities of the revolutionary forces

The first characteristic of the Palestinian people and revolutionary
forces is their number. There are nearly four million Palestinians. Nearly
half of them live in Palestine. The other haif are dispersed in different
places. Even if we were to mobilize our people's full potentials, their
number is not enough, according to the laws of people's war, to effect a
strategic change in the balance of forces. This is due to the enemy's ability
to mobilize three million, in addition to its technical, organizational and
military superiority. Thus, we must inject a new facior in order to reverse
the balance of forces. This factor is the capacity of the Arab masses. With-
out utilizing their abilities in the battle against the enemy, it is hard to
imagine the destruction of the Zionist enlity and the establishment of a
democratic Palestine. Our war plays a fundamental role in creating the
conditions for increased Arab mass involvement.

The second characteristic is that not all our people are in Palestine.
Nearly half are dispersed in different parts of the world. This weakens the
possibility of involving them in the direct confrontation of the enemy.

~ The third characteristic is that the fundamental force of the revolution
. its armed forces and leadership - are outside Palestine and mainly in
unfriendly territory. This forces the revolution to engage in big batties and
offer great sacrifices to defend its existence. The revolution has given
‘many times more sacrifices in its fight against reactionaries, allied with
imperialism and Zionism, than it has in direct battles with the Zionist
enemy. A major part of its forces, institutions and leadership are preoc-
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pigd d(ii'h fhinking and working to defend the revolution's existence.
This'{s aflegitimate task. It is a heayy burden on the revolution that cannot
be avoidéd; it keeps us from mobilizing all our forces directly against the
Zionist é*[&ertiy.a_nd.imp:oving our confrontation abilities. This.burden.is a
‘resultof the fact that the revolution's major forces operate from non-liber-
i aiéditérrjitory which is ruled by regimes that are 2llied to imperialism or
incapable of confronting the Arab nation's enemy. It is chiefly this particu-
Iarityibf t*le position of the revolution and masses, that imposes relying on
‘mobilizalion of the Arab masses through alliance with their progressive
forces. This alliance has two basic aims: A
. Jointly carrying out the task of liberating Palestine, by political and
military mobilization of the masses. Liberating Palestine is the lask of all
Arabnationalists and progressives, not the duty of the Palestinian“s’ alone.
' 2. Jointly. confronting the plots of the reactiorfary forces in order to
eslaq'nlish national progressive, supportive bases, at least in thg Arab land
surroync{irsg Palestine. This will enable the Palestinian revolution to func-
tion on friendly grounds and to rely on these positions to effectively and

directly engage in the liberation process.

The Main Military Battles of the Resistance
The Palestinian resistance has been involved in a long chain of bat-
tles aver/the past seventeen years. In that relatively short period, it went
through i{rnportanl experiences. It is hard to deal in detail with all the les-
sons Pleéned.‘but it is important to focus on the basic points:
| | ‘ .

In Palestine
Zionist epemy in Palestine: ) E

1. Explosive charges: This was the most prominent method
used !Iby the' resistance in the previous period. It relies on secret groups

~1y~successfully, irflicting heavy Fuman and material losses on the enemy,
| while ! avoidiig heavy losses theniselves: In the light of the unequal
‘Balance of 1or6es, this will remain a basic method in the resistance
Zctivities for a long period. Continuing this method with great effective-
- ness fequires a set of conditions, the most important of whscr] are:
a. Continuous improvement of the organization and activities of the
secret groups, to help them avoid being hit by the enemy. In the past, the
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enemy was able to observe the organization and methods of these
groups, by making arrests and attacking them. The enemy allocated great
resources for this work. - :

b. Improving the combat and technical capabilities of these groups.

_,gpe\rim'ﬁ‘sjrlgm that they suffered losses due to weak combat and_
Jechnical capacities s~ T 7T T T T T

' ¢. The coptfnudus supply of combat and technical capabilities for
these groups, ‘so that they can fulfill their duties more efficiently. These

; hould increase their self-reli ining their from

t e r local 1 e i

supplyi bat materials i '
2. Small combat groups: The activities of the resistance have

been based on the functions of small combat groups, using the methods
of guerrilla warfare to carry out their duties by specific strikes on enemy
patrols and centers. The sphere of activity for these groups concentrated
on areas in Palestine the enemy could not easily reach. This method was
effective in the past. Its highpoint was the revolutionary experience in the
Gaza Strip, led by PFLP comrades. This was an advanced situation that
prevented the enemy forces from being actively present at night. They
were.only present in the daytime, in main centers. Our leading comrade,
'Mohamrped Mahmoud Al Aswad (Guevara Gaza) played a prominent role
in organizing and leading these secret groups. In the West Bank, there
were groups that remained in the mountains of Al Khalil (Hebron), attack-

The|resistance has used two basic methods for confronting the

operating inside Palestine. Such groups are able to carry out their tasks

ing cities and vital centers. This was a development of the methods used.
The resistance has used another method, that of groups entering
P_:ilpsﬁnq_ and attacking, then retuming to.bases outside. -The:sphere-of-
this method was first Jordan and then Lebanon. Several difficulties have
imited the effectiveness of this method. ;One ST these is the obstacies
placed by-1he reactionary regimes and their armies that strike against
roups}. Another obstacle is the development of the Zionists'
methods for confronting these groups. In addition to the two basic
methogef,‘saveral other methods were used, such as assassinations and
mass initiatives to attack the enemy's economic institutions and vital
facilities, etc. -
‘II.‘I !he light of the objective conditions, our work will continue to relyon
‘mobilizing the masses.to carry out activities against the occupation by all
means. Relying on explosive charges and urban cells, in addition to small

mobile units, are the most appropriate methods, considering the condi-
tions of the resistance and its capacities.
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e res Q;éf_ée outside Palestine
The stfuggle of thé resistance outside Palestine has two basic roles:
_1'5EE)§ ending the open presence of the resistance from Zionist
attacks. This was seen in the battie of Al Karameh in March 1968 in Jor-
dan, tl'fle eptember 1970 battle in Lebanon, the March 1978 invasion of .
LLebanpn, 'and the daily:confrontation of land, sea and air strikes. In more
than gne .pattle, the resistance was able to accomplish a fundamental
~ military vigtory.over the enemy in the sense of toiling the aims of the-attack
~andiin Ilcl?pg heavy losses in the enemy ranks. '
£ 7" "The battle of Karameh took place after the Israeli army defeated sev-
. ‘eral Arab 'prmies' in 1967. This battle will remain a source of pride, for the
: 're'sistdr',cé registered a great victory despite the limited number of fighters.
and !t‘ibir-fe,o.u_lﬁtulness. ,

I March 1978, the resistance was able to confront the enemy for
eight donsecutive days. We prévented the enemy from accomplishing the
victory it Had wanted. The fighters of the PFLP played a prominent role in
the battle, especially with their steadfastness in Tyre, that prevented

: -en;sfﬁi; or;f;upélio_rg of the city. )

2! Defending the' resistance’s presence from being liquidated by

réabtk!mar;y forces. The resistance gave big sacrifices to preserve its
physical presence. In the final analysis, the resistance was able to
enhance its military and political position in spite of these plots. Itengaged
in ba:tes. for the defense of its presence in Jordan in November 1968,
Februhry 1970, June 1970, September 1970 and July 1971. In spite of the
final results of the battle, which caused the expulsion of the resistance
from Jordan, the real reason for the defeat was not a military one. The
defeat was:basically-the result of the wrong political compromises made
by the, leal fership of the resistance, and its inability to fulfill its responsibil-
ity as a natiopalist force present in a country controlled by a reactionary
enemy power. The resistance should have resolved the situation in Jor-
daninlits |. vor, but the leadership’s political behavior and management of

the bqttl:fﬂ_erg it began, caused the painful result of leaving Jordan. Thus,

the resistance lost a main arena, one that is indispensable for continuing

the strugdle and achieving victory. The PFLP had a different political and

w about resolving the situation in Jordan, but lacked the capac-

tsiprograms.

id-after the resistance moved its fieadquarters to’Lebanon,
it faced li uidation attempts by the reactionary Lebanese regime, and the

- rjghﬁs'l and fascist forces in particular. The resistance and ils masses,
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.along with the Lebanese nationalist masses and movement. had to con-
front the reactionaries militarily in 1969 and 1973. The res.istance was
able to accomplish clear military and political gains after these battles
The most u.nporiani gain was the recognition of the legitimacy of its pre:
sence and its !'ight to organize and administer Palestinian affairs in Leba-
2002. Italso gained the right of acting against the Zionist enemy from Leba-
. T!'lg s‘lluatfon' in Lebanon developed. The economic. social and polit-
ical crisis rptgnsiried. as did Lebanon's linkage to the imperialist plans in
the area, aiming to strike the nationalist forces and impose the Zionist pre-
sence. This led the fascist forces to ignite the civil war against the
Lgbanega progressive and national forces and masses, and the Palesli-
nian resistance. The war started in early 1975 and is still going on. Impor-
tant partles took place in the mountains, Damour. the commerciai district
_of Beirut; Tgl Al Zaatar, Shiyah, etc. The resistance was able to achieve
umportapt rrylit_ary victories in spite of the shift in the balance of power after
the Synan involvement in 1976. The PFLP fighters played a prominent
rzc::tm all these battles and particularly-in the heroic defense of Tel Al
 The resistance gained military experience from the b in which i
was involved, This added to its self-confidence, becausea::i;nov;?r'lzgg
attles were crowned with victory.

Guidelines for the Revolution’s Military
Work |

Based on accurate analysis of the reality of the combatant forcés, it

* Isthe duty of the Palestinian revolution and its allies to pursue their military

\:;oéke ming tr?d the following guidelines:

reloping and organizing the work of the underground groups insi
Palestine, and consolidating their military polanﬁal;g. t‘.incr:vj %ﬁﬁmﬁ
the direct confrontation of the enemy on & long-term basis.

2) Devgloping the capabilities of the military forces outside Palestine, and
improving their efficiency through sound mobilization policies, since it is
their main task to protect the revolution from the reactionaries' con-

.spiracies. ;, s

*3) Continuing to deal blows to the Zionist enemy with highly efficient milit-

ary groups that are capable of crossing the b i
sl gy ng the borders lnto_Palestme from
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‘4} lmprwlng: m,lljlary leadership In the battlefield, by achieving unified

military: Iaa‘de@hiprand planning in the fieid, and by drawing lessons from
past expedents in order to make wise decisions.
5) Contiuiri 15 deal blows 10 basic military and economic centers.of the
enemy, tainflictthe greatest damage possibie and demoralize the enemy.
 Cortihuing to.deal special biows to the erlemy outside, to its leadership
, ! ; \‘W}"Eqras' s
Thédistinguished rofe of the PFLP's military forces, within the forces
Fﬁh& Palestinian révoluition and the Palestinian-Lebanese Joirt Forces,
e Febgstedencs ol long s

with the blood of our martyrs in the Galilee, Gaza Strip, the Hebron moun-
tains and Nablus, and with the biood of our martyrs in the Jordan Valley
and Wihdat camp. This aftests to the unity of the cause and motivates us
toprepére for the long battle to come. We are confident of our ultimate vic-

tory.

blood of the mértyrs in Tyre, Nabatiyeh, Tel Al Zaatar and Shiyah, unites

Part Five

The Urgent Tasks for
Continuing the
Transformation
Process and the
Development of Our
Organization =~~~




It is obvious that the objective international conditions are ready for
the revolutionary democratic forces to fully commit themselves to scien-
tific socialism, in theory and practice, in order to achieve victory. Interna-
tional capitalism has developed into.its most advanced stage - monopoly
capitalism. This monopoly capitalism has imposed itself on the 'third
world', hindering the bourgeoisie in thesé countries from achieving a
democratic national revolution as the European bourgeoisie did._The

! bourgeoisie in the 'third world’ has become a part of imperialism's
| m&&mou s
! \m%mmmm’ﬁo!uﬁonaw movementsin

| the ‘third worid' countries to carry out a new task. Besides achieving the
socialist revolution, they must also achieve the national democratic
revolution. This development sets new tasks for the communist forces
and the revolutionary democratic forces. The national democratic forces,
and especially the radical factions, were left with one choice, i.e., totrans--
form to scientific socialism and commit themselves to Marxist-Leninist
theory, if they wish to consummate the process of liberating the land and
achieving the national democratic revolution. The nationalist, revolutio-

AR b

nary and radical forces have to make this choice. Otherwise, they will

B retreat, give in to imperialism and participate in exploiting the people.
f 7 : Internatiorially, we are today witnessing the transformation of many
B revolutionary democratic contingents to Marxist-Leninist positions. These
i | increasing transformations were determined by the international
9 revolutionary process and the increasing influence of Marxism-Leninism,
The only forces that were able to achieve the national democratic revolu-
tion. were -thpse “who committed themselves to.Marxism-Leninism in
-+ theory and practice. They were able to surmount all the ditficulties posed
« by the existing economic structure and the focal bourgeoisie's conspiring

| . with imperialism to strike the revolutionary achievements. .

| i~ Living examples of these national democratic forces that built their
| ¥ revolutionary Instrument based on Marxism-Leninism are Guba, Mozam-

 bique, AngoanDemocmﬂcYamen.Therevoluﬁonarytorceslnmssa
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P ﬁi_o"m"ain factors contributed to the transformation of the revolution-
" saryldemocratic forces to Marxism-Leninism.Firstis the acllievements of
thia socialist countries, first and foremost the Soviet Union, and the many
.viclbfqu_' achieved by the national liberation movements be;ause of their
commitmentto Manxist-Leninist theory. Second is the determination ofthe
revb!ut@onary democratic forcas, and the awareness of their leadership
and cadres, to achieve victory for their revoiution and free their people
from subordination to imperialism.
| In|general, the class nature of the revolutionary and democratic
forces in these countries indlines them towards scientific socialism, rather
thah tdwards any other ideology. Under these conditions, the subjective
factor r:emains the most important one. The process of transfdrmation is
impossible without waging an intemal party struggle. This may take the
form of & battle between the forces strongly committed to transformation,
and the old thoughts and habits on which the organization was built, as
well as against elements that do not befieve in transformation, i.e., right
- opportunists and infantile leftists. Through the process of intemal strug-
gle, the concepts of scientific socialism will be more firmly implanted, and
thase elements who try to impede the transformation process will be efimi-
nated. Experience has taught us thatthe completion of transformation will
be faced by many threats if we do not undergo this internal struggle to rid
ourselves of bourgeois concepts and habits in theory and practice.
s Inthe past, the PELP was faced with ight opportunists who accepted
4] transformation verbally, but obstructed it in practice. We were also faced
with left opportunists who wanted 10 leap through the process, which in
i .f_:’?‘acﬂi:e als6.obstructs transformation. '
%ﬂ- Wae can now confidently say that the elements that strongly believe in

the transformation process represent the majority of our organization,

now that we have engaged in organizational and ideoclogical struggle.
us we acquired a new status, as seeninthe 4th National Congress, that
" of being close to a communist party.

The internal rules and regulations, with its main principles, first and
foremost ‘democratic centralism, have become the backbone of our
party's internal lite. We will no longer accept any ideas such as that the
in;ernfél rules and regulations are made for a communist party and are
lhlus qmic’blf to implement in our internal party lite, since we:are in the pro-
cess lof ttansformation. In spite of some mistakes, due to ideological
weakness, the concept of total commitment to the internal rules and regu-
lations has been completely absorbed. We were also able to firmly com-

bat r’igl?t and left opportunism through abiding by the internal rules and
regulations. '
\

-~ Today we are confident that we have achieved organizational
ideological unity. We have on S
in & comradety manner,
bodi submit to the higher ones, and critici

5 main feature of our party life right before the

batt?ng seffishness, individualism and anarchy within the party, lest we
deviate from the basis for a communist party. The oongréss also
emphasizeq the importance of abiding by the programs of the different
part_y organizations, and of judging them by their correspondence to our
: reality and their harmony with the general development of the party

through accurate scientific analysis. Then we were called on to carry ou;
these programs. This was the process of our work in the past few years

To avoid individual evaluations of things, we will continue to work the.
same way in the future.

Inthe past, we had two faults. The first was Inaccura ingout
tha.qatails of each party organization's program in aw?rcllmnlg tohut:
main. program. The second was that the process of following up
implementation of these programs was not properly carried out by the

leadership bodies. Thersfore, it Is the main concern of all | i

I i es. R eadershi

bodies to rid their party organizations of these fauw
It is Important that the party organizations put detailed programs for

the various aspects of their work, to be able to combat useles .
that could harm the party. This process will also help to'dEn'rba; :mﬁ ,
within the fich looks down on union work and daily struggle f
social and economic demands. Now all PFLP party members have
become members in one or more union. This is to idate their con-
viction in the importance of our organizational work.\Each comrade is
accountable organizationally if they do not enroll in a mass organization
At the same time, there are daily educational programs for the comrades:
to emphasize the importance of being involved in the geheral mass strug-
gle through mass organizations, associations, clubs, etc. Such involve-
mg_;lnt \engblas our comrades lo raise the level of the masses and mobilize
their potentials for achieving their political and economic demands.

The resolutions of the 4th National Congress stress the necessity of
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Aot ng victim to’ thhdrawmg from reahty and working as an |solated
orbamzatlon it behooves us to function as a mass party that
mobilizeé all: resources and puts them to use in the various battles,
e!:rnmatmg all manifestations of isolation in the militant and party work. i
isﬂil;tnauha-paﬁy organization and _e_o_rg@_gwg_m_ef with the broad
—rankeof the-mzssss. This is the way to achieve the masses' goals. Th
--mmrﬁﬁntal role in the process of transformation to the
positions of Marxism-Leninism, pursued by the PFLP over the past sev-
eral jkears .
egular work of the PFLP's laadlng bodies has to be stabilized on
the central and party organization levels. These bodies are collectively
respdns: for extracting lessons, drawing conclusions and detérmining

%:%%ds suitable to the charted tasks. The party organizations have
og

adv by. slabqhz:ng their work in accordance with the internal rules
and lations, and the intemal organizational charters for each body.
This Js the result of persistently developing the struggle methods and

organizagznﬂ that corresponds to the nature of the work of each party

{ The'hature of dur paﬂy prganization in the occupied homeland differs
that of our party organizations outside, in terms ot mode of struggle
and drgamzahon This compels the leadership bodies concemed to con-
"-‘-slantly seru'unlza the methods used by,each party organization for attain-
air goalsdn Hheir respective.fialdsd It is vital to eliminate any method
"'br g tﬂal hampers the developmem of the party organizations and their
lating the work of leadership bodies and the implementation of
therr lasﬁ will always advance the flow of party work and permit the early
datactlon and rectification of any shortcomings or mistakes. By the same
token, wrll provide the leadership with collective thinking, capable of
an‘hcepaﬁng the future turn of events and charting the course to be taken.
Our daily struggle faces us with diversified tasks. This requires that
gad rshnp bodies act with utmostvitality and consistency. The strug-
ged by our party assumes various forms, and particularly the most
3 fon'n ‘armed struggle. Our party organizations are located in
s, Some of them exist under savage repression as in the
' eland, ‘Jordan and elsewhere. Other party organizations
sdom of movement. We function in close proximity with
szatrons and loroes onthe Palestinian and Arab level,

as man S ong "" ical al mntan(

: &\iur cadres master theoretical fundamentals. A similar role is played by the

tion of small caliber whose organizational bodies can easily be controlled.
The PFLP is an organization of a fair size and it is constantly growing. Its
responsibilities are numerous. Thus, it is crucial to constantly regulate

work of its leading bodies and increase their efficiency, so that they can

[\ jive up to their tasks and lead the organization in its various batties. In this

way, the PFLP will be able to achieve the aspirations of the masses

The fundamental task shouldered by the PFLP is transformirg-into a
Marxist-Leninist party and building a mass vanguard party. This requires
that top priority be assigned to the PFLP leadership and cadres’ mastering
Marxist-Leninist theory. We have come a long'way in this endeavor. Four-

, teen years have elapsed since the PFLP decisively:adopted Marxism-

! Leninism as its ideology. Since then, Intemal education has been carried

out along the lines of Marxist theory and its fundamental principles.

Review of the documents published by the PFLP, as well as the political

platform and intemal charter, leaves no doubt that these have been for-

mulated relying on'Marxist:Leninist theory, and taking into consideration

. the reality in which wefunction.

: Along the same lines, we witness a high level of enthusiasm in the
 fanks of the party organization to get a firm grasp on the fundamentals of
| Marxist theory. This is coupled with serious-interest on the part of the

leadership committees in prompting the advanced cadres in particular to
enroll in theoretical courses and workshops.in socialist countries and the
PFLP's Special Cadre School. Developing qualified cadres, who have
mastered the basic concepts of theory, has become an urgent and funda-
mental task in advancing the transformation process and increasing our
cadres’ ability to resolve the problems they encounter in the struggle. In
{ addmon to the courses offered abroad and at LP's Cadre School,

the internal education prograrh, based on careful study of the pa
damental documents, program and internal charter, isimportant in having

party's internal bulletin.

We can proudly say that we have accomplished much towards -
tering theory and educating the majority of our rank andfile. Nevertheless,
wa still need to deepen our leadership’s theoretical understanding. More
efforts. have to be made to instill the fundamentéls of Mandism-Leninism
among the various ranks of our cadres. Marxism is not a static theory. It

is an ever-developing one that can be enriched through daily life. Such
enrichment can be achieved by grasping the fundamentals of Marxism
and applying them to the special features of the given reality. It is incum-
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ntuponusto constantly and system

atically raiss the theoretical level of
\He leading cadres, instilling in thern Marxism's basic concepts.

sk ¢ i ti ss calls for paying
| The task of completing the transforma ;:I m e

attantion to the intermediary ranks 2 ' %
ar:si; ::tt:;lparty structure, improving their t!xgcreﬂcai and por;ﬁ;:-am;‘;:
tion, and developing their organizational, mﬁﬂaﬂt_a"‘d.‘i?a,m up + offi-
We have to assist the cadres to carmy out their dally ‘a do:e by selecting
ciency and adopt sound party stadndardg- Q;}f:d the ggﬁu\(nsnass of
fieftey < - r class ba : gl -
¢adres in accordance mltthmt::t‘to the party, their sense of initiative, their

their revolutionary comm st ize and lead the mas-
theif ; organize
- 110 the masses and their ability toanrcgza are not the qualities of

these traits must be sa.fll?-

iticisn i ringing. TO
f criticism, education and new party upbring 4
Fa ance in the party’s ranks, they have to rid themsaelves of these abhor;

rent, detrimental traits. .
= | The 4th party congres _ : o
Htingent of the Palestinian and Arab worktr;gmclais;r:ir:‘l: ;?:sa;'s‘l'through
-' ji ts of the - Tr
i have to recruit the vanguard elemen s i ¥
i \ass, and mobilize the progres
them, we can lead the working class, B T
: ion tic forces. This orientatio p
ments of the revolutionary democra Azl
i t of the class structure of the org 3
| poses constant improvemen O e dlarneits
L an i i ntage of workers an prog ;
i and an increase In the percen i
mmi ' latform. The fundamenta
committed 1o the party and its p n N
ion i tant concentration on recruiting
organizational expansion 1S cons : O e i iy
" ne working class and toilers. This will p :
ged giametis £t ili for the-working.class
izati i hest militant elements 107
organizations with the staunc i
p i e reduces the chances of organiz ‘
and national cause. This redt _ e ogar Ith
i i d opportunism that 2 :
such as paralysis, 1aclwnah.srr_1 an _ . T
: ing’ i <enis elements. On this level, our p
! rking class parties by bourgeois ele e ainat
izati ly attained the standard of a Marxis
organizations have notyet trju y . - pho
Yespi tic progress made over the past /€  th
pény. ug il L the working class still
oportic bership who descend from the _ :
proportion of the mem _ i
" of th i Branch party organizatio
falls short of the desired level i
in : rker members. More efforts an prog
increased the percentage of wo : s 4 L
nust b ' increasing this ratio. As of now,
must be devoted to constantly increas / s
': ' ‘ ditional steps to increase the p
to gear itself toward taking ac] !
e Igworkers in the leading bodies of the party, parall_e! to the increase
e d file of the party.

of workers which has already occurred in the rank an

s that the PFLP is a vanguard con-
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Considerable progress has been made in this respééf'!:'cbi;\i:.r_
the decisioris adopted at the 4th National Congress. As a result, a numbe ;
of young and working class elements were injected into the leadership
bodies, but we have slill not reached the level to which we aspire. Requir-
ing the base and party branch organizations to annually increase the per-
centage of workers in their membership is one of the methods for improv-
ing the class structure of the party. This aims to prevent any upset in the
internal balance of the party, flooding it with bourgeois elements. Mh

thes ay show willingness to be organized, they are unwilling
lo be committeds The PFLP SIa35es That party organizations which 1ail fo
e policy of recruiting more > In order to improve the class

composition of the party, does notinhibit the accaptance of elemants from
the other strata: of which the revolution is composed. It simply means
directing optimal attention to the workers who posses revolutionary qual-
ities, principled endurance and inordinate readiness to sacrifice.

Another task, which goes hand in hand with the improvement of the
class structure of the organization, is increasing the percertage of women
in the party’s ranks. It is no secret that women in our society suffer from
dual oppression, class and national, as well as from social oppression at
home and work. At the same time, women constitute half of the society.
This injustice behooves us, as a party for the vanguard of the exploited
and oppressed, to responsibly and enthusiastically devote attenticn to
this fundamental force in the society. Our efforts should be oriemad
toward recruiting women, so that they will be in a position to defend their
rights and mobilize their potentials. The prevailing social norms and
attitudes impede women from joining the revolution on a large scale.
Through accurate understanding of the reality in which women live, we
can constantly increase, their participation in party work; our experience
attests to the validity of this fact. Moreover, suitable forms of organization
can be found for organizing and educating women, and for recruiting the
vanguard cadres - women and men - to carry out these fundamental
tasks. Through this organization, women vanguards can be recruited to
assume the role of combatting the erronecus ideas and practices con-
cemning women and their role. The role of wormen in the leadership bodies
of the revolution and our party must be advanced so that they occupy their
natural position; in accordance with their number and role.

Our 4th National Congress was convened under the following slo-
gan: «The 4th National Congress is an important step towards completing
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the PFLP’s .Ett'anstonnaticn into 2 Mandist-Leninist party; estabfi:hi!n%;
united P ies!tiniah national front; steppin_g up the armed slujuggl.e,a ;o 9,1 x
* ing - the | 'revolution and reinforcing - its militant positions; 2! ]
cagpituia onist settlement efforts; and strengthening militant inter-Ar.
-and intefnational relations.» :
g -T’hellznsums up the overall tasks incumbent on the party in the forth
coming period, until the next congress which we plan to hold after four
ears, Ther, the fundamental task, embodied in the slogan, will be com-
:ieﬂon of the party's transformation, into a Marxist-Leninist party, a van-

guard &f I:iaaders;hip for the massaes.

The Urgent Tasks to Develop Our
gmﬁﬁﬁWMmm of the party, particularfy of the -
- and advanced cadres, through careful study of Manxism-

- Tris. theory must be studied and applied as & science, by
the ecientific concepts in party womshops. and studying and

- itti ro workers
oving the class composition of the party by admitting more wor
m'"g"“ ngw - must constantly-increase. working class membership S0
that a!té!nmdycomposhlan whereby the vanguard etements consti-
tu!.e gl BRNG ) _\" and decisive force in the party. -3 g
5 the party's status among the masses through attachment to
aing their aspirations and being constantly invoived In the

is way, the F ill achi | to which
ffairs. In this way, the PFLP will achieve the goa

‘become & vanguard party cf the masses, that takes roots

#ts base and influence, and enjoys respectability among

4) Paying serious attention to women in various domains, acknowledging

ndamental and indispersable in cmmbutng to and
o impatus of the struggle in all fields. We must focus in
iosa women who work in pmductivetac:trhes. in order to
 %.iiize them, and orient thern towards agitating among the

i 5i. 4 creative ones.
L activities, and reinforcing the energetic and creatiy
:l)rm oeder tor be abie 1o carry out these tasks creatively, It is essential to

‘ fidency and militancy of party members and organiza-
w‘?’;‘f‘mmmm’  ccarnent of the gevieral and detalled programs, -

constantly improve and regulate the methods of the leadership bodiés.
The magnitude of the upcoming developments and our tasks in the politi-
cal, organizational, military and mass fields, presupposes continued
improvement of the methods of the various leadership bodies. particularty
the central leadership.

Thanks to your persistent struggle with our people, wherever they
may be, our revolution is making headway. We are all confident of the
inevitability of the victory of our revolution. This is so because our revolu-
tion occupies the advanced trench in the struggle against imperialism,
Zionism and the forces of reaction, backwardness and hegemony. Our
people are fully resolved to be victorious In their just cause through their
sacrifices and the support of all forces of progress and liberation. We
appreciate the heavy sacrifices of our people, under the leadership ofthe
PLO, their sole, legitimate representative.

—1.et us advance to complete the transformation process and the building
of our organization.

—L et us solidify our victories and the support to our peopie in occupied
—Let us. maintain the struggle for establishing a united Palestinian
—Let us upgrade our struggle for foiling the course of reconciliation and

—{ et us gear our struggle to escalate the armed sfruggle and develop our

—Let us protect the revolution and consolidate its position.,

—Letus support the struggle of the Arabliberation movement and unify its
efforts. '

%Let us deepen our militant international relations.

—-Glory and immortality to our martyrs!

—The revolution will be victorious!
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